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The Human Self and Allah

Episode No. 8

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Ejaz Rasool)

Keep these Divine verses in frontand then cast your eyes on any part of the current
day civilised world, and then sometimes peecp and scarch into the most
delicatecorners of your heart, and then seehow many worlds of facts and realities are
concealedwithin this one verse. We have already seen that the Quran declares that
chaos arises throughaccepting more than one //aah. Just ponder, is the reason for this
chaos and mayhemthat is erupting from all sidestoday not simply this, that every
human heart is becoming anabode for idols? Every group and every nationhas
madetheir own desires intotheir gods and under the influence and control of these
'gods of desires and emotions', no distinction between right and wrong is retained.
Right is that through which an aim is achieved (according to Lenin and Machiavelli)
and wrong 1s that which obstructs the achievement of aims. These are those 1dols
which have turned the world into hell. These idols are not carvedat the home of some
sculptor but are in fact continuallymoulded in the factory of the human mind. Their
abode is not some temple but the human heart. The idol of possessions and progeny,
the idol of prestige and status, the idol of wealth and prosperity, the idol of regime and
government, the idol of nation and race - and Allah knows® what kind of Laat and
Manat and what kind of Habl and Uzza® are concocted in the human mind at every
moment.

This is that frightening and terrifyingclift edgeot Shirkfrom which,having slipped,
man falls straight into the dreadful destruction and ruin of hell. The Quran has stated
that these arc those pecople who go astray despite knowledge. Knowledge
differentiates between Hagg and Batil, but once emotions overwhelm the intellect
and desires overpower the mind then knowledge and intellectare never able to show
the right path. Having reached this stage, man's cars become deaf to the bells of
danger, veils descend over his eyes, his heart becomes rusty and he cannot see the
consequences of the results of his deeds. According to George Bernard Shaw,
'Europe is flowing along ona river of emotions and does not consider what kind of an
ocean of ruins its end is'® . There is no dearth of knowledge in Europe, but all the

@ This means that if we use the light of the Quran then we, too, can identify all of these man-made
idols. (Ed)

@ Laat, Manat, Habl, Ugza- these are idols of the era when the Quran was revealed. (Ed)

@ Bernard Shaw uttered these words prior to the war in Europe (1939). This war made it clear what that
ocean of destruction was in which Europe drowned through its own hands. For further details see Insaan
Ney Kiva Socha (What Did Man think).
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knowledge is being usedinthis endeavour,to find what kinds of techniques can be
most effective and implemented most rapidly for its own supremacy and for the
slaughter of others. The very cause for Allah's earthbeing so constrictedfor
mankindtoday is the fact that this knowledge is functioning in submission to the
emotions. Man has made his own desires into his deity. If knowledge works globally
according to the true/laah and His laws, then this same hell will become a paradise.
Knowledge will,at this time too,still think of making guns and ammunition, but after
the gun is made, its direction will not be decided according to the vested interests of
men. The decision whether the gun will be used to haltthe evil of a tyrant,or whether
its target will be the home of weak and feeble nations, will not be made by the
manufacturer of the gun but will be made by another power. This is that very point
where man is in need of heavenly guidance and Wahi. When man uses the outcome of
his knowledge according to the laws of Allah, then this same knowledge which today
is the destroyerof humanity will become a blessing for humanity. And then the true
meaning of 'There is no Ilaah, but Allah'® will be comprehended.

Cast an eye one more time on the attributes of the real /laah which have been
presented to you in the previous pages and see if there is any such aspect of life
omitted for which there is the need to seek another '/laah':

a) Who gives life

b) Provider of nourishment

c) Providerof sustenance

d) Who bestows peace and security

¢) Whoisalways watching

f)  Who solves problems

g)  Who sets things right in all matters

h) InWhom complete trust can be placed

1)  Whois called out to in times of hopelessness

1) Who has control of benefitand harm

k) Who has knowledge of both the visible andthe unseen

) Who has power overall

m) Whois Ownerof supremacy

n) Whoisbeyond any fault

0) Master of masters

p) TheTrueSovercign

q) ForWhose life there is no end

r)  ToWhomall turn for help

Can there be another being other than this BeingWho is capable of having obedience to
Him accepted,Whose sovereignty should be acknowledgedand before Whose laws man

should bow? After this, think, whatis the meaning of _a-l/aha?
@ La-llaha-il-Lallab—this is the Arabic as already noted earlier. (Ed)
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But not only La, after this [/a as well i.e. after the negative comes the positive, the
affirmation; construction after destruction; acceptance after refusal; after La-llaba -il-
Lallah. Let us now go to I/a after this [z because just as acknowledgement of the true
Allah is impossible until every non-divine force has not been rejected, in this same way
mere rejection is also anarchy and chaos until there has not been acceptance of Allah.
La-llaba-il-Lallah— this is the complete Eimaan.

3 Allah

As has already been stated under the previous topic, the personal name of God
according to the Quran is Allah which is a combination of .A/and llaahi.e. that One llaah
Whose conceptis presented by the Quran, and Whose attributes have been explained in
itin such great detail.

3.1  Graspingthe Reality of the Self

What is Allah? What kind ofBeing is He? What is the form and reality of His Self?
Where did He come from? These are those questions whose answers are outwith the
scope of human intellect. Intellect is,in actuality, the name of those collective outcomes
which man achieves through his knowledge and observations, and it is obvious that the
means through which manobtains knowledge are finite. So when those means are finite,
then theproduct of those means will also be finite, and how can the finite conceive the
infinite? What can that man who so far has not even been able to determine what he
himself is, determine as to what Allahis? How can thatindividual who is restricted in
reaching the reality of a machine encompass the form and reality of the creator of the
machine? Knowledge of the composition of the Divine Self is beyond the scope of
human vision. This is the reason that the Quran does not demand visual recognition of
Allah —itdemands acceptance of Ezmaan (in Allah).

3.2 Eimaanand Irfaan (Recognition)

The second method by which to evaluate something which man is not able to
comprehend directlyis to appraisesomething which is similarto it;however, that Being
(Self of Allah) has no example like itand is invisible:
...there is nothing whatever like unto Him...(42:11)

Therefore, how canthe form of Allah be envisioned by the human mind?

Habituated to perceiving thingsvia his senses, man always desires that even the most
abstract realiticsshould display before him inthephysical form,or at least thatthis
metaphysical reality should beinterpreted insuch a way that it can forma tangible
concept in his mind. This was that fundamental error as a result of which man
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adoptedthe worship of idols. Since Islam 1s a Deen of intellect and reasoning, it
therefore closed all those doors through which the paths of this kind of superstition
could enter the human mind. It has not mentioned any such example about the Divine
Self which may, as a consequence, cause thehuman mindto drift towardssome
concrete and visible form of Allah. The Quran wishes to preservereality as reality; it
does not wish toconvertthe Divine Self intoa sculpture in order to fulfil a demand of
the human mind.

3.3 DivineAttributes

As has already been written, the reality and form of the Divine Self are beyond the
boundaries of perception. However, no-one (barring a few atheists) denies the
existence of God. This denial by atheists is also not really a denialbut merely a
twisting of words. According to believers the power which is maintainingdirection
and order in the universe is God, and according to non-believersit is nature. Their
mindscan neither encompass the form of the Divine Self nor can they express the
reality of nature. The human mind can determine the process of cause and effect up to
the extent of the physical world but cannot reach the truth of the first cause.

The things by which the concept of Allah is imprinted on the mind are His attributes
i.e. what powers Allah is Master of, what are the various ways in which His laws
operatein the system of the universe etc., etc. Through the correct concept of the
Divine attributes, the correct Eimaan about the real Allahtakes birth in the human
heart,whereas through the incorrectinterpretationof these attributes, man becomesa
follower of falsehood. The Quran has explained the Divine attributes in such detail
and with such precision that man is enabled to establish the correct concept of Allah
according to these. No religion among all the religions of the world is such that
itcanstatewith surety and certainty that its heavenly book is free from any tampering
and additions and pure from contamination by the human mind. Leaving asidethe
claiming of this with certainty and surety, they admit and agree that they do not even
possess the book of the founder of their religion in its original form.

3.4 GodAsInvented by the Human Mind

Soitis obvious now that the kind of concept which the human mind will manufacture
about god according to these books which have been tampered with, willonly be
aprototype of those human ideas themselves i.e. the attributes of god will merely be
an extended form of human attributes themselves. For example, man has two hands
and god will be given four hands. Man can pick up a stone, so god will be able to lift a

@ Details of these matters will be available in my book titled, Mazahab-e-Aalin: ki
Asmaani Kitabein.
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a mountain. Man has a height of around five or six feet, so god will have a height of
fifty or sixty feet. The gods and goddesses of India and the statues of Greek idols are
manifestations of this very belief. Outwith man himself and the signs of nature, the
human mind is not capable of constructing anyother concept of god, and the greatest
inherentproof of this fact is that otherDivine books have been adulterated by the
human mind.

34.1 ConceptofGodin Vedas®

For example,according to the heavenly book claimed by Hindus, Vedas, Rig Vedas
10,Hymn 90, Mantra 12-13 and Rig Vedas 31, Mantra 11-12 has the following:

The Brahman was born from his mouth, and from both his arms the Kashtri caste of
people were born. The ones who are the Vaish were born from his thighs, and from
both feet of Parmeshwar the poor Shudar wereborn. The moon was born from his
mouth and from his eyes the sun was born; the goddesses Inder and Agni were born
from his mouth, and from his breath the air was born!

Or, for example,in Rig Veda 31, Mantra 13 contains the following:

The middle class was given birth from the navel of Parmeshwar (god), and the upper
class was given birth from his head. The two ears of Parmeshwar bore the Earth, and
the planets and astral bodies were born from his ears.

In Atharvaveda, Kanda 11, Hymn 2, Mantra 5-6, God'sform is described as follows:

O Lord of our life! The supreme Soul! Greetings to your face. Greetings to your eyes
also, your skin, your limbs, and greetings to you and your belly, greetings to your
tongue. Greetings to your face, and to your teeth, and greetings to the smell of your
teeth.

3.4.2 Worship of Snakes
In Yajurveda, Hymn 13, Mantra 6-8:

Prostration to the earth-dwelling snakes, and our prostration to those snakes that are
in the wind or heavens. And our prostration to those snakes who either come with
arrows or are in the crops, or those snakes that are in their holes. And let our
prostrations be accepted by those snakes thatlive in the rays of the sun or live in
waters.

o The quotes as detailed from this are translated from the Urdu version by the
author. (Ed)
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3.4.3 Prostration to a Razor
In Yajurveda, Hymn 3, Mantra 63:

O razor! You are the doer of all things and are made of good iron. Prostration to you that you

do not harm this child.
3.4.4 Prostrationto Fever
InAtharvaveda, Kanda 1, Hymn 25, Mantra 4:

May prostration to the winter fever be accepted and I also prostrate to the summer fever known

as Roru. May my prostration to the fever thar occurs daily, every second and third da}'be
accepted!

It is obviousthat the concepts of things considered worthy of worshipas mentioned
above are the creation of the limited thinking of man. Kant has written that whatever
type of god a nation adopts for its worship, that god is a reflection of the culture and
civilisation of that nation, because it is a requirement of the holiness and status of this
god that man should present it in the best attire. Therefore, the god proposed by any
nation i.e. that god which is aproduct of the human mind, will make evident the
endpointof the state of intellectual evolution of that nation.

3.4.5 The Belief of Avatar

The belief of avatar is also a reflection of this same inclination of man. Whenever man
observed any trait in a human being which was less commonlyfound among the general
masses, that human beingwas immediately considered as being superhuman and
conceptualised as a god in the shape of man. By adopting this very belief of avatar,
Christianity moulded it into the doctrine of the divinity of Christ. In his book 'Researches
in Oriental History', Dr. Brown® has proven with prodigious research and effort that the
divinity of Christ is simplyan echo of this belief of avatar. Apartfromthis, many
Christian researchers have reached the conclusion that most of the current teaching of
Christianity is taken from the ancient teaching of Buddhism. This is why the famous
historian Max Muller writes in his book'Science of Religion':

The language of Buddha and his pupils and the language of Christ and his companions are
found to have strange similarities. It appears to be as if many tales and metaphors of Buddhism
are drawn from the time of the Bible, although it is obvious that these existed in the world well
before the start of the Christian calendar {AD}Q

@ ‘Thisisavery powerful statement of fact which can be verified through evidence by examining the
state of the human world up till now. (Ed)

®  Avatar -a manifestation of a deity or released soul in bodily form on earth; an incarnate divine
teacher. (Oxford Dictionary)

® DrGeorge W. Brown, Researches in Oriental History

©® Thisis translated from Urdu as quoted in the book by the author. (Ed)
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Ernst von Bunsen writes in his book "Angel-Messiah of Buddbists, Essenes and Christians':

It is a strange fact that whatever is seen about the life and teaching of Buddha in the oldest
records which are available regarding Buddhism, is noted to be glaringly similar to those
narrations about Christ which are found in the Bible. It is not possible that this should be
calledpure coincidence, and this surprising thingincreases further when it is seen that these

narrations are found only in Pauline Epistles and the Fourth Book. There is no mention of
these in the books before these @

Our purpose in mentioning this is that when man devises a god using his own mind,
then god becomesmerelya man. From the attributes which the Quran has detailed about
Allah, the Supreme and Omnipotent, it becomes clear how great the difference is
between human thoughts and this teaching of the Quran,the source of which is beyond
the reach of the human mind.

35 Heis One

A detailed description of each of the Divine attributes in turn will be covered in
subsequent chapters. But there are four attributes among them which are such that they
are mentioned by the Quran in a short Surah in such a way as if these are the
fundamental attributes of Allah. This Surah is as follows:
Say: He is Allah, the One and Only; Allah the Eternal, Absolute (As-Samad); He begets
not, nor is He begotten; and there is none like unto Him. (112:1-4)

Before moving on to other attributes, we wish to discuss these four attr1bute% under this
topic. The fundamental attribute of the Divine Self is Ahdeat(Oneness). Though Abad
andWabedgenerally mean one i.e. one with whom there is no other, in .4hdeat the aspect
of uniqueness is predominant. The fundamental character of a self (personality) is that
it is unique in itself. No self can share in another self. This is called its individuality.
Therefore, the Self of Allah is_4/ad (alone) and none shares init. It is unique and no-one
else can be included init.

3.51 Batii @ of the Belief of Magians

By virtue of the self being .4/had (one), firstly this belief of the Magians that_4hrman and
Yazdan are two permanent entities as godsis falsified:

Allah has said: "Take not {for obedience) two [laahs: for He is just One Ilaah: Then fear Me
(and Me alone)". (16:51)
To Be Continued

@ This is also translated from Urdu as quoted by the author in the book. (Ed)
@ Bati/—falsehood. Itis the opposite of Haggwhich means truth. (Ed)
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