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"Plutocracy refers to rule of power through wealth, where

degree of economic inequality is high. The wealthy have
disproportionate influence on the political process, and
where a very small percentage of extremely rich
individuals control the government appropriating most of
the financial benefits. These plutocrats also control the
executive, legislative and judicial aspects of the

government."
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The Human Self and Allah

Episode No. 1

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Ejaz Rasool)

1 The Human Self and Allah

No-one can deny this fact that the basis of religion is on beliefin God. The
name of God will changewithin different religions but acceptance of His
existence and belief in Him will be the first condition® everywhere.
From this the questions which necessarily arise are: what is God? What is
He like? Why it is necessary to believe in Him? What happens by not
believing in Him? What is the mutual relationship between man and
God?

1.1 TheImportance of this Question

These questions are, as is obvious, very important, very difficult and
very sensitive, and since the time that the human consciousness has
awakened, it has been busy making effortsin investigating to find a
satisfactory answer.

The Quran has also raised the edifice of Deen on the foundations of
Eimaan in Allah (Eimaan Billah). Therefore, these questions which are
mentioned above also confront a student of the Quran. Because the
importance of these questions was also in front of the Quran, it has
therefore provided answers to themwith great detail and emphasis. But it
is obvious that each and every individual can only comprehend these
kinds oflofty, abstract truths according to his own personal vision and
understanding. In the following passages I have attempted to present in
brief wordsthat which I have been able to comprehend in this connection
according to my own vision. Since (as noted above) this subject is very

©® There is no doubt in this that some religions e.g. Buddhism are such which deny the existence of
God but the state of Buddhists themselves is such that they worship Buddha like a God. Therefore the
difference is in name only, the concept being the same everywhere.



202175 62 (NEA L

difficult and these issues are very delicate, I am sure thatreaders will
perusewhatever i1s saidwith full concentration and interest and will
attempt to comprehendit with extreme attention and reflection. It may
happen thatas a result of this hard work and endeavour,even greater
avenues of Quranic understandingare opened up to us.

If you traverse any period of human history and cast an eye on any part of
the earth, you will find that there is one thing every place, every nation
and every era has in common, and that is that people will have devised
some sort of Being (either a tangible or abstract thing, or an intangible
perceptive power) in front of which they bow down, which they worship,
and of whose anger or displeasure they are fearful and whose pleasure
they consider to be a reason for blessings and approval for themselves.
Leaving aside the civilized and developed nations, if you go to such an
island where no outsider has previously stepped (according to history),
then no matter how different the population residing there may be in
other matters, in this common issue their practice too will be
equivalent.The famous Greek historian Plutarch (42-107 AD) writes in
this regard:

In wandering over the earth, you can find cities without walls, without
science, without rulers, without palaces, without treasures, without
money, without gymnasium or theatre, but a city without temples to gods,
without prayer, oaths and prophecy - such a city no mortal has yet seen
and will never see®

1.2  Differencesin Concept

Along with this it is also a fact that while such an awarenessexists
everywhere about such a power, its concept and details are different in
every place. Within even one country the 'god' of one tribe does not
match the 'god' of another tribe. The 'God' of one country is different
from the 'God' of another country. The 'deity' of one nation is distinct
from the 'deity' of another nation. The 'Eishwar' (idol) of one sect is
disparate from the 'Eishwar' of another sect. Until a short time

©® \X. M. Urban, Humanity and Deity, p. 15
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previously, the thinking of one group of Western thinkers was that (and it
is possible that there may still be supporters of this idea present there)
when early man of the initial era observed that some such disasters
occurred (e.g. sudden changes in weather, storms and hurricanes, or
epidemics of disease etc.) whose causes and remedies were concealed
from his eyes and his mind could not grasp them, then there arose in his
heart this idea that it could be that there were very great forces present
behind these events which were not visible to him. In this way the
concept of 'God' was born in the human mind. This concept varied in
different countries according to their circumstances and conditions, and
in different tribes according to their situation and environment. After
this, as time passed and man made continuous progress, this concept also
evolved and in this way, gradually, that concept of 'God' came into
existence which is presented by the higher religions of the world. This
doctrine is called the 'evolution of the concept of God', details of which
will be found in Grant Allen's book The Evolution of the Idea of God, or
inI.G. Frazer's books titled Golden Bough etc.

1.3 Repudiationof This

But later thinkers countered this doctrine and asserted that the correct
concept of God has always remained the same right from the very
beginning. The question of progression and evolution in this simply does
not arise. So much so that the modern famous historian, Dr. Arnold
Toynbee, has written the following in his book titled An Historian's
Approach to Religion:

Professor Schmidt's research shows that the concept of the worship of
god presented by developed religions is not a new concept which they
have invented. The oldest religion of mankind was also this, which has
beenrenewed by developed religions®

Prof. Schmidt's book, The Origin and Growth of Religion, from which
Dr. Toynbee has quoted the above conclusion, is considered to be the best
book on this subject in modern times. In this, he has noted in clear words

O A. Toynbee, An Historian's Approach to Religion, p. 18
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that 'the concept of that higher deity which exists in the early social life of
man, was that very same concept which has been presented by the flag
bearers of the monotheistic religions. Therefore, it can be stated with
certainty regarding most of the oldest tribes of the human race that this
was their concept about God too. Hence, the doctrine of evolutionary
religion has been proven to be absolutely bankrupt in the whole field of
sociology'. Since the subject of our book 1s not to trace the history of the
concept of or belief in God, we do not consider it necessary to elaborate
further on this point.

1.4 Conceptofthe Quran

For the purpose in front of us, it will suffice to say only this, that the
Quran has informed us that ever since social consciousness awakened in
man, guidance of Wahi (Divine revelation) commenced descending
through the Anbiya ® from Allah. The focal point of this teaching was the
correct concept of God, and it is obvious that when the source of this
knowledge (Wahi) was only one (God), then this concept will also
remain one from the beginning to the end (and was only one). But what
used to happen was that a messenger would come and would present this
high and supreme concept about Allah with great clarity; after some
time, this reality would disappear from the eyes of thepeople, and man,
engrossed in his physical senses, would begin mixing the colours of his
own thoughts into this clear and transparent concept of Divinity.
Sometimes he would make these things his god from which he was afraid
and fearful; sometime into those things from which he had some
expectations; some time she would erect statues of those mental and
imagined gods because of their greatness and holiness and carve idols.
Hence, these different gods and goddesses — Inder, Agnee, sun, moon,
Ganges, Jumna, snake, cow, bull — all are varying forms of the
manifestation of this sentiment of fear and hope (i.e. of dispelling pain
and accruing benefit). When, in this way, the darknesses of superstition
enveloped the human mind, then another messenger would come and

@ Anbiya—plural of Nabi, which denotes the status of amessenger of Allah as a recipient of Wahi. (Ed)
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deliver the pure concept of Allah to the people via Wahi, and would
inform them in clear words that it is the things of the universe which bow
to man,not man to the universe: such potentials have been placedin him
as a result of which he can harness the things of nature andmake use of
these according to his choice. The roar of the oceans, the weightyloads
ofthe mountains, the eruptions of the volcanoes deep in the earth, the
twinkling lights and movements of the milky way, the fearsome torrents
and steady, calmdriftofrivers, the fast and furious gusts of stormy winds,
the desolationand awesomeness of petrifying deserts — so much so, that
this whole universe and its different and contrastingimagesare,every one
of them, standing with their hands tied before man in his service.
Therefore, to bow down before these things and to conceive of them as
masters and rulers - means what?

Thus, this process of Wahi continued in this pattern and form untilthe
human mind reached nearer to full adulthood; then this virtuous and
pristine, pure and transparent, lofty and supreme concept of Allah was
given within the Quran in a complete form, and this heavenly Book was
preserved and protected for all times. Therefore, the correct concept of
Allah® (which Allah Himself has detailed)is within the folds of the
Quran in its original and true form (in which there is not an iota of
adulteration by the human mind) and is nowhere outside of it. This is
because no world religion of today can claim that the book which they
call a Divine book is word for word the same one that their messenger
received from Allah Himself. Hence, whichever individual wishes that
he could obtain that concept about Allah which Allah Himself has
detailed, he has no other option except to turn to the Quran for that. The
purpose and intentof this book is to explain what is the concept of Allah
which is put forward by the Quran.

Continued

®This concept of Allah will also lead to the confirmation of His existence. It will
become clear as we go through the book that this concept cannot be invented by the
human mind. (Ed)
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