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We thus reach the idea of God as an individual necessarily existing, eternal, simple and all
perfect supreme being, which is not the aggregate of finite realities but their unconditioned
condition and ultimate cause.
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Surah Al-Najm (a>)) —
Durus-al-Qur'an: Chapter 2

By G. A. Parwez (Episode No.2)
(Translated by: Mansoor Alam)

Second partof Mi'raj— meeting with Allah

Now, take the second phase of the journey. The Prophet (PBUH) went to meet
Allah who was sitting on His throne above the seventh heaven. What kind of
picture you get my friends from this — Allah, the Almighty, the Creator of
heavens and earth, was sitting on a fixed throne to meet the Prophet (PBUH) at
a certain time! This brings forth the concept of “space and time.” But we know
that space and time are related to only material things. This is taught to
children in school. The Quran has mentioned again and again that Allah is
beyond space and time. It is says: &= eees LK 3h 3700 5 hallall 515 05N 5
(57:3) — He is above and beyond time and space. He was the first; and He
would be the last. For Him there is no beginning and there is no end. He
overpowers everything but His power is invisible and works unperceptively.
Law is always invisible and non-physical. However, its results can be
perceived; and it may be said that His attributes of creation and Sustenance are
the visible manifestations of His Being. His being is invisible to the human
eyes. In this way one can say that He is Transcendent and Imminent. He has the
knowledge of everything.

Every material thing comes into existence at some point in time and ends at
some point in time. If it is present at some place it cannot be present at another
place at the same time. Wherever it is, it occupies space. Think about it my
friends: that Allah being physically situated in space and time and the Prophet
(PBUH) has to physically go there to meet Him? When these facts are brought
out in front of those who perpetuate the Mi'raj story, their kneejerk response is
that Allah has all the power to do anything. But this is not the question of
power. It is the question of what kind of concept emerges of Allah from this
story. This is completely against the concept of Allah as presented by the
Quran. The Quran says: &u # A8 e gabe S35 (2:186) — O Messenger!
When My devotees ask you about Me, tell them that I am close to them at all
times. So much close that: 23! B uA‘\-ﬂ\ & _)5‘ $A33(50:16) — We are closer to
him than his jugular vein. And: &8\ &l &4 345 (57:4) — He is with you
wherever you may be. Consequently, Allah was with the Prophet (PBUH) all



2020 Ji2 64 (02

the time. So, Allah being situated in a particular place is completely a wrong
concept of Allah. AsIgbalsays:
O Preacher! You have made God sit on a physical throne!
What kind of God is He who is alienated from His devotees?

He is so far away from his servants, that He used special means to carry the
Prophet (PBUH) to meet Him. But other human beings cannot! Therefore,
how can the life of the Prophet (BUH) serve as a role model for humans if that
is the case?

Leave aside others, even such a great Prophet as Musa (PBUH) who wanted to
see God was told: J\-m-a‘ﬁ\ 48 ;% Y (6:103) — No human vision can encompass
Him. Human vision can see only material things. But God is beyond material
attributes.

Crooked arguments to justify going to heavens to meet Allah

My dear friends, all kinds of crooked arguments are presented to justify the
story of Mi'raj beyond the familiar rhetoric that “Allah has power to do
anything.” When airplanes started flying then the proponents of status quo
started saying: look if ordinary human beings can fly into the sky, then God,
the possessor of infinite might, can't He make the Prophet (PBUH) reach the
heaven using ladder. When astronauts travelled to the moon then these
traditionalists started saying that if these astronauts can go to the moon then
how come our Prophet (PBUH), with God's permission, cannot travel to the
highest heaven. Allah has all the power to do anything. Well, my friends, it is
not the question of power but a question of what concept of God emerges from
such stories. The concept that the Quran has given of God, such a concept
cannot be found anywhere else.

My dear friends, Quran's concept of God is beyond any material attributes; it is
beyond human thought and imagination. If you look at all the religions of the
world there is something material involved in God's concept — either in the
form of idols; or in the form of avatars; or as son of God; or God carrying a
sword, surrounded by angels, descending from lightning clouds to earth, etc.
Everywhere else you will find God in of some form of physical form. The
Quran's concept of God is the only concept that is beyond any physical form; it
is beyond human vision and thought. According to the Quran, He is
everywhere wherever you may be; He is closer to you than your jugular vein;
He is beyond human comprehenswn There exists no physical attrlbute
whatsoever associated with Him; He cannot be confined into space and time.
The cooked argument that Allah can do anything because He has all the power
is nothing more than whitewash and an escape mechanism from facing the
realities of the Quran.
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My dear friends, I felt it necessary to provide you the necessary backdrop
before starting Surah Al-Najm, because this Surah along with the first verse of
Surah 17 is presented in regards to the traditional view of what is labeled “Isra-
wal-Mi'raj” — that the Prophet (PBUH) went from the Masjid in Makkah to the
Masjid Agsa in Jerusalem on Buraq; and from there to meet Allah to the
seventh heaven who was sitting on His throne there. The Prophet (PBUH)
received =5 (Wa'hi -Revelation) from Allah for 23 years; He was sending
instructions and commands to the Prophet (PBUH) to establish His Deen.
There is nothing in Surah Al-Najm about Prophet (PBUH) going anywhere, let
alone going to Masjid Agsa or visiting the heavens to meet Allah. When the
Prophet (PBUH) was in constant touch with Allah then why would Allah ask
him to come to the heavens to receive the gift of 50 prayers and to receive the
last two verses of Surah Bagarah? The entire Quran was revealed to the
Prophet (PBUH) by Allah. Why would Allah specially ask him to come to the
heaven to receive the last two verses of Surah Baqarah?
Meaning of .+ (Nabi)
As I mentioned we have wrong concept of = (Nabi) — that is borrowed from
Judaism. To Jewish people a = (Nabi) was one who made prophesies. The
head priest in their temple used to occupy high status because he predicted
future and foretold people's kismet. According to Arabic root meaning of
(Nabi) is one who stands on a high pedestal; one who is in touch with this
world of human beings, and in touch with Allah as the recipient of his
revelation. The first two verses of Surah Al-Najm shed a great light on this
high position of the - (Nabi) in extraordinary unique style encompassing
both this world as well as the other world: (s 3¢ L3 aSalia Jiala @) (538 13 a5 15
(53:1-2).
My dear friends, Surah AI-Najm presents the high status of -+ (Nabi). We will
take up these verses in the nextlecture.
Al ) G
O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of
what we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)

Matrimonial

Female, Age: 30, Height: 5.2, Caste: Jutt, Residence : Lahore - Pakistan,
School: Crescent Model, Education: MBA, Profession: Banker (Management
Information Systems and Operations department). Marital status : Single-never
married. Ethnicity: Pakistani

Family: Father :(retired-used to work for Iteffaq Textiles as Import & Export
Manager), Mother : Housewife, Two elder brothers-both married.

Language: Urdu, English, Punjabi.

Contact Person: Father: 03214593353, Brother: 03004170096
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