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The Human Self and Allah

Episode No. 7

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Ejaz Rasool)

This is because everything of the universe is changing and heading towards an
end,therefore no entity among these is capable of running the system of the
universe permanently on one pattern:

And call not, besides Allah, on another Ilaah. There is no Ilaah but He. Everything

that exists will perish except His own Face. To Him belongs the command, and to

Him will you be brought back. (23:88)

There is no power in the world which is such that it is capable of sharing in His
sovereignty and power. His is the only Law which is operationalin the universe:

Or have they an Ilaah, other than Allah? Exalted is Allah far above the things the}/
associate with Him! (52:43)

2.5  Incredulity at the Belief of Tuuheed (Oneness)

Since the concept of focusing all forces into one Self was based on the reality of
anorganised world and mutuallyharmonised universe and thisfact appeared to be
a novelthing tothe human mind, when this concept waspresented to them, they
therefore expressed extreme astonishment. (And what kind of truth has there
been whichknowledge and reasoning presented before man, and to which
ignorance and superstition did not object?) They stated with disbelief:

Has he made the gods (all) into one Ilaah? Truly this is a strange thing! (38:5)

And taking this conceptto be (Allah forbid) a meaningless thingthey would
disparage it with mocking laughter:

For they, when they were told that there is no Ilaah except Allah, would puff
themselves up with pride. (37:35}
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Andwould call the one presenting it (Allah forgive) insane:
And say: "What! Shall we give up our gods for the sake of a poet possessed?’
(37:36)
But the Quran took no notice of this rebuff and evasion because it had full
certainty that followingthe progression and advance in knowledge and intellect,
when the secrets of the universe open up before man, he would be automatically
obliged to accept this truth that there can only be the Willof One
Beingworkingbehind this system. In order for the universe to function with such
equilibrium and discipline,unity of law is indispensable:
Those who adopt, with Allah, another Ilaah: but soon will they come to know
(what the truth is). (15:96)
This is why it is a proclamation of the Quran that those people who have
conviction in more than one godhave no evidence with them in support of this
claim:

Or have they taken for obedienceother Ilaahs besides Him? Say:'Bring your
convincing proof'...(21:24)
In this verse Burban (proof, evidence) has been demanded, but as noted in
another verse, this is merely a way to state that they do not possess any Barhanin
any case:
1t anyone invokes, besides Allah, any other Ilaah, he has no Authority for
this...23:117)

Furthermore, ithas also been declared that since the claimants of these beliefs
have no logicor evidence, on the discovery and disclosure of the facts they will
come to realise in how great an error they were trapped, and the state in which
they will find themselvesfrom this humiliating defeat does not requirefurther
elucidation.

2.6 Humiliation and Ruin of Man ThroughShirk

The true reality of Shirkonly becomes revealed to man when he becomes aware
of the worth of his own eminence and personalised self. He comes to know at
that momenthow worthless he had made his own selfas a result of making these
lowly things as his gods. This is why itis stated:

Take not with Allah another object of obedience; or you (O man!) will sit in

disgrace and destitution. (17:22)

In another verse:

... Take not, with Allah, another Ilaah (object of obedience)lest you should be

thrown into hell, blameworthy and rejected. (17:39)
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In Surah Sh#'arait is stated:
So call not on any other Ilaah with Allah,Or you will be among those under the
penalty. (26:213)

In Surah Qafit s stated:
...Who set up another Ilaah beside Allah: throw him into a severe penalty. (50:26)
The servants of Allah (Ibaad-ur-Rebman)never bow down before anyone else

because they are cognisantof the eminence of their self:
Those who invoke not, with Allah, any other Ilaah...(25:68)

2.7  Tyrannical Forces

Among the example of these servants of Allah,the companions of the caveare
quoted who had made a resolve to not bow down before anyone other than
Allah.®  How could tyranny tolerate seeing sucha purpose flourish and how
could the religious elitebearthis kind of rebellious slogan against their 'gods'?
Therefore,itis obvious what kind of dangers and difficulties they would have had
to face.Ultimately, the consequence was that they were obliged to leave their
settlementand take refugeina cave®.

We provided strength to their hearts: Behold, they stood up and said: 'Our Sustainer is
the Rabb of the heavens and of the earth: never shall we call upon any Ilaah other than
Him: if we did, we should indeed have uttered an enormity! These our people have
taken for obedience Ilaahs other than Him: why do they not bring forward an authority
clear (and convincing) for what they do? Who does more wrong than such as invent a
falsehood against Allah?' (18:14-15)
And notwithstandingthe era of the companions of the cave, those who wish
themselves to be considered as a 'god'have always utilisedtyranny. Pharaoh had
said the same to Moses:

He said: 'If you do put forward any Ilaah other than me, I will certainly put you in

prison!' (26:29)
And intoxicated by power and authority, he mocked:

Pharaoh said: 'O Chiefs! No Ilaah do I know for you but myself: therefore, O
Haman! Light me a kiln out of clay, and build me a Iofty palace, that 1 may mount
up to the Ilaah of Moses: but as far as I am concerned I think he is a liar'. (28:38)

@ The narrative of the companions of the cave is detailed in Surah 78, A/-Kahf. The Quran does not
specify the number of companions. (Fd)
@ For further details see the Urdu book Shela-e-Mustoorby the author.
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In another verse it is stated:

Pharaoh said: 'O Haman! build me a lofty tower, that I may attain the ways and means
of reaching the heavens, and that | may mount up to the Ilaah of Moses: but as far as |
am concerned, I think Moses is a liar! Thus was made alluring in Pharaoh's eyes, the evil
of his deeds, and he was hindered from the path; and the plot of Pharaoh led to nothing
but perdition (for him). (40:36-37)

But the end that resulted for Pharaoh also portraysto us that whena
Mushrik® makes a claim without presenting proof and evidence,to what extent
this is based on truth. When his helplessness became apparent to him then this
reality became clearto him that, in truth, there can only be One laal:

...At length, when overwhelmed with the flood, he said: 'I believe that there is no
[laah except Him whom the children of Israel believe in: I am of those who submit
(to Allah in Islam). (10:90)

"Pharaoh said, there is no Ilzahother than me' — from this the meanings of [aah
becomes clear. The invitation of Moses was that,having freed them from the
slavery ot Pharaoh, Bani Israel should be settled in anenvironment of freedom
where they could purely follow the laws of Allah. The claim of Pharaoh was that
in his country obedience and submission could only be to him, therefore Bani
Israel could not be given permission to adoptobedience to the laws of someone
else. From this it is obvious that Sk is not only that man prostrates before idols
made of stones, but a far bigger Shirkthan thisis that man obeys the man-made

laws of menin place of the Divine laws.

2.8 Shirk of Zoroastrians

The Magi (Parsees, who call themselves followersof Zoroaster) believe in two
permanent gods —one a god of virtue and one of evil; one a god of light and one
agod of darkness. The Quran has repudiated this dogma as well:
Allah has said: "Take not for obedience two Ilaahs": For He is just One Ilaah: then
fear Me (and Me Alone). (16:51)

2.9  Trinity
Christians believe in three gods: Father, Son, Holy Spirit. This dogma is also false:

They do blaspheme (do Kufr)who say: Allah is one of three in a Trinity: for there is
no god except One Ilaah...(5:73)

@ Mushrik—the one who commits Shirk. (Ed)
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The Greek belief of Triad which became the Hindu belief based on spirit, matter
and God, is also included in this.®

2.10  _Abbaarand Rubbaan (Religious Scholarsand Priests)

The people of the Book had made priests and religious scholars associates of
Allah. Through the path of reverence, shrouded in the veil of human holiness
and saintliness,this belief becomes embedded in the mind,and in this manner
makesits home in the depths of the heart in such a way that its eradication
becomes extremely difficult:

They take their priests and their anchorites to be their sustainers in derogation of
Allah, and Christ, the son of Mary; yet they were commanded to follow but one
Ilaah: there is no Ilaah bur He...(9:31)

These people of the Book were told that making a god out of the .Anbiya and
messengers, priests and religious scholars,is nota teaching from Allah,rather it is

the consequence of your owndeliberate concoctions:
... There is no Ilaah except Allah; and Allah is indeed the Exalted in Power, the
Wise. (3:62)

2.11 Invisible Faces of S/hirk

Other than these tangible faces of Shirk, the Quran describes such an aspect of
Shirk which the human eye cannot perceive.Describing this indiscernible thing as
Shirkis only possible bythat Allah the All Knowing, All Seeing, Who is acquainted
with even the thoughts which pass through the depths of the heart. He states:
Do you see such a one who takes for his Ilaah his own passion? Could you be a
disposer of his affairs for him? (25:43)
In another verse:

Then see you such a one as takes as his Ilaah his own vain desire? Allah has,
knowing (him as such) left him astray, and sealed his hearing and his heart, (and
understanding), and put a cover on his sight. Who, then, will guide him after Allah?
Will you not then understand? (45:23)

To Be Continued

@ The belief of Hindus is also like that of the Trinity. Believing from ancient times in
Brahma (God), Prakart; (matter), and A#ma (spirit/soul), they hold a conviction in 'one
in three and three in one'. The famous theologian and philosopher, Ramanuja, was a
proponent of this belief and it this very belief which is found in his philosophy.
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