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The Human Self and Allah

Episode No. 11

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Ejaz Rasool)

One by one,Islam destroyed the self-erected walls of colour, race, language and
geographical boundaries (nations), and in this way placed the heavenly message of the
unity of mankind in front of the world. According to it there is one and only one
criterionfor the division of mankind i.e. Eimaan and Kufr. All those on planet earth who
have accepted Eimaan belong to one Millatand those who deny this fact belong to
another nation.

And when a Momin accepts this fact that there is no associate or partner with his Allah,
then with this he also announces this truth that the nation establishing the government
of Allah (without sharing in His Rule) should also be without associates in the human
wotld. This is the reason why the Quran has called the Jamaat of Momineenas being
superior and above all others (3:139).

Reflect closely on these four short verses of Surah .A&b/aas, and see how by acceptance
of the attributes of Allah what supreme principles are held within them

tor the practicallife of the JamaateMomineen.

(1) The one nation of Islam, in which there should be no infiltration of any kind of
sectarianism or division into parties; one centre and the focal point of this
centre one Jamaat, one flame and circling around itthose selfless ones who are
willing to laydown their lives.

(2) Suchanation which is not dependent on anyone else for the accomplishment of
its aims and the establishment of its plans, instead the whole world should look
toit for help and assistance.

(3) And then differentiation in this nation based on race and blood should be
considereda false distinction — the criterion for differentiation among mankind
should be Eimaanand Tagwaand nothing else.

(4) No nation in the world could equal this one Mi/laz, this should be the most
supreme and in front of everyone.

In light of these facts,one recitation of Surah [&h/as should in practical termsproduce
this effect. But just reflect on what our state is today? These sanctified verses of
Surahl&h/as are read in those same words even today, in which the Muslims of the era of
Rasul-ullah recited them, but is it the case that the same outcome is also produced today
which was established in that great time? Consider after all,why is there this difference?
Itis because today there are only Quranic words remaining in front of us, their spirit has
vanished from our vision.
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4 Khalgand Amr (Creating and Directing)

One fundamental trait of the personality is creation i.e. every developed self has an
attribute that it should create.But consider, what are the stages of creation? An engineer
wishes to construct a house. Its first stage is this that he forms the intention in his heart
to construct a house, then he prepares a map in his mind, then he draws this map on a
sheet of paper, then he constructs the house according to this map. The house appears
before people at that point when it takes the form of a building made of bricks or
stones.

4.1 Two Stages of Creation

But it is obvious that before coming into this concrete form, the map of the house was
in the mind of the engineer and even before the map came into the mind, its intention
was in his heart. Therefore, in the process of the construction of the house, one stage
was that when that house was in the intention and knowledge of the engineer and the
second stage was that when it came into concrete and visible form in front of the eyes.
Though both these stages are continuous links in the construction of the house, it is
apparent that from the viewpoint of its state and its nature there is a big difference
between the two of them. The Western philosopher, Pringle Pattison, has complained
that in the English language there is only one word i.e. creationfor these two stages
whereas in the Arabic language there are separate words for each one of these two
stages. The Quran has used these different words for the manifestation of these two
stages. The first stage (when that thing to be created is formed in the stage of intention
and knowledge, or you could say, when it does not yet appear ina tangible and visible
form before out eyes) is called the domain of _4mr. And the second stage (when that
thing becomes visible in tangible form) is the sphere of Khalg. The Quran states:

...Is it not His to create and to govern (Khalq and Amr)? (7:54)

By stating this, these two stages have been related to Allah i.e. everythingfrom its initial
stage to the last stage comes into shape and is formed according to His law.

4.2  Literal Meaning

Al-Amara-tois the term used for those small stones which are placed in plains and deserts
so that the limits of an area or the signs of apath can be determined from these. From
this it is evident that in the word Amr-unthe aspect of a sign, pointer or direction is
prominent. In other words, we can say from this thatbefore 'being', everything is moving
in the direction of 'becoming' i.e. that thing which has not yet come into being but is
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progressingtowards that direction in which,having advanced further, it willadopt a
specific shape and existence. This stage (when it is proceeding in the direction of
becoming) is called the domain of Amr. Starting from the knowledge and intention of
Allah all those stages are included in this up to when it isstill in a formlessstate. This is
one meaning of Awr.

4.3 Awmrand Law

An engineer imagines the idea of some machine. The meaning of this conception is that
he makes a sketch in his mind that if the parts of this machine are like this, and if this
kind of arrangement is put into it, then if it is put into motion with this type of power
then that machine will begin to function, and from that these kinds of results will be
achieved. Itis obvious thatin this creative action one item is that machine which exists in
front of us in a solid shape and the second is that plan or law according to which this
machine remains in operation. This plan or stage of this law is hidden from our eyes
though we can estimate or find information about this machine through intellect and
reasoning,

The situation which is that of a machine is the same state of all the things of the
universe. In the existing system of the universe everything has been created according to
a specific plan and is functioning according to a specific law. This part which is related to
a plan or law is linked to the domain of Amr. At this point it is essential to further
understand that we can comprehend this much as to under which law a certain thing
moves and is effective, but we cannot say why only that law was made for itand why
another law was not devised. This is called the Mashe'at of Allah i.e. keeping in view the
whole of the universe, Allah made whatever type of law was deemed suitable. Our
concern is with the 'how' of this, not with the 'why'. This is the reason why in some
verses the word Amr also contains the meaning of order or decision.In other words,
Allah's decision was like this, His command was like this. He made this law according to
His decision,in the matter of which He possesses complete sovereignty. It is obvious
from this that that part of the domain of Amrwhere laws are formed for the things of
the universe is outside the sphere of limits of our intellect, although where this Azr
manifests in the form of physical laws, we can determine these through our observation,
study and reasoning. These are called the laws of nature. In order to understand this,we
can say that the "pre-natural’ stage of the laws under which the things of the universe
function, is called the laws of Mashe'at, and the stage after this,the laws of nature.

Just as in the outer universethere are Divine laws functioning, similarly in the human
world every action produces its effect according to a specific law. Mankind receives these
laws through Wahi, therefore the word Amris sometimes also usedfor Waki. This means
that Walhi determines that direction, travelling according to which, the caravan of
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humanity can reach its intended destination.

Keeping these different meanings of Amrbefore you, reflect on therelevantverses of the
Quran and the truth will become apparent.

4.4  Be!andItIs (Kun-Fa-Ya'koon)

Let us first of all take the creative stage of 'pre-nature'. In many places of the Quraniitis
stated:

Verily, when He intends a thing, His command is, 'Be', and 1t is! (36:82)

There are two issues here which require to be understood; one is that, after forming an
intention Allah does not in actual fact say the word Kun(like us) — its meaning is that
immediatelyalong with His intention the process of creation commences. The second is
that Fa-Ya'koon does not mean that the moment Allah said Kuz thatthat thing came into
existence in its final form. In many places of the Quran this reality has been made clear
that the evolutionary process is continuing in the universe and the schemes of Allah take
a period of thousands and thousands of years from their starting point to reach the state
of completion. Hence, Kun-Fa-Ya'koon means that together with the intention of Allah
the creative programme of this thing commences, and its completion takes place later at
its own time. What we have said about'by saying Kuz the creative act of this thing
commences and its completion takes place later in its own time'is stated according to the
human concept of timein which thete is a past, a present and a future time. With Allah
these differentiations in time means nothing; in front of Him there is always an eternal
now, therefore with Him there is no time differential between Kuwwand Fa-Ya'koon.

After creation, let us now come to the law. We have already stated that one stage of the
Divine law is that where these laws are determined,and we can know nothing about this
stage nor why these laws are of this type. The second stage is that in which these physical
laws are implemented and actioned in the universe. The Quran has called this Amralso.
In other words, the physical laws of the universe are also called the "Amr of Allah'. In
Surah A/A"rafit is stated:

Your Sustainer is Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth in six stages (which
occurred in succession one after the other), then He established Himself on the (Throne)
of authorit}?: He draws the night as a veil over the da}?, each seeking the other in rapid
succession: He created the sun, the moon, and the stars, (all) governed by laws under His
command (His Amr). Is it not His to create and govern? (Khalq and Amr). Blessed be
Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds! (7:54) See also (16:12)
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In Surah Ar-Ruwnr

And among His signs is this, that heaven and earth stand by His command (Amr)...
(30:25)

4.5 Allah's 4wrin the Heavens and the Earth

Not only are the earth and various planets establishedas a result of His 4mrbut He has
instilled these properties in them so that they continue to carry out thetasks assigned to
them according to a defined procedure:

So He completed them as seven firmaments in two stagesand He assigned to each heaven
its duty (Wahi) and command (Amr)...(41:12)

All the manifestations of nature are busy in the deliverance of their duty according to
this very Amr. Ships floatabout on the surface of the oceans according to this same
system (22:65). Winds blow all around according to it so that they can assist these vessels

in travellinghither and thither (30:46, 45:12).

4.6  Managementof Affairs

Once He had created these characteristics in all things that Sovereign of 'Kbalg and Amr
has not (Allah forbid) sat back and suspended His creative activity, but even after the
creation of the universe the 'management of affairs' continues unabated, and this
process is being accomplished from the same centre of power and authority (throne of
supreme power). The Quran declares, ask them:

Say:..and Who is it that rules and regulates all affairs... (10:31)
And replies:

Verily your Sustainer is Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth in six stages, then He
established Himself on the throne (of authority), regulating and governing things...(10:3)
See also (13:2, 65:12)

The creative stages of the universe are mentioned in these two verses of Surah A~Sajda
in such a beautiful and balanced way that even the scientific discoveries of the modern
time are enthralled by this. First it is stated that "Allah passed this universe through six
different stages to give it the present form' (32:4) and after this stated that Allah's pattern
of creation is that in the domain of Mashe'ata scheme emerges. He begins the scheme of
this Mashe'at from its lowest level; after this, traversing through various phasesaccording
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to His A7, it continues to riseand progress towards its point of completion (35:10).
The duration of these evolutionary stages is of thousands and thousands of vears
according to your calculation and estimate(32:5). (In fact, according to some
schemes, fifty thousands of years (70:4)).

4.7  The Amrof Allah Always Returns to Him

Because all the concealed secrets of the 'system of Am/' are within the sphere of
knowledge of that same Master of Amrand Khalg, therefore all the total affairs of the
universe,having gained maturationunder thosebeneficial schemes, are gradually
advancing towards that intended destination which has been determined for them:

To Allah do belong the unseen (secrets) of the heavens and the earth, and to Him goes

back every affair (for decision)...(I11:123)

In the system of the universe, the sequence of events and occurrencesis established on
this very pattern that every scheme reaches its destination stage by stage. The Quran
states:

...that Allah might accomplish a matter already enacted.For to Allah do all questions go

back (Amr). (8:44).

So that Allah may complete this .4Amr which is about to happen and all matters (after
gaining maturation) return towards Allah's defined objective. See also (57:5). And then
these matters are not such that a scheme was begun and then abandoned on the way and
another thing was started, or that in some matters ultimatesuccess was achieved and in
some others failure. Such things occur in human endeavours; the status of Allahis above
and beyond this, His _Awris absolute, and His every scheme is assuredly successful:

...For Allah will surely accomplish His purpose (Amr): verily, for all things has Allah
appointed a due proportion. (65:3)

...and Allah's Amr (command) must be fulfilled. (33:37) See also (4:47)

Indeed,Allah assuredly takes His s (scheme) to its final end; He has fixed a scale for
everything because His every Anms always accomplished.

Every Amrhas to reach its objective (54:3). After traversing through various stages and
objectives it has to realise a certain status at a defined place. To take these determined
scales to their objectives all causes and effects are created, some of which can be grasped
by the human intellect wheteas some are beyond his understanding:
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...And Allah has full power and control over His affairs; but most among mankind know it
not.(12:21)

4.8 Allah's Chastisement is also Related to His .4

In the same way that Allah's A»r (Divine law) is operating in the outer world, similarly
the outcome of deeds is established in the human world according to His law (Azzr) - the
results of the deeds of individuals as well as those of nations. That which is commonly
called reward and punishmentis another name for the consequences of deeds according
to the Law of Requital. When destruction falls upon nations as a resultof going against
the Divine law, this is also termed as the Amrof Allah i.e. this tootakes place according to
Allah's Law of Requital. The Quran has described the destruction and obliteration of
past nations in these very words. At this point, a few examples are given as illustrations.
For example, in relation to the flood of Noah his nation was told:

Say: 'O my people! Do whatever you can: I will do (my part): but soon will you know —
who it is to whom comes a penalty of ignominy, and on whom descends a penalty that

abides.' (39:39-40)

...then when comes Our command (Amr), and fountains of the earth gush

forth...(23:27)

When the son of Noah said to his father that I will go to some mountain and take refuge,
his father informed him:

The son replied: 'T will betake myself to some mountain: it will save me from the water'.
Noah said: "This day nor]‘ling can save from the command (Amr) of Allah, any but those
on whom He has mercy'...(11:43)
And when the ime came for the cessation of this destructive flood, it was commanded:
...And the water abated and the Amr (command) was ended...(11:44)
In relation to the destruction of the nation of .44 it was stated:
So when Our decree issued (Amr arrived)...(11:58)

The same was also stated about the people of Thamud:

When Our Amr came...(11:66)
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Lot was provided with knowledge about this .4mr:

And We made known this decree (Amr) to him, that the last remnants of those (criminals)
should be cut off by tomorrow. (15:66)

The punishment which overwhelmed the nation of Shoaib was also called Allah's Awr
When Our Amr was issued...(11:94)

When Bani Israel commencedworshipping of the calf in the absence of Moses, he said
on his return:

...did you make haste to bring on the judgment (Amr) of your Sustainer? (7:150)
Regarding the hypocrites of the time of Rasul-ullah, itis stated:

...perthaps Allah will give victory, or a decision according to His Will (Amr). Then they
will repent of the thoughts which they secretly harboured in their hearts. (5:52)

About the people of the Book, itis stated:

...But forgive and overlook, till Allah accomplishes His purpose (Allah's Amr arrives): for
Allah has power over all things. (2:109)

Allah's law is that whatever kind of tree the seed is of, that same tree will grow from it,
and from this tree those same type of flowers and fruit will appear. It is obvious that to
make the seed grow into a tree and for the tree to bear its fruit,many forces of nature
arefunctioning through mutual cooperation. Man has acquired knowledge of many
torces among these, while some are such towards which his human mind has not yet
reached. It may be that there are some effects among them whose reality and form are
beyond the limits of the comprehension of man. Those forces which cause the Divine
law to be productive are called Malaifain Quranic terminology.

4.9 Malaikaand Allah's Amr

The Quran has stated about the Ma/azka that they carry out every task according to the
Amrof Allah.

...and they act (in all things) by His command (Amr). (21:27)
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