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Manzil ba Manzil ( منزل(   بہ منزل
Chapter 6: Tears of passion (Shola-e-Namnaak  ) – نمناک شعلہ

To my fellow travelers 
 (Tulu-e-Islam Convention, April, 1962)

Episode No: 1

Waiting for a caravan to come through the lonely desert;
Well, after a long time, I hear the song of a camel rider!

My dear fellow adventurers: Salam-o-Rahmat
Parting for one year is a very long time and patience-enduring. But to reduce 
my frustration from star-gazing and heart-wrenching I keep you, my dear 
friends, in my imagination when I am busy in writing – which is, in fact, all the 
time. Therefore, you are never away from me.

You are always with me!
When no one is with me!

This way I turn the instants of separation into moments of union. And I 
smilingly tell any enquirer:

Separation spent in memory of my beloved's beauty;
Awaiting morn, the long night passed quite joyfully!

But this joy is really a beautiful make-belief. The pain of this separation only 
disappears when you, my dear friends, quench the thirst of my vision and heart 
when you actually arrive here carrying all your sincerity and love. And thus 
after waiting for a year the season of spring takes over the entire environment; 
and my dreariness suddenly starts calling:

In the house of sorrow there was no trace of any happiness!
Once you arrived, it started shining with heavenly happiness! 

May Allah intensify the speed of your inner driving force because this is the 
heavenly journey of the passionate caravan heading towards Quranic 
destination! 

Don't ask how focused this shining caravan is in its Quranic journey?
Its wherewithal is but the strength of its character, and a firm belief!

How dignified its life is, and how lovely is the sound of its divine bell?
As a wave in the ocean it moves gracefully with its own power sans wind!

Success of our movement
My dear friends, I surrender before Allah at every step for the success that this
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 movement is having by His Grace although its resources are next to nothing. 
Just think about it my friends! In terms of numbers it has only a small band of 
dedicated souls. Its resources are extremely meagre. There is no outside 
endorsement from any quarter. There is no help or support of any kind from 
anywhere. These unfavorable conditions? – But such a level of success that 
there is no corner of the country that has not been introduced to the voice of 
Tulu-e-Islam! There is much talk surrounding the Quranic message among the 
intelligentsia of the country. The educated youth is getting introduced to this 
message. This message has reached the intellectuals in the West as well. And 
research scholars from the West come to see me to gain more information 
about our movement. Recently a German explorer visited me; and he has 
devoted one chapter about Tulu-e-Islam movement in his book about India 
and Pakistan. What could be the reason for this miraculous success other than 
the fact that there is intrinsic power in the voice of truth which compensates for 
the lack of resources to a large extent? The cosmic forces of Nature are ready to 
lend their support to the group that rises up to propagate the voice of truth. And 
the world sees with its own eyes this scene that:

Sun's ray is itself intensely driven by its surreal desire;
Else the reality of dew's flight is all very well-known!

I am getting convinced and my hope is turning into reality that:
My constant wailing will melt hearts in favor of this message;
Every sincere soul of this Ummah is eager for this message!

The benefit of opposition
Sometimes the Nature's program is strange in favor of the voice of truth. It 
compensates the lack of means of the followers of truth by the powerful means 
of the proponents of falsehood. This is exactly what has happened in regards to 
propagating our message of the Quran. How could we have propagated this 
message so far and wide in such a short time with such meagre resources at our 
disposal if it wasn't for our enemies' powerful opposition? It was beyond our 
wildest imagination to believe how the propaganda of our enemies could 
propel our mission so fast? 

Who could believe the working of the storm of falsehood?
That it will propel my boat to the bank of the shore so soon!

It is mentioned in the story of Ibrahim (PBUH) that all animals tried to 
extinguish the fire that Nimrod lighted for him except the Chameleon, who 
tried to enflame it as much as he could by blowing air on the fire on top of its 
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lungs. But the result was that the fire turned into Abrahamic safe heaven. May 
Allah make its lungs even stronger!

Thanks to the truth's enemies and their hoopla;
Truth's sway and its power reached high level! 

Reason for opposition
My dear friends, have you ever thought about why there is so much opposition 
against Tulu-e-Islam? All religious sects are constantly involved in sectarian 
fights among themselves because every sect wants to keep its monopoly. Tulu-
e-Islam is not any religious sect. Its entire teaching is against sectarianism. It 
calls for the unity of Ummah and the brotherhood of Muslims – in fact it is the 
herald for the brotherhood of universal of humanity.  Those who agree with its 
message do not enter into any new sect nor do they form any kind of a separate 
religious group compared to other Muslims. They practice the religious rituals 
like prayer, fast etc. the way they were doing before. (I myself belong to 
Hanafi family and pray according to Hanafi way.) They do not believe in the 
coming of any new prophet after the last Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), 
whether it is called sainthood, prophet-hood, or any other-hood. Tulu-e-Islam 
believes that after the last Prophet (PBUH), Islam cannot be attached with any 
person except only with the Islamic system. It believes the authority in Islam 
cannot be any person's saying or action. It is clear that if this is the ideology of 
Tulu-e-Islam then there is no question of it forming a sect. Therefore, the 
opposition to it cannot be done on the basis of religious sectarianism. 
Moving on from religious sects to political parties, we find that these parties 
also fight with each for their own self-interests. Tulu-e-Islam does not have 
any connection with any political party either. It believes that just as 
sectarianism is destructive to  (Deen), creating political parties is also دین
destructive to  (Deen) and Ummah. The Muslim Ummah is itself a party دین
compared to non-Muslims, so there is no question of having any parties – 
whether political, social, or religious –within it. Therefore, the opposition to 
Tulu-e-Islam is not based on political rivalry.
From this it is clear that their opposition to Tulu-e-Islam is not due to fear that 
one day it will become a powerful sect or party. Their opposition is in fact the 
opposition to the voice of the Quran that it raises. In the words of the Quran:تج 

 (6:33) – We are well aware that ؁ٳ ـِّڀ ؀لمشخ ڸكمعي ئۈڃ نم طحۗھ جىسخ ؀ين ضى ؀سم ۣخيعي ّٰ

what they say grieves you. But you should know that it is not you whom they 
charge with falsehood; it is Allah's laws which they treat as false.  
Think about it my friends that hundreds of thousands of books and literature is 
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 published in the country that are not only against the foundation of  (Deen) دین
and Islam but these publications corrupt and destroy the moral and ethical 
fabric of the society and its citizens. These people who are so much against 
Tulu-e-Islam never bother to create a united front against such corrupt 
literature and demand its confiscation or censure. 
Also, there are many people in the country who not only deny Allah, His 
revelation, His Prophet (PBUH), and Hereafter but (May Allah protect) make 
fun of them. There are people who feel proud to call themselves atheists. These 
custodians of religion never pronounce fatwas against them; nor declare that 
their wives divorced; nor object to offering their funeral prayers; nor object to 
burying them in Muslim cemeteries. But these custodians of religion become 
furious against those who truly want to carry out their Iman in Allah, His 
Prophets, His Books, His Malaaika, and the Hereafter precisely the way the 
Quran tells; those who try to spread the light of Allah in the world; and those 
whose goal is that same Islamic system become truly get established among 
Muslims that the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions established fifteen 
hundred years ago in Hijaz; and in whose implementation the humankind's 
evolution and future destiny lies. These so-called custodians of religion form a 
united front and work day and night to foment storm of opposition against 

:
these true servants of Allah. And they pronounce fatwas against them that

These people are unbelievers and outside the orbit of Islam. No Muslim 
women can be married to them. The sacred bond of marriage is null and 
void of a Muslim woman who is married to them. No funeral prayer will 
be held for them. They cannot be buried in a Muslim cemetery. 
[Published fatwa by one thousand “Islamic scholars” against me]

The revolutionary voice of the Quran
These high custodians of religion went so far as to pronounce fatwa that these 
people should be killed. What is their crime? Well, their crime is:ۖشهڀؤ ؁سي ؀لم 

 (46:13) – They say Our Sustainer and Master is only Allah; ئىكم؀   جىٟ تي ئعيۇ

(2:136) – That we surrender unto His laws and orders. That we don't surrender 
to anyone else's laws and orders. 
Just as I said a moment ago, their opposition is not to us but to the voice of the 
Quran that we try to advance. And the reason is obvious: the Quran does not let 
any human being or a group of human beings rule over or pass order to other 
human beings. It does not allow anyone to live a comfortable life on the backs 
and hard work of others. The Quran removes all intermediaries and powers – 
whether temporal or religious – between human being and Allah.

What is the Quran? It is a message of death for all rulers;
It is a protector of the weak and helpless and sufferers!
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In other words, it is the message of death of all types of slavery. Therefore, how 
could proponents and forces of status quo – that control human beings' life 
here on Earth as well as their future life – tolerate such a revolutionary voice of 
the Quran that does not even recognize their existence, let alone allow them to 
have rampart over people? Therefore, their opposition to the voice of the 
Quran is quite understandable. 
Under the grip of Mullah's sour face we don't look at our own mind's way;
If I am Muslim then I must face towards the Kaaba as this is the right way!

Their opposition reached such a level that if someone even subconsciously 
mentions that for certain matter we have to seek solution from the Quran then 
these custodians of religion become so infuriated that they charge him that he 
has become “Parwezi.” And the person feels completely stunned at this 
because he does not know what they are talking about. He starts thinking as to 
what he has done wrong that these people are so angry about? That is, they 
cannot even tolerate to hear the name of the Quran to solve our problems. How 
deep a psychological condition is this that the Quran has mentioned of these 
people when it says:  (17:41) – Just reflect in جىبخ ج۫ طح ک؀ ؀بم؄طي مخكلخي؀ث جىيج ۉڌگ ؁يم ثمث؀ڃ

how many different ways We have explained in this Quran what is good for 
them. Yet their aversion to it is ever-increasing. May Allah have mercy on our 
condition! 
Their mental level
My dear friends, among these people there is a section that knowingly opposes 
the teachings of the Quran because it harms their selfish interests. The other 
section is of those people whose mental level is such that they cannot 
comprehend the Quranic reality. So, to them only that Muslim is right who 
thinks like them; who says what they want to hear. Anyone whose mental level 
is higher and who independently ponders in the Quran – to them he is 
unbeliever. This is what they have turned the Quran into – to recite Surah Yasin 
so that death can be hastened!  Allama Iqbal said about them in Javid Nameh:
Mullah's heart is unaware of Allah's revelation; His Book is fiction to him 
He is devoid of Prophet's wisdom; His sky is totally dark without any stars 
He is narrow-minded, short-sighted; licentious; only involved in vain talks

The school of Mullah and the meaning of the Book?
Totally devoid of any wisdom and light of the Book!

Touchstone for Islam according to these people
These people charge Iqbal: what did he know about Islam, he didn't have 
beard? I didn't say this as a joke or hearsay, my friends. This is the first 
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objective test of Islam to these people! I had written to Mufti Muhammad 
Shafi in reply to his letter:

I just want say to that the literature on whose basis I am declared  فر کا
(Kafir or unbeliever) has attracted thousands of educated youth to Islam, 
who otherwise, would have been overtaken by materialism of the West 
or gone into the lap of communism. 

At this, a newspaper that is representative of his group wrote:
Can Mr. Parwez tell who are these youth and where do they live? Can he 
point out even one among these thousands of youth, who was beardless 
and materialist before and after reading his literature became believer in 
God and grew a beard? [Asia, 26 March, 1962]

My dear friends, if this is the situation with these custodians of religion then 
how can Iqbal's saying will have any weight in their sight? Let me present 
couple of examples of learned scholars from among them, and you can see for 
yourself what they think of these people? Mufti 'Abduh was an internationally 
recognized Islamic scholar from Egypt. He writes about Al-Azhar, the most 
famous Islamic university in the Muslim world:

Whoever spends more time in acquiring knowledge in Al-Azhar or 
similar universities, his ability to acquire knowledge disappears. [Tafsir 
Al-Manaar, Vol. 1, page 181].  

His student Syed Rashid Rida writes about him:
His view was that there is no hope of any reform for scholars and sheikhs 
of Al-Azhar and of similar universities.

My dear friends, if this is the state of the best Islamic university in the world 
then you can very well imagine the condition of our own Darul 'Uloom ( العلوم   

). Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was called the Imam-al-Hind and has painted دار
the picture of the knowledge taught by our Islamic scholars thus:
After a long time of pondering this reality opened up to me that there are only 
two reasons for the Ummah's wretched condition which can be termed 
“Greek-ism” and “Iranianism.” The root of Ummah's evil started from these 
sources. If a wise person with deep knowledge were to analyze the material 
that is taught in our religious schools then he will be shocked to find how much 
these two sources have corrupted our Madrasah's curriculum. Even the 
Islamic metaphysics and the Sharia have been affected by them, what to say of 
history and narrations. 
Moving from the past personalities, the current ones are not far behind them. 
Syed Abul Ala Maududi writes about our Ulema:
The schools of study and training from which these Ulema come from and the 
environment in which they live – there is no place in them for essential 
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foundation of  (Deen) and reformation of the Ummah. All their interests دین
reduce to debating trivial matters. These people never try to understand the 
temperament of the current generation or the demands of time. Although these 
Ulema show their extreme revulsion for things that are alienating the current 
generation from Islam, they don't do anything concrete to alleviate this 
situation. These people do not have any idea how to understand the complex 
problems of modern times, let alone solving them. Few have attempted but 
have failed miserably. This is because these problems cannot be solved 
without Ijtihad, but these Ulema have forbidden Ijtihad on themselves. And 
the methodology that they are adopting for teaching Islam and Islamic laws, 
these, instead of attracting people to the cause of Islam, create disgust among 
them for Islam. After reading their writings or listening to their lectures a voice 
tells the heart that, God forbid, what kind of impression it will leave on non-
Muslims if they were to read their writing or listen to them. [Tafhimat, page 
28].
You may probably know that the program through which these people go 
through to get their religious education and are awarded the degree of “Aalim” 
does not include the Quran in its curriculum. In the final year the tafsir of 
Baidawi of only Surah Baqra is taught as a grace. So, if these people oppose 
the Quran then it is understandable. They are helpless. They are simply 
incapable of understanding the Quran.  

How could disillusioned comprehend what I say?
Their world is different and my world is different!

As Allama Iqbal has said:    
If your mind is wretched and your hands are feeble;

Is it your fault or of palm tree that its fruits are high?

Opposition based on ignorance
Well, whatever is beyond their mental grasp these people think that it is 
forbidden or unbelief? And therefore they consider opposition to it as a big 
Jihad? If somehow their mental level could be raised so that they are able to 
understand the deep concepts and realities of the teachings of the Quran, then 
don't ask how their life will be transformed? 

Who knows what he would say; what he would do; what he would see? 
If God could give the “Pious one” too the same eyes as He has given me!

When one starts to understand the Quran then one doesn't get entangled in 
trivial matters or useless religious debates. His mental vision and his thoughts 
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become cosmic. He focuses on the principles and the foundation of  (Deen) دین
and important issues of life facing humanity. He tries to get closer to anyone 
who has even slightest interest in learning the  (Deen). If these Ulema were دین
fortunate to drink even a cup of knowledge from the ocean of the Quran, then 
their world will change and they will find themselves closer to you. Those who 
have their eyes on the Quran become the dearest friends and members of one 
family. That is why I keep saying to these Ulema:

They are separate but you will start trusting me;
If only you could, with your heart, listen to me!

But the difficulty is that the education they get in the Madrasas doesn't let them 
come near the Quran. And since they are told that everything that is against 
what they have been taught is false, these people oppose the Quran and those 
who present its message.  
Quran's message cannot be suppressed
This is one group that opposes the Quran because of ignorance. This group is 
not that harmful as the one which uses this group as front for its ulterior 
interests. The other group is very cunning and uses deceptive means to 
advance its selfish interests. 
But the voice of the Quran has become so common and reached so broad a 
spectrum of the society that this cannot be stopped anymore by any opposition. 

The “Pious one” no more can stop the flow of the elixir of life;
The whole world is deeply thirsty for the Quranic elixir of life!

The voice of those who become madly in love with the Quran's life-
invigorating message cannot be stopped. Their condition is such that:

The more they are opposed the more intense their passion becomes!

Every moment of their entire life is spent for the goal of spreading the voice of 
the Quran so that its universal values could reveal themselves before the world 
like shining stars; so that the divine order of universal sustenance could 
practically get established in the world; so that the humanity which has lost its 
way in the darkness of hell is able to come out of that darkness; and so that 
Adam who was evicted from heaven could find the shining   لمستقــيم ا

(Sirat-ul-Mustaqeem) highway that leads to heaven. If they are able to صراط
accomplish this goal then they are ready to face whatever punishment their 
opponents inflict on them:

Let the life's elixir come; let the message of the Quran come;
After that whatever happens, whatever difficulty comes, let it come;
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Let the moonlight fall upon me from high heavens above;
Let messenger come carrying the light of the Quran in his hands;

Let every drop of blood in my veins light up like a lamp;
And let the Quran's beloved message come without its veil!       

  
And the Earth will start shining with the light of its sustainer: جى؂ۀفي ؀يججے ٰإ اڍ  

(39:69) – At that time the Earth (the human society) will glow with the 
effulgence of Allah's Law of Sustenance and every matter would be decided 
according to the Divine Code. 
The world may say whatever it wants to say about/against them but their 
passionate wish is that when the Prophet (PBUH) complains to Allah about his 
people then they do not want to be included among them:جىئىمي ؀ليہنح ٽ؎ ؁سي ضحضخم ؀ٜخي؀ ک؀ 

  (25:30) – And the Prophet (PBUH) will say, “O my Sustainer, this is ؀بم؄عي ﵋ث؀ڤ

the very nation of mine which had put the Quran into the shackles of self 
conceived ideas, whereby it could not move even a few steps freely.” Instead 
of being guided by the Quran, they made it subservient to their own beliefs and 
customs. 
Touchstone must be the Quran
My dear brothers! You know that I have kept repeating that I am a student of 
the Quran. Whatever I understand from the Quran, I present it to others. I have 
never claimed that whatever I have understood from the Quran is the final 
word or that there is no room for improvement. My books are proof of this 
claim. I have always invited thinkers and scholars to look at my work with a 
critical eye and inform me about my mistakes for which I will be thankful to 
them. But the authority must be the Quran for right or wrong. Even if a 
common person were to point out my mistake in the light of the Quran then I 
am ready to submit to him. But if someone or some groups – no matter how 
large or how powerful – insist that what I am presenting is against the 
ancestors' way or against established customs and traditions, and therefore , it 
is against Islam and the  (Deen), then I am not ready to accept this criticism. دین
This is because the Almighty Allah to which I submit one hundred percent says 
that:  (7:3) – Follow only that which has been ي؀ يخ ؃ڔمي ؁ئز ضي خۂ جىنم ؽ؀ جي ؙخيڐ ؂خيذٰصرث

revealed to you by your Sustainer and do not follow another ally. This is the 
touchstone for testing right and wrong to me. And: جىصي طح ٳ ۑ ؂ڕمي ؀صخ ئېحىنج ک ؀حجخيعيچ 

(5:44) – Those who do not decide their affairs according to what Allah has 
revealed – they are the ones who in fact are the K'afireen, i.e., they belie Allah 
and His Book.    

*** 
Now my dear brothers, let us come to other side of this coin. I have said earlier 
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that Nature sometimes uses the force of opposition to advance its message – then it 
does not mean that you should slow down your efforts to propagate the voice of the 
Quran, and wait for Nature to do all the work? No, you should not think like that ever 
at all? It is alright that a barrier speeds up the flow of a river. But it does so only of that 
river which is able to overcome the barrier and moves forward. If it does not do so, 
then it becomes a static body of putrid water. Therefore, it is necessary that you must 
also speed up your efforts as the opposition increases its barrier. 
I think it is necessary to clarify an important point in this regard. Those friends who 
have been with this movement for a while understand this point but it takes time for 
the new ones joining this movement. And it is these people that I want to address now. 
They join this movement with great emotion and start pointing out that we do not 
have any practical program. As I have mentioned many times before, our various 
religious and political parties have created the impression that unless there is public 
crowd; that unless there is clamor and commotion in any program – then that 
program is not practical. They think that for a “practical” program there must be 
public slogans, public demonstrations, public speeches, and manifestation of public 
power and force. Tulu-e-Islam is the first movement of its kind whose mission is to 
create a fundamental change in the hearts and minds of people. This is because it has 
understood the reality of the Quran that unless and until there is change in the internal 
self and psychology of individuals there cannot be positive and productive and 
sustainable change in the society:    (13:11) – It is indeed a يج تخنم ٺ ۧخي؀ يج صڲث ۧ ؁سي ؀صح نم 

fact that Allah does not alter the condition of a people until they bring about a change 
in their inner-selves.
Thus, the mission of Tulu-e-Islam is to create this internal psychological change in 
people. And this goal cannot be achieved by public speeches, demonstrations, and 
sloganeering. This can only be achieved by propagating the message of the Quran 
with serene thinking, silent reflection, and continued fortitude.    
Spreading the message quietly
I don't know about Lahore but I used to see a special scene in Karachi. Every 
evening, at a corner on the busiest street in the center of Karachi, a European 
youth dressed in beautiful suit, used to stand quietly like a statue for several 
hours with a bag full of magazines. He kept a copy of the magazine in his hand 
and gave it to anyone who stretched his hand towards him; and pulled another 
copy from the bag in his hand. I saw him doing this routine for months and 
years. Similar youth were doing this work in different parts of the city on 
behalf of some Christian missionary organization. Many people used to make 
fun of their efforts. But when their annual report was published then it was 
clear that this silent propagation was having a big impact and it was an 
effective tool for recruiting volunteers for their missionary organization. 

To be continued.....
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