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Surah Al-Muzammil (          ) – Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 29: Chapter 17

By G. A. Parwez

(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends! Today is January 27, 1984 and today’s lecture starts with – in a way 

– from Surah Al-Muzammil (        ). (Consider the previous lecture as providing the 

backdrop).

Revolution vs. Revolution

I found that the facts which came up in the last few lectures created unease in people’s 

minds. This is a good sign – at least some ice broke. Friends kept coming to me one 

after another and kept on repeating the same question. The question was: The 

revolution that the Prophet (PBUH) brought through the Quran was indeed very 

astonishing. But, later, the inverted revolution that came after it was even more 

astonishing. The question, then, is: How did it happen? This is indeed an extremely 

important question. Take for example that the Prophet (PBUH) was told “ ”: Arise O ْقُم

Messenger! And carry the flag of this great revolution! Proclaim to the World: This is 

the greatest revolution it has ever seen! This revolution was so huge that it ended the 

repressive kingships, stranglehold of capitalistic systems, and the magical spell of 

religious priesthoods. Humanity was released from this triple bondage and tasted 

true freedom. After this astonishing revolution by the Prophet (PBUH), which wiped 

out these enemies of humanity, how ironic that these same enemies returned with a 

vengeance, more vitalized with new energy than ever before – paradoxically 

anchoring within the same Ummah that had wiped them out in the first place? How 

did it happen?

How did it happen? What was the basic reason?

This is indeed shocking. This was not the case during the Umayyad rule (661-750) 

because although the system was based on hereditary kingship during this period, 
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there was no other book with the Arabs except the Quran. This was purely an Arab 

kingship. But after this, during the Abbasid period (750-1258), this was not the case. 

Neither the Arab culture nor the Quran remained during this period. Abbasids’ 

kingship and their power were at the mercy of Persians. The Persians controlled all 

aspects of Abbasid rule and society. Allama Iqbal (1877-1938) differentiates this by 

the terms Arabi and Ajami Islam. Iqbal says that the start of Ajami Islam began in this 

period. And this Ajami Islam brought with it its leprotic twins capitalism and 

priesthood. In the presence of the Quran, what to say of finding official authority for 

any of these things in the Quran, they could not even find any reason for their 

justification. Kingship, capitalism and priesthood cannot, ever, be validated or 

justified as long as the Quran exists, and we know that Allah Himself has undertaken 

the protection of the Quran. Therefore, there was no way they could change a single 

word in it. So, what did they do? They changed the meaning of the Quran. 

If you cannot change the Quran, change its meaning 

They devised a scheme: Let the words of the Quran be there but change the meaning 

of the entire Quran. Embedded within the Quran is the life of the Prophet (PBUH). 

The Quran is the living example of the revolution created by the Prophet (PBUH). If 

his path, his life, his true Sunnah remained in front of the people, then this inverted 

revolution could never have happened. Since Allah has preserved the main aspects of 

the Prophet’s life in the Quran; so, the real life and the true Sunnah of the Prophet 

(PBUH) could be compiled only through the Quran.  The book “Meraj-e-

Insaaniyyat” that I wrote has this style. At the top is the verse of the Quran and 

underneath come the details from the life of the Prophet (PBUH). This is the correct 

way to compile the Seerah of the Prophet (PBUH). As opposed to this is the approach 

of compiling the life of the Prophet (PBUH) based on self-compiled voluntary oral 

narrations which turned his Seerah upside down. Let me clarify one point, dear 

friends, that what I am saying is meant mainly for the hearing and understanding of 

future historians, because today’s environment is not conducive and people are not 

willing to listen, let alone accept it. So, I am presenting this discussion for your 

information only. 
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A personal plea

Dear friends! It is our good fortune that we have the means to record whatever I am 

presenting. So, here is my plea to a future historian: If the environment becomes 

favorable to the Quran in the future then whatever I am presenting today would serve 

as a milestone in your Quranic journey. And you would then find out that there was 

someone who mentioned these things before and, hopefully, you would be able to 

move this Quranic message further because, as it is, it is extremely difficult today. So, 

what I am presenting today is not only for you my dear friends, but it is also for the 

future historian. Iqbal (1877-1938) also told that he is a poet of tomorrow. It so 

happens that the environment has not become conducive to the pure Quranic 

message until now. In fact, during the period of Iqbal the religious extremism was not 

as extreme as it is today. Today the extremism of religious priesthood has reached a 

particularly high level and the overall human condition has far regressed. Iqbal 

rightly said:

If any sincere and obedient servant-slave awakens from his deep daydream;

Then the magical grip and wizardry spell of the ruler-master puts him to sleep.

The last century was a good fortune for us. A person of Sir Syed’s (1817-1898) 

caliber was born in that century. He tried to break the magical grip of priesthood and 

status-quo of the traditionalists. He tried very hard to remove the darkness spread by 

them with the light of the Quran, and he succeeded to a large extent. The Quranic light 

started to shine and thunder in priesthood’s dark clouds spread over more than 

thousand years. After this the great thinker of Islam Iqbal (1877-1938) came along 

and broke the Ajami spell on Islam. Then Quad-i-Azam (1876-1948) came along, 

who further advanced the cause of the Quran. He talked about the Quran and the 

Quran only. After this, I feel a little hesitant mentioning it, but, my own name comes 

along. I also tried to advance the cause of the Quran. I have now spent 50 years in this 

cause. But the opposition to this pure Quranic message has acquired so much strength 

and intensity that it is difficult to even talk about its revolutionary message now. But, 

as I just said, it is a blessing that we are able to protect this by recording it on tape.
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The Quranic system became victim of the Persian (Ajami) conspiracy

As I was saying a minute ago: What happened? This Ajami conspiracy, which was in 

fact Persian conspiracy, gathered full steam during the Abbasid period (750-1258). 

The Persians had been defeated by the Arabs. They were not in a position to take on 

the Arabs. And they knew that all this new strength acquired by the Arabs was due to 

the Quran. So, in order to avenge themselves they had to take their entire revenge 

against the Quran. The question then was how to take this revenge. The answer: 

Make sure (1) that the Quran becomes completely ineffective in the life of Muslims; 

2) that the Quran’s meaning no longer remains the true meaning of the Quran; and (3) 

that the Prophet’s life no longer reflects the Quran. For historians the point especially 

worth pondering is that before this Abbasid period there were no books of hadith 

among Muslims. There is one compilation called Mu’atta of Imam Malik. This just 

concerns the life of the companions in Medina; and Imam Malik used to redact many 

narrations every year from this book. There are at most 300-500 narrations in this 

book. 

How were the books of hadith compiled?

Dear friends! All the books of hadith that were compiled later, i.e. during the Abbasid 

period, were based on chains of reporters. Each of these later compilers came up with 

up to six hundred thousand hadith. And if one counts their entire compilation then the 

count goes up to one million. From these they selected, on their own, thousands of 

hadith and compiled their books. Among these compilers there are six that were (and 

still are) considered most truthful and authentic. Among these six there are two – 

Bukhari and Muslim – that are further considered as the most true (Sahihayn). It is 

strange that all the six compilers were Persians. That is, there wasn’t a single Arab 

who compiled any book of hadith. Thus, the Sunnah of the Prophet is presented to us 

based on these Persian compilations of hadith books.

The Prophet’s busy program

You would be surprised at this that the Quran has said: (73:2) – Because:   ًقُمِ اللَّیْلَ إِلاَّ قَلِیلا
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 إِنَّ لَكَ فِي اَلنَّھَارِ سَبْحًا طَوِیلاً

 قُمِ اللَّیْلَ إِلاَّ قَلِیلاً

إِنَّ لَكَ فِي اَلنَّھَارِ سَبْحًا طَوِیلاً

(73:7) – O Messenger! You have so many programs in the day 

that you do not have spare time for anything else. Therefore, it is necessary for you to 

devote time in the night to think, review, and plan for the next day’s activities. And 

don’t ask Muslims how important it was for the Prophet (PBUH) to prepare, educate, 

and train the companions for the great mission assigned to him by the Quran? Ask the 

non-Muslim orientalists who have recorded that they wonder at the power of the 

Prophet (PBUH) and his companions that within a few years they not only 

overturned the Persian and Roman empires but they removed the roots of their 

civilizations and cultures as well. They could not comprehend how one individual 

arose from the land of Arabia and accomplished a revolution on such a grand scale 

that human history cannot produce an example like it. The world’s entire history – not 

just Roman and Persian – cannot produce an example of such a grand revolution on 

such a grand scale in such a short time and with such meager resources! Historians 

grind their teeth in awe!! Dear friends! This is the first thing to note: history has 

recorded with awe and amazement the revolution effected by the Prophet and his 

companions. 

(73:2) –which means O Prophet it is alright that you are extremely busy 

during the day so that you have no spare time to think and plan for the next day and to 

focus  on long term planning for future course of action. Think about it my dear 

friends! How important it is to review whatever has been accomplished; to prepare 

the agenda for the next program of action; to educate and train companions; to 

explain new points and assign them new tasks. This is an extremely challenging and 

difficult program requiring vision, thought and action. This is a full time job for the 

Prophet (PBUH) requiring his full attention all the time. I will mention shortly how 

the Quran has mentioned at other places this great mindboggling amazing revolution 

and what it required to achieve it. This is the reason Allah told the Prophet (PBUH): 

(73:7) – the next day’s agenda is long. Therefore, you are going 

to be extremely busy in the day, working hard all day. But, among the Muslims, a 

wrong concept has been perpetuated that while the world was sleeping the Prophet 

was praying Nafl prayer all night; and his feet used to get swollen. This then became 
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the “Sunnah” of the Prophet (PBUH) and the traditional meaning of the verse

(73:2). This has thus become the established practice. Whatever priesthood 

wanted; whatever Mulukiyah (kings) wanted; whatever capitalists wanted—all these 

things were inserted in the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH). 

Quran’s first commentary and Islam’s first history through narrations

These narrations were compiled by Persians. The first compiler was from Tabaristan 

and his name was Tabari. The second is Bukhari from Bukhara. The third is Muslim 

from Nishapour…. Anyway, I was talking about Tabari. He compiled the first 

commentary of the Quran and everything he wrote, Tabari referenced it with a hadith 

attributed to the Prophet (PBUH). Now, if he wrote down that the Prophet (PBUH) 

has explained a certain verse of the Quran then who can dare to deny it or contradict 

this? Tabari thus put the stamp of the Prophet (PBUH) on his commentary and 

interpretation of the entire Quran. Then he also compiled a book of history based on 

the same oral narrations and reports.  The books of hadith written by Bukhari and 

Muslim follow the same pattern.

This is the way the Quran’s first commentary, Islam’s first history, collections of the 

first books of hadith came into being: they were all compiled by Ajamis (i.e. non-

Arab speaking individuals—the Persians). So, my dear friends! Is it possible then 

that the true picture of that great revolution that occurred at the hands of the Prophet 

(PBUH) and his companions, in which neither kingship, nor capitalism nor 

priesthood could survive– would emerge? The fact is that picture could never come 

out this way. And these Persians cloaked this entire literature in sacred authority so 

much so that this has been presented and accepted as Islam for more than thousand 

years; nay, this has become Islam. Even today, according to these books unlimited 

ownership of wealth is allowed and Islamic fatwas are issued in favor of having 

slaves and concubines. Those kings (in whose period this so-called sacred literature 

was compiled) used to have three thousand concubines. And don’t even ask about 

their hoards of gold and silver. They had hereditary kingships. These kings were 

called “God’s shadow” on earth. All this was made possible by religious sanctions by 

 قُمِ اللَّیْلَ 

إِلاَّ قَلِیلاً 
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priesthood. 

My dear friends! This is how the tafsirs (commentaries) of the Quran and the Sunnah 

of the Prophet (PBUH) came into being and a new Islam was created on their basis. 

And all these have continued until today. Malukiyyah (kingship) does not let anyone 

talk against it. What you call the laws of Fiqh are based on the above-mentioned 

compilations of hadith and history and these laws of Fiqh enforce this version of 

Islam developed under the kings. The kings declared these Fiqh laws immortal and 

unchangeable so that these man-made Fiqh laws could be enforced on the Muslim 

Ummah forever.

I do not want to denigrate anyone

Dear friends! I want to mention that I do not want to denigrate all these compilers. 

One has to respect them as they are our past scholars. Therefore, my aim is not to 

criticize or denigrate them but what I have mentioned above are events of history and 

are historically attributed to them. Whether or not they narrated them is not known 

for sure. There were no printing presses at the time where these books were printed. 

Fiqh Hanafi which is so famous is based on the book by Imam Abu Hanifa (699-767) 

who, many now claim, did not compile any book of Fiqh. If that is the case, then 

where did all these Hanafis come from? We do not know how responsible all these 

past Imams were for this situation facing the Muslim Ummah. But all these books are 

attributed to them anyway. So, we have to accept these books – Bukhari, Muslim, 

Fiqh Hanafi etc. – as if these are from the Imams they are attributed to. Whatever is 

there and whoever are responsible for them, the bottom line is that these are there. We 

are not concerned with personalities but with the authority that is presented to us. 

Whatever is presented to us in their name can be tested using the Quran, because the 

Quran is there. 

The real authority, the real touchstone – only and only the Quran

So, at the very least, test all these books of all these past Imams on the touchstone of 

the Quran. Whatever accords with the Quran, accept it as true. And whatever is 
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against the Quran, assume that it was wrongly attributed to the Prophet (PBUH), so 

reject it but maintain the sanctity of those past Imams; and do not raise your voice 

against them. Anyway, my dear friends! In summary, thus were compiled the 

commentaries of the Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH)—untouchable 

and beyond criticism—to the extent that we are unwilling to study them in the true 

light of the Quran...

The truth behind the Tasbih (rosary)

As I mentioned before, the Quran said: (73:2).  And then it said:

(73:7) – the next day’s agenda is long. The meaning is clear. The day will 

be spent to carry out this long agenda. But we Muslims converted  into long 

rosary. Yes, this word “Tasbih ( )” came from Iran, and then it turned into rosary تسبیح

consisting of beads. Leave aside Islam and Muslims, even the Arabs were unfamiliar 

with beaded rosary. In fact, this came from Buddhists. From there it came into 

Christianity. From there by way of Syria it came to Muslims. So, now, wherever the 

word has come in the Quran it was taken as beaded rosary “Tasbih ( )” and تسبیح

Muslims were told to recite all day some “sacred words” of the Quran using this 

Tasbih; and, in the night, pray Nafl all night. An important verse of Surah Bani Israel 

that is commonly repeated is this:

 (17:78). Dear friends! I will digress from my topic if I start explaining

this verse. What a great program was given to the Prophet (PBUH)! But I will say that 

this does not just mean prayer only. This is an entire system in which every 

individual obeys the laws of Allah. To follow behind Allah – this is what it means. 

People do not pay attention on the word  – which means to establish a system.قيام

To establish Salaat ( ) was to establish the system of Salaat

Dear friends! As I mentioned it last time we do not say even today: “I am going to 

establish Namaaz or I have come after establishing Namaaz.”  For the sake of writing 

people write that “establish prayer.” But Salaat was to establish a system. And this 

was from Sunrise to the start of darkness of night:

(17:78). Those who know little Arabic know that this is a whole day’s program; that it 

قُمِ اللَّیْلَ إِلاَّ قَلِیـلاً    إِنَّ لَكَ فِي

 اَارِ سَبْحًا طَوِیلاً

 سَبْحًا طَوِیلاً

حً بْ   سَ

  أَقِمِ الصَّلاـَةَ لِدُلُوكِ الـشَّمْسِ إِلَى غَسَقِ الــلَّیْلِ وَقُرْآنَ الْفَجْرِ إِنَّ قُرْآنَ

فَجْرِ كَانَ مَشْھُودًا ْ

  أَقِمِ الصَّلاَةَ

  أَقِمِ الصَّلاَةَ

  أَقِمِ الصَّلاـَةَ لِدُلُوكِ الـشَّمْسِ إِلَى غَسَقِ الـلَّیْلِ
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requires constant work. And the verse continues:

(17:78).   is the time before Sunrise. This time is very peaceful and conducive for ِالْفَجْر

focused thinking and pondering on the Quran. This is a time when the meaning of the 

Quran comes out openly and clearly. So, the Quran is directing that be engaged in 

your duties and work all day long; and also ever be mindful of focused thinking in the 

Quran in the wee hours of the morning as this time is very helpful for concentrated 

thinking. And the Quran further tells the Prophet (PBUH):

(17:79). In beginning period of the establishment of Salaat, as Surah Al-Muzammil 

says, companions were needed. So, here in this verse (17:79) it is said: O Prophet 

(PBUH)! When you are done discussing and strategizing in the early night with your 

companions and after they have left and you have gone to bed, then again at late hours 

in the night wake up and give your thoughts about future plans and agendas.

 Tahajjud ( ) means to wake up in the late hours of the night to think and to ponder. ْتَھَجَّد

But with us this has turned into the prayer of Tahajjud ( ). And, all the arguments ْتَھَجَّد

are about the number of raka's. Why this waking up late in the night for the Prophet 

(PBUH) was, has disappeared from the Muslims’ radar and sight? To be busy all day 

with work; continuing discussions until well into the night with companions; then 

waking up late into the night to ponder deeply on the issues at hand and to make 

future plans – this was meant by Tahajjud ( ) and this was for the Prophet ْد جَّ ھَ تَ

(PBUH), the leader of the revolutionary message of Islam. And “Nafl” means the 

thing which is done voluntarily with one’s own volition. This Tahajjud ( ) is not ْتَھَجَّد

required for others. This is for you O Prophet (PBUH). Because:

(17:78) – if thinking and pondering is done in the Quran at this peaceful and serene 

time then the meaning and exegesis of the Quran springs out clearly. Allah told the 

Prophet (PBUH) to do this and be steadfast and continue to act on your program and 

keep moving forward. If you continue on this path then:    

(17:79) – Very soon Allah will raise your status, and your esteem will reach the entire 

world. Here it is clear that Allah is talking about the Prophet’s dignity and respect and 

the position of reverence that he will occupy in the world. But we gave the meaning to 

this that no one’s Na‘at (veneration) is recited/sung more that the Prophet’s. Alright, 

وَقُرْآنَ الْفَجْرِ إِنَّ قُرْآنَ الْفَجْرِ كَانَ      

وَمِنَ الــلَّیْلِ فَتَھَجَّدْ بِهِ نَافِلَةً لَّكَ  

قُرْآنَ الْفَجْرِ كَانَ مَشْهُ  

 عَسَى أَن یَبْعَثَكَ رَبُّكَ مَقَامًا
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move on! The Prophet’s appreciation is done!! The real program was:  

(17:80) – O my Sustainer! Cause me to enter [upon 

whatever I may do] in a manner true and sincere, and cause me to leave [it] in a 

manner true and sincere. No other interest should enter my heart. And:

(17:80) – and grant me, out of Thy grace, sustaining strength so that I 

become successful in my mission! 

Absence of light is the existence of darkness

After this Allah says to the Prophet (PBUH):

(17:81) – And declare: “The truth has now come [to light], and falsehood has 

withered away: for, behold, all falsehood is bound to wither away!” Dear friends! Do 

you think this could be achieved by praying  (Tahajjud)? Darkness cannot ْد تَھَجَّ

remain once light comes. Darkness (i.e. falsehood) has no existence of its own. It is 

only there as long as there is no light (i.e., truth). Dear friends! Please note from 

where this verse (17:81) has come? Falsehood has no legs to stand upon. Falsehood 

exists until the truth comes and then falsehood disappears just as darkness disappears 

once light appears.

The fight between Ahlul-Fiqh and Ahlul-Hadith

You can see that the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH) could be complied in great 

elegance using the Quran only: (76:23) – VERILY, [O 

believer,] it is We who have bestowed from on high this Qur’an upon thee, step by 

step - truly a bestowal from on high!  And the Prophet is being told: 

(76:24) – O Prophet (PBUH)! Remain very steadfast for Allah’s order and 

governance. This was the program for which the Prophet (PBUH) was told:  

(73:2).  But, instead, we take for granted that it means the Prophet (PBUH) was 

praying Nafl all night:  (17:79). Consequently, the arguments started 

about how many Raka‘as there are in the prayer of  ( )? Is the  ْتَھَجَّد

prayer prayed before or after the Witr ( )  prayer? And Ahlul-Fiqh and Ahul-Hadith وتر

started fighting with each other about whether or not it is permitted to pray Witr ( وتر (

with ‘Isha prayer; and how many Raka‘as are there in Witr ( ) prayer – one or three? وتر

وَقُل رَّبِّ أَدْخِلْنِي 

مُدْخَلَ صِدْقٍ وَأَخْرِجْنِي مُخْرَجَ صِدْقٍ 

 وَاجْعَل لِّي مِن 

لَّدُنكَ سُلْطَانًا نَّصِیرًا 

وَقُلْ جَاء الْحَقُّ وَزَهَقَ الْبَاطِلُ إِنَّ الْبَاطِلَ كَانَ زَهُوقًا  

إِنَّا نَحْنُ نَزَّلْنَا عَلَیْكَ الْقُرْآنَ تَنــــز 

فَاصْبِرْ لِحُكْمِ رَبِّكَ 

قُمِ اللَّیْلَ إِلاَّ 

قَلِیلاً 

فَتَھَجَّدْ بِهِ نَافِلَةً لَّكَ 

Tahajjud Nafl ( نفل (
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And should it be prayed after  (Tahajjud)? These are the huge problems with us ْتَھَجَّد

and for thousands of years this Ummah is busy with them with no end in sight. That 

is, the real program got completely lost in these arguments and these extraneous 

things took its place and became so important that books after books have been 

written about them. So, how could that original program come forward? Because 

these extraneous (Baatil) falsehoods will disappear if that program ever came out in 

front – (17:81) – so, they did not allow the truth to come out as they knew 

that falsehood will vanish if truth ever came out. That is why they continued 

generating argument after argument about trifling and useless issues. 

Instruction to the Prophet (PBUH) to remain steadfast

Dear friends! The task of establishing Allah’s governance was entrusted to the 

Prophet (PBUH) and how difficult, challenging, and backbreaking a task it was.  

Allah then instructed the Prophet to remain steadfast, and unwavering and to keep 

persevering along this path. The Quran says: (76:24) – Do not 

compromise with them; do not accept anything from them; be resolute on your stand. 

And: (76:25) – bear in mind thy Sustainer’s attributes (values) 

at morning and evening. Dear friends! We, also, use the phrase “morning and 

evening” to mean all the time. Here it is being said to the Prophet (PBUH) to keep 

Allah’s laws, at all times, in front of him. But we have decided to fulfill this by 

reciting Allah’s names in mosques after ‘Isha and Fajr prayers. And when the Quran 

says:  – then we have taken this to mean to do sijdah ( ) in the night. السـجدة

Then came the issue: how many rak‘as should be in ‘Isha prayer? Is Witr ( وتر (

included in this or not? These issues lead to long fights and arguments. Then the 

Quran says: (76:26). Here again came and this was taken to 

mean: recite Allah’s names (i.e., do Zikr) using beads of long rosaries (Tasbih) in the 

night. My dear friends! That is how the meaning of the entire Quran was compiled. 

This is how Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH) was compiled. This is how the laws of 

Fiqh were compiled. 

 وَزَهَقَ الْبَاطِلُ

 وَلاَ تُطِعْ مِنْھُمْ آثِمًا أَوْ ك

 وَاذْكُرِ اسْمَ رَبِّكَ بُكْرَةً وَأَصِیلاً

وَمِنَ اللَّیْلِ فَاسْجُدْ

فَاسْجُدْ لَهُ وَسَبِّحْهُ لَیْلاً ا    سَبِّحْهُ
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Rule of Mulukiyah (kings) in Muslim countries                       

The rule of Mulukiyah is continuing until today among Muslims. The democracies of 

Western nations at least changed the face of that Mulukiyah. But even today that raw 

Mulukiyah is still operating in Muslim countries. In other Muslim countries where 

this is not the case, the issues (mentioned above) are still there; one cannot criticize 

the type of Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH) that has been compiled by the past Imams 

(illustrated above); and one cannot discuss any issues in light of the Quran even in 

these countries. 

The issue of slaves and concubines

I had mentioned in a previous lecture that there was an argument about slaves and 

concubines between Maulana Maududi and Maulana Aslam Jairajpuri. Maulana 

Aslam Jairajpuri insisted that based on Quranic evidence slaves and concubines are 

not allowed in Islam. Maulana Maududi had no answer for this. Then, ultimately, he 

said: “His (Maulana Jairajpuri’s) mistake is that he is proving this through the Quran 

only.” And then Maulana Maududi used some derogatory words against Maulana 

Jairajpuri: That he has lost his mind; that he is crazy etc. What was Maulana 

Jairajpuri’s crime? His “crime” was that he was proving through the Quran that 

slavery is not allowed in Islam. The question then is: Where did the sanction of 

slavery in Islam come from? Obviously it came from the narrations, from Tabari’s 

commentary, from the hadith, and from within the palaces of Abbasids. Islam 

became this (May Allah protect). Let the Quran continue to proclaim that slavery is 

not allowed but Maududi Sahib says that it is a fundamental mistake to get the proof 

for this from the Quran only; that those who try to do this are crazy and mad. Now you 

can very well imagine, when the Mulukiyah is in power, what the consequences 

would be for those raising their voice in defense of the Quran.

But the voice of the Quran has been heard in history 

Dear friends! In the case of Maulana Maududi and Maulana Jairajpuri the 

antagonism was only limited to abusive language. But who knows what the 
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consequences were for those who raised the voice of the Quran during the times of 

raw Mulukiyah. Even in those times we find from history that Quran’s voice was 

being raised. But not a single page of those writings survives today because 

Mulukiyah and priesthood made sure that these writings were completely destroyed. 

The names of those who raised the voice of the Quran (e.g. those labeled Mu‘tazilah 

 ) would never have been known were it not for the fact that they were المعتزلـة

condemned or maligned with derogatory remarks the same way as they do today. The 

same thing is happening today: they say: look at Parwez Sahib and Aslam Jairajpuri! 

They are bringing proof against slavery from the Quran. Similar condemnation 

brought out the names of those who defended the voice of the Quran in the past. So 

this is how the names of those who raised their voices in defense of the Quran are 

known to us. Otherwise, any mention of such people would have been completely 

removed from history.

Even tomorrow the key resource for Sunnah will be the Quran 

My dear friends! There is only one way to save ourselves. If at any time, any 

Muslim nation, or any individual wants to present the true picture of Islam and the 

true Sunnah, the Quran must be its sole authority and proof. Whatever is according 

to the Quran is right and whatever is against it is wrong. Only then will formulation 

of the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH) and the Tafsir of the Quran be accurate     

and truthful; only then will the Quran reassert itself in real life of the Muslim 

Ummah. Otherwise, everything in the name of Islam will remain that was 

formulated during kings’ (Mulukiyah) period. Dear friends! I have mentioned it 

before and will mention it again that whenever even a little bit of the Quran starts 

coming out in front of the Muslim “Then the magical grip and  wizardry spell of 

the ruler-master puts him to sleep.” When this period passes away and the     

period of the Quran comes only then we will understand what these verses –                        

(73:1-4)            –  mean.   

The Quranic meaning of

Dear friends! What a great thing this  is! In another verse Allah says:      َرَتِّلِ الْقُرْآن
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وَرَتَّلْنَاهُ تَرْتِیـلاً

وَرَتِّلِ الْقُرْآنَ تَرْتِیلاً

(25:32) – We have so arranged its component parts that they form one 

perfectly balanced and consistent whole.  What is Tarteel ( )? Any program, or تَرْتِیل

formula, or system will only be successful if there is consistency, harmony, and 

proper order in its parts. For example, the clock works properly and gives the correct 

time only if all its parts work systematically and in perfect harmony. This is called 

Tarteel ( ). If you open the clock and keep its parts separately on a table the clock تَرْتِیل

will not work. The same goes for medical formulations and prescriptions. The 

ingredients must have the proper proportions and must be put together in the proper 

order while taking external factors such as temperature, humidity, pressure, etc. into 

account. Then only the medicine will work. If you take the ingredients separately – 

no matter how good they may be – the medicine will not work.  Thus clock will give 

correct time or the medicine will work properly only if there is perfect harmony, 

order and balance among different components. This is called Tarteel ( ). The تَرْتِیل

same applies to human systems and programs; there is a particular discipline and 

order to every human program. If actions are in accord with the prescribed order and 

discipline, then the expected result would be produced. This Arabic word  is used تَرْتِیل

for perfect order and completely balanced discipline. This word is used to describe a 

beautiful (pearl) necklace. It is also used to describe a set of teeth perfectly laid out in 

the mouth in a well-balanced way that looks very beautiful. In what a precise way the 

Arabic language explains the meanings of its words!  —Scattered pearls تَرْتِیـل

threaded in perfect order forming a necklace creating an object of beauty and 

wonder; white pearly teeth arranged to perfection, so beautiful to look at. Imagine if 

Allah had placed the gum in front and the teeth backward. How could one eat, let 

alone appreciate the beauty. Allah has designed the front and the back teeth perfectly 

for chewing food. And then on top of that, He made them so beautiful to look at! How 

beautifully these Arab people explain the meaning of  – by superb examples and تَرْتِیل

visual imagery!

The meaning of the Quran like threaded pearls

Allah has said:  (73:4) – We have created a special order in the Quran. 

He Himself has said that this order will get established (25:32). Allah explains the 
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meaning of the Quran by threading its verses through Tasreef ( ).  This is done ِتَصْرِیف

by stringing the pearls (of the verses on a certain topic) thus creating a beautiful 

necklace of Quranic exposition. Dear friends! This is called concordance or 

classification. This I am saying based on my own personal experience. In fact, my 

whole life is spent on this – and my books Mafhumul-Quran and Tabwibul-Quran are 

the result of this approach of understanding the Quran. In Tabwibul-Quran, all verses 

of the Quran have been classified topic-wise. Through this approach of concordance 

and classification (of verses under each individual topic) you will see how the 

meaning of the Quran springs out succinctly and clearly. 

There exists step-wise program and order for establishing a Quranic system

Dear friends! We are only at the stage of words and literature: We are looking at the 

order that Allah created in the Quran and its meaning. For the purpose of 

implementing the Quranic system of government the Quran itself has laid out all the 

steps in perfect order: How to begin it; what would be the initial program; and how to 

move forward. My dear friends! All these steps are given in the Quran. All the 

answers of when, how, and why of a practical step can be found in the Quran. The life 

of the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions in Mecca and Medina were not historical 

accidents. This was based on the program of Quranic order. Everything what Prophet 

(PBUH) did happened according to this order. And the same order will have to be 

followed whenever this Quranic system is to be implemented. Whenever the 

Quranic-clock will be built the same step and order among its components will have 

to be followed.

The Quran is a practical program for life and its travails

Now let us come to the topic of this lecture. The Quran says:  (73:1) – O! 

You who is busy in forming a synergistic group of companions! I hope you 

understood the meaning of  which I explained in the previous lecture. The 

Prophet (PBUH) was told that you are extremely busy working hard in the day;     

you get tired; you remain awake in the night – this is also necessary. But do not 

remain awake in the night for a long time; this will affect your health and your 

یَا أَیُّھَا الْمُزَّمِّلُ

  مُزَّمِّلُ
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companions’ as they are also with you in the night: (73:1-4)

 – For this purpose you have to be awake in the night, 

but not all night; half of the night if need be – sometimes less and sometimes more. 

But what is all this for? The Quran says: (73:4) – to create order and 

discipline in the program that is in front of you. That is why you need to be awake 

along with your companions to chart out the program for the next day in the light of 

the Quran; to see what guidance the Quran is giving for your program at hand. My 

dear friends! The Quran does not just highlight problems but it also gives a practical 

program of action for it. It provides order and discipline to carry out the program; it 

provides a well-balanced and perfect approach to move forward. This is why it says: 

(73:4) – We have created a unique order in the Quran and therefore you 

should move forward by using the Quranic order and discipline (25:32). This is 

necessary because: (73:4) – this program that is assigned to you is 

extremely difficult. It is very daunting, extremely challenging, and it demands great 

courage. This is a backbreaking revolutionary program. 

To complete this program was a great burden on the Prophet (PBUH)

In Surah  it is mentioned to the Prophet (PBUH) that the initial period of this 

program was backbreaking for you due to this difficult goal; due to your solitary 

journey; and due to the burden of this extremely overwhelming responsibility. But 

Allah helped you with friends who became your group of highly committed 

companions in this journey; and this way your heavy burden became light with their 

help: (94:2-3) – He lifted from you the burden that had 

weighed so heavily on your back. Allah slowly helped you create a party of your 

companions and your heavy burden became light. O Prophet (PBUH)! This is due to 

Grace and Blessing of Allah: (73:5) – This was, indeed, a great 

burden weighing heavily on your back. To carry out this program requires non-stop 

continuous effort and struggle but you need to take some rest as well. You need to 

sleep a little although you are very busy discussing plans with your companions for 

carrying out this program with proper planning; and with correct order and right 

discipline. This is a daunting and extremely challenging task and requires great 

أَوْ زِدْ عَلَیْهِ وَرَتِّلِ الْقُرْآنَ تَرْتـا  ;  

نِصْفَهُ أَوِ انقُصْ مِنْهُ قَلِیلاً ;   قُمِ اللَّیْلَ إِلاَّ قَلِیلاً

وَرَتِّلِ الْقُرْآنَ تَرْتِیـلاً

رَتِّلِ الْقُرْآنَ تَرْتِیلاً 

إِنَّا سَنُلْقِي عَلَیْكَ قَوْلاً ثَقِیًا

أَلَمْ نَشْرَحْ 

الَّذِي أَنقَضَ ظَھْرَكَ   ; ضعْنَا عَنكَ وِزْرَكَ

إِنَّا سَنُلْقِي عَلَیْكَ قَوْلاً ثَقِیًا
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fortitude and perseverance.  

The explanation of  through narrations

Dear friends! Now let us come to our sacred book of Bukhari. The Quran said:       

(73:5) – The burden is great. It is given in Bukhari that when Allah’s 

revelation used to come to the Prophet (PBUH) then his body weight used to go up 

significantly; and his companions used to feel it whenever the Prophet (PBUH) was 

resting on their lap. So much was the weight that they felt as if the bones in their laps 

would crack. And, my friends! This became the interpretation of  through 

hadith! Here, in connection with this verse, a long narration has been reported in 

Bukhari regarding the arrival of revelation to the Prophet (PBUH) although it is a fact 

that no one other than a Prophet and Messenger can understand the essence and form 

of revelation. But in Bukhari even the internal condition of revelation and its impact 

on the Prophet (PBUH) are mentioned: Sometimes the ringing of bell used to come to 

him; sometimes he used have excessive perspiration; the weight of the revelation was 

such that even the bone of a companion used to crack; sometimes strange voice used 

to come to the Prophet (PBUH). Dear friends! All this has been reported in Bukhari 

Sharif. How Mr. Bukhari came to know of all these things two to three hundred years 

after the Prophet (PBUH)? No one seems to be interested to find out.

Revelation came down on Prophet’s heart

Dear friends! Allah has mentioned in the Quran that  (Roohul Amin) used to ُُّروحُ الأَْمِین ال

bring His revelation down directly on the heart of Muhammad (PBUH). Allah is the 

sender of revelation and He is sending it through  (Roohul Amin) who does ُُّروحُ الأَْمِین ال

not do anything except to deliver it directly on the heart of the Prophet (PBUH). This is 

the same revelation about which we are told, in the hadith book of Bukhari, that bells 

used to ring and the Prophet’s weight used to go up so much that, if he was resting on a 

companion’s lap, the companions’ bones used to crack! (73:5) has been 

explained in this way in Tafseer. But the Quran says: (73:5-6)      

– The Quran itself asks what this waking up in the night is for?   

Now, if it was just for praying Nafl all night then how do we explain the next verse: 

قَوْلاً ثَقِیلاً

قَوْلاً ثَقِیـلاً

 قَوْلاً ثَقِیلاً

قَوْلاً ثَقِیـلاً

 إِنَّ نَاشِئَةَ اللَّیْلِ هِيَ أَشَدُّ وَطْءًا

 سَنُلْقِي عَلَیْكَ قَوْلاً ثَقِیــلاً
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 نَاشِئَةَ اللَّیْلِ

   نَاشِئَةَ

نَاشِئَةَ

نَاشِئَةَ

ئَةَ نَاشِ

  وَطْءًا

أَشَدُّ َطْءًا وَطًا

نَاشِئَةَ اللَّیْلِ

(73:6).

The meaning of

Dear friends! This  means to rise up in a way as a plant rises up. This is not just 

rising up in the sense of getting up out of bed but it means to get up and get 

nourishment and development at the same time. These are the last Surahs and we 

need to stop at every word—because the essence of the entire Quran has been put in 

concentrated form in these Surahs. And also because the Prophet’s program was 

entering in it last throes. You already know that when we reached the last chapters of 

the Quran we found this miracle of the Quran that there are small verses consisting of 

even two words or some verses consisting of just one word; but there is a world of 

meaning contained in every word of these last verses of the Quran. For example, take 

this word  whose root is: ن -  ش -  و  which means to rise; but there are many words 

in Arabic for rising. But in this root ن -  ش -  و  there is a meaning of nourishment and 

development in the act of rising, i.e., to rise in the way a plant rises; the way the shoot 

comes out of the seed. This is not just rising but there is nourishment and 

development at the same time. That is the reason this word  comes to mean 

development. Whatever it is being said in this verse (73:6) about waking up in the 

night then the question is: what is the purpose of this waking up in the night? My dear 

friends! The purpose of this waking up in the night was for development; for rising; 

for progress; for moving forward to achieve the final goal of a program.

The meaning of

All the things mentioned above are for progressive development of capabilities and 

for moving forward along the path of the final goal assigned to the Prophet (PBUH). 

To wake up in the night for this kind of development is (73:6). The root of  

is: و-  ط -  ا  which means to harmonize two things in perfect order; to have harmony 

between speech and action. It is said here in this verse that waking up in the silence 

and peace of the night and thinking about this program and ponder on how best to 

implement it; all this helps develop latent potential required for the success of the 

program. In verse (73:6) there are three parts: (i)  – to wake up in the night for 
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nourishment and development; (ii)  – to subdue unrestrained emotions; and 

(iii)  – to solidify the program by pondering, thinking, and reviewing in the 

night; to see how to advance this program step by step to next stage towards its final 

goal. It is said here that this way and by this process of analysis, review, and 

pondering to advance this program will lead to practically showing the value and 

meaning of the Quran; and to keep continuing this process so that the Quran gets 

solidified in real life in human society as a collective guiding force. Now here

means “talk” or “speak”.  We also use “talk” or “speak” in many different ways. 

Depending on the context we can derive its true meaning. For example, we say: Talk 

the walk; speak the truth; speak solidly; or he has shallow speech; etc. So, here

means that the program that has been decided is very solid, very strong, very stable, 

and will produce the desired results. It means all these things. And the word has 

the superlative degree in Arabic, meaning “highest level” of strength. So, being 

awake in night was for this purpose; not for praying Nafl. If human becomes busy 

praying Nafl then nothing of the aforementioned positive results will be possible. 

This is why the Quran has said to the Prophet (PBUH) that you need some sleep as 

well because: (73:7) – You will be extremely busy in the day carrying 

out your duties and responsibilities while facing powerful crowds that are opposed to 

your mission.

 The meaning of 

I had already explained the meaning of : to strive with one’s full capacity; to 

struggle with one’s entire energy; to try with utmost effort. In verse (73:7) the Quran 

says that this program is such that you need to strive with all your energy; you need to 

continue to work nonstop to fulfill your mission; you need to maintain your struggle 

with steadfastness and fortitude. This is a huge program for the day and you will not 

have the time to think, to ponder, to review and to critique the program. For this you 

need to wake up late at night. But to Muslims now it has been rendered as: keep 

praying Nafl and keep moving your fingers on the beads of rosary while reciting 

(with tongue only, of course) sacred names of God in the night. And then very late at 

night pray  (Tahajjud). The next verse is: (73:8)  – In this ْتَھَجَّد

أَشَدُّ وَطْءًا 

وَأَقْوَمُ قِیلاً

یلاً   قِ

یلاً   قِ

أَقْوَمُ  

اَلنَّھَارِ سَبْحًا طَوِیلاً  

سَبْحً  

بْحً سَ

وَاذْكُرِ اسْمَ رَبِّكَ وَتَبَتَّلْ إِلَیْهِ تَبْتِیلاً  
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verse the meaning of  is: to be completely focused on one’s task with full 

concentration and full energy; to withdraw from all kinds of distractions and 

wholeheartedly align one’s life with Allah’s mission and make it the center of 

attention. The word “Hanif  ” also means this. 

The meaning of بتول

In the above verse (73:8) the meaning of  is highly significant as given above. 

Also, the word  is used for names:  was the nickname of Prophet’s daughter بتول بتول

Fatima (R), the daughter who was focused, who was not distracted; and was very 

pious. This word means to have laser-like focus. The Prophet (PBUH) used to focus 

on his mission and used to fully concentrate his thoughts to plan and to carry out his 

program late at night.

The program for universal nourishment for all – from East to West

What kind of program was that which required so much focus and attention of our 

Prophet (PBUH)? That program was not local. It was a program that encompasses the 

whole world: (73:9) – O Prophet (PBUH)! It is a universal program 

that is in front of you. It includes East as well as West. This program is stated right in 

the beginning of the Quran: (1:1) – All the appreciation is due to 

Allah whose program is universal nourishment and development. This program is 

not to rule, not to gain power, not to build nations and empires, not to subdue and 

acquire other nations; but this program is given solely for the universal nourishment 

of all of humanity. When we say East and West we mean the entire world; it implies 

universal humanity. In that period the regions East and West of Arabia literally 

comprised the entire populated world. But the Quran has also used the term “Easts 

and Wests” implying that its message is Universal: Allam Iqbal also used this term of 

East and the West:

Do not feel disgusted with the East, nor be fearful of the West

Nature’s signal to you is: Overcome every night of the World

وَتَبَتَّلْ إِلَیْهِ تَبْتِیلاً

 تَبْتِیل

رَبُّ الْمَشْرِقِ وَالْمَغْرِبِ

 ّـِرَبِّ الْعَالَمِیـنَ � الْحَمْدُ 
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The Quranic meaning of    َ

This program of universal nourishment will spread to Easts and Wests. Remember! 

How will it spread? It will spread through (73:9). There is no authority in 

the Universe whose obedience is to be done, whose laws are to be followed, whose 

governance and rule is to be accepted except the One whose authority encompasses 

the entire Universe and there is no other authority except Him. This is the meaning of 

the word and in today’s terminology that provides its meaning of: right to 

authority; right to rule; right of sovereignty. This is the essence of the Quran, this is 

the result of the Quranic teaching and education. That is, to spread this Quranic 

education to all the Easts and all the Wests; to implement the Quranic system of 

universal nourishment throughout the World; and where the one and only sovereign 

ruler and authority will be Allah; and where no human being will have any authority 

to rule over any other human being. And why? Because this universal government of 

Allah will extend over the entire globe and it will be solely for the universal 

nourishment and development of all humanity. This is the meaning of . 

The interpretation (Tafsir) of the Quran of the period of kings

Now, after the period of Khalifa Al-Raashidun, the Quran was reinterpreted at the 

behest of kings. According to the Quran –  – the authority to rule and to 

govern belongs only to Allah. What king can ever tolerate the Quranic law “No 

human has the right to rule over other humans?”  Consequently, this command of the 

Quran was wiped out and in its place a new interpretation was given to the verse. 

Allah’s authority can no longer remain when kings’ authority reigns supreme in a 

region. During the period of kings – and also under other forms of human rules – no 

one allows this meaning of . So, its meaning was changed to: No one is worthy of 

worship except God.

Government of Kings (and humans) but the worship of God

Thus kings, and human beings, awarded themselves with rulership and governance, 

 and awarded to God the sole right to be worshipped. The meaning of  (Ma’bud)معبود

اللهُّ لا إِلَـهَ إِلاَّ هُو 

لا إِلَـهَ إِلاَّ هُوَ

لَـهَ  إِ

 إِلَـهَ

لا إِلَـهَ إِلاـَّ هُوَ

 إِلَـهَ
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(One whose obedience is to be adopted) became: He, who is the only one to be 

worshipped. And  (Ibadah) which means obedience was changed to “worship”. عبادة

When they interpreted the words  and  like this then the kings (and other معبـود

humans) were absolved of all kinds of oppression and tyranny. The kingships (or 

Mulukiyah in general) consisted of two main branches: the kings who ruled over the 

nation and presided over the government; and the priests of different religious sects 

who ruled and strictly controlled religious ideology, rituals, issues of prayer, fasting, 

pilgrimage etc. These two then became the . This is why the Quran warned and 

forbade it: (16:51) – Do not accept two . The Quran said that do not fear 

and worry that all those in authority will oppose you and will become your enemies if 

you accept this one single authority of Allah without any partnership. If they do then 

don’t worry: (73:9) – there is no (supreme authority) but Allah: 

take Him therefore for your Protector of Affairs. This Allah’s protection is worthy of 

full trust and would never break. Have 100% trust in Him and keep moving forward 

and continue to strive hard along your path of establishing the program that has been 

assigned to you. Your revolutionary program is to establish the Sovereignty and 

Dominion of Allah by dismantling all non-Allah authority and power – so that 

humans owe their obedience to no other authority except to Allah’s. So, continue in 

your mission with full and complete trust in the Divine laws.  

Dear friends! The next verses that come after this are:  

; (73:10-11). Allahu Akbar! It will take time to discuss 

and explain. We will take them up in the next lecture.

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what 

we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
              

إِلَـهَ

إِلَـهَ

إِلـھَیْنِ اثْنَیْنِ   إِلَـهَ

لاَ إِلَهَ إِلاَّ هُوَ فَاتَّخِذْهُ وَكِیلاً   إِلَـهَ

    وَذَرْنِي وَالْمُكَذِّبِیـنَ أُولِي الـنَّعْمَةِ وَمَھِّلْھُمْ
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