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Is Sexual Relationship
a Private Matter?

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Mansoor Alam)

This is like an infection that spreads uncontrolled But the Momineen always protect
themselves from this evil virus: ah!siad L 135 ghal 38l 5 5Y) 8 & aas e Al
O3423(42:37) — Such people abstain from heinous crimes which weaken the human
'self’ as well as from acts which tend to incite universal abomination and selfishness.
Fromthe above itis clear:

1. Sexual desire's flame is lit by thoughts.

2. The Quran calls all the malevolent factors that inflame sexual desire as

haram. It calls them by the comprehensive terminology (i) 3 (or indecency).
Our society and ial 3 (or indecency)
It is obvious that in our society(a! 3 (or indecency) has spread like a pervasive
malevolent virus. The question is: who is responsible for this? Usually the older
generation blames the younger one and remains under self-deception by
absolvingitself from any accountability for the spread of this malicious pandemic.
This is the way people start blaming others for the spread of any pandemic but don't
realize that when it started it could have been controlled by taking proper steps if
people at that the helm seriously took steps to stop the spread of any virus. Since they
didn't, the spread of the virus became a potent and pervasive pandemic. The Question
is: who were originally responsible and when it happened? This topic is so vast that it
will require several volumes to describe it. It will suffice at this time to mention that
the literature and poetry that started to be written after the fall of Mughal empire was
mostly i 320r indecency-based, and that too of a very immoraland base type. The
period of downfall of any nation is very conducive and fertile ground for the spread
of indecent, grotesque, and erotic literature. When a nation becomes deprived of real
pleasures and ecstasy of positive and creative flow of energy for artistic and literary
development during its period of downfall, then it resorts to instant tranquilized and
cannibalistic pleasures ofamorous poetry and literature.
Our poetry
I cannot go into the details of this type of base and erotic poetry that was done during
just after the fall of Mughal empire. Here 1s an illustrative example from Dagh
Dehlavi:
First [ met her, then it arose within
And it stays swingingin cloth within
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Our traditional ode and amatory poemsare the most seductive form of so-called
literary expression. What are the three characters i.e., the trinity of this kind of
poetry? — the lover (the poet), the beloved, and the antagonist, the envious. It is
obvious that the beloved cannot be the wife. Therefore, she will be someone's wife or
sister or daughter. The beloved is presented as two types — one,free liberal showy
type and the other, conservative orthodox type. The lover goes out to romance in the
night to the market with his liberal beloved, both enjoy drinking and roaming around
freely. But after a while when the lover loses the drive then he tells his beloved (in the
words of Ghalib):

If you want to continue then you find someone else

But from time to time keep in touch with me as well

But the otherlover finds it difficult to attract his conservative beloved. But continues
his romantic story with her. This 1s the kind of romance that one poet expressed and
pleaded with God not to open file of deeds on the day of judgment:

Because in this file there are names of some veiled beloveds

Leave aside liberal romantic poets, even the conservative and religious and pious
poet Hasrat Mohani presents a dramatic way of his beloved story. Here is a portion of
this long poem:
I remember my tears flowing in solitude, I still remember the period I had
romance with you
With countless impatience and fondness; I remember the first time my heart fell in
love with you
Looking with romantic glance again and again, lifting your veil from your eyes [

remember you
I became bold after meeting you and then, putting your finger within your teeth I
remember you
Sometimes I lifted my window curtain, and you covering your face with scarf [
remember you
I dreamed I am kissing your feet in sleep,; and you kicked my head with smile I
remember you
Hiding and against the wishes of others; coming to my house in the dark night |
remember you
In the middle of the hot sunny day to call me, your coming to the roof bare feet I
remember you
In order to put henna in hands and feet; my teasing your bare feet and hands 1
remember you

In spite of Hasrat being pious andreligious, those days of amorous desire, he
remembers you
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If this is the condition of such a religious and pious person then what to say of so-
called progressive liberal poets? In this love-romanticpoetry, the meeting between
the lover and the beloved always happens in the night — referred to as the “nightof
meeting.”Here are some examples of this poetry:
God knows the beloved, when will the beloved come;
Should I spread buds or full blown flowers on the bed?

Even a high level poet as Ghalib describes the “spring season has the bed in its lap”
and when things move further he says:

My beloved did not appreciate dirty bed,

1t was foolish of Ghalib to hurry one day!

Even such areligious person as Riyaz Khairabadi who used to pray Tahajjud says:
On meeting night, the beloved reacted angrily
When I started opening her waist band
What are you doing? What are you doing?
Don't ask what I was going to do thievishly

Riyaz Khairabadi only talks about opening the waist band. But Nazir Akbarabadi
does not hide anything. But etiquette prevents me from going into this. I feel sorry
that T have to present these things. But what to do? It is not possible to present the true
picture of how our society has been corrupted by malevolent literature.
When the beloved pretends in the morning to be innocent after spending the night
with the lover, then she is made to shut up with this type of statement:

Your scattered locks and facial color

The morning tells your night's story

Not only this. It goes on further:
Who pulled you so hard in his lap
That your picture doesn't look like you

It does not matter if she feels ashamed. Please note that I will pretend that I don't
know:

1 didn't understand wherefrom you came;

Just wipe the perspiration from your face

If she is veiled one and comes out of the house, then a sound comes out from behind
her:
With any cloth you want to cover yourself
I know the tint of your form and appearance
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We abhor that the British have officially approve homosexuality. But this custom is
very old and it is mentioned with pride by our religious priesthood. The source of
Urdu poetry is Persian poetry. And the entire structure of Persian poetry stands on
homosexuality. There the beloveds are always young lads who serve the lovers. And
this virus migrated into our poetry. Mir Taqi Mir says that he got the medicine from
the boy who had made him sick. Ghalib does not even care about age in this matter.
He says:

Even with fresh hair line, your forelock didn't recede
This emerald could not prevent the blow of the snake

skksk

I have described here briefly our cannibalistic amorous poetry and literature spread
of hundreds of years — and that too only in the form of hints and suggestiveness. |
avoided going into details of other media (fiction, drama, etc.) to avoid
sweepingobscenities. Anyway, this is our literary inheritance!

Igbal changed our style of poetry and serious people interested in decency felt
encouraged that at least a crack has been created in the indecent realm. But
unfortunately the new media (cinema, radio, and television) corrupted the
environment so much that this filthy river turned into a giant flood.

The Quran has called such amalevolent period in which evil sparks will fly and touch
everything: | ek 8 5% I8 \% 53(76:7) — And the entire society would become polluted
and that the evil would spread far and wide. This will be a spark that will jump and
enflame everywhere it touches. It seems this was being told about our period.
Imagine if new generations are being raised in this environment then how can they
remain protected from this amatory virus. Our orthodox religious group always
blames the young generation for this evil environment. They say that the Western
education has spoiled them. There is no doubt that our educational system's
curriculum plays a part in this.

Our religious madrasahs

But what about our religious madrasahs? You will be surprised to find how much of
the curriculum of our madrasahs is full of amatory material. Pick up any book of
Figh. The naked obscenity you will find between man and woman will be
unbearable. [ have hesitatingly presented some examples of our amorous poetry. But
I cannot dare to present even symbolically what vulgar issues have been discussed in
the books of Figh. You canread yourself these books. At least please read the chapters
on Ghusl and Fast in the book Hidayah or Dur-e Mukhtar. You can imagine what
effect it will have on the minds of youthfrom the blatant pornographic material that is
taught to them related to these issues. Moving from Figh let us come to hadith and
tafsir of the Quran. What kind of teaching is done in our religious madrasahs could be
illustrated by an example: o L

Here 1s a verse of Surah Baqarah: i 8 & a ) faadléa §§Ué(2:233). The
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common translation of this verse is done as: Your wives are as a tilth unto you; so
approach your tilth when or how youwant.In Kitabut-Tafsir of Bukhari itis described
“that this verse was revealed because some men used to have anal intercourse with
their wives.” From this the debate started whether or not having anal intercourse with
wife is allowed. Allama Badruddin 'Aini and Hafiz Ibne Hajar 'Asqalani have written
the exposition of Bukhari. They havepresented detailed discussion about this tafsir of
Bukhari. They mentioned many sayings of different Imams. For example, Allama
'Aini has written about Imam Malik:
Muhammad bin Saad has quoted Abu Sulaiman Jauzani who said: I went to Imam
Malik bin Anas and asked him about anal intercourse. Then he put his hand on his
head and said that [ am coming just now from bath after having anal intercourse. Ibne
Qasim has similarly quoted Imam Malik who said I did not find any man who had any
doubts about anal intercourse with women and that it is halal in matter of Deen.
This is an example of what is taught through hadith and tafsir in religious
madrasahs.You can very well imagine what kinds of thoughts will be going through
the minds of the youth when discussions will be happening on this issue in the
classroom environment. For example, what the students will be feeling when such as
below narration, that is in Bukhari, is presented to them:
Narrated Abu Huraira:
The Prophet Solomon son of the Prophet David said, "Tonight I will go round (i.e.
have sexual relations with) one hundred women (my wives) every one of whom will
deliver a male child who will fight in Allah's Cause." On that an Angel said to him,
"Say: 'If Allah will." " But Solomon did not say it and forgot to say it. Then he had
sexual relations with them but none of them delivered any child except one who
delivered a half person. The Prophet (%) said, "If Solomon had said: 'If Allah will,'
Allah would have fulfilled his (above) desire and that saying would have made him
more hopeful."[Bukhari: Kitabul Jihad]

&k

Mr. Maududi's teachings

These were some examples that are taught in our orthodox religious schools. But
majority of college students are under the influence of Jamaat-e Islami. Please note
what the students are taught pertaining to prisoners of war. Mr. Maududi writes in his
Tatheemul Quran:

The government has the right to release the women prisoners of war; or it can release
them for ransom; or it can exchange for Muslim prisoners; or it can make them
concubines and distribute them to Muslim soldiers who could use them in any way
they like. [Tatheemul Quran, Edition 1, page 340]

He has further explained this in his another book thus: 1) one can have sex with the
concubines without Nikah; 2) there is no limit how many concubines one can have;
and 3) their owners can transfer the concubines to whomever they want and the can
also sell them. [ Tatheemaat, Vol.2, pp. 290-324] To Be Continued
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