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The Human Self and Allah

Episode No. 19

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Ejaz Rasool)

8.20 Powerand Authority

This is because through this that great Rehmat is attained in this world which is the mark
of distinction of the Jamaat ¢ Momineen i.c. by becoming established on the land, a
nation state and government is acquired. When Yusuf was bestowed with this distinct
Rehmat, it was stated:
Thus, did We give established power to Yusuf in the land, to take possession therein as,
when, or where he pleased. We bestow of our Rehmatas per Our law, and We suffer not, to
be lost, the reward of those who do righteous deeds. (12:56)

Before proceeding, let us also examine how this Redwatis gained. The Quran states:

Allah has promised, to those among you who have Eimaan and work righteous deeds, that
He will, of a surety, grant them in the land, inheritance (of power), as He granted it to
those before them; that He will establish in authority their Deen - the one which He has

chosen for them; and that He will change (their state), after the fear in which they (Iived),

to one of security and peace: They will obey Me (alone) and not associate aught with Me.
If any do reject Eimaan after this, they are rebellious and wicked. So establish Salat and
establish Zakat; and obey the Messenger; so that you may receive Rehmat. (24:55-56)

Though further details about this illustrious verse will come in their own place, this
much is evident here, that in order to become eligible for this Rebmat of Allah, the
indispensable conditions which require to be fulfilled are as follows:

(1) Eimaan

(2) Righteous deeds

(3) Obedience of Allah alone

(4) Not to make anyone other than Allah as sovereign and ruler
(5) Establishmentof Salat

(6) Establishing the dispensing of Zakat

(7) Obedience of Rasul-ullah

In other words, the strengthening of Jamaat by establishing Sa/at, leading to Imamat and
organisation; consolidation of the central authority and arranging the provision of the
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means of sustenance of mankind through the dispensing of Zaka#; and all of this to be
achieved by following the Divine system.

8.21 Elimination of Differences

Since this is the natural consequence of establishment in the land and righteous deeds,
hence it enduresas such as long as this nation remains firm on Eimaan and righteous
deeds, and for this the foremost condition is that it does not become captive to the curse

of sectarianism and the rivalries of parties. For the Ummah to remain as one Ummabh is
a Rehmat ot Allah:

If Your Rabb had so willed, He could have made mankind one people: but they will not
cease to dispute. Except those on whom Your Rabb has bestowed His Rehmat... (1 1:118-
119)

In other words, the nation on which there is Allah's Rehmafbecomes a united Ummah by
avoiding differences, and the Quran has been revealed for this very purpose that
differences become eradicated:

And We sent down the Book to you for the express purpose, that you should make clear to
them those things in which they differ, and that it should be a guide and Rehmat to those
who have Eimaan. (I6:64)

After this perspicuous Book, differences and sectatianism, distancing from Allah's
Rebmat and the practical denying of Taubeedis (in Quranic terms) the path of Shirk:

...and be not you among those who join gods with Allah (Shirk), Those who split up their
Deen, and become (mere) Sects, each party rejoicing in that which is with itself! (30:31—
32)

The practical meaning of Taubeed is mutual harmony and unity in outlook. One Allah,
one Rasul, one Book, one straight path and one Ummah treading on this path - then
what reason is there for any difference? Unity in thought and deeds is indeed Allah's
Rebmat, and this is thatvery conduct of theJamaat e Momineen:

Muhammad is the messenger of Allah; and those who are with him are strong against

Kuffar, (but) compassionate amongst each other.. (48:29)
8.22 Means of Power and Defence Are aRebmiat

This was about the internal organisation for strengthening of the governmentand state,
the revolution of hearts and vision. Regarding the external organisation, itis stated that
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provision of the means of defence against dangers from enemies is also a Rebmat. The
barricade created by Dhul-Qarnainwhich was like a dam built to halt the
overflowingflood of invaders, was a Redmat of Allah:

Thus, were they made powerless to scale it or to dig through it. He said: This is Rehmat
from my Rabb... (18:97-98)

Here, another pointrequires attention i.e. the accomplishment of Deen canonly
occurwithbothaspects: there should be Redwatand compassion in their hearts and along
withthis, there should be such forceavailable that they can counter the opponents.
Contrary to this, the Quran states aboutChristian monasticism (and they themselves
claim this as well) that they only have compassion, no force:

...and We ordained in the hearts of those who followed him Compassion and Rehmat. But

the Monasticism which they invented for themselves, We did not prescribe for
them. . .(57:27)

In other words, they only had one componentso Deen was not complete. This is why in
the beginning, due to the absence of power, they abandoned worldly affairs andadopted
alife of monasticism. But whenstatehoodfell into their hands, for the completion of the
second part they have had to become purely worldly, and due to not being able to create a
blend between compassion and power they became completely secular. If Europe had
gained complete Deenby both these aspects, then it would not have adopted this
rebellion in such a way.

8.23 Hopelessness ofRedmzat of Allahis Kufr

This was that methodthrough which the Relmat of Allah remains in action, but if this
Rebmartslips away due to the misdeeds of a nation andstatehood and government
transforms into slavery and subjugation, even then one should not become hopeless
about Allah'sRehmat. Such hopelessness is Kufr because this will be a practical
affirmation that the law of Allah does not possess this potential that by living life
according to it, the greatness which has slipped away can be restored, and this is

whatKufris:

Those who reject (display Kufr) the signs of Allah and the meeting with Him, it is they
who shall despair of My Rehmat: it is they who will (suffer) a most grievous Penalty.
(29:23)
This islosing one's way. Abraham stated:

...And who despairs of Rehmat of His Rabb, but such as go astray. (15:56)
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This is why Allah stated about His 'Own' servants:

Say: O my Servants who have transgressed against their selfs! Despair not of Rehmat of
Allah: for Allah provides protection against all excesses: for He is All Protecting, Raheem.
(39:53)

That Allah Who gives direction to the rain clouds at that time when the whole world has
given up allhope of rain:

He is the One that sends down rain (even) after (men) have given up all hope and scatters
His Rehmat (far and wide). And He is the Protector, Worthy of all Hamd. (42:28)

8.24 Infinite Vastness of Means of Relmat

The treasures of Allah's Rehmat can never become empty; this is the short-sightedness
of man that he measures them according to his own scales:

Say: It you had control of the Treasures of the Rehmat of my Rabb, behold, you would
keep them back, for fear of spending them: for man is niggarcﬂy! (17:100)

His Rebmat encompasses everything:

...Our Rabb! Your Reach is over all things, in Rehmat and Knowledge. ..(40:7)

This is why when His law of Rehmat wishes to extendits hand of beneficence, who can
stop Him?

Say: Who is it that can screen you from Allah if (as per His Law of Requital) it be His
wish to give you punishment or to give you Rehmat...(33:17) See also (35:2, 39:38)

8.25 Conditions for Deserving Rebnzat

But His Rebmatis always conditional, when these conditions are fulfilled then this Rebmat
is conferred. For example, when Moses prayed that his Ummah be blessed with
Rebmats(till end times), it was stated in response that,following the revelation of the
Quran, this Rehmatwill become conditional on obedience of the Quran:

...but My Rehmat extends to all things. That (Rehmat) I shall ordain for those who do
right, and practice Zakat, and those who have Eimaan in Our signs; Those who follow
Rasul, the unlettered Nabi, whom they find mentioned in their own (scriptures), in the law
and the Gospel; for he commands them what is just and forbids them what is evil; he
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allows them as lawful what is good (and pure) and prohibits them from what is bad (and

impure); He releases them from their heavy burdens and from the yokes that are upon
them. So it is those who have Eimaan in him, honour him, help him, and follow the light
which is sent down with him, it is they who will prosper. (7:1 56-1 57)

And My Rebmat encompasses all things. So I will write Rebmat for those people who will
act righteously, and will dispense Zakat, and will establish Ezmaan in Outr laws. This
means those people who will follow this Nabi whose coming these people find noted in
their Torah and Gospel. He will command them to righteousness, forbid evil, and will
declare Hala/ tor them that which is pure. He will declare Haran that which is impure,
and will distance theit burdens, chains and impediments from them. Only those people
who have Ezmaan on this (Nabs) and will provide strength to him and will help him, and
will follow this Light which will be sent with him, will be successful.

And the practical sign of obedience of Allah and Rasul is this -that Muslims become the
arms and hands of each other (9:71) and after this make theit life absolutely challenging,
as the Rebmats of Allah are with those people who live a life of continuous Jihad and
tenacious efforts in this world of trials and tribulations for the sake of the establishment
of Divine sovereignty, and whenthe time comesthey are willing to give up every dearest
thing. Hratis in fact the name given to this motive,departing fromyour land is one part
of this, and these are the people who can become candidates for theRebmat ot Allah:

Those who accepted Eimaan and those who suffered exile and fought (and strove and
struggled) in the path of Allah, they have the hope of the Mercy of Allah: And Allah is
AH—Protecting, Raheem. (2:218)

Not those people who are sitting idly doing nothing and simply waitingfor tomorrow.
How can you compare those who are 'sitting to those who are racing'?

Not equal are those Momineen who sit and receive no hurt and those who strive and ﬁght

in the cause of Allah with their possessions and their persons...(4:95-96)

And all of this is not to be carried out onthe basis of impulsive or momentary
sentiments,but should be performed with determination and solid resolve, because only
a rock which is standingfirmand balanced on its foundation can face perils,unlike
particles of sand which are ever willing to flow away with every rollof a wave. This

resoluteness, steadfastness, and not losing heart is what the Quranic terminology
callsSabrand the Rebmatsot Allah are with the Sabireen (plural of Sabir):

And (remember) Isma'il, Idris, and Dhul-Kifl, all (men) of constancy and patience; We
admitted them to Our Rehmat: for they were of the righteous ones. (21:85—86)
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This is thatattribute which the Quran has explained in clear words:

Be sure we shall test you with something of fear and hunger, some loss in goods or lives or
the fruits (of your toil), but give glad tidings to those who patiently persevere, Who say,
when afflicted with calamity: "To Allah We belong, and to Him is our return": they are
those on whom (descend) blessings from Allah, and Rehmat, and they are the ones that
receive guidance. (2:155-157)

8.26 Regaining Lost Greatness is Redmzat
When the state of Ezwaan and deeds becomes such, then the Rebmwats of Allah
themselves seek out such men; lost wealth, stoleneminences and buried treasures
areonce again achieved. In the case of the narrative relating to Moses, when those
orphan children were giventheir buried treasure, Allah called this HisRebwzat:
...So, your Rabb desired that they should attain their age of full strength and get out their
treasure - Rehmat from your Rabb. . .(18:32)
And the recompense for theSabr of Ayub was given in this way, that his lost home and
possessions and alot more together with this were restored:
So, We listened to him: We removed the distress that was on him, and We restored his
people to him, and doubled their number, as Rehmat from Qurselves, and a thing for

commemoration, for all who serve Us. (21:84->
As a result of Eimaan and Tagwaa double share ofRebmatsare awarded, and such
aglowing light comes into their hands in the brightness of which the whole world can be
led:
O you who have Eimaan! fear Allah, and have Eimaan in His Messenger, and He will
bestow on you a double portion of His Rehmat: He will provide for you a Light by which
you shall walk (straight in your path), and He will provide means of protection: for Allah

is All Protecting, Raheem. (57:28)
This is the technique for notbecoming hopeless of gaining Rebwat.

8.27 Man's Strange Response
But man is a strange creature; Allah showers His Rebmaton him and he adopts
transgression,thinking that all this is obtained through his own skills. What Allah?And
what Rebmatot His?And when theseRebmatsslip away from him then he becomes as
hopeless asif thereis no supportleft for him:

When we give him a taste of some Rehmat from Ourselves, after some adversity has

touched him, he is sure to say, this was to happen like this for me .. .(41:50)

And:

...And truly, when We give man a taste of Rehmat from Ourselves, he does exult thereat,
but when some 1ll happens to him, on account of the deeds which his hands have sent
forth, truly then man displays Kufr! (42:48)

Even though what should have happened was that when the means of sustenance were
plentiful and human abilities were freely available (i.e.Rebmatsot Allah), these should
have been utilised according to the laws of Allah (this is what Shu#krmeans i.e. being

grateful to Allah).
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