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Surah  – Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 29: Chapter 29

By G. A. Parwez

(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends, today is May 4, 1984 and today’s lecture starts with verse (77:20) of 

Surah Al-Mursalaat ( المرسلات .(

Special characteristic of the last parts of the Quran

Although the struggle from the very beginning of the Prophet’s mission was between 

truth ( ) and falsehood ( ), it greatly intensified and reached its final phase حق بـاطل

towards the end of his life; and that is what the Quran has described in its last parts. 

The entire point of it could be summed up in Allah’s Law of Requital; and therefore, it 

is really important to understand this law. Oppressed people want to see their 

oppressors punished quickly, and, since the punishment does not come quickly they 

get disappointed or even disconcerted about Islam’s sense of justice. Since 

oppressors continue to flourish and they see that no one is there to hold them 

accountable, they continue their oppression and tyranny unabated with greater 

intensity. 

The mistake of oppressors and the oppressed

My dear friends, there is a period of respite built into the Law of Requital. This is an 

interval between the action and its result. This has been a constant theme in almost all 

the lectures. It is purely a mercy and grace of Allah that He has bestowed this period 

of respite on to humans. Because, without it no human can survive as no one is 

perfect. But both these groups – the oppressors and the oppressed – remain under 

false impression and start thinking that there is no such thing as the Law of Requital. 

The oppressed because they think that the oppressor continues to oppress and 

nothing is being done to him. At first, doubt and suspicion may arise in their hearts; 

then maybe disappointment and hopelessness will set in, which then might lead them 

to disbelieve in this law. On the other side is the oppressor who hears sermons that 

Al-Mursalaat ( المرسلات(
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oppression results in destruction and ruin; that Allah will punish oppressors. But the 

oppressor sees that nothing is happening to him; that, instead of being punished, he 

continues to prosper. So, he becomes even bolder and more ruthless in his oppression 

and tyranny. This goes on. However, Allah does not change His law of requital for 

anyone’s emotional expediency or wishful thinking. The Quran explains why a 

determined period of respite has been kept into the law of requital. It invites people to 

observe nature and learn from the events in the external Universe as to why there is a 

certain delay between action and its result. But many ask for hurry as we saw in the 

previous lectures, where the opponents of the Prophet (PBUH) demanded why the 

promised destruction was not coming soon. This point is further explained in the next 

verse through an example of pregnancy and baby’s birth.

A concrete example of pregnancy and baby’s birth

My dear friends, the Quran commonly gives the example of pregnancy and baby’s 

birth to explain the period of respite – it takes normally nine months from conception 

to normal birth. There is possibility of danger in case one hastens this period; so, it 

says, you do not insist on it. This, you do understand. But when we say that, similarly, 

there is a determined period of respite between an evil (unjust) deed and its result, 

then why don’t you understand?

This is the reason it is said here: (77:20-22)                                                               

- Did We not create you out of a humble fluid which We then let it remain firm in a 

resting place for a term measured? Don’t you ponder on this whole process? The 

semen drops in the womb which has millions of sperms. But look at the two words   

“   ” the Quran has used and please ask the scientists of today: Who could have, 

other than Allah, enumerated all the stages of human reproduction more than1400 

years ago – from conception to child birth? Medical science has shown that the 

semen does not directly get dropped in the womb. Actually, there are millions of 

sperms in a drop of semen. Sperms travel through the vagina and cervix into the 

uterus for fertilization of the ovum. Upon fertilization and implantation, gestation of 

the fetus then occurs within the female's uterus. Dear friends, the details will be long 

and this is not my field. But this is what happens as given in the Quran and confirmed 

. - 
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by the scientists. I do not like to move forward when the words of the Quran are in 

front of me. The Quran says here “ ”. When something is moving and stops at قرار

some place then only it is called “ ”. This, no one could have understood at that قرار

time when the Quran was being revealed that these tiny sperms physically move; and 

when a sperm fertilizes an egg then it stops moving ( ); and then finds its resting قرار

place ( ) thus making it in the words of the Quran “          ”.  The Western مکیـن

scientists become speechless and rapturous when they ponder on these verses of the 

Quran. The question of how long it would remain there in the           ? The answer: 

(77:22)                —  for a period that is known and determined. The word  of the قَدَر

Quran is a very comprehensive word. This is a measure that Allah has decided. In our 

terminology we call it law, i.e., the measure as determined by Allah; and this is 

known.  This is the period of respite and is only due to this that a child is born 

wholesome and healthy. 

The period respite – the Quran has referred to it as a measure

My dear friends, after this the Quran says:                       (77:23) – Thus have We 

determined the measure for everything: and excellent indeed is Our power to 

determine this measure! Thus We have kept a period of respite between an action and 

its result. And Allah has given a concrete example to explain this. After this example 

Allah has proclaimed His fundamental principle; his basic law:        – We have 

decided a measure for everything; a law for everything; a period of respite for 

everything. Further, he said: How excellent We are in making these measures; in 

making these laws; and how excellent are these laws! Scientists and physicians can 

attest to this fact: — how these laws and measures turn out to be so merciful and 

beneficial to humanity?! This principle of universal mercy of respite (or measure or 

law) is embedded in everything. That is how the Universe and everything in it is 

working. 

The test for truth and falsehood

My dear friends, the Quran then turns to laws of nature. As I had mentioned this in 

passing in the last lecture that conquering the forces of nature is truth ( ) and being حق

helpless at their mercy is falsehood ( ). This is also a struggle between truth ( باطل ( حق
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and falsehood ( ). But this requires some explanation. As such these are the last باطل

parts of the Quran, and also because there is no guarantee for life; so, let me shed 

some light on this of what I know from the Quran: These laws of nature are laws of 

Allah. These are Divine laws. These are not someone else’s laws. So, when you 

mention the laws of Allah then these laws of nature must come first. When we are 

asked to obey (the laws of) Allah then how can we exclude these laws? In fact, these 

laws (of nature) are the ones that should come first. This requires further explanation.

To conquer the forces of nature is one part of the Deen

My dear friends, these laws of nature were not given by revelation but humans can 

discover them by research. As human knowledge keeps increasing, the covers on 

these laws will continue to be lifted up. By research these laws could be conquered 

and their power harnessed. And humans can become masters of these laws within the 

Cosmos. By making use of these laws humans have derived so many benefits: they 

have created so much comforts of life; they have made so much material progress; 

and created so many extraordinary technological marvels that they hardly require 

any mention. These are the rewards of conquering the forces of nature using the laws 

of Allah pertaining to the Cosmos. But only those nations will derive these benefits in 

this world –    – that actually conquer the forces of nature.  You can ًآتِنَا فِي الـدُّنْیَا حَسَنَة

notice that nations who do not conquer the forces of nature are dominated by those 

which do. These nations are always dependent on others – even for their basic needs 

of life they are dependent on nations who have conquered the forces of nature. So, 

you can see how important this aspect of the Deen is? The Quran has proclaimed that 

conquering the forces of nature is part the Deen of Allah. It says:                                         

(3:83) – Do they seek a  (Deen) other than the Deen of Allah? Are they in search of ِدِین

any other system of life (Deen)? Do they seek any other god besides Allah? 

Everything in the Universe is obeying the laws of Allah

My dear friends, in verse (3:83) the Quran calls it  and says that it is a fact that: ِّدِینِ الله

    (3:83) – whatever is in the Universe 

surrenders itself to the laws of Allah, willingly or unwillingly, since unto His laws all 

must return? So, to surrender unto the laws of Allah, to act according to these laws, to 

.
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lead life according to these laws – this is Deen of Allah. And everything in the 

Universe is obeying this Deen of Allah:   (3:83). This is the 

Deen of Allah about which the Quran says: do they want some other Deen against it? 

(3:85)          – For, if one goes in search of a Deen other than 

the Deen of Islam, it will never be accepted.

This part of Deen pertaining to the Cosmos is working beautifully

My dear friends, the Quran is the Deen of Allah. The Universe and everything in it is 

incessantly obeying the laws (Deen) of Allah. They do not have the freedom to 

disobey these laws (Deen) of Allah. This Deen of Allah is working perfectly in the 

entire Universe. The Quran tells humans to do research, to acquire knowledge, to 

uncover these laws that govern everything in the Universe; and it asks humans to 

conquer the forces behind them. 

Humans cannot interfere in these laws of nature

My dear friends! Allah has made these laws (of nature) such that human beings 

cannot interfere with their workings. That is why they keep on producing the correct 

outcome all the time according to their laws. If you are thirsty and if you do not drink 

water in violation of the laws of Allah (nature) you will feel the pain of thirst. This 

pain will become unbearable after a while. This is due to the violation of the law of 

Allah pertaining to thirst. You will have to return to this law if you want to survive by 

drinking water:              . The same thing applies to hunger.  So, violating the 

physical laws of nature, results in punishment very soon. 

Violating physical laws of nature brings destruction

My dear friends, when one returns to these laws one gets its benefits. If not, then one 

suffers the consequences. This is at individual level. But this is also the case at 

national level. For example, the people of Noah got drowned in the flood. Why this 

happened?—they did not follow the law of Allah to be saved from flood: Those who 

did were saved by building a boat. Those who didn’t were drowned. The same law is 

applicable today as it was applicable at the time of Noah. No doubt, there is always a 

period of respite before the destruction hits.
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There is only one way to be superpower

My dear friends, I have mentioned this briefly. But the message is very clear: 

violation of the physical laws does have an effect but it has a built-in period of respite 

for recovery. Period of respite varies depending on which laws are violated. But the 

results do appear for sure according to the law, because humans cannot interfere in 

these laws and change their outcome. It never happens that one commits the violation 

of the laws of nature and someone else suffers the consequence. This is the law of 

requital – for every action there is a consequence and it is determined: . 

(77:23) – Thus have We determined the measure: and excellent indeed is Our power 

to determine. And these measures or these laws are unalterable. There is no changing 

of the result. Therefore, it is necessary for humans to try to acquire knowledge of the 

forces of nature and its laws; and nations that do this become superpowers. What 

makes them superpowers? The forces of nature! Those nations that conquer them 

become superpowers and keep advancing in the world. And other nations become 

dependent on them; become subservient to them; become deprived; become 

beggars; and lead their lives in fear and anxiety.  Why? They didn’t follow the Deen 

of Allah, i.e., the laws of Allah that pertain to the physical Universe. 

My dear friends, I sense the question that may be bothering you: that the nations who 

have acquired the status of superpowers are all infidels? But we are infidels too – for 

this part of Allah’s Deen that requires conquering the forces of nature. And because 

of that we are living a life of hell in this world. By abandoning this part of the Deen of 

Allah how can we expect the results to be otherwise? By practicing the five pillars we 

think we are done. Yes, they are necessary; but conquering the forces of nature is also 

necessary part of the Deen of Allah.

There is no court, no lobbying, or no favor in the entire Universe

My dear friends, no one can interfere in the part of the laws of Allah pertaining to the 

external Universe. There are no courts; no juries; and no lobbying in this part of His 

laws. This is an impeccable system of justice, and humans cannot interfere in the 

rendering of justice. It will never happen that cyanide becomes honey. But between 

the action and the result there is a built-in period of respite that provides opportunity 
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for recovery by returning to the laws that provide remedy. That is called  – i.e., توبہ

returning to the laws of Allah. Nations that have done research have found out the 

remedies for many diseases. If humans died suddenly for any mistake or for any 

violation of the laws of nature then no humans can survive on this planet. The period 

of respite built into the violation serves to provide an opportunity for remedy. 

Life’s second aspect – the human life as opposed to physical life

My dear friends! We see that the justice system of the external Universe works 

incessantly in perfect way and humans cannot interfere in this. Destructions happen; 

calamities visit; good times come; nations progress – all these are results of leading 

life by violating or following the laws of nature. There is period of respite for remedy 

and correction by returning to the laws:               . The Quran explains all these 

things. It gives practical examples of the period of respite. Next comes the human 

part of the human life which includes his physical or the material life. As far as the 

physical life is concerned, there is no difference between humans and animals in 

terms of the laws of nature. The same laws apply to both. 

The cure after centuries of destructions and bloodsheds – the guidance of 

revelation

My dear friends, there is another life – that is related to human life of humans. This is 

the life in which humans have to deal with problems with each other – not related to 

the human body but related to humankind. One understands that death will occur 

when one ingests cyanide. There is also an antidote for its remedy during the period 

of respite. The question is: What kind of death occurs when one lies; when one 

cheats; when one deceives? Research has produced neither any answer nor any laws 

for this. These laws can only be known through revelation. This is the second kind of 

mercy of Allah: He has given these laws though revelation. Even for physical 

diseases, who knows how many centuries it has taken for humans to find a medicine 

for a disease? Finding medicines to cure diseases is a great mercy but it takes many 

hurdles, long struggles, and untold miseries to have any results. Who knew the 

poison from snakes could save lives? How many people would have lost their lives to 

find this out? But this was a pure Grace from Allah that He gave His revelation 

572014



through messengers directly to guide humanity without going through any difficult 

and long trial and error process as it is the case with the physical aspect of 

humankind. 

Division of humans by humans

My dear friends, now comes the second part of the Deen, which deals with human 

aspects of humankind. There are those who kept on following the first part that deals 

with the external Universe (which includes the physical aspects of humankind) and 

they ignored the second part, the human aspects. Anyway, they at least acquired the 

benefits pertaining to the material world. The second category is of those – that is, our 

category – who despise the material world. The word “materialistic” started to be 

used for irreligious people. Sufism entered Islam. Its teaching is same as the Hindu 

philosophy of Vedanta, which is, that human soul is part of God’s soul that got 

separated and trapped in the sinful material body. And it yearns to join its original 

source. For this it goes through millions of cycles of transmigration and eventually 

joins its original source. And thus it becomes as it was at the beginning. Imagine, 

after all this effort it becomes as it was originally before it got separated. My dear 

friends, this is Sufism. This is Vedanta. And this is Christian Mysticism. 

The world of mysticism and the result of disobeying the Deen of Allah

My dear friends, please read the life of their saints. The biggest achievement of this 

saint? He did not take bath his entire life! Another saint? He used to eat together with 

his son! Ok! At least he ate. But another one? He didn’t eat at all. And this one? He 

never got rid of the lice in his hair. They despised the material world so much!! This 

was there concept of being closer to God. They avoided the Deen of Allah to such an 

extent? They showed so much animosity and transgression against the material 

world? This is also the case with mysticism in Islam. You will read that so and so left 

the family and the material world and vanished somewhere; that so and so used to 

hang himself in a well upside down and pecked on a bread made of wood? Amazing!! 

This is called renouncing the world. All the stories of the great Sufis in Islam abound 

with how they renounced the world? Think about it my friends! If this is not 

transgression against the Deen of Allah then what is? So much hatred against it?!
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My dear friends, the negative result of this Sufism is borne by later generations. And 

when the proponents of Sharia saw that the sign of closeness to God is in renouncing 

the material world then they also inserted in the books of Hadith narrations such as: 

the world is prison; that a believer lives in the world as if it is a prison and he is a 

prisoner; that the world is a corpse and those who go after it are dogs: – The same 

hatred for the world as in Sufism and in mysticism. The same rejection of that part of 

the Deen of Allah, that deals with the external world. The result is in front of us. Our 

continuous punishment is in front us – for thousands of years. Read the history. You 

will see that all nations that despised the material world and had such a negative view 

of it – they are all suffering the consequences for thousands of years until today.

Balance between the material and the human world is called Islam

My dear friends, I have emphasized that conquering the forces of nature is just one 

part of the Deen of Islam. The second part of the Deen deals with humankind and its 

guidance: the part that is not related to human body but with human affairs and 

society – its problems and its solution. This is the part that needs guidance of Allah’s 

revelation. By combining the two parts we get the complete Deen: i.e., 1) 

Conquering the forces of nature and 2) Spending the benefits thus obtained 

according to Allah’s revelation ( ) for the welfare of entire humankind – this then وحی

becomes Islam, which includes both these parts. The result is: To make this world a 

place of heaven for human beings to work and lead their lives under universal 

welfare, justice, and peace. Therefore, if one part is there and the other is missing 

then it is not Islam. 

Believing in one part and rejecting the other part

My dear friends, the Quran says:                                         (2:85) – Do you, then, 

believe in one part of the divine writ and deny the truth of other part? Do you want to 

lead your life according to one part and reject the other part? The Quran calls the 

entire life as a book “ ”. The book of nature is also “ ”. One of the great کتاب كِتَابِ اللهَّـِ

scientists has said: “We only read the book of nature. We cannot write it”. 

The Book of Allah and The Book of nature

My dear friends, humans can only read the book of nature. They cannot write it. The 
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Book of nature is nothing but Allah’s book, and its other part is Allah’s revelation or 

the Quran. When these two are together then only the Deen of Allah becomes 

complete. The Quran is questioning: Do you want to lead your life according to one 

and ignore or reject the other (2:85)? Well:                                  (2:85) – whoever 

will behave like this, the result will be:                              (2:85)  –  nothing but a life 

of humiliation and shame? This is the result of neglecting the Book of Nature.        

On the other hand, those who neglect the other Book of Allah, the Quran:                     

       (2:85) – when the Day of accountability arrives there will 

be severe punishment for them. 

My dear friends,  as far as we are concerned, it is not just the question that we ignored 

the Book of Nature but we have also ignored the Book of Allah, the Quran, and 

removed it from our consciousness and, as a consequence, we are suffering a double 

dose of severe punishment. We, who call ourselves Muslims, are suffering from self-

deception and self-delusion. This is what religion ( ) does. This is what مذهـب

mysticism ( ) does. Such a massive Universe Allah created for our benefit, and تصوّف

it teaches revulsion for it? The result: our overall deprivation and degradation and a 

permanent state of dependence and beggary. The true life of Islam is born from the 

integration of the two books of Allah. Conquering the forces of nature is extremely 

important, my dear friends! Without it we cannot move even one step in the direction 

of the universal human values dealing with the Deen related to humanity. 

Conquering the forces of nature is the means by which we reach the goal of the Deen. 

If one does not have the physical means to travel how one will reach the destination? 

How beautifully Iqbal explains: The life of Islam is: To open the door of World using 

the key of the Deen. 

My dear friends, if someone thinks that the door of the world is worth despising then 

how can he open its door? How can a people do any anything in the world worthwhile 

who worship simply the key of the Deen? In fact, the key no longer remains Deen but 

it becomes . They take care of the key very well by putting it into silk covers مذهب

suffused with fragrance inside beautiful marble buildings. These days Muslims are 

engaged in “worshipping the key” without bothering even to find out that the key has 

been given for a purpose – to open the door of the world, to conquer its forces. 
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To open the door of the world by the key of Deen

The Quran says that after conquering the forces of nature, using them based            

on a system of universal values given by Allah through the revelation is the         

Deen of Allah. Therefore, with this key every door of the world can be opened. This  

is the prescription of the Quran. It says:                         (77:23) – Thus have We 

determined the measure or laws for everything and excellent indeed is Our power to 

determine. Now the Quran brings to our attention the external Universe: (77:25-26) 

      – Have We not caused the earth to hold within itself the 

living and the dead? What to say of the Quran my friends! For a long time debates 

raged about whether the Earth is stationary or moving; whether it is round or flat. For 

a long time Western scientists also thought that the Earth was stationary. When 

Galileo declared that the Earth was not stationary but moves, he was imprisoned by 

the Church authorities and sentenced to death. Until the last moment the Church 

insisted that you will be released only if you renounce your statement. Galileo said 

that when my eyes are seeing that the Earth is moving then how can I say that it is 

stationary?  

The proof of the validity of Iman

My dear friends, this is proof of Iman that “my eyes are seeing it”. Galileo is 

providing the eyewitness account.  This is called  – literally meaning to provide شہادت

an eyewitness account. When the call to prayer is made:         لا   – then الله إلا الہ اشـہد

these are mere words. But Galileo was providing the reality, he was proving the fact. 

He was an eyewitness to the reality.  

The fatwa of the Chancellor of Medina University

My dear friends, those who had found the reality; those who had done the research 

about the Earth’s movement continue their onward march, and who knows how far 

they will reach? But with us this debate is still there. Just few years ago the 

Chancellor of the Medina University gave a fatwa that anyone who believes that the 

Earth is moving had crossed the limit of Islam; and thus his marriage ( ) is نکاح

abrogated. This is what is with us?! To illustrate our pathetic condition I gave you a 

high-level example. This fatwa is emanating from the Center of the Islamic world!
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The meaning of the Earth being     كِفَاتًا

My dear friends, when the Western scientists ponder on the words of the Quran they 

become rapturous. The Quran says: (77:25) –                           – How wonderful is 

the choice of word by the Quran to explain the movement of the Earth. You may have 

noticed that birds –especially pigeons – suddenly stop flapping their wings in flight 

and keep flying, while their wings remain completely folded. This phase of their 

 flight is quite silent and noiseless. This is called  in Arabic. Thus when somethingكِفَاتًا

as huge and as heavy as the Earth – with mean radius of 6,371 Kilometer and weight 
245.9736× 10  Kilos – is moving then commonsense suggests that there must be some 

visible signs of its movement, like some noise or flutter or just something that 

reminds its inhabitants that it is moving. But there are no visible signs of its 

movement that human beings feel. Something that moves without producing any 

 visible signs is called  in Arabic. So, the Quran is asking: Have you not ponderedكِفَاتًا

that in spite of the fact that Earth is moving so fast you do not even notice any signs of 

its movement? The Earth carrying the dead and alive and everything in and on it 

moves at such great speed and you even do not notice it? There are no outward visible 

signs of its movement. Even jet planes make lot of noise, although there are no 

visible moving propellers. But the Earth does not produce any noise by its 

movement, despite being so huge and heavy.

There is another word in the Quran having similar meaning in:

 and in two other places (31:10) and (21:31).  means “to remain in motion ,(16:15)تَمِیدَ

while carrying something”. How beautifully the Quran explains the movement of the 

Earth – moving fast carrying everything in it; and humans do not even notice it! This 

was said more than 1400 years ago which the scientists discovered much later. Some 

ignorant ones feel that if the Earth is round and moving so fast then why don’t people 

at its bottom fall off.  What a great mercy it is of Allah that while the Earth is 

revolving and orbiting, we feel completely safe and sound. On the other hand, if we 

ourselves revolve round and round on the Earth then we fall to the ground very 

quickly. But we continue to spin (at 1,000 miles per hour) and revolve (at 67,000 

miles per hour) with the Earth all our life and we do not even feel anything! 

Amazing!!

.
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Inter-relationship among cosmic objects

My dear friends, what a system this is of planets and stars in the Cosmos! And don’t 

ask of all the other things that are there besides the motion of these heavenly objects? 

There is another world of relationships among them. We were talking about 

movement of Earth without humans even noticing it. Then the Quran says: (77:27) 

   – and have We not set on it proud, firm mountains, 

and given you sweet water to drink? The word       means big mountains but this 

word has connotation to movement. This word is also used for the anchors of ships to 

stabilize them during rough seas. The Quran says: (11:41)      

– So Noah said to his followers: "Embark in this ship! In the name of God be its run 

and its riding at anchor!

Research on the role of mountains in Earth’s movement 

Geologists and Geophysicists are doing extensive research on the role that the 

mountains paly in the movement of the Earth at this high speed – a point on the 

Earth's equator travels about 1,000 miles per hour relative to its axis. What useful 

roles mountains paly in this movement only these researchers will be able to tell? 

However, as far as we are concerned, we read only for earning rewards. 

Water from rocks

My dear friends, the Quran asks us ponder on these hard rocks. Apparently there is no 

sign of any moisture in them. But water springs out from within these rocks. Do you 

see how Our laws are working according to set patterns? The same way Our law of 

requital also works. But there is disaster waiting for those who belie this truth: 

(77:28)    – Woe on that Day unto those who give the lie to the truth!

Destruction and belying the Cosmic Quran

My dear friends! When the Quran says that those who belie the Deen there is 

destruction waiting for them, then this includes those as well, who belie Allah’s book 

of nature, the cosmic Quran. Those who deny the movement of Earth and forces of 

nature (the cosmic Quran) or those who deny Allah’s revelation contained in His 

book (Al-Quran) – both are equality guilty of belying the Deen of Allah. And sooner 

      .
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or later, both are bound to face destruction – self-deceptions notwithstanding during 

the period of respite. My dear friends! One type of belying is that during the period 

respite one says: Where is God and where is His justice? The oppressed continue to 

be oppressed. No one is helping them and the oppressor continues to prosper. On one 

side is hopelessness and despair. On the other side is arrogance and transgression. 

This is the real world and its real problems. The Quran says that whether the belying 

is done in arrogance or in despair, both are due to ignorance and ambivalence; and the 

final result of both is destruction:                                 (77:29) – GO ON towards that 

destruction which you were wont to call a lie!

Humans themselves go toward destruction – not vice versa

My dear friends, there is a great philosophy hidden in this word “ ”, and          انـطَلِقُو

that is: The destruction does not go towards the humans but humans go           

towards the destruction.  (Talaq) means to freely go running towards    طلـق

something. The Quran says that they run towards their destruction. This is              

the automatic result of their belying the Deen of Allah. That is: (77:30-34)                  

Go on towards the threefold shadow that will offer no shade and will be of no avail 

against the flame which – behold!- will throw up sparks like burning logs, like giant 

fiery ropes!

Suffocating canopy of scorching smoke

The Quran now gives examples of some heart-wrenching punishments such as being 

under a canopy of sizzling smoke. Its shade is highly suffocating and painful and 

 (77:30): it surrounds from three sides – left, right, and from top i.e., a 

punishment that surrounds them from all sides. Sometimes dust or sand storms come 

blocking the Sun engulfing large areas for several days. And fine dust particles hang 

in the air causing so much pain and suffocation that many start crying that the 

scorching Sun was better than this shade of scorching clouds! A shade is normally 

pleasant in hot Sun but this kind of shade traps heat and fine dust particles causing 

burning sensation and suffocation. 

.
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My dear friends, I have said many times that we cannot understand through our 

present consciousness the forms of punishment that will happen in the Hereafter. 

That is the reason the Quran presents these via examples. Anyway, they will happen 

after death. But rejecting or violating the part of the Deen that deals with life here will 

produce its results in perceptible form, here, in this world itself. And we see the 

destructive consequences of our transgressions every day all around us, and on 

television. What is the punishment that seems to engulf the entire humanity now? It is 

the result of recognizing and appropriating the first part of the Deen and extending its 

limits further and further – that of conquering the forces of nature – but rejecting the 

second part dealing with universal human values; the laws of Allah contained in His 

book to humanity, the Quran. The result?                    (77:34) – calamity and 

devastation. This is being repeated again and again by the Quran to emphasize that 

this is not coming from somewhere else, and for no reason. This is the result of 

belying the laws of Allah. Then, when the destruction finally arrives, there will be no 

need even to ask them about what crimes they committed:         (77:35) – 

Because it will be written on their forehead; the record of their deeds will be hanging 

around their necks unrolled and open. So much so that even their past hidden secrets 

of inside of their chests will come out into the open that day. They won’t be allowed 

to present any excuses:       (77:36). There will be no question about it. 

If there is possibility of an excuse then what is the point of justice? Everything that 

day will be based on justice. The period of respite – that would have given them 

opportunity for reform and improvement – would have expired. That is their – i.e., 

those who belie the Deen of Allah in any form – final end:     (77:37) – 

disaster and destruction. 

My dear friends, time is over for today’s lecture. We have reached verse 37 of Surah 

Al-Mursalaat ( ). Although there are only few verses left in this Surah, we المرسلات

will take them in the next lecture.

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what 

we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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