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KHAN JEE

Since the  yousuf Ali Zia had been the chief patron of Bazm-e-
Tolu-e-Islam Toronto. At various occasions Bazm Toronto Ahbab had shown interest 
to learn more from Khanjee about his other experiences parallel to support and 
involvement with Tehreek e Tolue Islam.  

Khanjee and  Ammi Jee (Mrs Khanjee)  were about  to make a visit to Pakistan. I 
visited Khanjee at his Burlingtion Ont Canada residence about a week before his 
departure. During the general conversion, I asked him about his education and 
professional experiences (It was already known about Khanjee that he had served as 
chief engineer and also held other respectable positions under the Central 
Government of Pakistan in early 50's).

At that time I kept taking notes as Khanjee was talking. Now after his demise on     
24-8-2013 I thought to type and save the record for Bazm Toronto. 

Notes were taken on October 29, 2007.

- January 01-1912  Date of Birth in Bannu (Sarhad).

- 1927   High School- Abbotabad.

- 4 Years study  Lahore Forman Christian College.

- 3 Yeas- Engineering College,  Electromechanical.

- 2 Years training (Mughal pura Railway workshop and Munday Hydro Electric.

- 1937-April    Joined Malakand Hydro Electric Project, Class 2 Electrical Engineer.

-1944  With 5 years Engineering Services, Assistant Executive Engineer.

- 1946  Executive Engineer for 12 years.

-1952  From Malakand to Peshawar as Deputy Secretary Electricity and Electrical              
Instructor.

-1954  Engineering Superintendant.

beginning Khanjee
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1959  Transferred to Warsa Project for Centeral Government.



Surah Al-Muzammil (          ) – Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 29: Chapter 18

By G. A. Parwez

(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends! Today is February 3, 1984 and today’s lecture starts from verse 10 of 

Surah Al-Muzammil (          ) i.e., (73:10).

A little backdrop 

Dear friends! I provided a brief background of this Surah and explained its verses 1 

through 10 in the past two lectures. I had mentioned then that the confrontation 

between the Truth (Haq) and Falsehoods (Baatil) which had been going on slowly for 

several years between the Prophet (PBUH) and his opponents was entering its final 

stage and it was getting intensified. The opponents’ open confrontation was now 

gathering full steam. The last two parts (29 and 30) of the Quran mostly deal with the 

details of this confrontation. In the past two lectures I had described the backdrop of 

the previous few verses of this Surah as follows: The revolution that the Prophet 

(PBUH) was leading was entering an extremely busy and challenging period 

demanding Prophet’s full attention at an unprecedented scale. This required him to be 

also very busy during the night along with the day’s busy activities. But he was told 

by Allah not to overstretch himself too much during the night as this could not be 

physically sustained over a long period of time. As a result, Allah advised him to get 

some sleep as the day’s full program of action kept him very busy and consumed lot 

of his energy:                            (73:7). “Since you have so many programs in the day, 

you do not have any time for anything else. So, it is necessary for you to devote some 

time in the night to think, to review, and to plan for the next day’s activities in the 

night.” For this the Quran said:                   (73:2) – “Try to remain awake a little in 

the night to accomplish this task.” 

I had mentioned that when Allah’s Deen (unified divine code of life regulating all 

human affairs) got transformed into religion (personal and subjective relationship 
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with God and concerned mostly with Hereafter) then the meaning and exposition of 

these verses and the way to follow and to act on them also got changed. Thus, it was 

said that                   (73:2) meant that the Prophet (PBUH) used to pray Nafl all night 

so much so that his feet used to get swollen; and that is why the Prophet (PBUH) was 

told to reduce it a little. And there was another task in the process:  – but then this سَبْحًا

was turned into moving fingers on the beads of rosary (called Tasbih) by Muslims. 

This is the way all the effort to carry out and implement this huge revolutionary 

program which required incredible challenge and hard work all day long; which 

required planning, education, review, and training in the night; and above all which 

required extraordinary perseverance and fortitude for success of this revolution – all 

this morphed into practicing ritual worship when Deen turned into religion. The 

meaning of these verses therefore changed completely in religion:  (Ibadat) ِعِبَادَت

became worship; the waking in the night ( ) became standing to pray Nafl; and َقُمِ اللَّیْل

the struggles and travails of the day became moving fingers on the beads of a rosary. 

These then became the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH); these then became the 

interpretation and meaning of these verses. When the Deen was turned into religion 

then Khilafat got transformed into Mulukiyyah—kings hips (or other forms of 

rulerships by human over other humans).  As a result, nothing remained of Islam: 

religious rituals and worship took its place;  (Ibadat) which was obedience to ِعِبَادَت

Allah’s order and commands was changed into worship of God. If these things were 

looked at in the light of the Quran then one could understand that the issue the 

Prophet (PBUH) was facing was not about worship but it was about confrontation 

with the establishment, so much so that Allah told the Prophet (PBUH) regarding this 

confrontation:                   – Endure with patience whatever they are saying and 

doing to you. Be steadfast in your program. Persevere and be focused and do not be 

distracted from your mission. So, it seems this was something that required courage, 

perseverance, steadfastness, and fortitude. If it meant only that the Prophet (PBUH) 

should be praying Nafl in the night, doing Tasbih in the day, and praying Tahajjud late 

at night, then, his opponent couldn't care less about these things. In fact, they would 

be happy to let him pray all day and all night as these did not affect their system and 

status quo.
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The objection is always about the system, not about prayer

Non-Muslim governments never have any objections if it is just a matter of only 

worship. In India, the Hindus, although they are against Muslims, do not object to the 

Muslims if they pray Nafl in the night and Namaaz in the day. Prayer and worship 

could never have been the reasons of the opponents of the Prophet (PBUH) to oppose 

him, especially after he 

Mecca – who were no longer the audience of the Prophet (PBUH) – leave him and his 

companions alone to pray and worship in Medina? If, according to the traditional 

Tafsirs, all that the Prophet (PBUH) was doing was to pray Nafl in the night then why 

did Allah say to him                        (73:10)? It means: Endure with patience whatever 

they are saying and doing to you. Be steadfast in your program. Persevere and be 

focused and do not be distracted from your mission. The next part of this verse 

clarifies it further:                – endure with patience whatever people may say 

[against thee], and avoid them with a comely avoidance. It means: Enough is enough. 

You have spent many years of your life to explain to them about the oncoming danger 

and destruction but they did not listen and did not change their ways. So, leave them 

alone.

Feeling of grief and pain by The Prophet (PBUH) 

Several places in the Quran it is mentioned that the Prophet (PBUH) used to feel lot of 

pain and grief when his opponents would not listen to his message. At this he was told 

by Allah not to grieve so much as to have his health affected. They are transgressors; 

they are adamant; they are selfish; they see their self-interests affected by this 

revolution, so they are opposing you. It is not that they did not understand the 

message but they resisted it because they wanted to protect their self-interest. So, the 

Prophet (PBUH) is asked to leave them alone. But this is not easy thing to do as it is 

painful for a concerned physician who finally abandons his patients because they are 

not listening to him. Today it may seem trivial. But if one thinks about it further then 

one realizes that for a leader – who deeply cares about his people and wants to save 

them from disaster – it is a very difficult and painful to depart from his people. 

left Mecca and came to Medina. Why didn’t his opponents in 

482013



49

Depart but in a comely way

Dear friends! It was now the last stage in this confrontation and the Quran said:                          

(72:10) – keep away from them; avoid them. After this the Quran 

immediately said:        (73:10) – avoid them but in a comely way. This was the 

Quranic order to the Prophet (PBUH).This is the difference between the usual 

worldly politics and the Quranic politics. The Quran is instructing the Prophet not to 

show enmity, engage in verbal fighting, indulge in confrontation, or voice opposition 

while departing from them. It says: you must depart, O Messenger! in a comely and 

pleasing manner. Prior to this stage the Prophet had concentrated on conveying the 

revelation and educating the Quresh; and warning them of the oncoming destruction. 

in attitude: arrogance on one side and humility on the other!

What was all this opposition and confrontation about?

The Quresh possessed an elite status from the point of view of tribal hierarchy. Their 

system of hierarchy was similar to the hierarchy we have in terms of caste, race, etc. 

the subcontinent. But the status enjoyed by the Quresh in their tribe was far superior. 

They enjoyed an elite status and a very high regard in their tribal community. They 

were at the top of the pyramid in the tribal hierarchical structure of Mecca which was 

going to be dismantled by the revolutionary call of the Prophet (PBUH) where Bilal 

society. To Quresh this was unacceptable. They could not even imagine such a drastic 

the Quresh. Because of this they enjoyed such a high status that no one could dare to 

But now the stage had reached where open confrontation was unavoidable. So, the 

Quresh were finally told by the Prophet (PBUH): “Ok, if you do not listen; if you do 

not want to be saved from destruction – then fine, get ready for it; but I must leave 

you; and I will not have any connection with you anymore. Still I and my companions 

want to leave you on good terms; we want to go in a comely way.” What a difference 

today in our societies. Even today “Syeds” enjoy higher status in Muslim societies of 

(R) (a freed Abyssinian black slave) was being addressed by Umar (R) the great 

Qureshi from an eminent family – by the honorific title of “Seydna”. This was the 

result of the Prophet’s revolution which called for equality and an egalitarian human 

change let alone accept it. Being the custodians of the K’aba was not a small thing for 
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look at their caravans with any bad intention throughout the year (106:2), come 

Dear friends! The next verse makes it absolutely clear what this confrontation was all 

about. The Quran says:                                               (73:11) – And leave Me (alone 

to deal with) those in possession of the good things of life, who (yet) deny the Truth; 

and bear with them for a little while. It is also clear from this verse as to who these 

deniers of the Truth were? Everything the Prophet (PBUH) warned them about, they 

would call it a lie. Who were these people?   

Dear friends! The Quran told in one word: they were capitalists –             (73:11)—he 

Quresh. Why they were so much opposed to the Prophet (PBUH)? If the Prophet 

(PBUH) was praying Nafl all night and moving his fingers on the beads of 

because none 

of that altered their elite status, worldly privileges, and wealth. They would not 

trouble themselves with confrontation and opposition.  They could desire nothing 

better: Let the Prophet remain busy with Nafl and Tasbih all day and all night and thus 

have no time to challenge their corrupt practices. But the Quresh were actively 

waging war against the Prophet because the revolutionary program that he was 

instituting, under Divine guidance, would result in utter destruction of the status quo. 

Thus they continually opposed the Prophet and his companions. But, once this 

confrontation reached a certain threshold then Allah told the Prophet (PBUH) to 

leave them but in a comely way; and that Allah Himself will take care of these 

capitalist Quresh.

This entire false system was declared the Deen

Dear friends! This was the confrontation. This was the bone of contention. This was 

winter or summer –                        – although piracy was commonplace in those 

days. Their commerce was protected; and their racial superiority and custody of 

K’aba conferred such a high status upon the Quresh–that they were not ready for any 

change in the status quo. Hence their extreme opposition to the Prophet’s 

revolutionary teachings.

Allah’s call that I will handle them

rosary in 

the day, and reciting the Quran; then these capitalists couldn’t care less 
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the capitalist system that became the Deen after the onset of Mulukiyyah among 

grip right away. Maybe they will repent and change their ways. Maybe they would 

wake up and open their eyes from their blindness of arrogance. It is not a matter that 

this respite is needed to gather weapons and forces from somewhere. On the contrary, 

there are chains always ready for them:                           (73:12) – With Us are Fetters 

(to bind them), and a Barrier (to stop them).

The word  instead of            ًجَحِیم جَھَنَّمَ

Here the Quran has used the word  instead of  – this is a wonder of the Quran! ًجَحِیم جَھَنَّمَ

that stops any movement and progress. In this verse it is said that they will be stopped. 

The important point to note here is that chains and fetters were themselves no less 

effective in stopping them. But the Quran immediately brought the word  after ًجَحِیم

that. This shows how serious and important it is to stop transgressors after a certain 

point. It seems the confrontation was entering a stage of impending war that was 

unavoidable. And this scene of the Quresh being chained in fetters and being stopped 

from their aggression actually happened as is described in this verse at the victory of 

Mecca. The way they stood in front of the Prophet (PBUH) as prisoners of war 

contains within itself a huge lesson. World historians are left in awe at how these 

Quresh who were as powerful and strong as mountains were standing in front of the 

Prophet (PBUH) in chains:                       (73:12) – With Us are Fetters (to bind 

them), and a Barrier (to stop them). And thus all their transgressions will end.

Receiving sustenance under capitalistic system

Dear friends! The next verse is:                  (73:13) – and a food that chokes. They will 

Muslims. Even today’s greatest interpreter, the greatest proponent of establishing the 

Deen of Islam (Maulana Maududi) says: Islam has not imposed any limits on private 

ownership; so, go ahead and hoard all kinds of wealth as much as you want, just give 

two and a half percent from your hoardings. But here the Prophet (PBUH) was being 

told to leave these capitalists alone and that Allah will handle them. But Allah’s law 

of requital will give them some respite as a mercy. This law will not take them into its 

One needs to stop at its every word and ponder. The root meaning of  is “a barrier” ًجَحِیم
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be given food that it will get stuck in their throats such that neither will they be able to 

swallow it nor will they be able to throw it up. What to say of Quranic words my dear 

friends! Sustenance, after all, would be there. But because they were            (73:11) – 

i.e., because they were extremely wealthy capitalists, very big tribal 

And the word 

 just does not mean food for the stomach; it also means everything that is ا امً عَ طَ

required for sustenance. These Quresh were brought up and raised in such lavish 

style all their life and now this kind of food for them that will choke them? That they 

would not be able to swallow or throw up? No wonder Allama Iqbal was led to say:

Oh highflying bird! Death for you is better than that diet

That from which comes laziness and barrier in the flight

After this the Quran immediately said:               – and there will be grievous suffering 

for them (73:13). The question is: When would this happen to them? This would 

happen:                                                          (73:14) – on the Day when the earth and 

the mountains will be convulsed [due to earthquake] and the mountains will [crumble 

and] become like a sand-dune on the move!

Now if we take the literal meaning that the earth and the mountains will be physically 

convulsed then one could argue that when there is an earthquake in the earth then it 

would happen in the mountains as well. So, there is no need to mention the mountains 

separately. Let us see this in terms of metaphorical meanings of  and . Arabs ُجِبَال أَرْضُ

used the word  to address tribal leaders who were as strong as mountains; as ُبَال جِ

firmly grounded as mountains in their exalted status, in their hubris, and in their 

strength. So, therefore, they were like mountains. And the rest of the people were low 

like the earth to be trampled on. So, the low class people to the Arabs were like the 

earth. These are appropriate and very good metaphors for describing these two 

groups of people: one at the top ( ) and the other at bottom ( ). The Quran is ُجِبَال أَرْضُ

saying that on that day convulsion will occur in the hearts of the megalomaniac and 

despotic leaders and their followers, what to say of the downtrodden and the 

leaders, don't 

ask how much haughtiness and hubris they displayed in their dealings? 

Meaning of  “Jibaal”ُجِبَال
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oppressed people who suffer at the bottom anyway. After this the Quran says:      

                (73:14) – and the mountains will [crumble and] become like a sand-

dune on the move! On that day, all these great leaders and their followers shall 

look like mountains will become like sand dunes, slipping away on their own…

The word  after     ًكَثِیب جِبَالُ

My dear friends! This word  itself was enough to describe the situation but the ًكَثِیب

Quran used the word  immediately afterward. That is, such a sand dune that is ًمَّھِیلا

moving from underneath the ground towards the sea for its complete annihilation. 

Let me mention that if it was just a matter of a future random event, then one can say: 

Let it be! Who cares now? But the Quran says:                (73:19) – what We are saying 

is very clear and is a fact of history. It contains within it countless meanings and 

lessons. They are reminders for you to learn lesson from it. If, on the other hand, if we 

are talking about physical mountains then in any future period if they became sand 

dunes and crumbled in the sea, then what relation does this have with us in the 

present? If this is some physical phenomenon then so be it. How does it affect us 

now? But if we take the metaphorical meaning given above then we know what kind 

of reality the Prophet (PBUH) faced with the leaders of Quresh and how the Quresh 

witnessed their mountainous high status crumble right in front of their own eyes; and 

how that can serve a lesson for future. 

Victory of Mecca serves as an example and as a living testimony         

My dear friends! When Mecca was conquered in year eight after emigration (8 A.H.) 

being told that this is coming but they used to dismiss it. The Quran clarified thus:    

 

proclaimed such revolutionary message and those who opposed them met a similar 

tremble (before the Prophet’s power and strength). And the leaders who at present 

then don’t ask what the condition of these big lofty leaders was? All along they were 

 (73:15) – O Messenger! Tell them, 

“As has been shown to you, neither is the purpose for which I have been sent new, nor 

is the outcome of those who oppose anything new.” The earlier messengers also 

fate. Amongst them was the revolution brought by Moses; and the Pharaoh’s end was 
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known to all of Quresh. “We have sent you to these people, O Messenger, so that you 

may stand as a guard and witness over them to see what they do,” the Quran declares. 

The word  clarifies that the Messenger has been sent to “all of you” and along with ْإِلَیْكُم

it he is also  – “he is watching you and seeing what you are doing.” And the ْشَاهِدًا عَلَیْكُم

example that is given in support of this evidence is that of the Pharaoh to whom Musa 

(PBUH) was sent. The confrontation of Musa (PBUH) and Pharaoh is legendary and 

evil institutions were in full force, and at their heights: Pharaoh saying:           .  

79:24) – ‘‘I am your Lord All-Highest!’’; Haman the high priest had his troops of 

waged.  So, the Prophet’s program and his struggle with the Quresh, his waking in  

the 

its story is spread throughout the Quran in more detail than any other Prophet. As I 

have been saying all along, there are only three evil institutions that crush humanity: 

(i) Mulukiyah, i.e., rule of humans over humans; (ii) Capitalism, i.e., Qarooniyat; and 

(iii) Priesthood, i.e., Hamaniyat. At the time of Prophet Musa (PBUH) all these three 

followers; and Qaroon said: all this wealth is mine and I have earned it with my own 

intelligence; and, therefore, no one has any right in this. 

Confrontation of the Prophet Musa (PBUH) and the Pharaoh

Dear friends! All these evil forces had gathered in one place, and under their iron grip, 

the people of Bani-Israel were restive, oppressed and crushed. Prophet Musa 

(PBUH) was sent to them. And now the Quresh were being told: this Prophet (PBUH) 

has been sent unto you for the same reason as Musa (PBUH) was sent to Bani-Israel. 

The Quran explained succinctly by this one example as to what this confrontation 

between Muhammad and the Quresh was all about, and why this battle was being 

night – all this was not being done for praying Nafl in the night. This was a 

struggle; this was a confrontation – exactly like the confrontation that had occurred 

between the Pharaoh and Prophet Musa (PBUH):                               (73:15). But the 

Pharaoh  did  not  listen:                          (73:16) – the Pharaoh transgressed against  

the Messenger. What was the result of this transgression?                  (73:16):  

whereupon We took him to task with a crushing grip. And then what did We do to 

him? We did . What a dramatic presentation? وَبِیل
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The Meaning of the word   وَبِیل

Dear friends! The Quran cannot be understood unless and until the meanings of its 

words are understood, today, in the same way they were understood by the Arabs at 

the time of its revelation. My book Lughatul Quran is the result of my lifelong study 

of the Quran and its Arabic language; and in this book I have given references of 

authentic lexicons that bring out the meanings of Quranic words as understood by the 

Arabs at the time of its revelation. The friends who have studied my Lughat in-depth 

tell me that there is no difficulty in understanding the Quran in light of this Lughat. In 

the process of compiling my Lughat I used to come across this unique situation: I 

could understand the meanings of the Arabic words that were prevalent at the time of 

the revelation of the Quran but there were no appropriate words in our language to 

express that meaning. I used to have some strange feelings those days—on one side 

was this clear original meaning of the Arabic word and on the other side was the 

limitation of our own literary language. But, in my mother tongue Punjabi, I could 

find words to express that meaning but I could not write that in Punjabi language in 

Lughat as this is not considered a literary language. But the fact is that the meaning 

used to become clear using words from this language. 

Let me explain this with an example. We have here:                    (73:16) – whereupon 

We took him to task with a crushing grip. And then what did We do to him? We did to 

 . himوَبِیل

Please allow me to explain this in Punjabi, and then it will become clear what the 

Quran is saying? Our students of new generation may not know how in the past 

households used the services of washermen for cleaning clothes. We now have iron 

presses for pressing clothes and removing wrinkles from them. But those days we did 

not have iron presses or wash-and-wear clothes. So, the clothes used to have a lot of 

wrinkles in them after being washed. To remove these wrinkles the washerman used 

 

to spread the washed clothes on a wooden plank and used to beat and roll a wooden 

staff on it to remove the wrinkles. They had a phrase for this process: to do “khamb”. 

May be you have heard this for the first time today. Washermen used to boil the dirty 

clothes in a cauldron. “Khamb” in Punjabi language means white mushroom and
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because of its whiteness this word was used for washed clothes; and the phrase 

“remove its khamb” was used to remove wrinkles from washed clothes and the 

phrase “make them pidra” i.e., make them smooth and even. This phrase is used in 

villages that have not been affected too much from city people and they still say: 

“remove his khamb” and make him “pidra” in regards to a person who used to display 

too much hubris and arrogance – i.e., move a heavy roller over him and remove his 

arrogance and make him learn humility. 

oppressor; and he was declaring himself as                (79:24) – ‘‘I am your Lord All-

Highest!’’ So, We took him to task with a crushing grip; We removed his “khamb” 

and made him “pidra”. So, my dear friends! Does “    ” in light of the above 

Punjabi phrases require any more explanation? In today’s terminology we would 

say: “We rolled a bulldozer over the Pharaoh.” Allama Iqbal also says: “If the staff of 

Kalim (i.e., Musa) is not there then sermons are useless.”  If you do not have a big 

stick then no one’s wrinkles can be straightened out. My friends!                  (73:16) – 

Pharaoh’s transgressions had exceeded all bounds; he had become full of hubris; he 

had become a tyrant and a megalomaniac. All these different kinds of 

The Prophet’s legendary conduct with Quresh after victory of Mecca

So, when the Quran says about the Pharaoh:                   (73:16) – whereupon We 

took him to task with a crushing grip, then the meaning of the verse becomes very 

clear in light of the above phrases of the Punjabi language. Pharaoh had become an 

wrinkles had to 

be removed from him, and this one word  means all of this. This is the miracle of وَبِیل

the Quran my friends! Those Arabs knew the meaning of this word . So, they بِیل وَ

understood perfectly what, in fact, had happened to Pharaoh. And very soon the 

Quresh got a taste of that reality themselves when all the wrinkles of their hubris and 

arrogance was removed at the victory of Mecca and they were standing in front of the 

Prophet (PBUH) in fetters and chains. The Prophet (PBUH) asked them: What 

should be done to you now? They replied: You should do what a noble brother does to 

his other brothers. 

Dear friends! Upon their defeat the Quresh did not beg for mercy. They simply 

referred to the Prophet (PBUH) as a noble brother. And the brother gave such a high 
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illustration of virtue and dignity that it became a legendary example to the world:    

 (12:92) – “No reproach shall be uttered today against you. Open their 

fetters and chains,” he said to his companions. They are asking for due treatment 

from the noble brother? This is the treatment of the noble brother –                    . 

(12:92). So, this is what happened to Quresh – no reproach of any kind was done to 

told: Are you not afraid of the day when 

its severity will make children old? The phrase “will make children old” reflects the 

severity of the doom and destruction. We also use the phrase “my hair became white” 

to indicate the intensity of the strain, e.g., we often hear the phrase: “the death of my 

son in his prime youth turned my hair white.” So, the Quresh were being warned that 

be afraid of the day when that severity 

them.

Thus:                                                                                                                     .

        (73:16-18) – The Pharaoh rebelled against the divine laws as presented 

by Our messenger (Moses). Our law of requital seized him (the Pharaoh) with such a 

severe grip that he could not get out of it. Tell them that when (such a powerful and 

strong ruler like) the Pharaoh could not escape Our grip after disobeying Our laws, 

how can they (the Quresh) get away? The doom and destruction will be so severe that 

it would instantly age children. (Normally, childhood goes through adulthood before 

the start of physical decline. But this revolution will instantly bring about the 

downfall of the wrong system.) Quresh were 

will be such that children will become old and 

the sky will become asunder. Then the Quran said this to emphasize that this is not a 

mere warning but:                   (73:18) – Whatever is being said will certainly happen; 

that this destruction is bound to happen. 

The real issue was to face the confrontation

Dear friends! These were the various stages in the confrontation with the Quresh that 

the Prophet (PBUH) went through and during which he was actively busy in the days 

and used to keep awake during the nights strategizing, planning, and pondering how 

to overcome this confrontation. This was not a matter of praying Nafl in the night. 

The Quran then addresses the Quresh (and all coming generations) that whatever is 
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mentioned in the previous verses, there is a lesson to be learned:                  (73:19) – 

would be of the wrong system of life that you have developed for yourselves. The 

contemporary people can learn a lesson by witnessing the destruction of the Quresh 

before their eyes; coming generations can look to the pages of history to learn what 

the end of the Pharaoh and Quresh was? So:                              (73:19) –which means 

what We are saying is a historic fact and a clear reminder containing many lessons. 

Let him who wills, then adopt the way of universal system of development and 

nourishment of Thy Sustainer! We do not force anyone. We explain and remind. So, 

think about it. Whoever wants to choose the right way let him do it; and whoever 

wants to choose the wrong way let him do it. Because after that, Our law of requital 

will decide the result of that choice. This result is bound to happen accordingly:      

       (73:18). It did not end with the Pharaoh nor did it end with the Quresh. 

will apply in all ages as long as human beings exist. In every era whenever a new 

Pharaoh starts transgressing the end is going to be the same. This is an unchangeable 

and enteral law applicable at all times. This is because:               (73:18). Dear 

friends! We had started our discussions with the need for the Prophet (PBUH) to 

devote some time in the night for planning and strategy for the execution of the 

program at hand. We want to draw your attention to the point from where we started 

the discussion.

The meaning of  ُتَقُوم

The Quran said:                                                                                                     . 

  (73:20) – Your Sustainer surely knows that you are busy accomplishing your 

program for almost two-thirds of the night; or half the night; or sometimes one-third 

of it. Many of your companions are also with you. However, Allah has determined 

measures for the night and day. Night has been provided for rest (78:9-

involved with work. 

Since the companions were with the Prophet (PBUH) as it is clear from this verse, 

then what were they doing?  Were the companions just watching the Prophet (PBUH) 

“This is a reminder to you so that you may think and ponder as to what the end result 

Allah’s law of requital is eternal and will apply until the Day of Judgment. This law 

11).  does ُتَقُوم

not just mean “standing” but it also means to remain busy; to be 
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pray Nafl? Or they were there for some specific purpose? The verse goes on to say 

that Allah has determined measures for the night 

A message of midnight cry and lamentation came yet again to me

Stop O traveler! Perhaps again a difficult place has come to thee

Meaning of َقُمِ اللَّیْل

Dear friends! Again a difficult point has come. According to the traditional 

interpretation          (73:20) means that the Prophet (PBUH) used to pray Nafl prayers 

in the night. And then:                            (73:20) was interpreted as: along 

for 

recitation. It has become now a practice to have Quran recitation (  ) at the قرآن تلاوت

beginning of any religious function. This is same as the ritual of writing of ِّبِسْمِ الله 

 on top of a letter although abusive language might have been written ِالرَّحْمـَنِ الرَّحِیـم

and day. Night has been provided 

for rest and sleep (78:9-11). The sleep removes the tiredness of the previous day and 

rejuvenates the body for the next day’s work. So, the companions, who were an 

integral part of the Prophet’s program, needed some rest and sleep. The companions 

are mentioned in glowing terms by the Quran:                                                            . 

(48:29) – MUHAMMAD is Allah’s messenger; and his companions are firm and 

unyielding like a rock towards those opposing the truth, but full of mercy towards  

one  another.  The  Quran addresses all companions:                                   . .                   

                                                                                                                   

…. (73:20) – Allah knows how enthusiastic and desirous you are to see that this 

program gets implemented as soon as possible; and that is why you do not care about 

your sleep or rest. However, you will not be able to sustain this schedule much longer. 

Thus He cannot permit you to undertake such strenuous and unbearably hard work, 

except in emergency when one may have to work long hours. Under normal 

circumstances reasonable limits should not be exceeded. Allah wants convenience 

for you. Hence, you should be content with small portions of the Quran, which you 

can conveniently inculcate into the hearts of your companions. These portions will 

thus take root therein and grow and flourish. As Iqbal said:

with your 

Nafl prayers recite the Quran with Qira’at – as if the use of the Quran is just 
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further down. The meaning of  is to follow, to practice, to walk behind someone. تلاوت

This is the reason the Quran is a code of guidance. In Arabic  means code of laws. ُكِتَاب

It is read because it needs to be understood. The fundamental prerequisite is to 

understand it. This is the meaning of .  But understanding it is not the ultimate تلاوت

goal either. Western orientalists understand this book of Arabic language at a better 

level than us. Therefore, to understand it is not enough. The ultimate goal is to follow 

worth pondering. Allah Himself 

selected this name for His last Book to humanity. Some lexicographers think that it is 

a 

Prophet (PBUH)! Proclaim to the whole world that universal sustenance is in the 

hands of Allah. Therefore,  means to proclaim and announce publically some ْأ اقْرَ

s

 is an immensely important term of the Quran. The root of this word according to ْاقْرَأ

Arabic language is: ق -  ر- ء – which means to collect something; gather something, to 

protect something. But one marvels at the sophistication of this language if we go 

deeper into its all its nuances. It is one thing to gather and protect something as, for 

example, money or gold, and to put it in a safe, locked, and protected place. But after 

any amount of time the money or gold will remain the same. It will not have grown. 

But the root meaning of ق -  ر- ء is to gather and protect the way the embryo is gathered 

nourishment there and becomes a child. ق -  ر- ء means that kind of dynamic 

protection of an object where its development and nourishment continue to occur 

with passage of time while at the same time it remains continuously protected. A 

complete system of life which is a whole, seamless collection of divine laws and a 

code of life, protected in such a way that it keeps up with the movement of time and 

with human societal evolution until the Day of Judgment – all this meaning is 

and obey the laws therein. This is the meaning of . Also, the word تلاوت (73:20)  فَاقْرَؤُ

normally translated as “recite the Quran”, actually means: “proclaim the 

revolutionary message of the Quran to the world.”

The meaning of the words Quran ( ) and Iqra ( قرآن( اقْرَأْ

My dear friends! The word “Quran” ( ) is قرآن

Hebrew word with root ق- ر-ا  which means “to proclaim” as in:                 (96:1) – O 

ignificant public announcement. It does not mean “read” as it is usually translated. 

and protected in the mother’s womb. It remains protected but it gets sustenance and 
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contained in the root ق -  ر- ء . It means the Quran is applicable to all times and all 

places. Its code of life will be able to maintain a system of universal development and 

understanding. In a nutshell, it is to be the aim of this life. To attain this goal the Quran 

instructed the Prophet (PBUH):        (73:20) – Try to keep awake part of the night, 

read and understand the Quran so you will be prepared to implement some of its 

principles the following day. But the traditional translation of this is that the Prophet 

stayed awake at night just praying Nafl. And if the situation demanded more work 

then, you, O Prophet! (PBUH) keep awake at night a little longer to ponder and plan 

The traditionalists interpret this as meaning that he should pray Tahajjud. And finally, 

      (73:20), which means stay awake part of the night so that you can 

read the Quran in order to understand it; so that you can implement it in your lives. 

This is interpreted by the traditionalists as meaning only that the Quran should be 

recited at night. That is to say, pray Nafl! Pray Tahajjud! And recite the Quran! 

 

(without understanding them). People started emphasizing this so much that we now 

have professional Qaris for Quran recitation. This was followed by the appearance of 

Huffaz –people who memorized the entire Quran without understanding a single 

word. This became a profession and a means of earning their livelihood. Neither the 

ones who recite nor the ones who listen comprehend the meaning of a single word. 

Then followed the practice of Shabina (i.e., all-nighters of Quran recitations) during 

 

Tajweed. Then the recitation of the Quran with tajweed became a profession and led 

to the formation of groups of professional Qaris. These Qaris are not interested in the 

meanings of the words but only in their pronunciations and how fast they can recite. 

Recitation of the Quran in this manner precludes understanding the meanings of the 

nourishment for all humankind. The action that leads to this system is called Qira’at: 

To read the Quran (Qira’at-e-Quran -- ), to understand it; and then to act on it after قرآن

as to how to advance this cause further; but this is only for you:                    (17:79). 

That is 

all. Be happy!! Go to Heaven!!!

Our meaning of Qira’at                                            

As time went by Qira’at became simply the art of reading the words of the Quran

Ramadan! As if this wasn’t enough, recitation itself became an art – the art of
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words. One does not ponder on the meanings of the words so that it can lead to 

development and elevation of the soul. And, of course, under such circumstances the 

s the raga of the Hindus for early 

raga Bhairavi. Now, according to the traditionalists, the ragas are haraam 

course, there are Nafl and Tahajjud prayers! Keep doing them! Now the whole Quran 

need to invite them – cassettes (and now You Tube) are available everywhere. There 

is huge enthusiasm and interest in this eneterprise. Muslims are very happy that 

Quran is being propagated on wide scale. Recitation and singing are being done in 

every Muslim home and on every Muslim TV channel in this age than any other age. 

Islam is being resurrected! What could be happier thing than this? It is another matter 

though that when loudspeakers came out they were declared haram but now have 

of Quran, Tajweed – all this is going on. When you ask: From where did you acquire 

these things? The reply of the traditionalists: See, it is in the Quran?                           . 

(73:20) – Whatever you can recite easily do it. Now, after all the hard work of the day 

question of Quanic implementation or Quranic obedience does not even arise. 

Groups of Qaris come from different parts of the Muslim world. Qira’at has become 

an art and the Qari has become an expert of a different art of rhythm and tune. 

Egyptian and Hejazi tunes have become very popular with listeners. People now 

appreciate the Qaris based on the style and rhythm. Do you know the difference 

between the Egyptian and Hejazi styles of Qira’at? 

The explanation of raga Bhairon and raga Bhairavi       

My dear friends! I know some music also. Ragas have been invented by Hindus. The 

Hejazi Qira’at is based on raga Bhairon. This wa

morning before sunrise. With this raga Bhairon, which is very delicate, melodious, 

and very moving, they used to wake up their Hindu deities. The next raga is Bhairavi. 

The Egyptian Qira’at is based on this raga. This is the raga for after the sunrise. This 

raga reflects feeling of happiness, joy, and ecstasy. The Egyptian Qira’at is done in 

(forbidden) but the Qira’at done in these ragas are not Halal but bring huge rewards 

in the Hereafter! So this is Qira’at, these are Qaris, and this is recitation; and, of 

is being recited in one night!! Famous Qaris are invited to do Qira’at. But there is no 

become part of this resurrection process of Islam. Qira’at, Tilaawat, Memorization 
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the Prophet (PBUH) and companions gather together in the night. For what? Just to 

read some Quran. My dear friends! This has now become the interpretation of this 

verse.

 

fit in this new machinery of Islam. Now, the more these warped meanings are 

promoted the more they say the renaissance of Islam is taking place! No wonder!! If 

you criticize, then troops of Haman are ready to charge and pounce.

Instructions for accomplishing Quranic program

What needs to be done for accomplishing this Quranic program? For this the Quran 

says:                              (73:20) – the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions should sit 

together at night and think and ponder over how to advance this Quranic program; 

they make sure the goal is realistic; and they advance towards that goal deliberately, 

gradually, and progressively. They move slowly. They are advised not to try to hurry. 

Because: 

(73:20) 

–  Allah knows that some of you are weak and may fall sick; some of you have to 

travel far in search of livelihood; and some of you have to participate in wars for 

which good health and stamina are necessary. Therefore, tackle only small portions 

of the Quran so that these can be understood and assimilated easily. The agenda 

should be such that it is possible to cover every aspect of it during part of the night. 

Then the Quran says:                               (73:20) – whatever you have decided 

strange 

characteristic: when the program advances further or when they encounter a 

challenge they want to accomplish everything quickly, in a day. They have this strong 

How everything got changed

Dear friends! Just one thing changed: Allah’s obedience changed into the obedience 

of humans and then everything got changed under it. In a system where the obedience 

is done to humans – no matter the form of government – the original (real) meaning of 

Qira’at and Tilaawat could not fit in; so their meaning was changed so that they could

during 

the night’s deliberations try to accomplish only that much. Humans have this 
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desire in their hearts to speed things up. Here, Allah had to advise the Prophet 

My dear friends! The Prophet (PBUH) had this innocent desire in his heart that 

whether he will be able to see the final goal of this program in his lifetime or his whole 

lifetime, O Prophet, the fulfillment of] some of what We have promised them, or 

whether We cause thee to die [before its fulfillment] - thy duty is no more than to 

deliver the message; and the reckoning is Ours.                             (73:20) – whatever 

portion of the Quranic teaching has been accomplished; be satisfied to inculcate it 

into the hearts of the companions so that they are able to nourish and develop it. That 

is, try to inculcate only that much of the Quran into their hearts which 

of the Quran; 

become a Qari. After this what to do:                             (73:20) – The traditionalists 

answer: Read Namaaz and give Zakah. 

with the program that the Quran talks about and that Prophet (PBUH) and 

companions followed. That program was to establish the order of Salaah gradually 

and also to make arrangements for the nourishment and development of humankind. 

So:                           (73:20) – For this objective give your wealth to the Divine order 

as a loan, and it will be returned to you manifold. What a beautiful loan is              !      

(PBUH) and his companions: “take it easy and do not exhaust yourselves; advance 

deliberately and gradually towards the goal. Otherwise, you will get tired.” Whoever 

would follow these instructions would become the leaders in this world.

The Prophet’s desire to see the results

life will be spent in struggle and hard work. It seems that this Prophet’s wish was 

moving fast in his heart, so Allah advised the Prophet (PBUH):               .          

      – BUT WHETHER We let thee see [in thy 

they are able to 

handle. But this became with us: Pray Nafl in the night; do the Qira’at 

Dear friends! Every day we see pamphlets and newspaper ads asking people: 

“establish Namaaz; read Namaaz; and give Zakah”. Give two and half percent from 

your savings, and, according to them the program is done. But this has nothing to do 

642013



What do we mean by          قَرْضًا حَسَنًا

 My dear friends! What is the meaning that the Arabs understood by ? Youقَرْضًا حَسَنًا

must have seen animals eating their food very fast and then they sit relaxed and chew 

the cud afterwards. The regurgitated raw fodder then gets assimilated in the form of 

 nourishment that becomes part of the body. This is called : Originally it wasقَرْضً

taken in raw form as fodder and then the divine system breaks it down and renders it 

in the form that nourishes the body of the society and becomes part of it. This process 

حَسَنً  is called  . It said here that give your wealth to the Divine system. Allah willقَرْضً

return it in a form that becomes part of the living body of the Quranic society:

   (73:20) – In other 

words (in the initial stages of the establishment of the order) We shall credit your 

account with any good you do; and ultimately all will be returned to you together with 

a great reward. (This Divine system will return to you every penny 

Actually:              . 

(73:20) – All this We are saying is not for Us. This is for your own benefit. Think 

about it! What you have sent forward for your selves. You would have become tired 

after reaching your destination but what you gave would be returned to you then 

manifold. This would be a great reward:                     (73:20). This is the way you can 

seek protection from Allah against the dangers created by your enemies. This way 

you will remain protected from all kinds of dangers and uncertainties:               . 

    (73:20) – Thus, seek protection from Allah against the dangers being 

created by your opponents. He will keep you safe from the dangers and also provide 

you abundant means of nourishment. 

My dear friends! Surah Muzammil ( ) – and its program – is now finished here. ُالْمُزَّمِّل

We will take up Surah Al-Mudassir ( ) next.ُالْمُدَّثِّر

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what 
we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)

which you spend 

now; and along with it even your “self” will be nourished.) 
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