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THREE GIANTS AND SYSTEMS*

Saleena Karim

(*Systems is Karim's award-winning science fiction novel inspired loosely by the 

Pakistan idea, and which is part of the recommended reading material at the 

Marghdeen Learning Centre, a subsidiary educational body of Iqbal Academy. Visit 

libredux.com for more information.)

My brother recently pointed out to me that with the publication of 

, I can now claim to have covered three great 

Muslim personalities of the last century: Jinnah, Iqbal and Parwez. This was 

something that had never crossed my mind before.

Jinnah and Iqbal rank among the most important figures for Muslims in the Indian 

subcontinent, while Parwez has had an enormous impact that has yet to be 

appreciated whether among academia or in the public eye. For myself personally 

however, the fact that I have had the good fortune to cover these particular three is 

especially significant. Have a look at the three men in turn, and I hope you'll see what 

I mean.

1First, each respectively represents one of the three Cohesive Ethics  principles. 

Visiting them in chronological order of my publications:

Parwez: Justice

My earliest writing work was the translation of my father's Quran aur Pakistan, 

which was a book containing his poetry and a compilation of various writings from 

Parwez's work. One of the chapters from this book was a reproduction of 

 many years later. And of course, my 

work on this pamphlet also led directly to my work on Jinnah.

Parwez was a prolific writer, but arguably his most important contribution as a 

Khurram Ali 

Shafique's Iqbal: His Life and Our Times

a pamphlet 

of Parwez on Jinnah that I eventually published

1
 The Cohesive Ethics Theorem (publication forthcoming but outlined in Systems) stipulates that an 

ideal state must adhere at minimum to three principles: freedom, justice and unity, based on various 
Quranic verses but especially 2:62 and 5:69.
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scholar was his 1955 book Nizam-i-Rabbubiyyat (System of Divine Sustenance), an 

economic treatise that took a holistic and groundbreaking view of Quranic terms 

normally identified with capital interest and religious charity. My father and I have 

translated this book under the title . Parwez's 

strong emphasis on social justice and criticism of capitalism in that book has led even 

some of his supporters to wrongly think he was a closet communist - despite the fact 

that he described communism as "a grave danger to humanity" and went to great 

lengths to reveal the stark differences between materialist communism and his 

Quran-inspired work. In any case, Parwez's work in this field makes him an 

unequivocal representative of the justice principle.

Jinnah: Unity

My first full book was on MA Jinnah, and so was its better known sequel, 

.

Jinnah represents the unity principle. No, he practically personifies it. He was 

dubbed the "ambassador of Hindu-Muslim unity" in his early political career; and 

later, both as the leader of the Pakistan independence movement and as the founding 

father of the country, "unity" remained his watchword both for "Muslim unity" and 

for a Pakistani nationality that encompassed its multicultural population. The 

Pakistani national motto "Faith, Unity, Discipline" was coined by Jinnah during the 

Pakistan movement. The word "unity" turns up countless times in his speeches and 

statements and is probably the word that he used more than any other.

Iqbal: Liberty

I wrote a full chapter on Iqbal in Secular Jinnah & Pakistan on the crux of his 

philosophy. My imprint Libredux Publishing has also published two books on his 

philosophy:  and . 

Iqbal's references to the three principles of "equality, solidarity and freedom" of 

course are the  of the Cohesive Ethics Theorem in .

Iqbal undoubtedly represents the liberty principle owing to his emphasis on human 

will and action, and his calls for a "reconstruction of religious thought in Islam" in the 

1
The Qur'anic System of Sustenance

Secular 

Jinnah & Pakistan

2017: The Battle for Marghdeen Iqbal: His Life and Our Times

"muse" Systems

1
 Published and available from Tolu-i-Islam, Lahore as well as by Libredux Publishing, UK.  
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famous lectures of the same name. He wanted Muslims to revive the long-abandoned 

practice of ijtihad (lit. "strive"), which amounts to freeing the Muslim community 

from the shackles of tradition so it can learn to actively adapt with the needs of its 

time. He dedicated his fifth lecture solely to this topic, describing ijtihad as the 

"principle of movement".

Second, these men have some striking similarities with 

.

Parwez and the Peace Man

Though they are worlds apart, Parwez and Peter Manner (the Peace Man) share some 

uncanny parallels. Both are lone warriors. Both possess keen insight into the failings 

of humanity, and its potential. In his writings Parwez calls for a revolution against the 

three forms of tyranny mentioned in the Quran , while Peter is on a crusade against an 

unnamed "them" - that is, E3, who represent the .  Both are totally 

committed to the idea of total justice, though Peter takes it to the extreme: He kills 

one "worthless" criminal for every friend he has lost in his previous life, and returns 

every single penny he has taken from the innocent people he robs. Parwez's work on 

economics, despite not being nearly as dramatic in practice, is nevertheless driven by 

a similar level conviction in the possibility of absolute justice. Both Parwez and Peter 

are absolutely determined to see their causes through, irrespective of how others may 

respond to them. Parwez's sheer tenacity and courage easily match Peter's, as he was 

more forthright in his calls for religious reformation than even Iqbal, literally risking 

his life in upholding his views in a hostile religious environment.

Iqbal and the Shaman

The strange similarities between Iqbal and Hitoshi Katayama are too numerous to list 

in full. Iqbal's poetical inspirations from Revelation include David (The Persian 

Psalms) and Adam (in various works including Javid Nama), the namesakes of the 

twins who are tied to Hitoshi (also known as the Shaman in Systems). Both Iqbal and 

Hitoshi are poets, and both possess musical talent. Both have complex, larger-than-

life personalities. Some of the things they say are incorrectly interpreted as being 

esoteric. Both are frequently accused of ambivalence and contradiction - though this 

accusation is more justified in Hitoshi's case - and both are aware of, and comfortable 

the characters from Systems 

who also represent the same respective principles

same three evils
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with, being a mystery to others. Each of the two also fulfills his "destiny" in 

apparently ironic ways that set him apart from his contemporaries - Iqbal through his 

choice of the seemingly "secular" Jinnah to lead the Muslims of India, and Hitoshi 

through his decision to destroy the only proof that the Systems Experiment was a 

success. Both also acknowledge their dark sides, though in different ways: "I have a 

certain amount of admiration for the Devil," says Iqbal, somewhat tongue-in-cheek, 

in his first English-language lecture in 1908. Hitoshi would definitely return that 

remark with his characteristically devilish smile. Indeed, an early edit of Hitoshi's 

song This is my Fate in the novel contained the lyrics "blessed in the Devil's light".

Jinnah and "Agent Numbskull”

Jinnah and Aaron Lloyd (named after the Prophet) both uphold the unity principle in 

precisely the same way, through a shared sense of inclusiveness. Aaron asks Hitoshi 

to join forces with him to try and defeat their common enemy, even after learning the 

truth about Hitoshi's background. Similarly Jinnah asked Muslim religious and 

political leaders alike to set aside their differences in order to rally around a common 

goal, though he was well aware of their shortcomings. Jinnah also shares what 

Hitoshi rudely calls the "numbskull" trait with Aaron - that is, both Aaron and Jinnah 

come across as cold and unreadable, one by virtue of a cranial chip, the other by his 

behaviour. Yet in fact both are deeply compassionate underneath the surface, and are 

really using the system to fight the system. Jinnah uses his British training in 

constitutional law to fight against the British Raj, while Aaron is an agent working 

for, and secretly fighting against, the very organisation responsible for killing his 

father and destroying his legacy. And on that note, both Jinnah and Aaron stand 

against benevolent dictatorships.

Finally, a  disclaimer.

The connections between these three makers of history and the three leading men 

from Systems are remarkable, but by no means were any of the fictional characters 

consciously (or unconsciously) inspired by the historical figures. However, one of 

the three men did directly inspire another character in Systems, namely the eccentric 

professor Dr. Hanif Omar.

I'll leave it to you to decide which one it was.



Surah Al-Qiyamah ( ) – Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 29: Chapter 25القیامة

By G. A. Parwez

(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends, today is March 30, 1984 and today’s lecture starts with verse 16 of 

Surah Al-Qiyamah ( ) (75:16). Since there has been a gap of two weeks since our القیامة

last lecture (as last Friday was a special lecture) I have decided to summarize the 

discussion of our lecture of March 16: The result of every human action has a 

consequence. This is logged in a record book of deeds. But this record is not kept 

somewhere outside but is imprinted on the self of human beings. For the sake of 

explanation the Quran tells that it is rolled up now but it will be opened up on the Day 

of Judgment. And no one but the individual himself will read his record that day; he 

will serve as a witness against himself; and he will pronounce his own judgment. 

Traditional interpretation in connection with revelation

My dear friends, there are places in the Quran that especially require more 

pondering. This is one of those places. As I had mentioned before, the next four 

verses require great deal of thought and understanding (75:16-20):

            

– The traditional translation of these verses is: Archangel Gabriel used to bring and 

recite the revelation to the Prophet (PBUH). The Prophet (PBUH) used to read faster 

and faster in order to catch up to Gabriel and also to make sure that he does not miss 

any word. On this, Allah said to Prophet (PBUH) there is no need for you to move 

your tongue fast. Whatever Gabriel is saying keep listening attentively. Do not worry 

and do not be anxious that you may forget something. We will make sure that you 

remember the entire revelation. We will not let you forget anything.    

Noteworthy points regarding revelation

My dear friends! This way of reciting the revelation by Gabriel as stated above and of 

listening by the Prophet (PBUH) and then repeating it – is not compatible with the 

.
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concept of revelation of the Quran. From my in-depth study of the Quran; and from 

my understanding and point of view, the above traditional translation of these four 

verses is not acceptable; because if we accept it, then the essence of the revelation is 

changed. The Quran states that Gabriel used to reveal the revelation ( ) on the وحی

heart of the Prophet (PBUH). So, the above traditional translation –that the Prophet 

(PBUH) repeated the recitation of Gabriel and that the Prophet (PBUH) was afraid of 

forgetting some words – does not fit with this Quranic description of revelation being 

revealed on the heart of the Prophet (PBUH) and of Allah’s 100% guarantee of its 

protection.    

Second, there remains no harmony between the previous verses and these four verses 

if we accept the traditional translation. The previous verses were talking about the 

consequences of human actions and record of deeds, and how these wrong-doers 

presented excuses to justify their past actions. And, they were told that no matter how 

many justificatory reasons they could give, it was not going to be of any benefit to 

them; that Allah knows what they did and what their consequences would be? The 

next verse after these four verses is: (75:20)           – You are opposed to the 

concept of life-after-death because you have only immediate gains in mind. You 

think that the objective of life is only to have worldly gains. So, the same theme is 

continuing after these four verses as the topic that was under discussion before these 

four verses. So, it makes sense that in order to maintain continuity with the topic we 

should ponder and harmonize the meaning of these four verses with them. As far as 

the issue of haste in connection with the Quran is concerned, there is another place it 

has come in the Quran but its meaning is different from this place. There is no 

mention of Gabriel reciting; nor that of the Prophet (PBUH) repeating it in hurry. 

There, it is said: (20:114)          – Be not in haste with the 

Qur'an before its revelation to thee is completed.  

My dear friends, the Quran was being revealed in stages. It seems the Prophet 

(PBUH) used to give practical shape as code of life based on the revelation revealed 

to him at a stage. He used to practice it himself and made his companions practice it 

as well. And thus he used to move this system forward step by step. Here, the Prophet 

(PBUH) was being told not to hurry to start the implementation process unless the 
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revelation on a particular topic was complete. Hurrying to recite does not make sense 

here as the traditional translation suggests. There is nothing here suggesting reciting 

the words of revelation but it does suggest the idea of implementing the revelation in 

real life based on the completion of the message relating to a particular topic. 

In these verses the entire focus is on implementation in real life

My dear friends, there are two points worth pondering here: – 1) the reality and the 

essence of revelation is not compatible with the view as described by the traditional 

translation and 2) there remains no harmony and continuity of the subject matter 

between these four verses and the preceding and the succeeding verses. So, I think, in 

the light of my understanding of the Quran, the traditional translation of these four 

verses (75:16-19) is not right. 

So, now, let us see what the meaning of these four verses is in light of our above 

discussion. The previous verse was (75:15):    – No excuse, no amount of 

crooked arguments will help that day. Next is the first of these four verses under 

discussion (75:16):   – No amount of fast talking will help you 

today. Your arguments are meaningless and they are not going to have any effect; that 

they are not going to change the results of your actions. This is because whatever you 

have  done,  it  was necessary that We gather and protect it (75:17):                          . 

We have protected it and you have to follow it (75:18):                        . It is absolutely 

clear now that wherever your deed of record takes you today that is where you have to 

go (75:19):                  . If it takes you to Hell, that’s where you go; if it takes you to 

Heaven then you go to Heaven. The day for revealing the record of your actions has 

come now. Dear friends, I think the above meaning of these verses (75:16-75:19) 

perfectly fits with what has been said before. The next verse is: (75:20)                          

– You are so averse to the concept of life-after-death that you have only immediate 

gains in mind. You think that the objective of life is only to have worldly gains.  So, it 

is clear that they knowingly practiced such a wrong lifestyle. 

The materialistic concept of life – Animalism

If you remember, my dear friends, the essence of Quranic teaching is that human life 

is not just the material life. Material life is related to animal aspect of human life. 

.
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There is another life of humans which may be called “human-life” or the “life of 

human-self.” Human actions leave their imprint on the human-self. This is the life – 

the life of the human-self – that moves forward after human’s physical death. It is this 

life of the human-self that the appearance of results of the actions performed in the 

world is related to and is accountable for in the Hereafter. Those who consider that 

life is only of this world; and think that it ends with the physical death; and do not 

believe in the Hereafter: – the Quran calls this type of life as the life of immediate or 

short-term gain in contrast to the long-term gain of the life of the Hereafter. 

Animalism is the concept of life in which it is okay to acquire anything related to 

immediate gain by any means – right or wrong – without regard to its effect on human 

self. The Quran says that those who indulge in this type of life will be driven to Hell in 

the afterlife by the results of their own deeds of this world. This is the reason the 

Quran says:                                      (75:20-21) – they love this fleeting life; and give 

no thought to the life to come. The Quran has brought  in contrast to  here. َالآْخِرَة الْعَاجِلَةَ

These people do not pay any attention as to what future effect of their behavior will 

be on their afterlife and on their final destiny in the Hereafter. Although this life does 

give them immediate benefits which are very attractive and noticeable (called  َالْعَاجِلَة

in verse 75:20 above) but their long-term future – called  in verse 75:21 above – َالآْخِرَة

remains unobservable because it requires deeper perspective. The Quran says that 

these two ways of life, in fact, are essentially two concepts of life, or two ideologies 

of life. From this point of view one can also call them two types of people: Those who 

would have kept their long-term ( ) interests in mind will go to Heaven on the َالآْخِرَة

Day of Accountability; and those who would have kept only their short-term ( الْعَاجِلَةَ (

benefits in front of them will be headed to Hell. The Day of Accountability in the 

afterlife is a fact; but it begins here, in this world itself. Both Heaven and Hell start 

from here, in this world, and continue to the other world. 

Sacrificing short-term benefits for the sake of afterlife      

My dear friends, those who believe and keep in mind the Hereafter, if it comes to 

sacrificing their short-term benefits then they gladly do it for the sake of their long-

term benefit, because they know that life is a continuous stream, and will continue to 

move forward after this life. The Quran says:                                    (75:22-23) – 
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Some faces will on that Day be bright with happiness, looking up to their Sustainer. It 

is normally mentioned that people will see Allah on the Day of Judgment. I do not 

want to get into philosophical discussion, but I do want to say that, according to the 

concept of Allah that the Quran has given, He cannot be seen by physical eyes. What 

to say of common people, He could not be seen even by the Prophet’s eyes. When 

Prophet Musa (PBUH) expressed the desire to see Allah, he was told:            (7:143) 

– You cannot see me. Allah is beyond physical perception and beyond human thought 

and comprehension. Whatever attributes Allah has given about Himself in the Quran, 

they can be comprehended by human mind, but Allah Himself is beyond human 

comprehension. So, if we believe that we will see Allah physically in the Hereafter 

then it goes against the concept of Allah given in the Quran. 

The Quran has presented the life of the Hereafter in the form of parable and 

example

My dear friends, what kind of life would be in the Hereafter, we cannot discern at this 

time? The Quran has described the life of the Hereafter in the form of example and 

parable. When the Quran mentions that there will be gardens in Heaven where rivers 

will be flowing then it does not mean that those gardens and rivers would be like 

gardens and rivers of this world. The Quran has said that these are described in the 

form of metaphors and similes and for examples only. These will be gifts and rewards 

by the Grace of Allah. In the verse above and in many other verses  really means ِّرَب

provider of nourishment. Then why not take, that for the people of Heaven, there  

will abundant nourishment; and their life would very comfortable and their faces  

will be glowing with happiness. In contrast to them, the Quran describes the 

condition of those who only worked for their short-tern benefits in their worldly life: 

   (75:24-25) – and some faces will on that Day be 

overcast with despair, knowing that a crushing calamity is about to befall them. The 

result of their greedy actions will appear in the Hereafter in dreadful form. They 

spent all their life in the world in material comfort and luxury by hook or by crook; 

and they thought that they will never be held accountable, but, in the Hereafter, they 

will face the consequences of their actions and will be held accountable for all their 

wrong-doings.  means backbreaking calamity. Here, they are being told that they ٌفَاقِرَة
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should not doubt the life of the Hereafter, they should not doubt their long-term 

interests; they should not doubt that they will be held accountable. The Quran simply 

says:  (75:26) – they are denying the life of the Hereafter. But they will have to َّكَلا

face  it  anyway.  It  says:                                                                                      

(75:26-29) – NAY, but when [the last breath] comes up to the throat [of a dying man], 

and people ask, "Is there any wizard [that could save him]?" the while he [himself] 

knows that this is the parting, and is enwrapped in the pangs of death. 

My dear friends! I had mentioned that in the last two three parts ( ) of the Quran the جز

verses are short, sometimes comprising of only two or three words, but they contain 

an ocean of meaning; and from the literary point of view they reach extraordinary 

levels. It seems as if they have reached the highest form of poetry. 

The Quran tells here (75:26-29) that when someone is about to die, he and those 

around him want to use every possible means of cure, and even resorting to mystical 

and occult practices. They say: no matter if medicines don’t work. Let us call a 

wizard (aka  ). But he used all kinds of immoral means to enrich himself with صاحب پیر

material things; and now he is interested in superstition and witchcraft, so that, 

somehow, he could be saved from death; or at least his pain could be lessened. He 

reached far and wide when it came to life of this world. And, when he was told that do 

not engage in wrong activities to pile short-term gains then he did not listen. He was 

arrogant in his transgressions and exploitation. Then, he did not listen, but, now, he 

wants wizards and occult practitioners to help him. What a beautiful style the Quran 

has used to convey this message! When he is now near death – he leaves behind all 

his logic, philosophy, and physical means which he used so much in order to gain 

material short-term benefits in life – and, he wants help from witchcraft and wizardry 

that he used to dismiss in his life, in the hope that, perhaps, they might help him. How 

helpless he is today? But the fact is: calamities will keep on piling up on top of each 

other for him because of what he did in his worldly life.

My dear friends!  is an Arabic word which literally means ankle. But سـاق

metaphorically, it means extreme and intense calamity. Here the Quran says that his 

calamity will keep on increasing. Then it says:                          (75:30) – at that time 

towards thy Sustainer does he feel impelled to turn! The word  is used when مساق

.
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someone is driving a group of livestock by force. This is a miracle of the Quran: to put 

it all in just one word – ! These people would be dragged towards the court of مساق

Allah like livestock. What a great way to describe this scenario?! This is worth 

pondering!  

My dear friends! An extremely effective way to convey a message in literature is to 

use contrasts of opposites. Usually, this is done in poetry. In Arabic language this is 

usually taken to another level as it has hundreds and even thousands of word patterns. 

Therefore, this becomes especially a very subtle and delicate power of expression.

The meaning of  (Sidq) vs.  (Kizb) and  (Sallah) vs.  (Tawallah)صدق کذب صلہ تولہ

This characteristic of contrasts and opposites is highly visible in the next two verses: 

          (75:31) and:                    (75:32). Here  has come against . َب ذَّ كَ قَ دَّ صَ

This is because he did not confirm the truth. This isn’t just that he did not confirm, 

and keep quiet? Not at all! In fact, he was actively refuting the truth. Keeping these 

two opposites together, the meaning becomes completely clear. He was not just 

refuting it but was vigorously opposing it. Next:  has come against .    تَوَلَّى صَلَّى تَوَلَّى

means to evade an issue, find out loopholes to avoid the truth. In contrast to this  صَلَّى

has come. Now our traditional translators say that he was not praying . Yes!  صلاه صلاه

is extremely important thing. But this translation does not fit with the Quran’s 

literary miracle of using contrasts and opposites. The Quran has brought here  in صَلَّى

opposition and contrast with  which means trying to avoid the truth. Therefore, تَوَلَّى

the opposite of it should be the meaning of : to follow truth sincerely and لَّى صَ

cogently. The root of  is  -  -  which means: to follow someone on a straight صلاه و ل ص

path.  is the horse in a racecourse that continuously follows the number one مصلّی

horse so closely that its ears are close to the number one horse’s midriff. That is, there 

is no gap between the two horses. But, now,  means  (worshipper). Please مصلّی نمازی

keep in mind this root meaning of . صلاه

The method of understanding the Quran

My dear friends, please forgive me if I keep on repeating the process of how to 

understand the Quran. But I think it is necessary to do it. Here, again, let me explain 

the process: 1) One has to keep in front the root meaning of the Quranic words; 2) 
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then one has to look into all the meanings that these words are used in Arabic 

language; 3) and then one has to see which meaning best fits in a particular verse. If 

you do all this then you will be able to understand the Quran in its entirety. There will 

be no difficulty; no contradictions; no differences in interpretation; and no confusion 

or doubt anywhere in the Quran. If you won’t do this then you will find doubt in every 

verse. Take for example the verses (75:31-32) under discussion which possess high 

quality literary characteristic: In contrast to  (truth) its antonym  (belie) is َصَدَّق كَذَّبَ

used to clarify its meaning very succinctly. But what does this person belie exactly. 

The next verse explains it by yet another example of contrast and opposite: the word 

 is used against  to explain what it is that he is belying? Well! he is belying the صَلَّى تَوَلَّى

truth of Allah’s laws; he is not affirming its reality; he is trying to evade and avoid it. 

What is he trying to evade and avoid it? There should come another word which is the 

opposite of ; and that word is , i.e., he does not follow the straight path لَّى وَ تَ لَّى صَ

( ); he is trying to evade it and follow his vain desires. Now, the matter َالصِّرَاطَ المُسـتَقِیم

has become absolutely clear. 

Who are these people who belie the truth; and do not want to follow the straight path? 

Do you know what is the difference between   and ?  is to outright reject تکفیر تکذیب تکفیر

something. But  is to keep saying with the tongue that I believe something; that I تکذیب

accept it – but act otherwise. For example, to keep saying with the tongue  – َُّلاَ إِلَهَ إِلاَّ الله

that there is no other sovereign in the earth and in the heaven except Allah – but in 

practice accept every other person as  (authority). This is what is called . And َإِلَه تکذیب

 is: whatever is claimed by tongue is also translated into action, is also reflected تصدیق

in practice.

Meaning of  and its implications تکذیب

My dear friends! It is not enough to say with our tongues  and then from tall َُّلاَ إِلَهَ إِلاَّ الله

minarets, using loud speakers, proclaim to the whole world: . But it is أشھدُ أنْ لا إلهَ إلاَّ الله

also to prove by our action in practice that we are providing the evidence for it; that 

we are witness to the fact that no other sovereign is ruler in our lives except Allah. 

Allah-u-Akbar!  How great is this witness!! But what is happening today? Are we 

truthful? Are we not by our lives and by our actions belying our claim to Shahada: 

? On the other hand, Hindu does not belie it because he does not أشــھدُ أنْ لا إلهَ إلاَّ الله
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accept it; he outright rejects it? The same applies to all others who do not believe in 

. But, we keep on repeating the words  and keep on أشـھدُ أنْ لا إلهَ إلاَّ الله أشـھدُ أنْ لا إلهَ إلاَّ الله

belying it by our actions: This is what is called .     تکذیب

That is why the Quran has used  against . Coming back now to the verse َذَّب كَ دَّقَ صَ

(75:32): It says that he tries to rationalize his actions by crooked arguments; and he 

tries to avoid and evade the truth. He does not follow the straight path (َالـصِّرَاط 

). He finds out ways to evade it ( ): In spite of the warning of the Quran َالمُسـتَقِیم تَوَلَّى

against hoarding wealth; in spite of the fact that the Quran says he will be burnt with 

that wealth in the Hellfire – he keeps on piling wealth on top of wealth; and thinks 

that by giving a little in charity he will be saved that day. This is the way he avoids the 

straight path.                            (75:33) – And then he went arrogantly back to where 

he had come from. In another place in the Quran it is mentioned that when he is told: 

Now that you have attained such a comfortable life here, you should also think about 

the Hereafter as to what will happen there? He says that I have taken care of that. 

When asked what has he done? He says: I will have a beautiful house there because I 

have built a beautiful mosque here.  

My dear friends, he does not feel any shame; and he arrogantly comes to his people. 

But:                                 (75:34-35) – “Woe to you, O unfortunate person! How 

good it would have been for you (had you followed the Divine law)? Alas! You could 

have understood how useful this course would have been for you.” And then the next 

thing is that:                         (75:36) – Does man think that he will be left 

unaccounted for his deeds? The word  means: not being held accountable and سُدًى

living life aimlessly. The biggest mistake of man is that he thinks that life has neither 

any objective, nor a destination. He thinks that life has neither any established path, 

nor any directives guiding him to the right way. He believes he has been left alone 

(like a stray camel) to do whatever he chooses to do and go wherever he likes to go. 

Consequently, man only works towards the physical gains of life, without trying to 

develop his own human self. Thus, all his life’s efforts go waste (despite the fact that 

life is an integrated whole and holistic, involving both short-term and log-term 

gains). In other words, life is the integration of the worldly objectives within the 

limits of the divine code and principles of Deen. If Deen and worldly life; spirit and 
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matter; and permanent values as well as political and social ways are not integrated 

properly, then the whole purpose of human life is defeated. Divine guidance teaches 

us integration and thus makes human effort meaningful and purposeful. 

The Universe and human life has a purpose

According to the Quran there is a purpose of this Universe, and especially of human 

life. What is the purpose of this Universe, we don’t know? But the human life has 

been created for a purpose. Allama Iqbla (1877-1938) correctly said that it is a fact 

that there is purpose of human life. My dear friends, there is a goal and a destiny of 

human life. That which has been created for a purpose cannot be useless. The Quran 

says:                             (23:115) – “Do you think that you have been created without 

any purpose or goal? That you came into this world just by chance to spend few days; 

then revert to dust; and then the story of life is over? And, therefore, you can go on 

doing whatever you like to do? That there will be no accountability; that there will be 

no seizure by Our Law of Requital; and that you will not come back to Us to answer 

for all that you have done?” Yes, you will be held accountable. Then why are you 

behaving as if there would be no accountability? Don’t you believe in 

accountability? Don’t you accept its truth? You proclaim with your tongue that you 

believe in it but you do not affirm it by your actions. You belie it by your actions 

instead.

Meaning of the word          سُدًى

The word  contains great philosophical depth within itself: it implies  and سُدًى عَبَثً

useless! But what exactly is this? It sounds strange that I often keep saying that these 

Arab people were illiterate; Mecca was their capital city ( ); this was their أُمَّ الْقُرَى

center of caravans’ trade because of Kaba. But there were only 17 or so people who 

were literate enough just to read and write what to say of having knowledge and 

education. No wonder, that this has appropriately been called the period of ignorance 

( ) as that whole nation was covered in darkness. This was the mental state of جاهلیہ

these people! But it is a miracle that this powerful language was created by these 

people of that period!! It is difficult to imagine that these people created Arabic 

language, having words with so much deep and lofty meaning. How could they 
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conceive of such deep thoughts expressed in a single word? It is simply amazing! 

Take for example this word  – that which is  and useless is . This is worth سُدًى عَبَثً سُدًى

pondering, and amazing at the same time. I have stressed again and again that if the 

root meanings of the words are in front of us then the Quranic meaning springs up 

very clearly. 

How did they use the word ?  They used this word to describe an activity that is سُدًى

done continuously but produces no results; and it has no goals. Please keep these 

conditions in mind, my freinds: that there is continuous activity going on; that there is 

continuous effort being spent– all these are there but there is no result. How to 

explain this? Well! The Arabs explained this amazingly by a single word:  – that سُدًى

is based on the following scenario: In weaving cloth, the warps are the set of 

lengthwise yarns that are held in tension on a frame or loom. The yarn that is inserted 

over-and-under the warp threads, is called woof. Without both – the warps and the 

woofs – there will be no cloth ( ). Once both are there then only it becomes . If ثوب ثواب

there are only warps and no woofs, then no matter how long and how strong the 

warps are, there will be no cloth; and all that effort would have been useless. The 

same will be true if there are only woofs and no warps. Be they (the warps of) secular 

life or material life or simply worldly life – if there are no woofs in it of permanent 

values then that kind of life would have been useless. Likewise, on the other hand, if 

there is only monastic life or life based on customs, traditions, or man-made Shariah 

– then there are only woofs, but no warps. There are only warps on one side, and there 

are only woofs, on the other. Both kinds of lifestyles are busy all their lives but all that 

effort will go waste – will become:  . It is amazing that, this one single ْحَبِطَتْ أَعْمَالُھُم

word,  describes all of that! Life is supposed to be based on proper integration of سُدًى

both warps and woofs. How correctly Allama Iqbal (1877-1938) said: If the Deen 

departs from politics then the only thing left is Genghism.

Mysticism is also only warp 

My dear friends! Deen is not religion. Religion in fact consists of only warps. So is 

mysticism. And, what we call spiritualism is nothing but self-deception. 

Mechanically following all the rituals is putting only warps without any woofs. On 

the other hand, materialistic system of life is weaving only woofs without any 
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restraint provided by the warps of divine values. Life is a balance between Deen and 

world; between short-term and long-term goals. I avoid using the word  روحـانی

(Roohani) because it is normally associated with spiritualism – which is only warps 

with no woofs. That is why I use the term “human values” instead of “spiritual or 

” values. When “human values” are combined with “material values” then we روحانی

have Deen, i.e., the combination of both warps and woofs produces Deen.  What to 

say of these Arab people! From the combination of these warps and woofs we get 

cloth or . Therefore, if something is done like this then we get  ; if it is not done ثوب ثواب

like this then we don’t get . Some have warps only; and some have woofs only. ثواب

Both groups remain under self-deception that they are doing great work!

If the woof is not there then all the effort involved with warp goes waste

My dear friends! Before the warps and woofs, there is the initial step of preparing the 

yarn. Initially the yarns come in bails. The weaver’s families – usually the women – 

prepare the first step in this process. They spread the yarn across two wooden posts 

kept apart across a distance; and they go back and forth between the wooden posts 

carrying the yarn. They do this all day manually walking back and forth between the 

posts. But if this is left there then the whole process becomes meaningless. There is 

phrase that is used in our language which means: if the woof does not happen then all 

the effort involved with warp goes waste. The Quran says about this:  ْحَبِطَتْ أَعْمَالُھُم

(3:22) – all their effort comes to naught. 

Does man think that there is no one to hold him accountable? All his life he continues 

to do only warp, and thinks that he is weaving a very beautiful cloth? Allah says that 

this is not the case. With the combination of warps and woofs, life will become 

beautiful and will produce tangible and real outcome. That is, when the knowledge 

and power of the material world provides the warps and when the Divine values are 

integrated with it as woofs, only then life’s goal will be complete. Otherwise, if one 

of these two components – either the warps (of the material world) or the woofs (of 

the divine values) – is missing then all of man’s effort will go waste no matter how 

superficially it is propped up:                                    (75:36) – Does man think that he 

will be left unaccounted? This one word “ ” says it all, my dear friends!سُدًى
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The reality of the Hereafter

Will there be life after death? In the verse 75:3 we had seen that Meccans objected to 

this. They said that when man has died; when his body has decayed; when insects 

have eaten him up; that when his body has disappeared into the dust – then how could 

he become alive again? The Quran said that, first of all, you cannot comprehend what 

kind of life that would be; but if your objection is that it is impossible to do, then look 

at the Universe? It came into existence from nothingness? All the scientists agree on 

this. So if this is the case that Allah, who created the entire Universe from 

nothingness, then why is it not possible for Him to bring man back to life after death? 

– After all there is something of his remains, even though it may be in the form of ash 

or dust. After this the Quran says:              (23:117) – they do not have any rebuttal for 

it. The Universe after its creation from nothingness enters into the physical universe 

of cause-and-effect where laws of nature hold and control its operation. And using 

these laws scientists can create new things from existing things by mixing them in 

due proportion and by creating proper environment. This creation of new things from 

existing things by scientists is not the same thing as creating a thing from 

nothingness.

Proof and logic based on knowledge – turning physical eye into mind’s eye

My dear friends, the Quran challenges all the scientists of the world and asks: You are 

able to create new things from all these existing things. But wherefrom the existing 

things came? Wherefrom the original elements came? So, If Allah can bring into 

existence this huge Universe into existence from nothingness then can’t he bring 

human beings back to life again? How solid is this argument, if you want to 

understand it using logic and proof? Look at your creation? You should bear in mind 

that man has passed through various stages to attain the human form. Could you have 

comprehended that a drop of semen contained within itself the potential of becoming 

a full-fledged human being. The next verse is:  – In the beginning أَلَمْ یَكُ نُطْفَةً مِّن مَّنِيٍّ یُمْنَى

he was drop of semen which was dropped in the womb. Scientists and doctors tell us 

also that life began with a drop of semen that contains millions of sperms which can 

produce many children. How does the beginning of human life happen? Every 

human being begins life as a single cell, formed when male’s sperm fertilizes the 
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female’s egg. But the question is: wherefrom the cell came? It is so small that it is 

invisible to the naked eye. One needs powerful microscope to see it. Also, it is not 

that it is in the form of a small human being? Then what it is? It is just an extremely 

tiny point. Now, by looking at this tiny point if one is told that your father is hiding in 

it, then no one will accept it although he was there in it. In a little seed is hidden a giant 

tree. In a tiny cell is hidden a full human being. The Quran says that human life 

started from a single cell and:              (75:38) – Then it became a leech-like clot. In 

other places the Quran has described the stages through which the human embryo 

goes through inside the mother’s womb. Could man ever have imagined that from 

this tiny cell he would become like full-fledged human being? The Quran further 

explains:              (75:38) – then He fashioned it into an extremely well-proportioned 

shape. That original lump of flesh then became this highly proportioned human 

being: with beautiful face and eyes, ears, and mouth; having arms, legs and fingers. 

These are all there now. My dear friends,  means to remove extra stuff and to  سَوَّى

fashion and to transform into an object of beauty and utility. Please remember! One 

of the attributes of Allah is  (Al-Musawwir) – Shaper of beauty. ُالْمُصَوِّر

The example of pottery maker

My dear friends! You can get a picture of this from the pottery maker who puts a lump 

of clay on potter’s wheel. Then he spins the wheel. And do you know what he does 

after that? He turns the original lump of clay into beautiful new objects by shaping 

and trimming extra clay. The whole process he follows is very interesting. He has a 

thread and some water. He trims extra clay from the spinning clay by the thread and 

dips it in the water to remove the clay sticking with the thread. He repeats this process 

back and forth. And thus he turns the lump of clay into different objects with his 

hands into different kinds of beautiful pots, pans, and tumblers, etc. This is  ُالْمُصَوِّر

(Al-Musawwir) – Shaper of beauty. This process of trimming and producing a 

perfectly proportioned and beautiful object is called . Here the Quran has said: تسویہ

    (75:38) – then He fashioned it into an extremely well-proportioned shape. 

No human does this; nor even the father or the mother; neither is any machinery there 

that does this trimming and proportioning. The big question is: How does this happen 

then inside the mother’s womb without any outside help or interference? Well! The 
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answer is obvious if one is willing to listen: It is the divine law that does this. And not 

just of one type but of two types as Allah says in the next verse:                       .  

(75:39) – and then He fashioned out of it the two sexes, the male and the female 

each with different characteristics – although both are from the same single cell. The 

Quran says that just ponder on this little thing. Then it says:                             

(75:40) – Is not He, then; able to bring the dead back to life? What an excellent 

way to explain and to provide logical reasoning for this?! The argument was to prove 

that the human life is not just the life of this world but continues further after death. 

That life of the Hereafter depends on the deeds that man does in this world. Either it 

goes further through the process of evolution or gets stuck at the same place and does 

not move further. This getting stuck at one place is called Hell and in Arabic is called 

 (Jahannam) or  (Jaheem). For the unrestrained life of the world of power َم نَّ جَھَ جحیم

and material possessions, this Quranic concept of life was in the way for them when 

they used to say: No! How can he come to life when we bury the dead human and the 

earth swallows him? Some burn him and he disappears into heap of ash, and others 

throw him in the water where fish eat him. So, how come he could be brought back to 

life? This won’t happen; that everything disappears with death, they used to say. 

Matter never vanishes

But the Quran keeps warning: – Ask scientists: Can matter just disappear? Scientists 

tell that matter never disappears. “Never disappears” means that it does not turn into 

nothingness. It never happens that its existence turns into non-existence. It changes 

form but never vanishes. So, the authority which changed the form of the single cell 

and transformed it into a healthy child; and then, that child turned into a healthy adult 

human being – can’t that authority turn, what you call a dead human, into a living one 

again, though not in the same form, as the Quran says at other places? The Quran says 

that your conscious mind cannot understand what kind of life form that would be? 

Just understand that that life would be life of the individual self. Every individual self 

would remember his previous life. He will see his record of deeds and recognize all 

that is written in it.

.

642014



65

The biggest hell

My dear friends: please do not forget what I call the biggest hell of all. The Quran 

says that you will be there and everyone else will also be there with whom you had 

been living and interacted with in the world: those whom you deceived; those with 

whom you behaved as a hypocrite; those with whom you had lied – but all these 

things were hidden when you were living in the world as a well-respected and trusted 

man in the society. But here, in Hell, everything you hid from the people will be laid 

bare open for all of them to see. Oh! How hellish that situation will be? In his life in 

the world he used to come up with hundred lies to cover up one lie and apparently 

maintained his trust with the people whom he dealt with. But in the Hereafter, all 

those people will be there, and everything will be out in the open in front of them. 

And also open will be what was in his heart and how he was deceiving people. They 

will ask him: You honorable one! You pretended to us to be very pious and 

trustworthy person but in reality you were this? Then the Quran says that no excuse 

or deception will work there. Reality will be out into the open there.  This is the 

biggest hell, my dear friends! So, this is the main point of the Quran’s teaching that 

man’s every action, his every deed, his every intention, and his every desire is bound 

to produce result. If not here, then in the Hereafter! This is the essence of Quran’s 

entire teaching.

My dear friends, Surah Al-Qiyamah ( ) is finished with this verse. Next we will القیامة

take up Surah Al-Dahr ( ):                                                           (76:1). Has there ِالدَّهْر

not been an endless span of time before man appeared - a time when he was not yet a 

thing to be thought of? How appropriate that this chapter starts with the topic of 

where Surah Al-Qiyamah ( ) ended! There is no word in any dictionary which القیامة

could describe what man was before non-existence ( ). This we will take up in the عدم

next lecture.

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what 

we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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