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Surah Muhammad (3>4) —
Durus-al-Qur'an: Chapter 6

By G. A. Parwez (Episode No.1)
(Translated by: Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends, today is February 19, 1982 and today's lecture starts with verse
(47:22) of Surah Muhammad (24=).

The social condition of Medina

If you remember we discussed the two-pronged attack that the Prophet's (PBUH)
faced in Medina. One was from the Quraysh and their supporting tribal base. This
was from clear cut open enemies of the Prophet (PBUH). They had no trace of
hypocrisy in them. This was their tribal nature and character. Even after the Prophet
(PBUH) migrated to Medina their constant attack against the Prophet (PBUH) was
completely overt and fierce.

However, the majority population of Medina was Jewish who, like any capitalists,
were at the forefront of hypocrisy. The Bedouin tribes of Medina living alongside the
Jews were also mostly hypocrites. And, so, the challenge in Medina that the Prophet
(PBUH) faced from these hypocrites were covert and sinister. In his life in Medina
this is what the Prophet (PBUH) faced — the heart-wrenching machinations of the
hypocrites from the inside, and the continuous fierce attack by heavily armed
Quraysh from outside. This was an extremely difficult situation that the Prophet
(PBUH) and his small band of companions faced in Medina.

These were the ¢x88Ua (Hypocrites) that the Quran mentions whenever it talks about
(88l (Hypocrites). Those who had accepted Islam with full sincerity of their hearts
which the Quran refers to as the companions of the Prophet (PBUH) — there was no
question of them being (§8s (Hypocrite); there is no question of deviating from this
Iman because Allah Himself gives the evidence of their Iman. Therefore, those who
quote history written two hundred years after the Prophet (PBUH) and point out that
many companions became ¥ = (Murtad)— deviated after Iman —is not true according
to the Quran.

The Quran describes history to reveal universal principle

The Quran brings out examples of events from history to highlight the universal
principles hidden behind those events. If the events are related to humans then the
Quran brings out human mindset and psychology through those events. The events
happen in specific places and times but the mindset behind them are similar. The way
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past history is taught to our children in school by chronicling events and persons is
meaningless and has nothing to do with present or future. The Quran does not do this.
Whenever the Quran mentions past history it always brings out the underlying
conclusion based on its specific universal principle revealing human mindset for the
progeny for learning lessons. This is the reason the Quran does not describe history
like historians do. The Quran describes only that part of history that is relevant to its
underlying principles and goals.

This is the reason the Quran does not document details pertaining to the events that
are totally unnecessary to its main thrust of revealing the human mindset behinds
events. But we turned this upside down and started compiling history by providing
detailed narrations going completely against the principle of the historiography of
the Quran — going so far as to naming names of (u88Ua (Hypocrites) — after two
hundred years after the Prophet (PBUH) and that too based solely on oral narrations.
With this brief backdrop let us take the startmg verse (47:22) of today's lecture: J&
eS.«L;)\ ) sadad5 (ot = | sl o e-uly Ol e (47:22)—Tell them, O Messenger! If you
now back out from your promise, you will cause disorder in society by joining hands
with troublemakers; and you will break off your ties with your kith and kin (the
majority of whom are with the Muslims).

The word <1 (La'anat) is translated as “curse” in traditional translations. We have
discussed this many times before, but it needs to be emphasized again and again
because it creates such a wrong concept of Allah, as if He has emotions like humans.
My dear friends, it is unbecoming of Allah to curse like humans, such as when a man
cannot stand up to another man then he curses him from a distance?

Meaning of <ix! (La'anat) and its psychological effect on hypocrites

The mean of <! (La'anat) according to its root meaning is “to be deprived of.” So,
the meaning of <x»! (La'anat) in the above verse regarding the hypocrites is: If you
(hypocrites) had accepted the truth with full sincerity and worked with the Prophet's
team then you would have received the benefits of life. Since you didn't, you were
deprlved of it. Since psychology affects the human mind and heart, the Quran says:
sh Hliall aefp aaala U-—S\éé-\ﬂu—!-ﬂ\ aul (47:22) — How sad this reality is, that on
account of their attitude, they were deprived of the blessings which they would have
otherwise received by taking part in the Jihad. Their senses became so blurred that
they could neither listen nor see. This is what happens in hypocrlsy Quran explains
this in more details: SRR W G5t ¥ I 25 s (5 et ¥ (i 215 W (el Y 5l 24
Ol gh i V8 (7:179) — they have been given the faculties of thinking, seeing and
hearing but they do not utilize them (to grasp the truth). They are just like animals —
and indeed worse than them.

My dear friends, the ability of think and ponder are at the core of being human. If
these abilities are not used in the service of truth, i.e., are not for the welfare of
humanity then humans descend to the level of animals — in fact, worse than animals.
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They make the world hell due to their hypocrisy because they are destined for hell.
The ability to think and ponder are Allah-given ability, so the Quran appeals to it at
every step: W@l 8 e 2 () ¢ 555 Sl (47:24) — It is a matter of great surprise
that these people do not seriously apply their minds to what the Quran says. Why
have their hearts become so blocked that nothing reasonable gets into them? This is
because their hypocrisy has incapacitated their ability to understand.

Locks on human hearts

The Quran mentions an extremely important point in the above verse — &—ulﬁ e e\
A E] (47:24). You can pick up any translation and you will the following translation:
“Are their hearts are locked up?” Yes, their hearts are locked. But how? The verse
ends with “4” which means that the lock does not come from outside but it comes
from their own hearts. Allah-u Akbar! Only a western psychology can appreciate this
my friends. Imagine, my friends, the Quran said this 1400 years!

The Quran 1400 years revealed secrets of human psychology

My dear friends, these are the things that point out that these words are from a
superior power beyond humans. No human being could have even imagined this fact
of psychology fourteen hundred years ago, let alone come up with this fact of
psychological mystery that the human behavior itself puts lock on the heart — L
(47:24). The question is: which human behavior causes this lock on the heart? The
Quran gives the answer: itis hypocrlsy which does it. The Quran further says: ol 4l
2l Ll 5 2 O il W oag 4l G e 33 e LN LB ) 5551 (47:25) — Tt is a fact that
people who turn their backs even after clearly understanding the Quranic guidance,
do so because their desires encourage them to embellish their selfish gains and
entertain false hopes. Thus they give preference to their individual short term selfish
interests, over Quranic guidance (which promotes benefit for all humankind).

Our Sharia's fatwa regarding <« (Murtad) — deviators after Iman

Do you know my friends that the biggest crime in our religion is to ponder in the
Quran? Anyone who does this is declared £ » (Murtad) — deviated from Iman. And
our Shaia's fatwa is to kill such a person who dares to think in the Quran on his own.
And then the fatwa is so broad and general that anyone can kill that person. And,
further, can you imagine my friends that the fatwa also says that the killer is
guaranteed heaven?! No prosecution, no evidence, no court, and no jury —nothing is
required. Muslims kings in cahoots with religious priesthood have used this fatwa to
kill anyone whom they declared £ » (Murtad).

Interpretation by repetition not by intellect

Our Quran interpretations are based on repetition. Our religious scholars (at the
behest of kings) proclaimed that the best way to learn the Quran and Islam is by
following our past scholars. This is referred to as the principle of Taqlid (or blind
following) in Sharia terminology. Those who disagreed with Taqlid and used
intellect and did high quality ad excellent interpretation of the Quran were
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considered a threat to both the religious and temporal status quos. So, they were
labelled “Mu'tazila” or “dropouts” (from status quo) because they wanted to use
intellect to understand the Quran. Since kings exercised absolute power of
dictatorship they killed an exterminated these people — even more so than what
Genghis and Hulegu could do. And since both the religious priesthood and kings
were afraid that their interpretation based on intellect would create a revolution that
could overthrow both of them from power they burned all their books and writings so
no one would be influenced by their thoughts. How do we know then that they did
high quality ad excellent interpretation of the Quran since there books are no longer
available? Well, whenever our traditional interpreters condemn them and ridicule
them by quoting from their writings — then we know that what they were saying was
shining gem.
So, what was the Quran's demand that you must ponder in the Quran; that you must
use intellect to understand the Quran was declared innovation in Islam by religious
scholars and hence deviation from status and quo and hence leading to hell. This is
clearly against the Quran which declares that those who do not use intellect to
understand it, they are the ones who are destined for hell.
When thinking is declared crime for a nation then hell surrounds it from all
sides
So, pondering in the Quran became a crime as declared by the establishment Sharia.
But the Quran keeps emphasizing to use intellect: & stixd Sl (2:76) — why don't you
use your intellect? u;35533 Sl (6:50) — why don't you ponder? J— 0 Ji& ol 151 & ¥ 5
Ospizay (&5 2T 0 52l a i (2:154) — During the struggle for the establishment of
the Divine System one should be prepared even to face death. If someone dies in this
struggle, he should not be considered dead for he has attained eternal life even though
it cannot be perceived through the senses.
These are all the instructions of the Quran. But what we have done is to revert them.
Where the Quran is saying to think and to ponder; to analyze and to synthesize; to
plan and to execute; and to implement the Quran's guidelines and instructions in this
world —we say it is forbidden to think. And where the Quran forbids us to make effort
to think — that is about the hereafter because with our present consciousness we
cannot understand about the hereafter — we spend all the time conjecturing and
presenting graphic descriptions of the hereafter and what will happen there as if we
have been there and seen those things. What was our Allah-given syllabus we
ignored and we created our own syllabus which Allah forbids us to do? The result is
in front of us: a4 Ll 5 30 030 GUaia I 36l a1 G e %0 e et UGN 6 1559 53l
(47:25)— It is a fact that people who turn their backs even after clearly understanding
the Quranic guidance, do so because their desires encourage them to embellish their
selfish gains and entertain false hopes. Thus they give preference to their individual
short term selfish interests, over Quranic guidance. And there is no end to their greed.
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They build big grand schemes to get rich. There is a limit to how much one can eat.
But there is no limit to human greed. It stretches until the grave: )-'M\ 55 A
(102:2) —If you confine your demands to fulfilling only your own needs, then what is
acquired would be limited. However when the motive is to excel over each other,
then there can be no limit. In that case the more you acquire the greedier you become,
till such time that you reach your grave. Their psyche becomes totally disoriented
and distorted: & 5 m) daadd i wV) jary 88 LiLAT N5 b & Gl \jﬂﬁ?@_aLJ-J
(47:26) — Then they secretly join hands with those who abhor Divine Laws and tell
them, “We shall obey you in certain matters.” Tell them, O Messenger, that Allah is
fully aware of their secret intentions and plans. Their whole life is spent in hypocrisy
but they pretend to be Muslims. They claim to believe in the Quran and their entire
life is against the Quran. 23635 aéh 535 51 yias Al 4855 13 Caiké (47:27) — At
present they are contented by conspiring in this way but what will be their state when
death faces them; and the adverse results of their erroneous deeds overwhelm and
crush them?

The Quran describes life after death in metaphors

My dear friends, we cannot understand the mystery of death and the hereafter. But a
picture emerges from the way the Quran has explained this mystery with examples.
When we will proceed further in these lectures then the Quran will go into more
details by giving examples of the hereafter; and I will explain at that time the
meaning and goals behind those examples.

No matter what these hypocrites do, one thing is sure that they are going to die one
day. And no one has come back after death—nor one will ever be coming back —to tell
what it is like after death. This is something that will remain secret forever. No matter
how curious humans are to know the truth about what happens after death they
cannot find out. This is beyond their present conscious mind to know. Just as a child
cannot understand deep metaphysical and philosophical realities because it is
beyond her capabilities, similarly a mature human is infant in terms of understanding
the realities of life after death. Therefore, the Quran has described these realities in
metaphors and similes.

Metaphorical description of life after death

Please do not be misled by the news that is coming from some top magazines such
TIMES about what they call “Near Death Experience.” This they claim is based on
stories of people who were pronounced clinically dead and came back to life to
narrate their experiences while they were pronounced dead by doctors. Some people
have even written books about it. Since people are generally curious about what
happens in the afterlife, these books have gone on to be on top of the best seller list.
These are commercial money making enterprises my friends.

I also get such books which have published the individual experiences of those who
had supposedly died and came back to life. But the individual experience of one
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person was different from the other. Please do not get deceived by such things. These
are their own subjective reflections of their subconscious mind. It has nothing to with
the reality of hereafter life. The Quran has categorically proclaimed that no one can
come back to this life after death. If that was the case then there will be total chaos and
bickering and fights among people if someone reported that he saw so and so in hell
whereas his family thinks he was very pious person and, therefore, you are telling a
lie. The person will shoot back that I was there and you weren't and I saw he was in
hell. You can very well imagine then where this whole thing will lead to my friends.
We were discussing the behavior of hypocrites and their conspiracies. At present they
are contented by conspiring in this way but what will be their state when death faces
them and the adverse results of their erroneous deeds overwhelm and crush them?
The Quran says: alaeibalidiisin,ish K5al hhani) s ui . (47:28). Once
again we are forced to comment on the traditional translation of this verse which is:
This because they followed that which called forth the Wrath of Allah, and they hated
Allah's good pleasure; so He made their deeds of no effect [ Yusuf Ali]. What kind of
concept of Allah emerges from this translation? — That Allah gets angry and becomes
happy like human beings do. But Allah clearly says: & st e 41l (A (37:159) —
Allah the Almighty is far above anything which these people ascribe to Him. The
correct meaning of this verse is: This is because they follow the path that is against
Divine Laws. Living in obedience to the Divine Law is most displeasing to them.
Consequently they will not be able to achieve any success and all that they have been
doing will go waste.

Psychological disease as the disease of the heart

The Quran says psychologwal dlsease is actually adisease of the heart: @ Gl s ?‘

hypocrisies expect that Allah will not expose their secret malice and let them live
forever under the veil of hypocrisy?

Psychologists tell us that many physical diseases are linked with psychological
diseases rooted in subconscious mind. The Quran refers to it as diseases of the heart
and says that hypocrites think that they can continue to deceive everyone forever but,
in fact, they are deluding themselves.

The position of the Messenger (PBUH)

My dear friends, now comes an extremely important point about the Prophet
(PBUH). We have been led to believe by our religious priesthood that whatever the
Prophet (PBUH) accomplished in the real world was due to miracles. It was as if he
was just a standby and Allah was doing everything for him; His angels we coming
wherever they were needed and took care of Prophet's enemies.

Well, let us see how was Allah doing all these things? My dear friends, just imagine
what kind of heart-wrenching opposition the Prophet (PBUH) was facing? From
inside the hypocrites were making his life unbearable by their mendacity.
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