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Surah Al-Najm (a3')
Durus-al-Qur'an: Chapter 2

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends, today is October 8, 1982 and our lecture starts with Surah Al-Najm
(e>d) verse (53:1).

The second part of Mi'raj

As [ mentioned in the last lecture, our scholars bring the proof of Mi'raj from this
Surah and the first verse of Surah Bani Israel. I thought it proper to provide an
introduction to the event of Mi'raj that continues as a tradition. This event is divided
into two phases. In the last lecture, we discussed the first phase of the Prophet's
(PBUH) stated journey on Buraq from Makkah to Jerusalem in the words of Maulana
Maududi, considered to be a great scholar of the twentieth century.

Now we come to the second phase of the journey from Jerusalem to the heavens: after
the Prophet (PBUH) led all the previous Prophets into prayer, a ladder was presented
to him through which angel Gabriel took the Prophet (PBUH) to the heavens. In
Arabic language Mi'raj means ladder and hence the name of this event. I thought it
appropriate that I should present to you the details of this second part of the journey
as well —again in the words of Maulana Maududi.

Here it is: “When the Prophet (PBUH) reached the first heaven then the angel
guarding the door of the first heaven asked: Who is there? Gabriel replied, it is me.
Then he asked: Who is with you? Gabriel replied: He is Muhammad. Then he asked:
has been invited? Gabriel replied, yes. Then the door opened and the Prophet
(PBUH) was greeted profusely and he was introduced to angels and some great souls
who were the resident of the first heaven. Among them, there was one elder
personality who was a perfect model of human being with total facial and body
symmetry, and without any trace of flaw anywhere. Gabriel told the Prophet (PBUH)
that he 1s the very first person Adam created by the Almighty. There were many
persons on his right and left sides. When he saw those on the right he felt very happy.
But when he saw those on the left then he felt very sad and he cried. The Prophet
(PBUH) asked Gabriel, what is going on with him? Gabriel told that they are his
progeny. When sees the good and pious ones on his right side he feels very happy. But
when he sees his bad progeny on his left he feels sad and he cries.

“The Prophet (PBUH) then saw a group of people harvesting a crop. The more they
were cutting the crop the more it was growing. Then he asked Gabriel, what is going
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on here? Gabriel told that they are the Mujahedin who did Jihad in the way of Allah.
Then the Prophet (PBUH) saw that there were people whose head was being crushed
with stones. When the Prophet (PBUH) enquired about them then he was told that
these are the people whose mental burden stopped them from praying. Then he saw
people wearing patched clothes and were grazing grass like animals. He was told that
they are those who did not pay Zakat from their wealth. Then the Prophet (PBUH)
saw a person trying to lift a bundle of woods but could not lift it. Instead of remove
some of the woods so that he could lift the bundle, he was putting more and more
woods into the bundle and was trying to lift it and failing repeatedly. After seeing this
the Prophet (PBUH) asked who is this idiot? He was told that this was the person who
could not bear his responsibilities and trusts, but then instead of reducing them he
kept on increasing them. Then the Prophet (PBUH) saw that there are some whose
lips and tongues were being chopped off with scissors. Why was this being done to
them? Because they used to gossip and spread rumors. At one place a bull came out
from inside the crack of a stone and then tried to go back in through the crack but
could not. The Prophet (PBUH) asked what is going on here? The reply came that this
is an example of a person who was reckless and said insidious things and then felt
sorry and wanted to retract but could not. At another place there were people who
were cutting their own flesh and eating it. What is going on here? He was told these
are the people who used to malign others....

“This continued until the Prophet (PBUH) and Gabriel reached the second heaven.
The Prophet (PBUH) met Yahiya (PBUH) and Jesus (PBUH) there. On the third
heaven there was a gentleman who was so handsome compared to common man as if
he was full moon compared to stars. He was Yusuf (PBUH). On the fourth heaven the
Prophet (PBUH) met Idris (PBUH), on the fifth heaven he met Harun (PBUH), on the
sixth heaven he met Musa (PBUH). On the seventh heaven he saw a huge beautiful
palace where there was heavy traffic of angels going in and out of the palace. The
Prophet (PBUH) met there an elderly gentleman who looked like him. He was told
that he is Prophet Ibrahim (PBUH). After further travel the Prophet (PBUH) reached
Sidrat-ul-Muntaha. Everyone stops here. No further entry is allowed after this except
direct divine invitation. The Prophet (PBUH) was then shown the Jannah where such
things were available which no one had seen nor heard nor even imagined before. At
this place Gabriel stopped. The Prophet (PBUH) then went ahead alone and saw a
grand lofty throne where Allah was sitting there. Allah and the Prophet (PBUH)
conversed and Allah offered the following gifts to him: 50 obligatory prayers each
day; the last two verses of Surah Al-Baqarah; everything will be forgiven except
Shirk. He was told that if anyone intends to do good then he will get one reward for
the intention and when he does it then he will get ten further rewards. However, if
anyone intends to do bad and then does the bad thing then he will be charge with only
one sin. After meeting Allah, the Prophet (PBUH) on his return journey met Musa
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(PBUH) and mentioned what Allah had offered him. At this Musa (PBUH) said: 1
have bitter experience with Israelites and your Ummah would not be able to fulfil 50
prayers each day. Please go and get it reduced. So the Prophet (PBUH) went and
pleaded with Allah to reduce it. Allah then reduced it by ten. At this Musa (PBUH)
again said that your Ummah would not be able to fulfil even this many. So, the
Prophet (PBUH) went back and forth at the insistence of Musa (PBUH) until Allah
reduced it to five daily prayers, which will count as equal to fifty.

“On the return journey the Prophet (PBUH) came down on the ladder to Bait-al
Mugqaddas (u=22all Cav) in Jerusalem. Again, all the previous messengers were present
there. The Prophet (PBUH) led all of them in Fajr prayer and returned to Makkah on
Buraq. When Prophet (PBUH) told about his journey then the Kuffar made fun of
him, and this news quickly spread to all of Makkah. Many who had accepted Islam
left it. Then the Prophet (PBUH) mentioned signs he encountered in this journey. He
told Meccans: I passed through so and so caravans that were carrying such and such
things; that the camels in one caravan were disturbed by the flight of Buraq and one
camel ran away to such and such valley; and he told about it to the caravan leaders so
that they could find it. He further told them: that on my return journey I found
everyone sleeping in a caravan; so [ went there and drank water from a bowl and lefta
sign there; and that caravan later found a proof of this. After these proofs provided by
the Prophet (PBUH) everyone was convinced and became quiet....”

There is one problem with traditional description of Mi'raj

This event of Mi'raj is considered as a great honor and respect for our Prophet
(PBUH). But there is one issue here. The Prophet (PBUH) was born in Makkah in the
most respected family of Bani Hashem of the tribe of Quraysh from the branch of
Ibrahim (PBUH), who, along with his son Ismail (PBUH), built the Kaaba, the very
first house of God. But, according to hadith, the Prophet (PBUH) for thirteen years
were praying towards Bait-al Muqaddas (u=3<l) Cw) in Jerusalem, instead of Kaaba.
However, in Makkah this conflict was resolved by praying in such a way that both
Kaaba and Bait-al Mugaddas could be lined up in the same direction. But this was not
possible in Medina. So, the Prophet felt tension in his heart praying towards
Jerusalem, and not towards Makkah. Finally, as reported in hadith that after two or
three years, the order came from Allah to switch the direction towards Makkah.

The traditional concept of change in Qiblah

My dear friends, as reported in hadith, the Prophet (PBUH) was praying Zuhr or Asr
in a mosque (not the Prophet's Masjid) facing towards Jerusalem that suddenly the
order came from Allah to change the Qiblah towards Makkah in the middle of the
prayer. This new direction was in the opposite direction. Now the followers could
move to the new direction simply by turning hundred eighty degrees at their own
place. However, the Imam had to walk all the way (around the rows) and then stand in
front of the rows — where the front row, now became the back row; and the back row
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became the front row. That is how the Prophet (PBUH) completed the prayer.
Because of this change in Qiblah this Majid is known as Masjid Qiblatain (Masjid
with two Qiblahs). This Masjid then had two arches for the Imam — one towards
Jerusalem and one towards Makkah. But now, when I visited, [ found that only a sign
ofarch has been created on the wall to signify the original Qiblah towards Jerusalem.
As I mentioned before, please note that Prophet (PBUH) is not only a descendent
from the family of Ibrahim (PBUH) but also he was from the Millah of Ibrahim
(PBUH). He was from a prominent family of Hashim of the tribe of Quraysh. Kaaba
was the center of all Arabs. Being custodians of Kaaba, Quraysh were highly
respected in the entire Arabia. The entire operation of Kaaba was in their hands.
Everyone's caravans were looted but not of Quraysh. Their caravans were busy all
year round and no one could dare to glance at them with a bad eye, let alone loot them.
A great conspiracy to downgrade the respect of Kaaba

My dear friends, please note that the Prophet (PBUH) was born and raised in Makkah
where Kaaba, the first how house God was the prominent center of religious and
cultural life of all Arabs. But according to hadith he prayed towards Bait-al
Mugqaddas (22l Cuw) in Jerusalem for thirteen years in Makkah and for another 2-3
years in Medina after migration. And according to research by Mr. Maududi,
Jerusalem was nothing but rubbles; that Solomon temple had been demolished by the
Byzantines and they were throwing garbage there, which Khalifa Umar (R) cleared
himself to pray when Jerusalem was conquered during his reign. But the narrations
(that were compiled two hundred years after the Prophet (PBUH) by Iranian Imams)
say that the Prophet (PBUH) prayed towards it for thirteen years while in Makkah
and two-three years in Medina! Do you notice my friends, how the status of
Jerusalem has been raised compared to Kaaba by these fake narrations? And further,
couldn't our Prophet (PBUH) go directly to the heavens from Makkah? Why did he
have to go to Jerusalem first, and then to the heavens? Therefore, the narrations —
described in different hadiths have many differences in their details regarding the
same event —must have been concocted to raise the status of Jerusalem compared to
Makkah.

Moses' (PBUH) role in reducing the number of prayers

My dear friends, don't ask how much differences the different narrations have about
when this event occurred, and where was the Prophet (PBUH) sleeping when woken
up by Gabriel. Different dates are found about this event in different narrations.
Leave aside these differences, let us take the role of Moses (PBUH) played when he
suggested to get the number of prayers reduced that Allah had offered the Prophet
(PBUH). Just think about it my friends! Allah didn't know that Prophet's Ummah
would not be able to fulfil this obligation but Moses (PBUH) knew that. And how the
Prophet (PBUH) kept shuttling back and forth between Allah and Moses (PBUH) to
get the number of prayers reduced at his suggestion, so much so that some narrations
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mention that Moses (PBUH) suggested to the Prophet (PBUH) that his Ummah
would not be able to fulfil even the five daily prayers; and at this the Prophet (PBUH)
said that I feel ashamed to go to Allah now! Do you see how the narrators have raised
the status of not only Jerusalem but also Moses (PBUH) compared to our Prophet
(PBUH); and Allah, the all-knowledgeable, kept reducing the number at the
suggestion of Moses (PBUH)? Israelites tell that if your Prophet (PBUH) had gone to
God once more as suggested by our Prophet Moses (PBIH) then your five daily
prayers would have been even reduced further!

According to the Quran we are required to believe in all the Prophets (Peace Be on All
of Them). The most important command of Allah — the number of obligatory prayers
— 1s finally being decided by Moses (PBUH), the messenger to Israelites who don't
even believe in our Prophet (PBUH); whereas Muslims have to believe in all of the
messengers although the Quran has said some were granted higher status that others
depending upon the sphere of their influence. For example, our Prophet (PBUH) who
is the last one and whose sphere of influence is the entire world and all human beings.
So, it is obvious that this is a conspiracy must have been hatched to reduce the
importance of our Prophet (PBUH).

The Quran's call to Jews and the status of the Prophet (PBUH)

The Prophet's majesty according to the Quran is that the revelation ended on him and
the Quran is the final Book of Allah. Islam is the last Deen until eternity. It is
complete and unchangeable forever. It abrogated all the previous Deens. The Quran
has repeatedly instructed the Jews to believe in its message and its messenger, the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Moses (PBUH) has prayed to God that Thou has
bestowed Thy Blessings on me and my people. 1 pray that please continue these
blessings in future. The Quran says that Allah told Moses that a time will come when
the final messenger will be sent and he will bring the final message to humanity; that
if your people will accept his messenger-hood and follow his message, then these
blessings will continue. Otherwise, not.

This is the position of Islam: as Deen and Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as its
Messenger. Israelites kept telling the Prophet (PBUH) that their Deen is superior. At
this the Quran asks them to provide proof: Odalia 5K ) 28R ) S J (2:111) —
Provide the proof if you are truthful. No other Deen could claim superiority over
Islam on the basis of proof. My dear friends, the Quran clearly told: 4 (% ¥
(23:117) — Our claim is based on much knowledge and reason. Whosoever says
anything against it and invokes another authority, will find no evidence to
substantiate his claim. So, all these narrations that make Jerusalem as the first Qiblah;
that make Jerusalem as the place from which the Prophet (PBUH) went to heaven;
that say that Moses (PBUH) was advising Prophet (PBUH) to get the prayers reduced
—raise the status of Jerusalem over Kaaba and raise the status of Moses (PBUH) over
our Prophet (PBUH).
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