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Manzil ba Manzil (35 ~ J )
Chapter 10: Morning's melody (A zoa o 1 51)
(Tulu-e-Islam Convention, November, 1967)
By G. A. Parwez (Translated by: M. Alam)

Episode No: 2
So, O fellow-travelers of Quranic caravan! If such a change is not happening
in our character and personality then our understanding of the Quran is no
more than applause for poetry. In fact, there is harm in this in that a person gets
into self-deception that he 1s far ahead of others in his understanding of the
Quran; and starts feeling superior compared to them. One who is under this
spurious spell must know that he is not receiving any benefit from the Quran. If
we do want to become superior compared to others then that would only
happen because of improvement and advancement in our character and
personality. Just by being in agreement with the mission of Tulu-e-Islam or by
claiming to understand the Quranic thought you cannot feel superior and
advanced compared to others. Please get this immature thought out of your
mind. [t is quite possible that those who are not in agreement with us may be of
higher quality in character. Therefore, you do not have any right to feel
superior because of your association with Tulu-e-Islam. It is highly necessary
that we do self-accounting and self-analysis at every step. We should take
stock of our life and of life of those around us: whether or not our family life is
peaceful like heaven; whether or not our dealings with friends is based on
sincerity and harmony; whether or not in our dealings with others is based on
honesty and integrity; the trust and the commitment that we have promised
with this movement whether or not we are faithful and trustworthy with that
assurance; and above all, how much enthusiasm for selfless sacrifice we have
to share the pain and difficulty of others and whether or not we carry any trace
in our heart of seeking self-promotion or egoism in this effort? If these positive
changes are happening inside of us then our association with the Quranic
thought will be beneficial. Otherwise, it is no more than intellectual
entertainment. In that case people can rightly blame us and say:
Yes, the fall season is worthy of all the blame anyway;
But why didn't flowers bloom, in the spring anyway?
Butifyou, my dear friends, create this heavenly change inside your own selves
then you could happily and rapturously say to the Quranic garden:
This is the eternal spring that has come to your garden;
Let any season come from any plains or any mountain!
Encouraging change
My dear friends, now I come to the aspect of accountability that lifts my spirits
and produces twinkle in my eyes. And this is the program that you undertook in
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last year's convention for publishing and broadcasting Tulu-e-Islam's
literature. I pray for you with all my heart and soul at the progress you have
been able to achieve in this program. You have been able to fulfil this need
whose lack had been a great barrier in the way of propagation of Quranic
thought. The success on this front has increased my age; and my enthusiasm
for this mission has become re-energized and refreshed. This has produced a
very positive impact on the country's environment for the Quranic thought,
whose proof is visible everywhere. Intellectuals of our nation have started
thinking on this line. So much so that it has affected our religious leaders and
Imams who, from every pulpit, are now forced to present the actual realities of
life to people instead of parroting the usual fictional religious stories and
superficial narrations. People are no more interested in listening to age-old
worn out tales. The sacred love for priesthood has disappeared from people's
hearts. Religious priesthood's existence has become no more than fulfilling
social customs and community rituals. Wherever you go you will find (no
matter what words are used by secular or religious leaders) the spirit is of Tulu-
e-Islam's everywhere so much so that they are directly using its terms and
terminologies.
Now, it is the same passionate word that is being used everywhere by
everyone,
Whatever the reason, the good stuff is being advanced everywhere by
everyone!
The reality is that yours, my dear respected brothers, is the only Quranic
movement that is based on intellect, analysis, holistic thought, and deep
wisdom. Others are nothing but political action groups creating chaos and
noise which use the name of Islam for ulterior motives; or they are naive and
simplistic minded the way 786 is written on top of letters as a sacred number
but the content has nothing to with Islam. Whether they may be rulers or
priests — they all exploit Islam for their own selfish ends. No one thinks of
improving the human misery and pain:
Some are interested in color, some in the perfume;
Who cares what happens to the poor broken petals?

My dear friends, it is you who care about the broken petals, i.e., about the
broken souls of the society, the poor and neglected peoples of the world. It is
your program that transcends the symptoms and talks about the root of the
issues. If you continue your good efforts like the way you have been, then you
will see with your own eyes how this Earth starts shining with the light of its
Sustainer. My dear friends, I am very hopeful. My fingers are on the veins of
time and my eyes are on the speed of the movement of the age. I clearly see that




2017 )% 64 (HE#E- ol

nations of the world are fed up with their self-crafted deities and are in search
of'a quiescent place where after reaching they could say:
This is the place of deep devotion, for my prostration;
Although we are on the Earth, but our goal is Heaven!

As for the multitude of opposition to this movement my friends, these are
ephemeral. Gathering your courage and fortitude, please continue your effort.
Your oppositions will melt away like lead or scatter away like dust particles.
They fly way like cotton flakes or they will flow away like scum. The time will
throw them away like straws or burn them away like trash. Please remember
this reality:

The vast crowd of sad stars on the forehead of dark night,

These are only until the rise of the morning's bright Sun!
My dear friends, we don't oppose anyone's party. We don't compete with any
organization. All what we are doing is, carrying the light of the Almighty
Allah's great Book in our hands; and we are busy in a continuous journey and
traveling without any rest so that humanity's path could become bright. If
selfish groups consider this their opposition then we cannot leave the
humanity to remain in darkness for their sake. If bats become restless due to
arrival of the Sun then the Sun cannot hide behind the cover of night's
darkness. Just as we cannot hide Quran's light under the cover of darkness, in
the same way we cannot leave the 320018 (Siraat-al-Mustageem) and
follow behind some non-Quranic traveler. The carriers of Quran's banner
openly declare:

We change the direction of the wind;
Let the world come and walk with us!
Our caravan is no doubt very modest. Our wherewithal is next to nothing. Our
means are limited. Our resources are meagre. But the heavy treasure of Allah
that we are carrying as a trust in our journey is so precious and so valuable that
we are ready to sacrifice our all in order to protect it from every pirate that may
come our way. To these pirates, the nature proclaims:

If you loot them then you will become completely bankrupt;

Those with no wherewithal, except their own valuable soul!
Therefore, my dear friends and my journey partners! Please keep on spreading
and advancing this voice of the Quran. The destination is waiting for you
spreading its open arms to welcome you, to receive you, and to embrace you:

In the lovely garden, spring's magic is in the air,
Birds are singing, what an enthralling atmosphere?
Bring out whatever is hidden in your heart and soul;
Sublime music, sweet song, deep sigh, and loud call!
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Expecting no reward nor thanks
But my dear friends, in this journey there comes a valley where the robber is
not some outside pirate waylaying us, but it is our own inner thief hidden deep
inside our hearts. This valley is such that if our feet ever slip then we fall
straight inside the deep cave of hell. What is this valley? Well, my brothers,
this 1s the hidden valley deep inside our hearts of our emotional or our
psychological expectation of receiving some reward of our effort; or hoping to
achieve some name or fame in this work. Therefore, we must not let even a
fleeting thought to enter our minds of achieving recognition, let alone
expecting any material reward in this Quranic work. Otherwise, it will
generate the spark of < _& (Shirk) that will fly and burn all the fruits of our
labor. The Quran has explamed this point very succinctly: *SC39:221:821)
(17:7)—1If you persevere in doing good, then you will but be doing good deeds
to your own selves. And moreover: *L\Js 2 e s G 8 0o G B 65 2 L 55

=252 Css s (2:272)— O Prophet (PBUH)' It is not your respon51b111ty to
make people follow the right path. One adopts the right path oneselfin the light
of the Divine Guidance. You must simply tell the people that whatever they
spend it is for the development of their own personality provided the motive
for the spending is none other than the establishment of the Divine Order and
the achievement of harmony with the laws of Allah.
My dear friends, please mark this point deeply in your mind! It looks you are
giving to others but in fact you are giving it to yourself. Think about it, my
brothers, like this to make things clear in your heart: If you make a house for
yourself do you announce to the community that you have built it for others? If
you eat food yourselfdo you tell that you have fed others? You don't. This is the
same situation with effort or resources spent in the way of the Quranic
movement. If you think that you are doing it for yourself then in your heart
there won't arise any desire for self-promotion or receiving psychological or
emotional, let alone receiving any material reward from others. But if such
desires do arise in your hearts then you should know that these are arising from
the devil sitting inside your heart; and these desires will burn the results of all
your efforts and turn into a heap of ash. The Quranic mind has such a nature
that it even tells Allah, let alone humans that:

Your magnificence of giving shouldn't discern of your giving!
Your alms flow such that beggar's hand knows not receiving!

The world of poor people
In this connection we should also keep this important fact in mind that there
are many individuals in our caravan without means — even for travel. They
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cannot financially contribute to our movement. But they are participating in
this gathering carrying the great treasure of truth and sincerity in their hearts
that is priceless. Please keep these souls of pure character (of truth and
sincerity) always in your mind, and listen carefully (with your hearts): Even if
a subtle sense of feeling enters their hearts that they are somehow inferior to
those who financially contribute then this gathering will become the rap club
of devil, not the field of mercy of the universal Sustainer of the worlds. These
souls of pure sincerity and truth should be given prominent position in our
gathering. If they are poor and deprived then we are responsible for their
condition. Our wrong society is responsible for their state. Won't this be a great
injustice that we punish them for our crimes? It is this devilish capitalistic
system in which the wealth becomes standard for respect. You have risen to
demolish this system and to establish the system of Allah in its place. But, even
to you, if wealth becomes the standard of respect then your every claim is false
and your every wish is mirage. Protect yourself from this deception of Iblis.
Otherwise, you won't be anywhere in the eyes of Allah even after doing all the
work for this movement.

kkok

Fulfilling promises
Lastly, I want to draw one more fact to your attention. You come here from far
off places throughout the country. You tolerate all the hardships and
difficulties of this journey; and you bear all the expenses that accompany such
travels. After three days of discussions and deliberations you pass some
resolutions to carry them out. But it so happens that these resolutions remain
only on paper.
My dear friends, have you ever thought what these resolutions mean? It means
that you sign a contract with Allah that you will fulfil these things for the sake
of the Quran. Just think about it? When you don't fulfil these resolutions then it
is a great crime in the eyes of the Allah. So, I will request you to please keep in
mind that when you pass a resolution then it is a promise that you are making
with Allah. Therefore, please only will pass those resolutions that you know
you will be able to carry out. What could be the result of passing traditional
resolutions just for the sake of resolutions (with no intention of fulfilling them)
except that you will be standing in the witness box of Allah as a criminal.

skskosk
My dear respected friends, whatever I had to say in this session [ have said. In
the end I pray that may Allah keep you happy and healthy; and make you
successful and productive in higher goals of life. Your company in this last
stage of my life boosts my energy hundred folds; and your love for this
movement is worth unimaginable forbearance for me. When I am alone I feel:
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It is as if you are with me;
When no one is around me!

And when I am together with you then I have such a feeling that:
Everything I got after asking you from Allah;,
My hands do not rise in plea after this prayer!

How happy is that traveler who is lucky to have company of fellow-travelers
like you. Believe me! No difficulty or untoward challenge frightens me when [
have your company. I know that a whole world of opposition surrounds me
from all sides but it doesn't bother me:

I don't feel any sorrow that the world has turned against me;
1t is you who sustain my life, please don't ever turn against me!

And I am living with this determination and conviction that you won't change
no matter what. How great is this conviction; and how pleasant and surprising
is this feeling, is beyond words? May Allah keep this conviction burning in my

heart forever!
SAGEBE RN
O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of
what we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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