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Surah Al-Mursalaat (=> <)) — Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 29: Chapter 30
By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends, today is May 11, 1984 and today’s lecture starts with verse (77:38)
of Surah AI-Mursalaat (< al),

Critical moment

If you remember, the struggle between truth (3~) and falsehood (Jb\) that started
with Prophet Nooh (PBUH) continued through history and ultimately reached the
period of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). That struggle reached a critical stage which
the Quran has called: g}ﬁ\jﬁlﬁ (77:38)—this is the Day of Distinction or Judgment;
this is the deciding day between truth (3~) and falsehood (Jbkb). The Quran has called
the battle of Badr as: gEﬁL’e}? (8:41)—the day of distinction — the day when truth (&)
and falsehood (J-L) were separated. From this point of view it was a decisive
moment. History tells that after this day, the struggle between truth (&~) and
falsehood (Jkb) had decidedly taken a new turn. This was a victory of truth (3~) over
falsehood (JbY). The Quran has also used Jiwdll 2'ssand O& 24l 2's1in the sense that there
would be clear distinction between who is who on that day. It says in Surah Ya-Sin:
O;;;g‘@toﬁ\ LWJEaN (36:59) — You criminals! Stand aside today! Get away from the
righteous people. The point the Quran is emphasizing here is of fundamental
importance. We know it is easy to recognize who is who in the animal kingdom. It is
impossible to get deceived by an animal pretending to be some other animal. It is
another matter though that an animal can be killed and be eaten by another animal —
but everything works in a clear-cut transparent manner in the animal kingdom. And
animals have no problems recognizing each other. This is why animals cannot
deceive each other. The difficulty with humans is that everyone has a human form
and a human face regardless of physical differences. There is no way to tell between a
wolf and a lamb among humans; and that is why it is easy to get deceived. And, my

dear friends, all human troubles, all human miseries; all human conflicts and
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struggles; and all human mistrusts of each other are the result of this deception.

I had a friend who was very successful as success goes. I asked him: My friend, you
are always happy and I am always miserable. What is the reason? He said it is very
simple. When I deal with a new person I first assume that he is untrustworthy. And
then I proceed from there. If it turns out that he is untrustworthy then [ am not sorry as
I had originally assumed anyway that he was. If he turns out to be good and
trustworthy then I am happy. On the contrary, when you deal with someone for the
first time, you think he is a good and trustworthy person. When he does not turn out
that way —as is the case most often — then you feel miserable. That’s it my dear
friends! Humans cannot be truly recognized by their outward appearance. How
beautifully a poet has put it:

Scattered locks, torn neck, lost in youthful gloss,

1 thought you are pain-aware from looks of loss!
This is the reality of life my friends! Getting deceived is peculiar to humans only.
Human self-deception

My dear friends, the present human society is non-Quranic. This is true everywhere
on the planet. One cannot differentiate humans from humans. Those who want to
deceive put on so much makeup that one cannot find out the real person from his
outward facade. You can very well imagine what kind of heavenly society that would
be where everyone can be recognized as the way they really are from inside:
Grao ,:J\ 23505 (36:59) — Since a heavenly society is being created now — You
crlmlnals' Step aside! Aoaﬁéjzﬁ"\éjz (55:41) — In this society criminals will be
recognized by their foreheads, by their faces. How worry-free and tranquil that
society would be where humans are so recognized. When the Quran says: uLe ,A\”’
(8: 41),&;:5 |2515a (77:38); JAA( KA (36:59) — Thisis the day of distinction —then
itis a great Mercy for human beings. But what can we say? Now we see these verses
of the Quran. At most, we understand their meaning; but there is no trace of that
heavenly society where by looking at the forehead one can find out whether one is
looking at a criminal or looking at a virtuous person. In the present society there is

deception everywhere. And the result is hell. The Quran says: UJ”’ ﬁ;w G
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(77:38) — They will be told: This then is the day of distinction for which We have
gathered you all — you and the earlier generations. Thus you will see the Quran

mentioning that the biggest problem was of dealing with the hypocrites. They were
mingled within the society. They could not be recognized. And then there is the law
of Allah which does not change for anyone, not even for the Prophet (PBUH). Allah
told the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions that We will not tell you who is
hypocrite and who is sincere; you will have to find that out for yourselves by the signs
of'their hypocrisy.

This hypocrisy will not remain forever

Mt dear friends, this hypocrisy will not remain forever. There will come a time when
the Quranic society will be established and it will be cleansed of the hypocrites. The
sincere Momins will be separated from the hypocrites. Thus a Quranic society will be
created where the question of human deception does not arise. This will be the Day of
distinction. This will be the Day of decision. People would be recognized from their
foreheads.

My dear friends, next is the issue which tells that the struggle between truth (3=) and
falsehood (Jkk) was happening in this world. Whatever is to happen in the Hereafter
will happen there. We believe that. Moreover, about events of the Hereafter — we
cannot understand by our present consciousness. But, even if we could understand
that, then what could we gain from that anyway? There would be no time for reform
there; there would be no chance for ~ s there. There would be no chance for doing
good deeds there. Nothing can be changed there. Whatever one has earned &ere, only
that will be recompensed there. It is only going to be of any benefit to us when we are
told here about whatever is to be done /ere, in this world, so that we can improve
ourselves here, in this world; so that we can follow some strategy /ere, in this world
to remedy the untoward situation. Now, see what the Quran says: jj;,fa 35 53 BB
(77:39) — You used to make big plans against Our program. Now if you have any
plans still left with you, then you may try that as well. You can see that this could only
be the case here, in this world. Otherwise, what planning the proponents of falsehood
(JhkL) could do in the Hereafter? That is out of the question.

My dear friends, we are entering the last stages of the Quran. There is no certainty for
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life. Please engrain firmly in your mind this notion that these are the struggles of this
4

W L Lag )2
world that the Quran mentions here. Again and again the Quran says: uug&,l) Saoad Uy

(77:40) — that day will be of great destruction for those who used to belie Our Law of
Requital. They used to taunt when warned about the oncoming destruction. But, now,
they are facing it.

The righteous (0% Muttageen) group

My dear friends, in contrast to this group the Quran talks about another group:
(77:41-42) 535 G 851555 uﬁ;&b&&ﬁ‘& —this second group is of (&%, This is
a very comprehensive term of the Quran. The meaning of (sis (Muttageen) is: those
who lead their lives by protecting themselves from life’s dangerous turns, its
treacherous valleys, and its evil vagaries. How do they do this? They follow
a2 EYE) (1:5) — They follow the straight way. Those who do this — the Quran calls
them (s (Muttageen). These are also the (:iss=. The Quran talks about heaven for
the (8% and (iss by using observable and perceptible examples. For the Arab
people what could be a heaven other than a lush green garden with cool streams
flowing underneath? s (heaven) means garden under which streams are flowing
and fruits hanging from trees which are within the reach of everyone. This was
heaven to the people of Mecca where there was no trace of any grass blade let alone
green trees. This was called g ) 2 sx& ) s:—a valley in which there is no arable land.
And it still is. And these people became the owners of such lands that don’t ask how
lush and green they were?! — (ys2’s J\Ua My dear friends, if the present society were
to be constituted of (x8& then this world, this very Earth, will become heaven. Just
think about it: that society where a stranger is greeted with the message »&ile 230 (I
wish for your safety and security) and if this wish was not based on hypocrisy but
based on sincerity, based on complete assurance and 100% trust; and that stranger
greets you back with the same message; and where, people had such dealings among
themselves as: Solas 2 }u%) WC}E g%y (59:9) — they rather give others
preference over themselves, even though poverty be their own lot — then won’t that
society be a heavenly society?

Attributes of the heavenly society on Earth

My dear friends, the Quran mentions that there will be nothing inside the hearts of the
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people of heaven that they would try to hide it from each other. Allahu Akbar! This is

the description of a heavenly society on Earth. If ever, by good fortune, a person finds
another person like this then that relationship becomes heavenly between the two.
And, if a society were based on such people then you can very well imagine how
heavenly that society will become. And then the Quran said this in many places:
u’b)’(\j‘; Gl Gax 3825 (3:133) — the paradise encompasses both the Earth and the
heavens. We can translate &1 sill as heavenly places but the (= xY) (41-Ard) is this
Earth. So, the Quranic paradise does encompass the Earth. In another place the
Quran says: g;g:j; Cﬁ.ﬂﬁ‘ g;,;)ﬁj (50:31) — And paradise will be brought to the
(&% (God-conscious), and will no longer be far away; and they will be told:
G Gla (50:32) — “This is what you were promised.” The Quran says here that
paradise will no longer be far away from the (x8% (God-conscious); that it will be
brought to them here, on Earth. Therefore, the Quran nullifies our traditional belief
that paradise will be only after death; that no one will have the paradise here:
Don t drink, nor let anyone else drink O pious one?
What to say of this pure heavenly drink O pious one?!

Socially leaving in hell

My dear friends, the Quran, by emphasizing 1, in: G333 GIGa (50:32) — “This is
what you were promised,” — leaves no doubt that it is talking about the heaven on
Earth that will come to (8 (God-conscious). But we have postponed everything
related to heaven to after death and to Hereafter. Well! In a way we seem to be right.
How could we, living in perpetual hell, here in this world, ever imagine heaven
coming to us? Leave aside the rest of the world, at least we, who read these verses, are
actually living in hell for thousands of years. No doubt this applies to us, when the
Quran says: ﬂl&s{,ﬁg 4'5, 206 (2:167)—they cannot get out of hell. It says that when
they try to get out of hell then they would be pushed back into it. There will be no way
that they could get out of the hell. Those people who are living in this hell for
thousands of years —how can they ever imagine the life of heaven on this earth? How
can they ever believe that there will be heaven on this earth?! But the Quran says:
Q;;:;Qféﬂiﬁ‘&:@ﬁ; (50:31) — And heaven will be brought to the (8% (God-
conscious), and there will no gap between them and heaven. What the Quran says is



:2014 4 a8 (HEAL L1

the most important attribute of heavenly society? Qﬁb&;ﬁ ;%L;Z.; \ﬁ;ﬂ‘j\jjg(77:42-43)
—and partake of whatever fruit they may desire; and they will be told: Eat and drink in

good cheer in return for what you, while living in the world, did as (x&% (Muttageen).
A clear sign of heaven

My dear friends, on the surface it looks like that there are different kinds of fruits in
heaven and one picks whatever fruit one wants. But what the Quran has said here
requires much deeper thought. In the entire creation of Allah human beings are the
only ones endowed with freewill and freedom of choice. From this, I think you get an
idea what I am getting at: () s¢5 Cws means there is freedom of choice. And freedom

of choice means independence: if there is no hindrance in the exercise of that
freedom then this is called independence. This is the essence and distinguishing
feature of human beings compared to all other creations in nature. Wherever in the
Quran these words — meaning desire or wish — come, it means the exercise of the
power of human freewill granted by Allah; and a heavenly society provides complete
freedom to do that. What kind of freedom that would be? My dear friends, this has
come many times in these lectures: (41:30) ;g;"i;a% l5alEe) 65 2 B 6 &j\ &
AN AT @\;ﬁ@]}kjﬁ]ﬁj’fﬁﬁsgﬁml — Behold, as for those who say, “Our
Sustainer is Allah,” and then steadfastly/pursue the right way — angels descend upon
them, saying: “Fear not and grieve not, but receive the glad tiding of that paradise
which has been promised to you! And: 8535 (& 3; ﬁg;é"j"é’ SB3s ,:i\é K¢ ’iﬁ/ K
556G 55 251 (41:31)— We are close unto you in the life of this world and will
be so in the life to come; and in that life to come you shall have all that you may
desire, and in it you shall have all that you ever wanted and desired. This is real
freedom of humankind: Whatever you wish to have you will get. No one will prevent
you from exercising your freewill and the freedom of choice. So, this freedom is not
just limited to choosing fruits but the freedom and power of choice that Allah has
granted human beings — they will have full freedom to exercise that right in that
heavenly society structured on the permanent values given by Allah. Contrary to this,
the first thing that would happen in hell is that there will be no question of freedom;
there will be no question of freewill or choice. There will not be two possibilities
there. There are no two possibilities in (hell) fire. The security guard of hell is called
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Master (SJW). Therefore, the rest are slaves. And, in hell: £ag 13 Glak’s (77:13) — the
food is given that chokes. Neither one can swallow that food nor get it out of the

throat. There will be no choice. They will be told: ;ﬁ‘i{ ;;j‘ A4S (44:49). Taste
it—as if someone would be forcing this food down your throats — you who considered

yourself'so mighty, so noble! Now get used to being force-fed.
There is no choice in hellish society

My dear friends, the Quran says that in this hellish society: (33 (44:49) — Now
swallow it. Do you see what is missing here? What has been usurped? It is not the
question of what kind of food that is. The same bread that is eaten everywhere is also
available in prison. But what a difference it is in both situations? This is hell and the
difference is that there is no freedom; there is no freewill or freedom of choice. As we
saw, the basic characteristic of heaven is human freedom and human freewill and
choice. And this freedom of choice is usurped from human beings in hell. How aptly
this is described by the following:

What great burdens didn 't I carry O Magnificence?
What I wanted didn t happen, what I didn t, ensued!
I have only a minor complaint of God's Beneficence,
What I asked I did not get, what I didn t, I received!

This is the life of hell. This is the life of slavery. There is lot to say about hell and
heaven. Let us see few poems of Igbal.

Freeperson’moment is a year of a serf;
How burdensome are the times of a serf!
Freeperson's pulse, a message of eternity;
Serf’s every moment, a new swift demise!
Freeperson's dream illuminated by reality,
Serf’s daydream a prisoner of mythology!
Serf expects from a wizard, a miracle;
Freeperson is but himself a miracle!

What is the sign of a freeperson? Choice, i.e., exercise of freewill. I just



.2014 4 50 (HEAL L1

remembered another poem of Igbal — that when the coffin of a serf is lowered in

the grave then the grave says to the serf:
Ah! You were a serfin the world O despised one;
1 failed to understand why my dust is burning one?

I did not know why fire is coming out of my dust? Now I know that you were a
serf who is being buried:

From your coffin my darkness further became darker;
From your coffin earth’s curtain of honor got asunder!
What to say of Igbal? What he is able to convey in his own unique style?!
The grave now says:
Beware! Hundred times from the coffin of a serf, beware!
O Israfil! O Creator of the Universe! O pious Life soul!

Beware! Hundred times beware from the coffin of a serf. This is hell. There is no
choice here. There is no 0 s Yas (77:42) here. This is because whatever orders are
given must be carried out. Whatever is given to eat must be eaten. My dear friends,
the essence of being human is: st Y (77:42) — freedom of choice. Let us give
some further details from the Quran: 32 3 Walsled 55t Gagd (50:35) — In that
(paradise) they shall have whatever they may desire - but there is yet more with Us.
The same word “0 555 has also come in reference to Allah in the Quran. In that
heavenly society whatever one desires one will get — and more. Since one’s desires
are limited Allah gives more. Allahu Akbar! Giving after looking at the recipient’s

cup’s size and more!
Difference between life’s desires and the heaven of the hereafter

My dear friends, our desires, our wishes, our wants are limited. These are at the level
of physical life. If we are told today to ask whatever we want, then we are limited by
time and our present level of consciousness. We cannot think beyond that. In the
above verse Allah is saying that We will give you beyond what you may ask because
your wants after all will be limited by your physical limitation. If we ask a child: Son!

What do you want? He will ask for some fancy toy. His wish cannot transcend
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beyond his mental level. If you tell him: Son! It is okay I will give a toy car but I will

also give you a real car. Then his limited mind cannot comprehend this. What to say
ofthe Quran? It says: &5 t}ﬁ; & 6};@; (3] (50:35)—They shall have whatever they
may desire — but there is yet more with Us. There are many similar verses in the
Quran on this subject — you can see them in my concordance (< s3) of the Quran. On
this same topic there is a unique verse in it the Quran: éﬁ@iﬁ‘; G.’&;«sgj\ "y 5
A5 BAS TGS 8d )5 *wie s B Kl COR Gl 891 GE e 7
(9:72) — Allah has promised the believers, both men and women, gardens through
which running waters flow, therein to abide, and goodly dwellings in gardens of
perpetual bliss: but Allah’s goodly acceptance is the greatest bliss of all -for this, this
is the triumph supreme! Many translations of — j:ng.&n‘ ) 5 —say: And Allah’s
happiness will be even greater. That is, Allah becomes happy (or Allah becomes
angry). To become happy or angry is human emotional trait. This cannot be

applicable to Allah.

The Quranic meaning of &) s

My dear friends, the root meaning of & 5= is something else. This means: to live life
in harmony with the attributes of Allah. That is, to imbibe the attributes of Allah in
our character within human limitation. How can we understand how this transforms
our “self” — the being that is to move forward after death — and turns the human
society into a heaven? Well! By: 5% &1s)5 — by harmonizing our character with
the attributes of Allah. And — X! —means that this harmonizing will bring even
greater bliss than what one can imagine.

Commandments for believers and the meaning of freedom

My dear friends, the question arises here that the believer has to also accept the orders
from Allah; and he is bound by them. So, one may say that once someone accepts to
be bound by order then he no longer remains free and independent. But there is a
difference between being bound versus being bound. I will explain this with an
example: If you decide that you will go for a walk every morning for health benefits
then this bound did not curtail your freedom because this is self-imposed. Any self-
imposed bound does not curtail individual freedom. On the contrary, it is a sign of
individual freedom. Let us come to the Quran. How is this supposed limitation or
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bound described? Again, let us understand through an example: Suppose one is sick

and he decides on a particular type of (say, allopathic) treatment. This has eliminated
all other types of treatments. Now, he decides to see a particular physician and to
follow his prescription and directions. Now, these did not curtail any freedom but, in
fact, are manifestations of freedom and choice. The Quran’s prescriptions and
directions are also similar. First of all, the Quran requires that one should acquire
Iman (become a believer of it) and leave Kufr (all other beliefs). In relation to
acquiring Iman, the Quran says: 56504 Cﬁ;&:ﬁ;h =850 32’!‘}’3; (18:29)—
And say: "The truth has now come from your Sustainer: let, then, him who wills,
believe init, and let him who wills, reject it."

The meaning of sl (=

My dear friends, the above requirement of believing in truth comes with complete
freedom of choice: “s\%” (Sha’a) means freedom of choice. Allah’s Will does not
force anyone to accept or to reject His message. He does not make one a believer or a
disbeliever. People have to make this choice of their own freewill what they want to
become. In many verses the Quran has said that if it was Allah’s Will to make humans
without freewill as He has made the rest of the objects and creatures in the Universe,
then He would have done it. But it was not Allah’s Will to do that. Allah has granted
humans freewill: ¢ (=, Allah says that he has sent the truth. Now, it is up to humans
to accept or reject it: G5 a s Ceilb G "’”jﬁ:ﬁéfggﬁ\gﬁ; (18:29)— O Prophet
(PBUH) say: "The truth has now come from your Sustainer: let, then, him who wills,
believe in it, and let him who wills, reject it." Do you see how freedom has been kept
intact? Now, this is the first thing related to belief or /man; and this is the most
fundamental one. After this, the Quran says that do what you want in your entire life.
My dear friends, you will not see this message being delivered to humans from any
religious platform: 2323 s G "j:i\ (41:40) — Do what you want. So, Allah is saying to
humans: Do whatever you want to do in your world, We will not interfere. The Quran
says further: 8;[;,‘_3} x@:&z\ 2% 8 (6:135)— O Prophet (PBUH)! Tell your
people, “You may do whatever you choose, I will not interfere. And, by the same
logic, do not interfere in my program.” This is the main point I am emphasizing

today: To protect and to maintain human freedom from every target that tries to usurp
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it — this is the aim of the Quran; this is the essence of the life of heaven. To put

restrictions on this by any human (or group of humans) is to turn it into hell; it is to
turn freedom into serfdom,; it is to degrade humanity. Because: & 3;:? C)L-é:,l 66
&) g}i&gi} 15 ijw@ 0% 48y, 59y ;,&g\ (3:79) — The fundamental principle
of the system of the Quran (Deen or Islam) is that no human being — even though
Allah may have given him a code of laws, or the power to enforce it, or even
Prophethood — has the right to say to others: “You shall obey me rather than Allah.”
No human has the right to rule over other humans. No human has the right to curtail
or usurp human freedom. I have mentioned this many times before: what you call
belief is based on “sl& (= (or human freewill) and the action is based on “L | sl
2325” (or human freedom of choice). As for the obedience of the order Allah — of
course this is there in the Quran. But as I explained, this is akin to following
directions and prescription of a physician. This is not being subservient to anyone but
to follow the direction and prescription based on one’s complete freedom of choice
for one’s own benefit.

The meaning of =\l (Ita’at), ¢\ (Ittiba’a), and _»: (Birr)

My dear friends, the root of the Arabic word <elal is: ¢ - 5— k. Its root meaning is: The
ripe date that falls itself without applying any force. If one has to use thrashing force
to dislodge the dates from the date tree then it is not called <.=l. From this one can
understand the true meaning of <), What a wonderful meaning this word <eUal
has! Having similar meaning is the word ¢!, The meaning of this word can be
explained by an example: An animal’s baby follows the mother behind her. The
mother does not force or order the baby to do this. The baby feels so attached and
attracted to the mother that it keeps on following her mother wherever she goes. The
baby feels safe and secure in closely following the mother — This is called ¢\ in
Arabic. Again we see the wonders of Arabic language in capturing this whole

scenario in just one word:
Bound at your doorsteps without chain
This is the word of the Quran. This is g¢\<I: That is, ¢ of the Quran means that one

should feel so much gravitational pull from it that one keeps orbiting around it of
one’s own volition; that one makes it the center of attraction of one’s entire life. My
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dear friends, there is another word _» that is normally translated as piety but very little

attention is paid to its root meaning. The verse is: f.;)l u/:.‘.-’/ (2:177). The word ““_»" is
Arabic word but by translating it as if it was a Persian word we have destroyed its
meaning. In fact, this word _» is even more important than <l or ¢\l in the context
of freedom. In el there is external authority that we obey of our own free choice;
and in g\l there is connotation of following by being attracted to some external
object. Apart from these two words, there is yet another word in Arabic in this
context, and that is “_»” (Birr). Let us explain this also by an example: We breathe. In
this exercise there is no extrinsic authority that we follow or there is no extrinsic
entity that we are attracted to. Then what is this? Well! This is intrinsic and necessary
activity to sustain and maintain our life with our full freedom; and it is, in fact,
autonomic. This is a self-propelled autonomous free action. This is called “_»” in
Arabic language. In obeying Allah’s commands there is obedience, but in this ““_»”
there is no obedience. My dear friends, do you see where the Quran wants to take
humans — the exercise of complete freedom of choice using their own freewill
obeying the guidance of Allah’s Book as if it is their own breath; as if it becomes their
nature just like their own breath. By this we become what Allah wants us to become
by our own free choice “¢L& (= and by actions based on what we want to do “L | sk
~3.5” How do believers (Momineen) practice this? Well! Whenever they are faced
with choices; whenever two possibilities come — and they want to decide what they
should do then they follow the directions of Allah like the way they follow the
directions of a physician of what to eat or drink; of what is harmful or what is good —
of their own free choice. The Quran says about the believers that: ;@3 Qr‘jlo,’;.@ﬁ s
(81:29) — they harmonize their freewill with Will of Allah. In any situation which
requires choice they first see what Allah wants — which is described in his Book, the
Al-Quran — and then by exercising their freedom of choice they want the same thing
as Allah wants for them. Now, there is no compulsion in this. From exercising this
choice a believer does not lose his freedom. It is just that for his own decision he has
taken a light; he has taken guidance. Did you see how right this approach is? This is
what the Quran gives whenever a believer is faced with a choice; whenever

possibilities of choice come — and he has to make a choice — then he first sees what
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Allah wants i.e., he first sees what the Quran wants. And then he follows what the

Quran wants. So, this is not being subservient because he is doing this using his own
freedom. No one forces him to do it; he has every right to choose against what the
Quran wants but a believer (Momin) doesn’t. I have said this many times that the
translation and the interpretation of these verses were done during the reign of kings
and these were done to enslave humans; they were done to make them subservient to
kings and priests; they were done to snatch away the freedom which Allah has
guaranteed in the Quran. That is how kingships and dictatorships run. They exist by
snatching away freedom of choice. There is no question of freedom of choice in any
aspect of life in these autocratic regimes. They survive by usurping the individual
freedom of choice. The first book of the meaning and interpretation of the Quran was
done by Tabari during kingship. All later books of translation and interpretation are
based on Tabari — until today. Now, if under these types of dictatorial regimes the
translations and the interpretations of the Quran are done; then do you think these
will give lessons in freedom and choice?

Forget about freedom in books compiled during kingship

As for usurping freedom, the Quran says: i“‘b‘;?:fj QT‘\J}Q;Z‘E; (81:29) — You should
only desire what Allah wants you to desire. So, the first thing is: Do whatever you
want; but you should wish what Allah wants you to wish. But this has been
interpreted by these interpreters as: You cannot wish anything except what Allah
wishes. That’s it. You do not have your own freedom of choice in this. This is what
comes from the interpretations done during kingships. Otherwise, it is quite
straightforward: whenever you are faced with the two choices or two ways; then first
see what Allah has said of which way is better for you. Then, choose the way that
Allah wants but do it of your own freewill, of your own volition. This way you can
harmonize your will with the Will of Allah. When you do that then you become the
destiny of Allah, you become the standard bearer of Allah. You become the hand of
Allah. In the words of Igbal:

Develop your Self so strong that before every destiny
Allah Himself asks you: “Tell me what your wish is?”

Human will of his own free choice is harmonized with Allah’s Will in that case. My
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dear friends, did you see that s Yw does not just mean that you eat whatever

fruits you want? This, in fact, is the essence of being human. You will find this
freedom of choice as the central theme of a heavenly society, e.g., @a &2 1585 Gs K5
in (2:35) — Eat freely thereof, both of you, whatever you may wish. Next verse:

ey G (fil\””l 31 (77:43)— Eat and drink in good cheer in return for what you
did. There is so much concentration in this statement: eat and drink with pleasure
because this is in return for what you did: uj;;.a ;f:f L; (77:43): This isnot a favor; you
didn’t beg for it; this you have earned it; and you have achieved this as a result of your
own good deeds. This does not happen in an unjust society. Only in a just (heavenly)
society based on the universal values one receives full and complete return of one’s
efforts. (a5 (18 B 6 $eba 85 A G2 JE8 055 (20:112) —anyone who will have
done righteous deeds, and was a Momin, then need have no fear of being wronged or
exploited. And he will get full return of what he did: u,m;i’fb (77:43). Next verse
is: M‘ LSJ‘ JoSU (77:44) — Thus, behold, do We reward the doers of good; you
led a balanced (good) life and you got the return for it. You followed the right
prescription and directions and you received the benefits. This is the right system. In
contrast to this: uum _:’: CB5(77:45)— And those who were belying this; believing
that it is not going to happen: woe on that Day unto those who give the lie to the truth.

Oso s }ﬁlﬂ;l; 5, ‘;IS (77:46) — My dear friends, you can see again that this is being
told about this life, here, in this world. You will get the bread the way criminals get it.

Yes! You will get bread but as criminals — in restrained quantities. This is the bread of

ro wfem /,/:9’

serfdom. — uu J i3 s (77:47) —woe on that Day unto those who give the lie to
the truth. £33 G128 % 20 (ks1g);  (77:48)— and when they were told to bow down
before commandments of Allah then they arrogantly refused. The result?

s W, /,/:9:

Gl e s (77:49) — woe on that Day unto those who glve the lie to the truth!

9 (£ . 5

The last verse of this Surah ends with this final statement: {35 53 (ONE u‘(.a (77:50)
—In what other tidings, then, will they, after this, believe? This is the last verse of part
(J>) 29 of the Quran. Finally, they are being told after all these warning and
explanations: We have explained this clearly; we have given all the proofs and
evidences; we have given them historical observations and accounts. If after all this

they do not want to listen to the truth; they do not want to accept the reality then —
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what else is there that they will accept? What a beautiful way to end this argument?!

kg

My life’s treasure

My dear friends! We have completed the last verse of Surah AI-Mursalaat (<3 <l)
in today’s lecture and it happens to be the end of part (J>) 29 of the Quran. Today’s
lecture is over but [ want to continue further for a special reason that is related to my
emotional state right now. It is human nature that one feels sad to part with his most
beloved thing in life. It is okay. I am also a human being. I do not want to say anything
except to mention that my life’s treasure; my life’s gift that [ have — the Quran — is
purely from the Grace of Allah. As far as material possessions are concerned, [ never
tried to accumulate them that [ should feel sad for losing them, though Allah gives me
enough to survive. And, as for satisfying my literary and artistic taste, it is something
that cannot be taken away. For internal emotional satisfaction there is attraction in
these things, but, my friends, the most attractive thing and the most valuable treasure
of my life is the Book of Allah; and the most lovable and the most important person
for me is the person who brought this Book, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

My dear friends! I am now going to talk about this Book and then I will do about the
Prophet (PBUH). The Quran is a limitless ocean. In the words of Igbal:

Eternity behind it and Eternity in front
No limit behind it and No limit in front

There is no question of it ever being finished. But when it got protected under the
chandelier of leaf then it took material form. We count the Book of Allah from our
point of view as: part 1, part 2, etc... Now, [ want to express my feelings in front of
you. I may be five or six when I got a part of the Quran in my hands. Okay! This is the
case with every Muslim child. But for nearly fifty years now not a single day went by
—except those days when I may have been seriously sick — that my heart and mind did
not receive the sacred light from this holy Book. This feeling has been there with me
for nearly fifty years — that whenever I reach part (J») 29 of the Quran I feel some
kind of jolt. You can say that this is due to my emotional state when I reach there, as |
cannot provide any rational reasoning for something which has no limits? But what is
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it that we count using a perceptible measure as far as the Quran is concerned? When [
said that this is the last verse of the part (J>) 29 of the Quran — then I did not say it
lightly. There is a storm brewing inside my chest at this time. This has been

happening with me all my life. Whenever I reach this stage in the Quran then I start
having this feeling: Is this going to get finished? But when I reach the end of the
Quran I connect its last verse with its first verse to get over that feeling. And I
continue to keep going....and going ...

My passionate inner drive

How humans can create a beautiful make-believe world for themselves! Anyway,
this is what I do for myself regarding the Quran. This is a never-ending ocean of
treasure. [ had similar intense feeling when I was compiling my encyclopedic work
on Ma ariful Quran in multiple volumes. This was based on life stories of the chain
of different Prophets. Later its individual volumes were given their own titles: (1) Ju-
e-Noor—Dbased on stories from Nooh (PBUH) to Shuyaib (PBUH); (2) Barg-e-Toor—
based on stories from Moses (PBUH) and later Prophets of Bani Israel, and lessons
from their history of rise and fall; and (3) Shola-e-Mastoor—based on the life of Jesus
(PBUH). But when I finished the last story in this book it felt like I have reached the
end of part (J>) 29 of the Quran. Please don’t ask me the status and authority of the
personality that was to be the next topic in this series?! My feelings became intense
that this long process is coming to an end. At this stage whatever I wrote you can feel
the intensity yourself as to how emotional I had become. Sometimes the writer
himself does not know the state of his own emotions when writing. Anyway, you can
yourself feel the world of emotions that I was going through when I wrote these

words. [ wrote:

“The high caravan of holy mass immersed in intense love which started its journey in
the twilight shade and stillness of eternal morning’s twinkling stars and passing
through gleaming valleys of deep passion and profound emotion under the heavenly
and wise guiding light of the Almighty, had now reached a place from where, into the
distance, the final destination was visible like a tall shining minaret of light.
Navigating through different stages of evolution, the final destination of this long
evolutionary journey of lifeless dust particles, which eventually acquired the form of
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Adam — was finally in sight. And this creature of dust-and-water kept moving

forward in his evolutionary journey with full force until that glorious station of light
and human dignity was reached. Now, these happy sojourners have reached Migaat—
the stopover — to prepare for that ultimate and the final stage of the journey. Everyone
is busy preparing and putting on the sacred white robe because this last stage of the
journey is to end in the courtyard of the holy K’aba, the house of the Creator of this
Universe! While the caravan is busy preparing for this last stage of the journey, let us
pause and reflect on the panoramic view accomplished thus far so that we can refresh
our memories of the past stages of the journey; and move forward on to the next stage
carrying those blossomed flowers with us that we collected along the way. Because
when we will reach the holy valley of our final resting place, Mecca — whose every
grain of stone shines brighter than that of Mount Sinai — we will not have time to
reflect since our every heartbeat will be dedicated as a gift to the Almighty and every
blink of our eye will be devoted to His prostration.”

My dear friends! By this time you may have figured out whom I referred to as the
shining minaret of light. This is the place where the final goal of this long sacred
journey will be completed and for which the long evolutionary expedition of the dust
particles passing through different stages finally appeared in the form of Adam. This
creature of dust-and-water kept marching forward in its long evolutionary voyage
and ultimately reached that exalted position of respect and human dignity. This
caravan of message and guidance comprising of sacred souls was a flowing stream
which came down from the edge of the Galaxy and appeared on the top of the
mountain, and by tearing Mount Sinai and by colliding with huge rocks producing
lightning along its way, and by nourishing the song of life within the laps of'its waves
finally entered the desert planes in the form of the final messenger and Prophet,
Muhammad (PBUH). Igbal has translated into Persian language of how the German
poet philosopher has praised the Prophet (PBUH) in his poem. In my estimation
perhaps no other person occupies a greater place than him. Igbal has also written
appreciative poetry about the Prophet (PBUH) but what Goethe has said about the
Prophet (PBUH) has within it a world of unique realities. I cannot translate it. [Below
is a translation from German into English. Translation copyright © by Emily Ezust,
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from The Lied, Art Song, and Choral Texts Archive -- http://www.lieder.net/. ]
Song for Mohammed

Behold this rocky spring,
bright with joy
like a twinkling star,
above the clouds
its youth was nourished
by good spirits
among the cliffs in the bushes.

Fresh as a youth
it dances out of the cloud
down to the marble rocks,
cheering again

to the sky.

Along mountainous paths
it chases after colorful pebbles,
and with the step of a young leader
its companion-springs journey

with it onward.

Below in the valley
flowers appear from its footprints,
and the meadow

derives life from its breath.

But no shaded valley can stop it,

no flower,
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clasping its knees
and imploring it with loving eyes:
toward the Plains it presses its course,

twisting like a snake.

Brooks nuzzle up
sociably. Now it treads
into the Plain, resplendent with silver,
and the Plain grows silver too,
and the rivers of the Plain
and the brooks of the mountains
cheer and shout: "Brother!
Brother, take your brothers with,
take them with you to your ancient father,
to the eternal ocean,
whose outstretched arms
await us,
who, ah! has opened them in vain
to embrace his yearning children;
for the bleak wasteland's
greedy sand devours us; the sun above
sucks up all our blood; a hill
clogs us into a pool! Brother,
take your brothers from this Plain,
take your brothers from the mountains,

take them with you to your ancient father!

Come all of you! -
and now [the spring] swells

more grandly: an entire race
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lifts the prince up high!
And in rolling triumph
it gives names to the lands and cities

that grow in its path.

Irresistibly it rushes onward,
leaving a wake of flaming-tipped towers
and houses of marble - creations

of its bounty.

Like Atlas it bears cedar houses
upon its giant's shoulders,
over its head, the wind noisily
blows a thousand flags
as testimony of its glory.

And so it brings its brothers,
its treasures, its children,
effervescent with joy,

to the waiting parent's bosom.

Muhammad (PBUH)! These are the people whose eyes are able to see what his place
was in the history of the world and how he changed the course of human history! It
was not a life but was a gushing river that overtook all kinds of obstacles in its way;
which overcame all kinds of storms and challenges; and thrashed down all kinds of
rocks in its way. In fact, these obstacles intensified its momentum and increased its
joy and happiness; causing it to soar with delight and create songs from the grains of
those rocks; and making its forehead evermore shining from its eternal pure light. In
essence, this flowing river not only kept flowing in its happy strides by overcoming
all the obstacles and thorny jagged lands in its path, but also kept strolling along
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royally smiling; and creating emotional pull for every valley down below and

producing colorful fragrance in every landscape of life.
Thereverence for the Prophet (PBUH)

I'have written that this captivating stream kept moving forward turning the land in its
path into tulip fields while uprooting the dead foliage and carrying them away within
its powerful waves. Waves after waves the stream of Prophets continued to come and
the stream kept moving forward kissing the faces of new saplings; pushing the curled
branches up by its mirror of life; and uprooting all arrogant and powerful trees by its
commanding waves completely unconcerned by what was happening around and not
caring about any self-crafted human laws; but only obeying the Almighty’s laws.
g ’ g[f“-,jﬁ\ Essi C,’gﬂ\; =401 0528 8 (48:29) — And this happened at the hands
of Muhammad (PBUH) the messenger of Allah and his companions. What a unique
and wonderful people constituted this group! Such was their resolve that they dealt
with the opponents of truth with rock-like firmness, but were kind-hearted and
sympathetic amongst themselves. Goethe says that this powerful stream rushed
through by tearing the hills and filling the valleys with its life-giving treasure thus
leveling everything in its path. This was the universal message of equality and
brotherhood of humankind of Muhammad (PBUH): Allah’s powerful stream of free
flowing sustenance levelling everything in its way; and not asking anything in return
unlike kings coopting resources for themselves or the orchard owners enjoying the
fruits of others people’s blood, sweat, and tears. Nothing of the sort was demanded
for this free-flowing gift of new life. This powerful stream left behind the ancient
rotten human cultures and moved ahead with full force by accomplishing one
progressive milestone after another; and in its wake creating a complete new world-
order. Thus this caravan entrusted with the divine light and guidance, having invited
every wayward traveler to its message and changing their destinies along its way, has
reached a place in its long unbreakable journey where it could easily see the visible
signs of'its final destination. We, worn-out abandoned and lost peoples, how can we
feel the soaring happiness of reaching this final destination when our steps are
incognizant of any life-giving activity and our eyes devoid of any vision to recognize
our own destiny? Ask about this from those whose hearts throb with reality of such
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feelings — because life is nothing but being always active; being always in motion;

being always in journey. Now, this caravan of love full of exhilaration and
excitement has arrived at its sojourn called Migaat. | am delighted at this beautiful
metaphor. You know that when you go for pilgrimage then few miles before Mecca
people stop their journey to put on the white cloth (/Aram) before proceeding to
Ka’ba. This is a time of reflection and stock-taking of what is to come. This is a time
of anticipation to meet someone — as if someone had said: Wait here and I will come
to meet you. This Migaat —literally meaning appointed time to meet —is a wonderful
word! [ have written: Everyone is busy donning the white robe because the next stop
will be the courtyard of the sacred K’aba. After reaching Migaat every pilgrim’s
heart races with enthusiasm and love, in the anxious anticipation of looking at K’aba;
and sends current through the whole body. But, at this stage, my feelings of love and
impatience and intense passion render me speechless in complete wonderment
because this is the place whose every particle keeps calling loudly: This is the place
of reverence under the sky that is more delicate than the heavens. So, this place stirs
in me the same feelings that are aroused when I reach the end of the part (J=) 29 of the
Quran. My dear friends, I rarely become emotional. But emotional autos cannot just
run on gas; they need lubricating oil too. So, that is the feeling I had when I reached

29 (77 4

the final verse of this chapter: (3wd NEON Cgﬁ; (77:50) — We have explained all
these matters in very clear terms. Despite this, these people do not accept the divine
message. Then ask them what other explanation they require before they accept Our

message?
The last verse of part (J») 29 and the milestone of Migaat

My dear friends, when we reach this verse I call this a milestone, a Migaat. And we
have reached that place. Please put on the white robe (/hram) and prepare for moving
ahead to the sacred K’aba. And when I do reach the final verse of the Quran I connect
this verse with the first verse of the Quran like this: I3l (W& 5450 e —s0, I create
a beginning from the end. That is how [ have the studied the Quran. At this time there
are many poems that are coming to mind but it is not necessary. Just this lovely
couplet of Jigar (s3Ll3l s 82) is enough as a reminder to connect the end with the
beginning:
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Embracing me he is departing;

The period of love is arriving!

What to say of this feeling?! This is what I feel when I finish the part (J>) 29 of the
Quran; not to worry — the period of love is coming! And then I continue... on that
journey that I started more than fifty years ago. And regarding this what Ghalib has
said I think no has said it better:

The unique tastes I have; of you departing, and of you coming!

Your departure and your arrival! Both have their own unique tastes. Depart thousand
times and come thousand times — I entreat you. Regarding the Quran, this is exactly
my feelings, my dear friends! I finish the Quran but I shiver at the thought of
finishing it. And then I connect the last word of the Quran — =&l s — with its first
words — 11 %all, And every time it opens a new door of a new world of reality for me.
Fifty years have passed like this my friends! It is such a small book that I have it on
my wall written in small letters on just one large framed plaque. This is from Egypt.
Let me repeat once more: It is such a small book that it could be written in just few
pages. But its reality is that there is no limit before or after it. It does not get finished.
Whenever I re-start it, new realities spring forth out of it in front of me. I have written
books after books but the words do not get finished. The Quran itself says: if all the
oceans became ink and all the trees became pen even then the words describing the
realities contained in the Quran will never finish. This is the truth of the Quran!
Anyway my friends, we have arrived at Migaat. Get busy to put on the /hram because
the next destination is going to be the sacred K’aba. That is the thirtieth part (=) of
the Quran, and we will start our next lecture from there. Why don’t I connect this last
verse of part (J>) 29 that we finished today — (el 33.’;; C:ég; C“;(; (77:50) — with the
first verse of the thirtieth part (J>) — Qﬂ;{:ﬁ;ﬂ (78:1)? Whata style is of the very start
of the thirtieth part (J2)! O slelidi (78:1) — O Prophet (PBUH)! What is this that they
keep asking you about? About what do they most often ask one another? We will find
that out in the next lecture.

SRR B
O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what
we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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