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From the statements of the Bible of Barnabas you can also see that religious 
priesthood likes a style of government what is now called secular, i.e., political 
power remains with government while the power of personal laws and its 
enforcement is given to religious priesthood. And each one doesn't interfere in 
the affairs of the other. 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
In the end let us take the messenger of the final heavenly revelation and the 
most revered Prophet (PBUH). The very purpose of his message is mentioned 
as:   (7:157) – He will lift the burdens under which جىڲ ﯄ ؁كمگ جى؀يجتز ؀بز عجه ۆث

the humanity groans and free them from the shackles which bind them. To 
achieve this purpose Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) presented the same 
message that was presented by Noah (PBUH) and all of the continuous chain 
of Prophets down to Jesus (PBUH). And the response from the well-to-do 
section of the community (  - Mutrafeen) to each and every messenger مترفین
was also the same:  (38:7) – They say what he يج نى ڙ؀ ضم ؀شخ ؀يخڦشمئ ؁سى ک؆ ؁يم ؀ئوـِّپئ

presents has never before been heard from any of our forefathers. Obviously 
this is an absolutely new thing which he himself has devised.  Therefore, it is 
false. That is, the only proof acceptable to them is that: None of our forefathers 
have said this! And history and the Quran are witness to what they ( مترفین - 
Mutrafeen) did to the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions?
After the messenger
What used to happen after the messengers? Why was it necessary to send a 
follow-up messenger usually to same people when a messenger had already 
come to them and given the true  (Deen) of Allah? Why was it that the new دین
messenger couldn't find any trace of the original message of the previous 
messenger? Why was the new messenger against their prevalent customs and 
the rituals and ideologies and declared them to be false? And why did these 
people then oppose the new messenger and became his worst enemy? 
Well, what used to happen was that when the previous messenger left, then 
after sometime, some serving-serving individuals used to change the original 
the original  (Deen) of Allah given by the previous messenger into religion دین
by incorporating their own thoughts and ideas. But they never used to tell



 people that these are our thoughts and ideas. They used to tell people that their 
concocted religion was the true teaching of Allah. The Quran tells as to why 
they did this:صحۀ ضحۖ ضحعي ؀جح صڋڄج ۏ ڸكمعي ک؀ جي ﯅ ؀سم شممخي؀ ٮ ۓ خحث صحۀ قى شي شج 

 (2:79) – Woe, then, unto those who write down, with their ؂ڋڄ جىجىۀ قى شي ڳعيں
own hands, [something which they claim to be] divine writ, and then say. “This 
is from God,” in order to acquire a trifling gain thereby; woe, then, unto them 
for what their hands have written, and woe unto them for all that they may have 
gained![Asad]. 
These people practice deception not only on others but also amongst 
themselves. The illiterate ones amongst them do not know what Allah has 
revealed and refer their questions about the Sharia to their religious leaders. 
The latter frame the Laws of the Sharia themselves but tell the former that 
these Laws are Divine. Thus they deceive others just to secure a paltry price for 
it, not realizing that their fabrication of the Sharia and their use of it as means 
of livelihood will bring about their ruin. 
Religion versus  (Deen)دین
It is strange that it wasn't the case – that when  (Deen) was thus changed into دین
religion – then religion became some sort of diluted version of the  (Deen); دین
or that there were some minor changes in the details of  (Deen) and that دین
became religion? No, it wasn't the case like this at all. What happened was that 
religion and  (Deen) became against each other; that religion, in fact, turned دین
into exact opposite of  (Deen). Those who have done a comparative study of دین
religion know this fact. Here is why?

· Religion is merely some sort of subjective experience and is concerned 
only with the so-called private relationship between God and man. 
Whereas  (Deen) is an objective reality and a system of collective دین
life.

· Every follower of a religion is satisfied that he has established a 
communion with the Almighty, and the objective of each individual is 
his own salvation. The aim of  (Deen) on the other hand is the دین
welfare and progress of all humankind, and the character and 
constitution of a society indicates whether or not it is founded upon the 
Divine Laws.

· Religion does not afford us any objective criterion by which we could 
determine whether or not our actions are producing the desired results. 
In a social order governed by  (Deen, the development of a collective دین
and harmonious life correctly indicates whether or not the people are 
pursuing the right course. 

· Religion is hostile to scientific investigation and is an adversary of 
reason, so that it could flourish unhampered with the aid of a blind faith. 
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  (Deen), on the other hand, helps in the development of human reason and دین
knowledge; allows full freedom to accept or reject anything on the basis of 
reason and arguments. It encourages investigation and discovery of natural 
phenomena to illumine the path of human life and its advancement in the light 
of the Permanent Values.

· Religion follows the susceptibilities and prejudices of human beings 
and pampers them.  (Deen) seeks to lead humankind to a path of life دین
that is in harmony with the realities of life.

· In every age, therefore, religion sets up new idols and mumbo-jumbos 
in order to keep the people's attention away from the real problems of 
life. But  (Deen) is rational and radical: it breaks all idols, old and دین
new, and is never variable in its principles.

· Religion induces a perpetual sense of fear in the minds of human beings 
and seeks to frighten them into conformity while  (Deen) treats fear دین
as a form of polytheism and seeks to make human beings courageous, 
daring and self-reliant.

· Religion prompts human beings to bow down before every seat of 
authority and prestige, religious as well as temporal.  (Deen) دین
encourages human being to walk about with his head erect, and attain 
self-confidence.

· Religion induces human beings to flee from struggle of life. But  دین
(Deen) calls upon them to face the realities of life squarely, whatever 
the hazards.

· Religion treats the world of matter with contempt and calls upon 
human beings to renounce it. It promises paradise only in the Hereafter 
as a reward for the renunciation of the material world.  (Deen), on the دین
other hand, enjoins the conquest of matter and leads human beings to 
immeasurable heights of attainment. It exhorts human beings to seek 
well-being and happiness in this world as well as felicity in the life 
hereafter. 

· Religion encourages belief in fatalism, and this tends to dissuade 
human beings from active life and self-development.  (Deen) gives دین
humans power to challenge fate, and provides energy for a life of 
activity and self-development.

· Religion seeks to comfort the weak, the helpless and the oppressed with 
the belief that the affairs of this world are governed by the Will of God 
and that its acceptance and resignation helps to endear them to God. 
This sort of teaching naturally leads to morbidity, and emboldens 
religious leaders who profess to interpret the Will of God, to continue to 
indulge in their misdeeds with perfect impunity and persuade the 
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 adherents to a complete and quiet submission.  (Deen), on the other hand, دین
raises the banner of revolt against all forms of tyranny and exploitation. It calls 
upon the weak and the oppressed to follow the Divine Laws and thereby seek 
to establish a social order in which all tyrants and oppressors will be forced to 
accept the dictates of right and justice. In this social order, there is no place for 
dictators, capitalists or priests. They are all enemies of  (Deen). دین

· Religion enjoins religious meditation in the name of worship and thus 
induces self-deception.  (Deen) exhorts human beings to assert دین
themselves and struggle perpetually for the establishment of the Divine 
Social Order, and its betterment when attained. Worship in  (Deen) دین
really means obedience to the Laws of God.

· Religion frowns and sneers at all things of art and beauty.  (Deen) دین
defies those who forbid the enjoyment of the good and beautiful things 
of life which God has created for the enjoyment of man.

· Religion denounces everything new and declares all innovation as sin. 
 (Deen) holds that the needs and demands of human life keep دین

changing with the change in the conditions of life; change and 
innovation are, therefore, demanded by life itself. Only the Divine 
Laws are immutable.

It should now be easy for us to see the fundamental difference between  دین
(Deen) and religion. It is religion, my dear friends, which poses as savior of 
humankind but, in fact, strangles it and kills its humanity.
Since falsehood does not have any leg to stand on, it always presents itself in 
front people wearing the hijab of truth. Religion does the same thing. It keeps 
the words, the terms, the rituals, the customs of  (Deen) but takes away the دین
spirits behind them. It is these outer shells of  (Deen) by which religion دین
deceives people. Religion, in fact, is the name of mummified corpse of  دین
(Deen). 

***
The same thing happened to Islam
Whatever happened to  (Deen) at the hands of previous peoples, my friends, دین
the same thing happened to Islam as well. Allah completed the  (Deen) and دین
protected it in the Quran. And the Prophet (PBUH) gave this Quran in the form 
of a book to the Ummah. Shortly after the Prophet (PBUH) some self-serving 
powers raised their ugly heads. In this case, Mulukiyyah – the autocratic 
dynastic rule – came first, and then Capitalism. And, these two evil forces – in 
order to protect themselves – started changing  (Deen) into religion. دین
Therefore, this  (Deen) also slowly changed into religion as had happened دین
with the past messengers'  (Deen) with one difference: this time the code of دین
life of this  (Deen) – the Quran – remained protected intact in its original دین
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 from because Allah Himself took the responsibility of its protection. But the 
protection of this Book became a constant prickly thorn in the eyes of religion. 
Therefore, religion did all its best to make the Quran ineffective in the life of 
people and it didn't leave any stone unturned to make sure that the Quran never 
becomes a practical code of conduct in the collective live of the Ummah. After 
the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) no other Prophet will come now to fix things 
up and present the true  (Deen) of Allah to the world. But there is no need for دین
this as the  (Deen) is completely protected and recorded word for word in دین
the Quran. Therefore, in order to present the  (Deen) now, there is only one دین
way and that is to try to practically implement the Quran as a code of life in a 
piece of land. 
Pakistan movement
And it was for this practical implementation of the Quran as a code of life that 
became the focal point for the demand for a separate piece of land for Muslims. 
This was the effort that came in front of us in our period in the form of the 
Pakistan movement. As you know the concept of Pakistan movement owes its 
origin to the Quranic understanding and knowledge of Allama Iqbal. This was 
the basis of his demand for a separate state for Muslims. He said that the Quran 
can become code of practical life for Muslims only when they have their own 
independent state where Quranic principles could be implemented. Religion is 
possible in any state governed by others but not the  (Deen). You already دین
know that the maximum opposition for the creation of Pakistan came from the 
Muslim religious establishment. This in fact is the same old perpetual struggle 
between  (Deen) and religion that has existed since time immemorial. This دین
point must be understood very clearly.
Opposition to Pakistan movement
My dear friends, the first priority of the religious establishment is to acquire all 
the powers of a state and make the government serve as a machinery for 
enforcing its decisions. This form if government is called theocracy. But if this 
is not possible then the effort of the religious establishment is to have a system 
in the state where political power remains with the political leaders and 
religious power remains with the religious leaders. This form of government is 
called secular style of government. After the first period of Islam – when  دین
(Deen) was changed into religion – this was the form that became of Muslim 
governments. This was the style of government that the British kept in India 
during their rule – public laws remained with the government while the 
personal laws were put under the jurisdiction of the religious establishment. 
The goal of the Pakistan movement was that the  (Deen) be established دین
there. It is obvious that there was no place of religion in this – and there was no 
place of secularism and capitalism in it. On the other hand, Hindus assured that 
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 after the British left India, it will continue to remain secular. Since this suited 
the religious establishment, it compromised with the Hindus. Well, religion 
can compromise with anyone and everyone. But  (Deen) cannot دیـن
compromise with anyone – it is compromise-less ( شریک .( لا 

Intellect is cunning; it can acquire a hundred faces;
Poor truth is neither Mullah, nor pious, nor astute!

So, the Pakistan movement which arose on the foundation of  (Deen) could دین
not obviously compromise with the Muslim religious establishment or with 
the Hindus. When the Pakistan movement didn't compromise with the 
religious leaders then they became its staunchest enemies. The leaders of this 
establishment were called the nationalist Ulema ( ). Apart from them there علماء
was another small group at the time that was against the Pakistan movement 
but it was also against the nationalist Ulema ( ). This group wanted all علماء
powers in its own hands, i.e., this group wanted to establish theocracy. Since 

 (Deen) is as much against theocracy as it is against secularism, therefore دین
Pakistan movement could not compromise with this group either. This group 
was known as Jamat-e-Islami (Islamic party).
Did you notice my friends how Pakistan struggle was the same perpetual 
struggle between  (Deen) and religion that has always existed since the دین
beginning of time?
After the creation of Pakistan
Despite strong opposition from religious groups Pakistan did come into 
existence. The irony is that these groups with their flood of armies also came to 
Pakistan. And the same struggle between religion and  (Deen) has been دین
going on over here since then; and their ultimate effort is that the rule of Quran 
never gets established here. Instead, they want first of all that theocracy gets 
established here; or if that is not possible then their effort is that government 
remains secular here so that public laws remains with government and the 
personal laws remains under their control. Because western style secular 
groups are also happy with this arrangement they don't hesitate to compromise 
with the religious establishment on this issue. So, the chances of secular style 
government are much more here. Proponents of theocracy also compromise 
on this issue and are happy with this arrangement although their ultimate goal 
remains the establishment of theocratic style government. 
Constitutional making
These people have continued this effort in constitutional making. The first 
constitutional assembly recommended that the ultimate authority of 
constitution making be referred to a board of Ulema ( ). This was a form of علماء
theocracy and these Ulema ( ) were very happy with this. But when that علماء
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 constitutional assembly got dissolved then these people switched their gear 
and opted for secular style government. Therefore these people profusely 
celebrated the 1956 constitution that was reflection of secular style of 
government in which private laws were recognized as separate from public 
laws and all the religious sects were given constitutional recognition. The 
1962 constitution is better in that it does not separate between private and 
public laws and does not give official recognition to the existence of religious 
sects. This is the reason these people are so much against the 1962 constitution 
and are demanding that the “Islamic” part of the 1956 constitution be included 
in this constitution. 
Opposition to the family laws
Have you ever noticed my friends why these people are making so much noise 
only against the family laws and leaving aside all other laws of the nation 
among which many are clearly against the Quran? For example, adultery is 
legal; red district areas are common in every city; fornication is not forbidden 
legally. Have you seen these people ever making hue and cry against these 
laws or calling for their abrogation? Why is it that these people don't 
collectively demonstrate against these laws? But they are united in creating so 
much uproar and hell against these family laws? The reason is obvious. These 
family laws were personal laws that continually have been in their control. 
This is the first time after the first-period of Islam that these so-called personal 
laws have been taken out from the jurisdiction of religious priesthood and put 
under the control of the government. Religious priesthood considers this 
interference in its jurisdictional affairs. So, how can it tolerate this? How can it 
let go of its power over these laws? That is the reason religious leaders have 
created a joint all-out opposition against these laws. Otherwise, there is 
nothing in these family laws that is against Islam. 
Your responsibility
In all of these struggles the call for pure  (Deen) is coming only from you, دین
my dear friends. Therefore, you have become the target of religious 
priesthood. How fortunate are those who – in this struggle of  (Deen) versus دین
religion stand on the side of the  (Deen) – on the side of messengers and their دین
companions which Allah has termed as His party,  , (Hizbullah or the حزب الله
party of Allah). 
Means and resources
Since religion can compromise with any institution or system or with any 
ideology – and it has the full backing of capitalists – religious priesthood has 
no shortage of means or lack of financial resources. Therefore, these people 
are able to control the propaganda machinery and are able to present falsehood 
as truth. Because  (Deen) cannot compromise with anyone, the people who دین
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stand up for  (Deen) don't have any of these.  دین
And since religion thinks it is right to use any trick to achieve its goals, it does 
not hesitate to lie for its ends. In the words of St. Paul, it proudly proclaims:
But if through my lie the truth of God abounded to His glory, why am I also still 
being judged as a sinner? [Romans 3:7]
Religion openly and arrogantly says:
Truth and justice are among the important principles of Islam. And falsehood 
is worst sin in its eyes. But certain necessities of practical life are such that it is 
not only allowed to lie but it becomes incumbent as a fatwa to lie in those 
situations. [Abul Ala Maududi, Tarjumanul Quran, May 1959]
Religion teaches that present yourself as righteous and proclaim sacred 
principles initially to gain popularity in the world. But when you have 
achieved popular support and power then leave aside those principles and only 
do what is in your best interests in practical life. [Tarjumanul Quran May 
1958]. And if you have to use bribery to achieve your goal then think of it as 
righteous deed and don't call it bribery but call it as “winning heart”. [Abul Ala 
Maududi's advice to Hakim Abdul Rahim Ashraf, Al-Mimber, 19 September, 
1958]

Domination of  (Deen)دین
Religion has been doing this kind of double dealing and deception from the 
very beginning. But this does not mean that religion can defeat  (Deen) دین
using such deceptive techniques.  (Deen) is based on Allah's universal دین
permanent laws; and these laws are bound to ultimately prevail. This is Allah's 
program and no power in the world can stop this program from reaching its 
end. But, as you know, truth overpowers falsehood slowly. This is because 
Allah's one day is 1000 years or even up to 50,000 years of human days. 
Thinkers and visionaries who have their eyes set on the revolutionary changes 
taking place in every corner of the world today – and which Allama Iqbal has 
called “existing hell” – know that the time is fast approaching (according to 
Nature's program) for the demise of all the life-systems that are based on false 
foundation. Kingship is coming to an end. With every morning's Sun, some 
“crown” gets thrown out. Capitalism, landlordism, Imperialism, etc. are being 
erased from the world like wrong words. 
The fate of religion
And along with these the magic of religion is also evaporating like water 
particles. The strong grip that religion had on the hearts and minds only fifty 
years ago is loosening now: Sanaatan religion is vanishing very fast from 
India. Buddhism has been driven out from China. Tibet has lost its Buddhist 
gods (Lamas) and have become refugees in different parts of the world. 
Judaism has turned into Zionism and into political force. The power of 
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 Christianity was the rule of the Pope, but it has now been relegated to within 
the walls of the Church; and is continually beset by scandals and corruption. 
That is, religion is under attack from all sides now:

An earthquake has occurred in the foundation of religion;
Its custodians are sitting and plotting new survival plans!

So, if this is the condition of religion all over the world, then do you think that 
our religion – mind you “religion” not the  (Deen) – will stay? At this time, دین
my friends, it is not the question of “this religion” or “that religion,” but it is the 
question of “religion” itself whatever its name? To say that others' religion is 
false and so it will be destroyed, and our religion is true and therefore it will 
remain – is no more than self-deception? Custodians of every religion in the 
world say this. But religion never stands on truth. Only  (Deen) stands on دین
truth. The period of religion is ending now. Therefore, it will not remain 
despite all the efforts and intrigues and sacred wishes of its custodians. Allama 
Iqbal said this a long time ago:  

The unlucky one has been on life-support for sometime;
I'm afraid that bad news may not come out of my tongue;
It seems its fate has been sealed and its end is in sight;
The priests are praying to drive away its final demise;
In the care of the West, maybe its life will get extended;
By the power of magic amulet given by the Devil Iblis!

This he wrote about the League of Nations. But it seems the same thing is 
happening to man-crafted religion as well. The emotional bursts that is coming 
out from the custodians of religion is like the cry of the animals before 
slaughter. This way they can create disturbance in the environment and chaos 
in the society but they cannot save their seats of power. The demands of the age 
will destroy them.

) Destruction and then constructionالا (لا  و  
But, my dear friends, when falsehood is destroyed by the demands of the age 
then there remains one shortcoming in it.  And that is, the demands of time can 
only destroy systems based on falsehood but, in its place, the system based on 
truth does not get established right afterward. There remains a vacuum 
between the two; and it takes a long time for the laws of Allah alone to establish 
the true system according to the cosmic speed. In the words of Allama Iqbal, 
the demands of time are like Allah's knifes that cut the veins to drain the dirty 
blood from the body of a bad system but they do not produce the good blood 
along with it. The good blood is produced by those who have passion in their 
hearts to establish the  (Deen) of Allah. The period when the demands of دین
time are destroying a false system is very conducive to them however, but it is 
full of difficulty and demands great fortitude and patience from them. 
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Here is a parable. The narrative seems all too familiar.
Once upon a time there was a community that lived in relative peace and 

tranquility. People worked together. They got along pretty well and trusted 
each other. More or less everyone in the community felt happy and contented.  
By and large corruption was missing from this community. So were such 
psychological ills as prejudice, ego, or envy among its people.  

There was transparency and accountability in their decision making. 
Difference of opinion was not only tolerated but was considered an asset. 
People deeply respected each other no matter what their differences. They 
conducted their business in a civilized and peaceful manner. As a 
consequence, this community prospered and flourished like no other 
community around them… Then something happened. 

Some 'holier-than-thou' individuals were not satisfied by the prevailing 
peace and tranquility in the community and the overall solidarity and openness 
in its ranks. They felt tradition and spirituality were missing from the picture. 
To them the community was too progressive, too liberal. These individuals felt 
obliged to do something about it. 

They, therefore, eyed for the leadership of the community. First, these 
individuals brainwashed people into believing that they were the community's 
real well wishers. Promising to work for the welfare of the community and 
claiming to promote spiritualism these individuals were easily able to garner 
people's sympathy and support for their ulterior motives. 

The situation started deteriorating though for the people when these few 
individuals started exerting their new leadership over the community. As it is 
usual, most people preferred to remain complacent and ignored the early 
warning signs. And by the time they did realize what had happened it was too 
late. The community as a whole felt powerless and weak, and divided. 

In the mean time the neighboring community was carefully watching what 
was happening to this community. When the time was ripe they took over this 
community. Since it had become weak and divided it was an easy prey for its 
neighbor. Like opportunists waiting in the wings they grabbed the fruits of 
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other's labor. The Qur'an says this is the result of not being thankful to Allah for 
His blessings in the first place (16:112).

The above parable repeats time and again in real life. That is why the Qur'an 
narrates such parables for us as lessons in human discourse. Past history of 
various peoples are examples of this in one form or the other too numerous to 
mention. Sadly, Muslims have fallen into this category.

However, nothing could be gained by lamenting at this situation as we often 
do. Our usual emotional reaction does not help the situation either. On the 
other hand, maintaining status quo works in favor of the traditionalists 
(followers of forefathers according to the Qur'an) and against the common 
people. 

So what to do? Whether we like it not, we are forced to interact with each 
other regardless of our views. Therefore, there is bound to be friction. 
However, pushing to the right or left as is normal in such cases, only cause 
further friction. How to strike a proper balance between these complex human 
interactions and maintain forward movement is the key for long term peace 
and stability.       

However, it is not easy. People have been struggling with this issue 
throughout human history; because, when we work collectively we face 
problems that often frustrate us. Even if we agree on a common goal we often 
find it difficult to reconcile our differences in realizing that goal. Allah made 
us diverse for a reason: We have to earn our humanity.

How then can we work together towards this higher goal despite our 
pluralism? How should we value and weigh each other's opinions despite our 
diversity? How do we check our personal interests and ambitions from 
interfering with our collective interest? What factors hinder us from working 
together as a cohesive team? 

These are complex questions and there are no simple answers. However, 
there is one factor that encompasses all these questions, and that is our ego. It 
feels very mysterious but its manifestations are very real. No one can deny that 
our ego comes into play consciously or subconsciously when we work 
together. We cannot avoid it or get rid of it no matter how much we may try. It is 
very easy for our ego to control us without our even being conscious of it. 
Moreover, we easily fall prey to our egos and, ironically, we tend to feel good 
about it. This is the real problem with the ego.   

Nevertheless, we should note that nobility is rooted in humility. The 
Prophet (PBUH) was a very humble person. So, we must try to check our ego. 
But such is the grip of our ego on our hearts and minds that we often feel 
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 helpless in subduing it. In any case, no matter how difficult it may be we have 
to wage this battle against our ego in order to humble it. That is why our 
Prophet (PBUH) termed this struggle as the higher jihad. This is the only way 
we would be able to get in touch with our true inner selves and be closer to 
Allah.

But there is something else. We must always remain on guard from the 
mischief of the whisperer who comes quietly and blows an air of suspicion into 
the hearts of people and withdraws (114: 4-5). The Qur'an – the final, the 
eternal, the complete, and the unchangeable Book of Allah – ends with these 
verses. That must tell us how important it is to be on guard from such 
whisperers. 

That would enable us to harness the creative energy that flows within us for 
the higher good. Only then would we be able to make the best use of the 
synergy that comes into play when we work together in a spirit of cooperation 
based on mutual respect and trust. If that happens there is no way a community, 
a people, or a nation cannot but prosper materially and spiritually. 
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