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Manzil ba Manzil ( منزل(   بہ منزل
Chapter 6: Tears of passion (Shola-e-Namnaak  ) – نمناک شعلہ

To my fellow travelers 
 (Tulu-e-Islam Convention, April, 1962)

Episode No: 3

My dear friends, whatever I had to say I have said it. Once again I want to 
congratulate you for participating in this simple but beautiful gathering, and I 
pray that may Allah strengthen your intention; that He may instill sincerity in 
your hearts; that He may increase your determination to face opposition with 
steadfastness. And let the cosmic forces help you in achieving the enlightened 
and beautiful goal of life that you have chosen for your mission; and may you 
keep advancing on this Quranic journey by overcoming every barrier that 
comes your way! 

What a good wish is this O Allah? Please listen!
You came here with great enthusiasm:

To light a lamp of desire in every passionate soul;
To make everyone in the Ummah a witness whole!

And when you depart from here then do so with such strong determination that:
It is because of our common passion that our mission's strong base is safe;

We will do everything possible to protect, to glorify, and to beautify this base!  
Finally, let us prayer to Allah from the bottom of our hearts:

اٌ جىنم ڐ ڻ ؁ئي؀ مج خم ۅ ؀لمۖ جي يمؤ اٌ جىنم ڑ يج نم سخ﯑ رٰ ٮؤ جى؀ڲ كلؤ جى؀يم رٰؤ جى؀جسخيؤ ؂و شمتمخ ئۆخحؽ 

(2:286)  َ ۅ ؀تجنخ ؀جمۖبنج 

“O Allah! Do not call us to account if we have forgotten what we ought to do or 
have fallen into error. May we not be buried under the weight of man-made 
Laws as were our predecessors? Give us the strength to bear the 
responsibilities vested in us. If we falter, give us the ability to undo the harm 
caused by means of good actions. This is how we will be able to secure 
protection as well as means of development. O Allah! You are our Protector. 
Grant us success against the K'afireen who oppose Your System.”

اٌ نم ڰٴ  سح ک ؁ؤ لى؏ جىكم رٰ جي صحيک اڇؤ ؁ڿ ؂و ؀لحُ؍پ(3:8)  

“O Allah! Having found the right path, may our hearts not swerve from it? 
Grant us means of development. You alone bestow. We know that at this time 
there are differences amongst humankind but are sure that one day all 
humanity will become united by following Your immutable Laws. Surely 
Allah never fails to fulfil His Promise. Nothing shall avail those who reject 
Your Laws, neither their wealth nor their offspring. Their end will be 
disastrous.”

اٍ ؂ڎٴ ڭ ؤ؀ ضيۘلي ئ﯍ج(7:126)   

“O Our Sustainer, give us patience and consistency in such abundance that 
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 until our last breath we remain obedient to Your laws.”
اٌ ؀يم رٰ جىحمڍ؀ؤ ؀لمۖ شؽ سهي۔طي جىنم ځ طح سحؔ شم ضحۖ ؄نه؀ اٍ ؁ڿ اشحخيئە خٺپج (59:10)  

“O our Sustainer! Grant us means of protection; and also to our brethren who 
preceded us in professing Iman. Do not ever put any grudge in our hearts for 
those who profess Iman. You are compassionate and provider of means of 
nourishment.”

اٌ ڦ نث ؁ڿ ؂و ؀ني ؀ئخ (2:127)

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of 
what we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. 

O beloved! Bring the goblet; gone are the happy times;
O musician! Sing a song; gone are the chatting times;

O friend! Even though the heart is particularly gloomy;
Tell me the story of the night when we had good times!

 Dear Passionate Companions, Salam-o-Rahmat:
How fortunate is this moment and how worthy of high appreciation is this 
occasion in life that after one year you have enthusiastically gathered together 
here again so that we, by getting away from all the trials and tribulations and 
worries of physical life, could think how to uncover the shining light of the 
Almighty's Book which had been covered by the custodians of religion for 
centuries in dark layers of their sacred sleeves? How beautiful are your desires 
that have brought you here after long journeys; and how lovely is the purpose 
for which you have borne so much hardships of travel? When I look at your 
simple and graceful gathering filled with passion and ecstasy, my euphoric 
heart starts echoing:

Fully filled with bright light, is my house;
Which moon has descended in my house?

My dear friends, now that we have carved out few quiet moments from the 
caravan of time let us devote these moments to refresh our commitment to our 
cause.

Let us talk of love and trust; then about some cute sweetheart
The heart is fed up with time; let's talk about that sweat friend  

Episode No: 1

Manzil ba Manzil ( منزل(   بہ منزل
Chapter 7: Present Hell (Qiyamat-e- Maujood  ) – To Quran موجود قیامت

lovers 
 (Tulu-e-Islam Convention, April, 1963)

By G. A. Parwez  
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  Let us recall that lovely passage; 
Let us talk about our virtuous fate! 

How beautiful are the moments my friends that are spent in talking about love, 
affection, passion, and trust? 
Allama Iqbal has said:

From the start of time until the present, the battleground has always 
remained;

Amid the evil fire of Abu Lahab and the shining light of Muhammad 
(PBUH)! 

Eternal struggle
The question is: what that shining light of the Prophet (PBUH) is that is always 
at battle with the fire of Abu Lahab? What is the struggle that has perpetually 
engulfed humanity since the beginning of time? Many powers rose to their 
pinnacle on the world stage and then disappeared into the dustbin of history. 
Many ruling regimes have risen and gone down throughout human history. 
Many civilizations appeared and disappeared and only their ruins are left as 
lessons of history. But which are those perpetual evil forces of fire that have 
always remained immune to this change despite the passage of time, and 
which have always opposed and fought the light of truth throughout human 
history nonstop – and that fight still continues until today. No matter how 
deeply you ponder and study history the only conclusion that you will arrive at 
is this: that the eternal struggle that has been going on nonstop ever since 
humans opened their eyes till today is the struggle between  (Deen) and دین
religion. 
This battle has been going on ever since humans opened their eyes of 
consciousness. And it is still going on. There is no doubt that capitalism and 
human rule over human in any form whether of one human (dictatorship or 
kingship or autocracy) or multiple humans (democracy or oligarchy or 
aristocracy) – are also no less enemies of humanity. But if you look closely you 
will find that these systems remain alive only with the support of religion. It is 
a fact that whenever in history  (Deen) demolished religion then capitalism دین
and secularism automatically disappeared along with it. So, the real battle is 
only between  (Deen) and religion. دین
Tyrannies of religion 
The concept of religion is the invention of human mind. It is the invention of 
those who wanted to enjoy life at the expense of others by using a subtle means 
to defraud people. Religion is such a deceptive but effective method that these 
custodians of religion defraud people, and people thank them for it; they drive 
people away, and people cling to their feet; they hurl abuse at people for no 
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 reason, and people beg forgiveness from them; they insult people in public, 
and people don't let any negative thoughts come against them in their hearts 
even in the solicitude of their homes; they use people in their service as if is 
their right, and people consider serving them as a sacrosanct duty. So much so 
that at their slightest behest people sacrifice theirs as well as their children's 
life for them; people jump from mountain tops; people willingly present 
themselves to be guillotined, or throw themselves under the wheels of their 
chariots. These custodians of religion incite people to flight their opponents 
and people fight and sacrifice their life without asking what this fight is for. 
People feed the servants and dogs of these religious custodians while their own 
children remain hungry. People themselves remain naked but clothe their 
stones with silk. People themselves live in smudged huts but build marble 
palaces over their decayed bones and ashes. Leave aside the case when these 
custodians of religion are alive, people shake with their fear even after they are 
dead. So much so that these custodians of religion penetrate people's 
psychology and hover over their minds and hearts like ghosts and people 
cannot get out from their psychological iron grip.
The grip of religion
These are some of the dominative aspects of religion which the self-serving 
deceptive diminutive minds crafted and which they used as an effective tool to 
suck the blood of the weak and the helpless. There is no doubt that capitalists 
and rulers do suck the blood of people and break the bones of the weak and the 
helpless. But to keep their grip on the people they need to create and support 
many institutions of power and use hundreds of political tricks, and still they 
are constantly worried sick about public anger, public opposition, and even 
worried about people revolting against them and overthrowing them from 
power. But the intrigue of religionists is such that their preys come into their 
nets willingly to be enslaved. And if anyone tries to free them, then these 
slaves try to choke and kill him.    
Keep people ignorant
Religion has used only one simple trick for all its magical charms and 
intrigues: it attributed whatever it wanted to do to God. This is the secret of 
their powerful grip over the masses. The way religion achieved this goal was to 
keep people away from knowledge and understanding; to not let them come 
even close to using their power of intellect and thought. Religion teaches that 
the more ignorance one spouts, the closer to God one is. And the more one 
shows desire in supra-intellect belief, the stronger his belief. The mind-control 
technique of the custodians of religion is: to not let followers get out of the pit 
of ignorance; to state to their followers that Iman is to be acquired without 
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knowledge and reason; to proclaim that their followers must believe in 
superstitions as the core principle of religion; to make sure that their followers 
accept everything that is miraculous as truth; and to make sure their followers 
follow orders blindly without questioning their purpose. There is only one 
proof provided by the custodians of religion for all this: that this is the tradition 
of our ancestors; that this was their faith and ideology – so we must follow in 
their footsteps. If one challenges this ancestor-based ideology then uproar is 
created against him among the masses by branding him a traitor. People are 
told that look! He is challenging our ancestors; that he is insulting them? This 
incites people against him. And history is witness to the fact that the mayhem 
and destruction and the bloodshed that have been caused by Genghis and 
Hulagu is miniscule compared to those cause by religion throughout human 
history. This is the weapon that the custodians of religion use to keep their 
opponents terrified and silenced. Their entire superstructure of religion stands 
on people's emotions which they keep charged up by sermons and rituals.
This, my dear friends, is a brief introduction to religion which has had its 
chokehold on humanity ever since humans opened their eyes. 
Allah's  (Deen) دین
And it is this chokehold that the  (Deen) of Allah kept coming to dislodge, دین
and release humanity from its bondage. The messengers of this  (Deen) دین
were Allah's Prophets who used to bring the message of freedom to humanity 
shackled under religion. They used to invite people to break this shackle but 
the custodians of religion stood up in opposition and grouped all their might to 
fight each Prophet. Rulers and capitalists supported the custodians of religion 
because in this fight between religion and  (Deen) because both saw their دین
own demise. Therefore, they wanted to strengthen religion and subdue the  دین
(Deen). This is the struggle between religion and  (Deen) that has been دین
going on continuously ever since the beginning of history – in every period 
and in every place. This is what Allama Iqbal has termed as struggle between 
the evil fire of Abu Lahab and the shining light of Muhammad (PBUH) and he 
considers these three evil forces – of religion, capitalism, and mulukiyah – as 
the worst enemies of humanity. 
Struggle between religion and  (Deen) دین
The Quran highlights this struggle again and again by bringing out its different 
facets. It starts by describing this struggle with the revolutionary call of Noah 
(PBUH) to his people:ۖجىبخ ؂جۀ ۝پ ؁مح ضحيه جحمي ڹنخ ؀﯇حى؀ ؀صح يج خم ضي ؁تجي ﯉ڎث ؂خج ٕعيٹ جحمي ؀ق؀ ؀لم 

كمخي؀ جي ضحيه يج ک؆ ؁يم ۞ كممذ ژڌ ؂سى ل ۈث جىكخ ںصر ؀صخ نىڕمي ضئ ئم نى ڙ؀ طم ؄ظل ؀يجضيئيٹؤ ؁سى گ ؁يم اخح ٮ سج 

 (23:23-25) – The first one in this chain was Noah, whom We sent حىظم؀ ٮ ٺ ئۆٹ

to his own people. He asked them, “O my people, you should only obey the 
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Divine Laws. No one besides Him is worthy of obedience. Tell me if you are 
willing and ready to observe His Laws.” The tribal chiefs and their surrogates, 
the landlords and religious chiefs of his community, who were enjoying the 
bounties of life, refused to accept his message. They told their people, “This 
man (who is calling himself a messenger of Allah) is a human being like you. 
He simply wants to attain superiority over you. If Allah wanted to convey a 
message unto us, He would have surely sent angels. Why should He send an 
ordinary man like us? Moreover whatever he says is very strange which we 
have never heard such a thing from our forefathers.” They continued: “It 
appears as if he has lost his mind. So do not pay any heed to what this madman 
is saying. Just wait for a few days and see what his end will be.”
After this the Quran has described that a series of Allah's messengers came to 
different communities with the same message: that no human or group of 
humans has right to rule over other human beings and make them obey to man-
made laws; that obedience is due only to the laws of Allah given in a book 
(comprising of Allah's revelation) through every messenger. But the rulers and 
religious chiefs always ganged up in opposition against it at every time and 
every place. They had only one slogan to inflame the emotions of people:ٓ جى؁ؠ؀ 

ۖ كمخي؀ ﵏ ظم پشجگذ   ﮲سممشجث جىئىمي ؀لم ۆ ؄أ ؤ ئىكم؀ يج ک؆ ؁يم اصح ۑڌ ؂سى ڟلي ۉ عجعي ڀ ؄ظصيليؤ جىئىكم؀ يج ک؆ ؁يى ؁

 (34:43) – The condition of these people is such that when Our ؁سى ک؆ ؁يم ئى تهچ

clear Laws (message) are presented to them, they incite people by saying that 
this person wants to turn you away from the path which your ancestors used to 
follow. All this is a falsity which he has fabricated and attributed to Allah. 
When the truth is presented to these people, they say that it is nothing but pure 
and open falsehood. 
Therefore:   (21:68) – They instigated the masses and ئىكم؀ سحجضخڌ جى؀پصى؀ ؄﷿ ؁سى فخ ھگ

said: “If you have any courage you should get up and burn this person alive and 
thereby openly uphold your gods!”  
Revolutionary voice of Jesus (PBUH)
This opposition had reached its high point during the time of Jesus and was led 
by the religious priesthood. Priests at the time of Jesus had everything worked 
out with the Roman governor. They had established their own parallel 
government. Only for the death penalty they had to get the approval of Roman 
authorities. Roman secular government didn't interfere in their religious 
affairs and didn't care how they practiced their religion. But with the arrival of 
Jesus and with his revolutionary sermons the priests became very worried. 
Jesus would stand at the steps of the temple in Jerusalem which was the center 
of priesthood and declare:

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You 
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 shut the door of the kingdom of heaven in people's faces. You yourselves do 
not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You 
travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when you have 
succeeded, you make them twice as much a child of hell as you are.
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are 
like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the 
inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything unclean. In the 
same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the 
inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.
“You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being 
condemned to hell?”[Matthew 23]

Why the opposition?
Why did the religious priesthood put up such a strong opposition to all the 
prophets without exception? How could the religious priests tolerate these 
extremely revolutionary sermons of Jesus when they were looting and ruling 
the people in God's name? What did they think of this message of Jesus? One 
cannot find the answer to this in the popular four books of the Bible. But there 
is another Bible called the Bible of Barnabas. It is written in the Bible of 
Barnabas that the priests were very worried with Jesus's pronouncements. 
They went to their head-priest and said to him that if this person were to 
become the king then what we will do? It is clear from this that they were 
worried about their livelihood if Jesus came to power because Jesus was not 
some kind of monastic spiritual otherworldly person as he is portrayed out to 
be. In fact, he was a revolutionary figure who wanted to establish the rule of 
God on earth. From this it is clear that the priests were worried that their 
freeloading will be over if this person came to power; that they would no 
longer remain parasites of the society but they would have to earn their 
livelihood by working hard just like other people; or they would have to beg in 
the streets by becoming beggars. They told their people that, now, if we do any 
wrong then we are able to please our merciful God by prayers and sacrifice. 
But if this person were to become the king then we would never be able to 
please him because he will enforce the sharia of Moses. 
Did you notice, my friends, why there is so much opposition of the heavenly 
revolutionary message from the priests. Just the same one reason: if the Allah's 
law is established then all their power and status will be gone. And since priests 
cannot do any real work they will have to beg for their bread. Did you see what 
is presented as a religious question turns out be in fact purely an economic 
issue?
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