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The Human Self and Allah

Episode No. 21

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Ejaz Rasool)

9.12 Revitalizing a Dead Nation with the Blood of Life

Por a nation to achieve life again after death, and for it to be once again numbered
amongst living nations, is Allah's Fzd/ (2:242). But we have not yet mentioned that
greatest Nasmat of all as a result of which these Nazmaare achieved. The Quran declares:

And hold fast, all together, by the rope which Allah (stretches out for you) and be not
divided among yourselves; and remember with gratitude Allah's favour on you; for you
were enemies and He joined your hearts in love, so that by His Grace, you became

brethren; and you were on the brink of the pit of fire, and He saved you from it. Thus,
does Allah make His Signs clear to you: That you may be guided. (3:103)

In other words, mutual unity: for the Islamic nation to become one Ummah, not to be
divided into sects and factions, is that Nazmat of Allah which became the line of
distinction between the era of ignorance and the Islamic period. Subjugation of the
universal forces by man is a Nazat:

Do you not see that Allah has subjected to you all things in the heavens and on earth, and
has made his bounties flow to you in exceeding measure, (both) seen and unseen. . .(31:20)

All this is made subject to control by man so that man remains bowed before the
laws of Allah:

... Thus does He complete His favours on you, that you may bow to His Will (laws).
(1681)

This is that path of guidance (2:150) which was revealed through Rasul-ullah (2:151).
And this is what is called Islam which is a complete Deen, and by reaching which all the
Naima of Allah are achieved:

... This day have I completed your Deen for you, accomplished My favours upon you, and

have chosen for you Islam as your Deen. . .(5:3)
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9.13 How Nazmaare Multiplied

Following the achievement of all these Nazza, and after this for increase and
development in them, this principle is established that whoever does Shukr tor his
Naima, his Naima will continue to multiply, and whoever does Kufi- of these Naima, his
Naimawill be snatched from him. For Shukre Naimat see the topic under 'Shuksr'. Here it
will be sufficient to state briefly that to utilise the Naiwa of Allah according to the
correct Divine laws is Shukr e Naimat, and to obtain advantage wrongly from them,
employing them in unjust ways, is Kufr. For example, when the Muslims were bestowed
with the Naimat of government and state, it was with this purpose:

Those who, if We establish them in the land, establish Salat and organise Zakat, enjoin the
right and forbid wrong...(22:41)

As long as they kept fulfilling this purpose the state kept on expanding, and when they
turned Shukr e Naimat into Kufran e Naimat 1.c. started taking illegitimate advantage of
this great bounty of Allah, the state turned from the 'kingdom of Allah' into a
dictatorship, and gradually that Naiwat was snatched away and then they became bound
up in the painful chastisement of humiliation and ruin.

To keep in mind this same purpose, Bani Israel were also instructed: Remember! all
these Naimahave been made available cheaply for you; as long as you continue to display
Shufkr tor these, these will continue to multiply, but if you do Kufr e Naimat then you will
be bound in a severe punishment:

And remember! your Sustainer caused to be declared (publicly): Tt you are grateful, T will
add more (favours) unto you; But if you show ingratitude, truly My punishment is terrible

indeed.' (14:7)
9.14 Submission to Other than Allah is Kufrof Nainat

The fundamental and intrinsic form of being grateful for Naima is to have Ezmaan in
One Allah and to have Eimaan in Allah means to completely deny 'non-Allah' (which the
Quran calls Batil). Other than Allah, no other rebellious power should be followed nor
should any other law be accepted other than His. If this disobedience is done, it will be
Kufrot Naimat:

And Allah has made for you mates (and companions) of your own nature, and made for you,
out of them, sons and daughters and grandchildren, and provided for you sustenance of the
best: will they then believe in vain things, and be ungrateful for Allah's favours? And obey

others than Allah, such as have no power of providing them, for sustenance, with
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anything in heavens or earth, and cannot possibly have such power? (16:72-73)

This is because man achieves all Nazzza by obeying the laws of Allah. To relate these to
some other power is to declare Shirk in opposition to Tanbeed, and is Kufrin opposition
to Shukr(16:53-55). This reality is explained as follows by an example:

Allah sets forth a parable: a city enjoying security and quiet, abundantly supplied with
sustenance from every place: Yet was it ungrateful for the favours of Allah: so Allah made it
taste of hunger and terror like a garment (from every side), because of the (evﬂ) which (its

people) wrought. And there came to them a Messenger from among themselves, but they

falsely rejected him; so the wrath seized them even in the midst of their iniquities. So eat

of the sustenance which Allah has provided for you, lawful and good; and be gratetul for
the favours of Allah, if it is He Whom you follow. (16:112-114)

9.15 Kufr of Naimaby the Leaders of a Nation

According to the teaching of the Quran this Kufr and Shukr are not confined to
individuals only; from the point of view of the collective, its etfect is very profound. It is
apparent therefore that this Kufrwill commence from the higher echelons who are called
national leaders. The consequence of their Kufr is that they fall into the pits of hell,
taking the whole nation along with them. The Quran states:

Have you not turned your vision to those who have Changed the favour of Allah into
blasphemy and caused their people to descend to the house of perdition? Into Hell? They
will burn therein, an evil place to stay in! (14:28-29)

The reality is that the nation which, like a herd of buffalo, becomes habitual in following
behind men with eyes shut without looking around, meets this same sorry end. Contrary
to this, the Divine law saves and removes those people who make use of their heart and
mind, intellect and vision, and do not let go of their hold on Shukr ¢ Naimat from the
encirclement of hell. So, when the nation of Lot was engulfed from all sides by the
exemplary hell of destruction and obliteration, then Allah saved those individuals
among them who practiced Sh#krbecause of their being grateful:

We sent against them a violent tornado with showers of stones, except Lot's household;
them we delivered by early dawn as a Grace from Us. Thus do we reward those who are

grateful. (54:34-35)

This is why it is instructed to always entreat Allah for the ability to perform Shukr e
Naimat (46:15).
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9.16 Psyche of Man

But as has been noted in the previous chapter, man happens to be a strange creature.
When Allah showers His Nazza on him, he contravenes His laws, avoids them and
sidesteps them. But when these Nazza begin to be snatched from him as a consequence
of his Kufr, then he becomes hopeless and despondent:

Yet when We bestow Our favours on man, he turns away and becomes remote on his side,

and when evil seizes him he gives himself up to despairl (I7:83>

In this appalling environment of deprivation and despair he then returns to the Divine
laws, and then in recompense for his being on the right path, he achieves his seized
Naima and lost treasures again. But after this he again forgets them, and associating
these Nazma to others, begins to do Shirk:

...but when He bestows a favour upon him as from Himself, (man) does forget what he

cried and prayed for before, and he does set up rivals unto Allah...(39:8)

9.17 Egotistic Attitude

And at other times he exceeds even this, and the menace of egotism embeds itself in his
mind, and he starts declaring that I have received all this as a result of my own planning

and my own knowledge and skill. What Allah! And whatlaws of His!

Now when trouble touches man, he cries to Us: But when We bestow a favour upon him as
from Ourselves, he says, "This has been given to me because of a certain knowledge (I
have)!" Nay, but thinking like this is the cause for destruction, but most of them

understand not! (39:49)

At this pointitis important to understand this much that whatever man receives, itisas a
consequence of his effort and action. But the question is what part of this endeavour is
due to his own effort and what part due to those potentials which he has received
automatically. If an individual possesses a higher level of intellect, then he has not
purchased this brain himself, he has received it without any effort and payment. This
individual earns more compared to the individual who has not received a good brain and
declaring it to be the result purely of his own skill, he does not consider anyone else to
have a share in it. The Quran declares that the relatively higher earnings of this
individual is the consequence of those intellectual potentials of his which were
bestowed on him free. Hence by calling this part of his income his own skill, he should
not become the sole owner, instead this should be allocated for the common sustenance
of mankind according to the Divinelaw. Thisis also the condition of man thathe never
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holds himself responsible for his trouble and worry. Firstly, he tries to hold someone
else responsible for this and if this is not possible, then he states that God has
unjustly humiliated me, I was not in any way at fault:

Now, as for man, when his Rabb tries him (as per law), giving him honour and gifts, then
says he, (puffed up), 'My Rabb has honoured me.' But when He tries him, restricting his
subsistence for him, then says he (in despair), "My Rabb has humiliated me!' (89:15-16)

This is not the truth — no-one receives Naiza without any reason, nor are those which
have been gained then snatched away without any cause. For this there is an established
immutable law of Allah and this law is that in the (good or bad) state of any nation no
change occurs till the time that that nation does not produce a change within itself.
Changes in the external world are in fact manifested according to changes in the internal
psychology of this nation.

9.18 Immutable Law
The Quran states:

Because Allah will never change the grace which He has bestowed on a people until they
change what is in their (own) selfs: and verily Allah is He Who hears and knows (all
things}. (8:53)

A severe chastisement becomes imposed on that nation which changes the Nazza of
Allah itself in this way:

Ask the Children of Israel how many clear (Signs) We have sent them. But if any one, after

Allah's favour has come to him, substitutes (something else), Allah is strict in punishment.

(2:211)

Hence, for this purpose that the significance of being grateful does not remain
concealed from the eyes, it is emphasised that Naiza be displayed. Bani Israel were
repeatedly reminded to always keep the Nazza of Allahin front of them:

O Children of Israel! call to mind the (special) favour which I bestowed upon you. ..
(2:40) See also (2:122)

Then, addressing the whole of mankind, it was instructed not to let Allah's Nazma
disappear out of sight:

O mankind! Call to mind the favours of Allah unto you...(35:3)
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So much so, that even Rasul-ullah was told to display the Naima of his Rabi:
But the bounty of your Rabb - rehearse and proclaim! (93:11)
For the same warning it is stated that on the Day of Judgment there will be a question

regarding every Naimat, about how did you spend and utilise it:
Then, shall you be questioned that Day about the favours. (IOZ:8>

9.19 LetusRecap

From the above discussion this reality has become apparent to us that finding the path
of guidance is a Nazat of Allah, and that is why messenger-hood and revelation, the
Book and wisdom are bounties of Allah which are bestowed on a nation. By walking on
this path of guidance the successes, eminences, triumphs and accomplishments of the
world are attained. Wealth and prosperity, authority and rule, home and hearth, wife and
children, grand palaces, fortified castles, increase in Jamaat, supremacy and power over
enemies, all of these are Nazma of Allah. Contrary to this, the snatching away of these
Naima and the overshadowing of some nation by humiliation and ruin is Allah's
punishment. Gratitude for these Naiza is that these should only be used for those
purposes which have been defined by the Divine laws. As a consequence of this
gratitude these Nazma will continue to increase and will keep multiplying, and the roots
of a nation will continue to become sturdier. Contrary to this, if a wrong advantage is
taken from these, then this is Kufr (denial) of these Naimaand as a result these Naima are
snatched away; these begin to transform into decline; and since the life of nations is
counted not in days but is reckoned in centuries, these Nazza are therefore snatched
away gradually in such an imperceptive way that a superficial glance does not perceive
any discernable difference in the state of this nation. This is why man often falls into the
trap of thinking that no accountability whatsoever is being taken of the injustices of this
nation. So much so that even the nation itself ridicules the immutability of the Law of
Requital, mocks it, and in the intoxication of wealth and power does not understand that
it is standing at the foot of a mountain containing a volcano within which a silent fire is
unceasingly multiplying, until this volcano erupts and the unleashed storm of wave after
wave of molten lava engulfs them in its fold, and then no possibility of salvation, no
route of escape remains for them, and inits place only their tales remain.

There are thousands of worlds of wisdom and vision, lesson and instruction implicit in
the law which the Quran has explained regarding being deprived of Naiza (the
snatching of Naima)i.e.:

Because Allah will never change the favour which He has bestowed on a people until they
change what is in their (own) selfs: and verily Allah is He Who hears and knows (all
things). (8:53)

In relation to the rise and fall of nations this is a great law. As the explanation of this law
will be found at another place, a brief summary will suffice here. First of all this reality
has been exposed in it that though Allah is definitely Omnipotent, His status is not like
that of our worldly rulers who, when they are pleased, bestow a full treasure chest and
when they are vexed, snatch it away. The laws of His Will are fixed, and this system of

the universe is functioning due to these same laws.
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