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The Human Self and Allah

Episode No. 18

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Ejaz Rasool)

8.7 Books of Revelation are Relmwatfor Mankind

The aim of messenger-hood and the messenger is to convey the guidance of Allah to
the people, and this guidance used to be communicated through these books which used
to be revealed to these Anbiya (messengers of Allah). Hence, these DivineBooks are a
Rehmat for humanity. EarlierBooks were Rebmatin their own respective eras. Then, when
these were tampered with, that same Rebmwatwas preserved in the Quran in its complete
form. Now this very Book is a Rebmzat of Allah for all mankind and for all times. About
the Torah, from among the eatlierBooks, the Quran states:

And before this (the Quran), was the Book of Moses as a guide and Rehmat. .. (46:12)
See also (6:154, 7:154, 11:17, 28:43)

8.8  The Quranis Rehmat
And now the Quran is a Redmat:

And this is a Book which We have revealed as a blessing: so follow it and be righteous, that
you may receive Rehmat. (6:155)

There is guidance in it, hence this is Rebmar (12:111). It is such a Rebmat which removes
those differences which former Ummahshad devisedin relation to their religions (27:77-
78). Not only is it a remover of differences of previous Ummahs, but the Book which
eradicates all differences, and this is the evidence for its being a guidance and a Rebwzat:

And We sent down the Book to you for the express purpose, that you should make clear to
them those things in which they differ, and that it should be a guide and Rehmat to those
who have Eimaan. (16:64)

Not only for matters in which there are differences but a Rehmar which makes every
matter clear:

...and We have sent down to you the Book explaining all things, a Guide, a Rehmat, and
Glad Tidings to Muslims. (16:89)



12023 Jy27 60 (Nt

The details in it and the manifestation of these is according to the knowledge of Allah,
hence there is no possibility of any error anywhere in it - this is also evidence for its being
a Rebmat:

For We had certainly sent unto them a Book, based on knowledge, which We explained in
detail, a guide and Rehmat to all who have Eimaan. (7:52) See also (10:82, 29:51, 31:2-3)

When this Book is such a Rebmarthen however much mankind celebrateswith joy at this
gift of Rebmat,itis not enough:

O mankind! there has come to you a direction from your Rabb and a healing for your
hearts, and for those who have Eimaan, a guidance and Rehmat. Say: 'In the bounty of
Allah. And in His Rehmat, in that let them rejoice": that is better than all that they hoard.
(10:57-58)

Butas has been noted earlier, in order to benefit from this Redmat it is essential to make
ourselves willing to accept its effect.Hence, it is stated about the Quran that though it
has guidance and warning for the whole of mankind, it will only becomea Relmat for
those who will maintainconviction in its truths:

These are clear evidences to men and a Guidance and Rehmat to those who have Eimaan.

(45:20) See also (7:203—204)

Whoever becomesassociated with this source of guidance, Allah will bless him with His
Rebmats:

O mankind! verily there has come to you a convincing proof from your Rabb: For We have
sent unto you a light (that is) manifest. Then those who have Eimaan in Allah, and hold
fast to Him, soon will He admit them to Rehmat and Grace from Himself and guide them
to Himself by a straight way. (4:174-175)

8.9  Siraat-e-Mustageenris Rebhmat

Examine closely the latter part of the above quoted verse in which it is stated that
tinding a straight and balanced path in the journey of life is a Rehmat of Allah. The forces
of Iblees are always busily engaged in these efforts that man, leaving this path, should
adopt other ways. Remaining protected from these evil efforts is also a Rehmatof Allah.
Hence, itis noted about Rasul-ullah himself:

But for the Grace of Allah to you and His Rehmat, a party of them would certainly have
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plotted to lead you astray. . .(4:113)

Aside from external influences, remaining protected from the hedonism fuelled
whisperings of one's own heart, is also a Rehmar of Allah. In the narrative of Yusuf, the
wife of the Aziz stated:

'Nor do [ absolve my own self (of blame): the (human) self is certainly prone to evil,
unless my Rabb do bestow His Rehmat: but surely my Rabb is Protecting, Raheem.'
(12:53)See also (4:83)

This fact should once again be brought to mind that when it is said that one cannot be
protected from these whisperings etc. without Allah's Rebzzat, this does not mean that
for this purpose man himself cannot do anything, that this occursonly through Allah's
'mercy and compassion'. This concept is against the teaching of the Quran. When it is
stated that thiscan only happen throughAllah's Relwat, it means that it can only happen
in that situation when man follows Allah's Wahi, because(as we have seen earlier)
themeaning of Divine Rebmat is Divine Wahiwhich 1s now preserved in the Quran.
Hence, the only way to remain protected trom the intrigues of Iblesand the whisperings
of the heart is that man should obey the Quran and make use of his emotions under its
guidance.

8.10 Leniencesin Shariatare Rehmat

To receive such leniences in Shariatdue to which it becomes possible to implement the
laws is a Rebmat of Allah. For example, in relation to the Law of (Qisas, the recompense
for murder is murder, but together with thisitis stated:

...But if any remission is made by the brother of the slain, then grant any reasonable
demand, and compensate him with handsome gratitude, this is a concession and Rehmat

from your Rabb...(2:178) See also (24:10)

But this concession and Rebmat can only be received viathe law of Allah, not as a
resultofthe personal sentiment of sympathy of some individual. The implementation
ofthe Divine laws is the responsibility of the Islamic system,and personal sentiments of
sympathy should never intervene in their implementation. For example:

The woman and the man guilty of adultery or fornication, flog each of them with a
hundred stripes: Let not compassion move you in their case, in a matter prescribed by

Allah, if you have Eimaan in Allah and the Hereafter Day...(24:2)
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8.11 The Law of Requitalis a Re/mat

This is because it is the LLaw of Requital itself on which the foundation of the system of
the universe is based and this is also a Rehwmzat of Allah:

If they accuse you of falsehood, say: "Your Rabb is full of Rehmat all-embracing, but from
criminal people never will His wrath be turned back'. (6:147)

This is because if there is no recompense for evil deeds, then people will continue
toexceed in their rebellion, and life on earth will become intolerable for those who
aredecent:

If We had Rehmat on them and removed the distress which is on them, they would
obstinately persist in their transgression, wandering in distraction to and fro. (23:75)

The Law of Requital is not confined to individuals only, the rise and fall of nations also
occurs according to it:

To all are degrees (or ranks) according to their deeds: for your Rabb is not unmindful of
anything that they do. Your Rabb is self-sufficient, full of Rehmat: if it were His will, He
could destroy you (as per His law), and in your place appoint whom He will as your

successors, even as He raised you up from the posterity of other people. (6:132-133)

8.12  Period of Respiteis also a Rehat

An intervalhas been kept between the commission of a deed and the manifestation of
its result so that those who commit an error in ignorance canmake amends during this
time, and this is called the period of respite and is Divine Rebmat:

But your Rabb is Most protecting, full of Rehmat. If He were to call them (at once) to
account for what they have earned, then surely, He would have hastened their punishment:

but they have their appointed time, beyond which they will find no refuge. (18:58)

If an individual or nation realises that it has taken a step in the wrong direction, then it is
necessary for it to immediately turn around and return to the point from where the step
in the wrong direction was taken, following which it should step in the right direction.
Turning back from the wrong path is called Taba and stepping in the right direction after
this is called Aslaba. By doing this an individual becomesprotected from the harmful
effects which were incurred as a result of going in the wrong direction, this is called
Maghfirat. Keeping the provision of these matterswithin the 'Law of Requital'is Allah's
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Rebmat.

8.13 Acceptance of Tawnbais also a Rebmat
The Quran states:

Say: 'O my Servants who have transgressed against their selfs! Despair not of the Rehmat
of Allah: for Allah provides protection (as per His law) from all ill effects: for He is
Protecting, Raheem. (39:53)

Provided this errorhas occurredinadvertently,and is not deliberateand due to arrogance,
and after this amends have also been made:

When those come to you who have Eimaan in Our signs, Say: "Peace be on you: Your Rabb
has inscribed for Himself Rehmat: verily, if any of you did evil in ignorance, and thereafter
repented, and amend (his conduct), lo! He is Protecting (from ill effects as per law),
Raheem. (6:54)

Butif after this man again adopts rebellion, then he will have to suffer the consequences

for thisi.e. a one-off repentance cannotbe a permanent permit of protection:

It may be that your Rabb may show Rehmat unto you; but if you revert, We shall (also)
revert: And we have made hell a prison for those who reject Eimaan. (17:8)

According to the Law of Requitalthe natural consequence of wrong deeds is called
Azaab which is the opposite ofRebmat i.e. development of the human self takes
placeunder Rehmatwhereas under Azaabits development halts and he becomes deprived
ofhuman eminence. This is why the Quran has referred toAzaabas the antonymto
Rebmat.

He punishes as per His law, and He grants Rehmat as per His law, and towards Him are
you turned. (29:21)

In another verseRehmat is mentioned as opposite to destruction (67:28); this is because
what greater punishment can there be other than destruction and annihilation?
Remaining protected from dangers is also called Rehmat by the Quran (36:44). Similarly,
to be kept protected from the troubles which come as a deluge with wars is also a Rebwat
(48:25).

8.14 Getting Freedom from _Azaabis Rehmat

Certain blunders of nations are such that they fall into the pit of degradation foreverasa
result and from which they cannot escape. But there are certain errors which are such
that recovery can be possible from their etfects (punishment). This is called obtaining
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'Najaat after Azaal'. This too, has been termed asRebmat of Allah i.e. instead ofsome
nation being deprived of the sweetnesses of life forever, the possibility of recovery
remaining in them is Re/mat. Hence, when Bani Israel achieved their escape from the
tyranny of Pharaoh, it was declared to be Allah's Rebmat:

They said: 'In Allah do we put out trust. Our Rabb! make us not a trial for those who
practice oppression; And deliver us by Your Rehmat from those who reject (You).' (10:85-
86)

When the nation of Noah was surrounded on all sides by the .Azaabof destruction,
Noah said:

... This day nothing can save, from the command of Allah, any but those on whom He has
Rehmat. . .(I I:43)

Similarly, when 4zaaboverwhelmedother errant nations, then whichever righteous

people were saved from among thesewas also called Allah'sRebmar(7:72, 11:58, 11:66,
11:94,21:74-75).

8.15 Being Protected from the Azaab of the Hereafter is also a Re/wmzat

This was regarding.zaabas related to this world. The same is stated regarding Azuab of
the hereafter:remaining protected from this is also Allah's Rehwat:

On that day, if the penalty is averted from any, it is due to Allah's Rehmat; and that would
be a manifest achievement. (6:16) See also (3:1 16, 40:9, 44:41-42, 76:31)

8.16 Jannatis Rebmat

The people of A'raf(those at the heights) will say to the inhabitants of hell, look, those
same people are in Jannat about whom you used to swear that Allah will not have Rebmat
on them. Just see, they were the very ones told to enter Jannat, there is neither any fear
for you and nor will you be sorrowful:

Behold! are these not the men whom you swore that Allah with His Rehmat would never

bless? Enter you the Garden: no fear shall be on you, nor shall you grieve. (7:49)

Glad tidings for this very Jannat are given based on Eimaan and righteous deeds (9:21-
22). Thisis evidentachievementi.c. a great triumph:

Then, as to those who believed and did righteous deeds, their Sustainer will admit them to
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His Rehmat that will be the achievement for all to see. (45:30)

8.17 Righteous Progeny

Now observe the great blessings of heavenly Rebmafon worldly life. Being bestowed
with righteous progeny is by His Rebmat. Abraham had become hopeless about having
children during his old age. At that time, Allah with His Re/martulfilled his heartfelt wish
with the desired pearl. Hence,when the messengers sent by Allah gave both him and his
wifethe glad tidings of offspring, she becameamazed. Upon that, they responded:

...Do you wonder at Allah's decree? The grace of Allah and His blessings on you, O you
people of the house! for He is indeed worthy of all praise, full of all glory! (11:73)

Similarly,regarding the birth of Yahyaitis stated:
A recital of Rehmat of your Rabb to His servant Zakariya. (19:2)

After this, the birth of Yahya is mentioned.

8.18 Continuing Resolution of Matters

For human matters to be resolved into a pleasant outcome is also Allah's Rebwmat.
Regarding the people of the Cave, itis stated:

...betake yourselves to the cave: Your Rabb will shower His Rehmat on you and will
dispose of your affair towards comfort and ease. (18:16)

8.19 Findinga Righteous Companion

Finding an excellent and supportive companion in the world is also Divine Rebmat. 1t is
declared about Aaron in the Quran:

And, out of Our Rehmat, We gave him (Moses) his brother Aaron, a Nabi. (19:53)

To be included in the Jamaat of the righteous is such a greatRebmat tor which the famous
Apnbiyawould pray. Solomon, while passing through the Valley of Nawal/, had entreated:

...And admit me, by Your Grace, to the ranks of Your righteous servants. (27:19)
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