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Event in memory of the late Magbool M Farhat organised
by members of Islamic Dawn Society (Bazm London)

|

|

|

An opportunity to meet, network and advance the cause of propagating i
Qur’anic thought and activism i
|

|

|

Saturday 13 June 2013
6.00 - 10.00 pm
Katherine Road Community Centre

|
I
|
|
I
|
g
1 .
; 254 Katherine Road, East Ham, London E7 8PN I

1 Contact: Free accommodation available for !

; Councillor Shama Ahmed (07786114563) guests from outside London 1
: Naeem Sadiq (07838833834) i
! Ghulam Abbas (07958594642) RSVP via email: info@islamicdawnsociety.com :

I Iftikhar Ahmed (07833432372) info@islamicdawnsociety.org !
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A life Sketch of

l Magbool Mahmood Farhat I (Ajmal Mahmood)

Mr Magbool Mahmood Farhat S/O Abdul Karim Hasrat was born at
Sialkot on 17-1-1931. He was commonly known as Farhat amongst his
friends. His grandmother was head mistress of a girls school in Sialkot. He
got his basic education at Islamia High School Sialkot and then from Murray
College Sialkot. He also studied at FC College Lahore. His father being from
Indian Army, he travelled and lived at various cantts like Lahore, Bannu, Kutni
near Jubulpur, India, Quetta, Rawalpindi and Harbunspura near Lahore

In 1958, he moved to Cyprus for business along with his two uncles.
After staying there for about 2 years, he moved to London UK along with his
cousin Mr Akram and ever since then he lived there, of course paying visits to
Pakistan after every two, three years.

Mr Magbool was a widely travelled person. He visited India, Egypt,
Spain, France, Italy, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, USA, Canada, Cyprus and
Brunei.

He joined Tolu-e-Islam in 1961 and remained an active member all his
life. He wrote a book “Quran Apney Aieenay Mey”. He travelled in remote
areas of Pakistan including Sindh, and Baluchistan where he helped opening
of children schools, donating books, funds and starting laboratories for the
schools. He was a very kind hearted and humble person. He never forgot his
old friends of childhood even if they were poor and unknown persons.
Whenever he visited Pakistan he made sure that he met all those old friends
and their children and revived old memories with them. He quietly used to
extend financial help for the poor from his own pocket. He breathed his last
on 21 April 2013. He is survived by his wife, a son and a daughter.

Address
76 Park Road , llford , Essex , UK.
0044-2085531896
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"The Veinburg-Salam theory exhibits a property known as spontaneous
symmetry breaking."
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"There may well be such an underlying theory. The strongest candidate at
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"If we find the answer to this question, it would be the ultimate triumph of
human reason ---—-- for then we would know the mind of God."
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"Even if we do discover a complete unified theory, it would not mean that we

will be able to predict events in general, for two reasons."
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"A complete, consistent theory is the only first step.”
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Surah Al-Jinn — Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 29: Chapter 13
By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

Dear Friends! Today is January 6, 1984 and today’s lecture begins with Surah
@;I (Al-dinn). This is beginning of chapter 72.

The meaning of f:é\ (Al-Jinn) according to Arabic lexicon

Dear friends! There are certain words that the moment we hear or read them,
afamiliar picture suddenly pops up in our minds; and the imaginary meanings
of these words completely overtake our minds. The popular meanings of
these words have penetrated so deep in our consciousness that we are not
prepared even to listen to, let alone find for ourselves, the true meanings of
these words. Among these words is the word Eé\ (Al-Jinn) that has acquired
strength of epic proportions. No sooner than the word 6%‘ (Al-Jinn) comes on
our tongues that a popular picture of a special creature pops up into our
minds. Before, it was a conceptual picture that one used to imagine, but,
thanks to TV, we can now see animated picture of Jinn on the screen.
Through this medium our future generations will be able to see what we used
to only imagine; and thus the popular meaning of Jinn that is ingrained in our
minds never parts away from our consciousness. Well, you can test for
yourselves: When | uttered the words “Surah Jinn” just now, then something
must have popped up into your minds hearing the word “Jinn.” It is important
that you pay careful attention to such words and try to understand their
original meanings by disassociating your minds from the popular culture.
Now, take the word “Jinn” which is a word from the Arabic language and its
rootis & O — whose root meaning is: anything that is hidden from view. As
long as a thing remains hidden from view it remains Jinn; and when it comes
in view then itbecomes what it actually is.

The evolution of human life — or life itself, for that matter — which went through
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various stages that the Quran has described is now confirmed by science.
Science has told us that life, when it went through series of stages of
evolution, reached the stage of monkeys. When it proceeded further it
reached the stage of chimpanzees. According to Western scientists, after this
stage of evolution, life came into the form of human beings. Until now their
research tells that between the chimps and humans there is a missing link.
That is, there is one chain in this long process of evolution that has not been
discovered yet. They are working very hard and doing research on topics
related to this area that we cannot even imagine and, frankly, we do not think
that this area is worth doing any research. But these scientists have gone so
far in their research that they are digging the deserts of Africa and they are
plowing the jungles of Australia for this. They are busy putting together small
pieces of bones or stones in order to find clues to that missing link. The Quran
has termed this missing link also as “Jinn” or “Jann.” What to say of the
Quran! Fourteen hundred years ago the Quran said in Surah Al-‘Hijr:

80 (8 0 2302 80 38 [0 03 JUIS 0 SNIGHE 3355 (15:26-27) — AND,
INDEED, We have created man out of sounding clay, out of dark-slime
transmuted whereas the invisible beings We had created, [long] before that,
out of the fire of scorching winds.

How clearly the Quran says here Jﬁus ” which clarifies the point that before
the creation of man there was a creature which is no longer in view now. The
Quran did not give its name but it only said that this creature is extinct from
your view now.

Discoveries of science

Dear friends! Science has discovered that our own Earth was a blazing
fireball at one time. Then slowly its surface started cooling off which we now
call our home. But the Earth still carries within its deep belly remnants of
those blazing fires in the form of molten superhot lava (with all kinds of
minerals within it) which erupts to the surface from time to time. But at the time
when the surface of the Earth was very hot there used to be a creature living
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on itthat could tolerate its extreme heat. That creature was thus a prior chain
in the evolution of life on Earth that is now extinct and thus hidden from our
view. This is the same creature that the Quran says was created from fire and
it calls it “Jinn.” After this, the evolution of life continued and perhaps the
intervening period is the missing link in whose discovery the Western
scientists are spending so much of their time and effort. Anyway, that was a
link that is no longer related to us because it is hidden from our view. So, first,
please remembering this!

The period of infancy of the human mind

Dear friends! The second thing you should remember is this: When man was
in its period of infancy, human knowledge was very limited. There were many
things about which he did not have any clues. This was especially the case
with sickness and disease. There were plenty of superstitions surrounding
diseases that required scientific knowledge to tackle them, and man was far
from having that knowledge yet. Thus he used to believe that there were
certain mysterious powers that take over humans and cause disease.
Hysteria in woman and mental disease in men were generally considered to
be in this category. Diseases like smallpox and tuberculosis were also
considered to have been caused by these powers. There was no possibility of
diagnosing these diseases as these had not scientifically been discovered
yet? Where there was no answer for “why”, then it was natural for humans to
attribute it to mysterious powers that affect humans and cause disease.
Because these mysterious powers were invisible, humans named them
ghosts, witches, Jinn, or evil spirits. Then humans started worshipping these
forces; pleading with them, bowing down before them and praying to release
them from this suffering and disease. Those who were well versed in this
became religious leaders of their communities. They used to come to the sick
and do some religious rites in order to get rid of the ghosts which were
causing the disease. The cure was as much based on ignorance as was the
disease. Humans moved past this stage of ignorance also, and continued
their forward journey until the light of knowledge gradually started removing
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this darkness of ignorance. Then, slowly, those things, which were hidden
and mysterious and could not be observed from human eyes, started
revealing themselves — of course, only within the range of illumination in
which this light of knowledge spread. Thus, slowly, the mysteries surrounding
various diseases started to be lifted. Reasons for these diseases became
known. Their diagnosis became possible. Ignorance and superstitions
evaporated when knowledge arrived. Please read the history of Europe. Until
yesterday Europe was drowned in the darkness of ignorance — and the
similar things prevailed there: ghosts, witches, Jinn, and all kinds of evil
spirits that caused diseases. But today there is nothing like this anymore in
Europe due to its advancement in scientific knowledge. The West today is far
ahead in scientific knowledge compared to other nations. And there is
nothing like ghosts, witches, Jinn, and evil spirits there. Even hysteria that
afflicts so many of our girls is being treated there using Psychiatry. The West
has advanced far in all areas of medicine. They are treating many of the
psychological and nervous diseases using psychoanalysis and hypnosis
based on science. Many of the diseases which we attribute to witches and
ghosts are nothing but diseases of the nervous system and can be cured by
scientific method of power of thought and knowledge. What | am telling is not
based on hearsay but | have practiced it myself and cured patients.

Allah told that the purpose of the Quran is to bring humanity from darkness to
light. The mission of the Prophet was — and after him it is the responsibility of
his Ummah — to bring humanity from darkness into light through the Quran.
But his Ummah did not do this. But, in any case, whoever did it, in fact, did a
great favor to humanity. Whichever nation has advanced in knowledge, the
darkness of ignorance has slowly disappeared from that nation. Nowadays
there is no disease for which there exists ignorance about “why of it.” If the
disease is not physical then it is psychological or related to nervous system.
So far the West has come. But we are behind in the world, and seem to be in
the same period of childhood where early humans were. We do not have
knowledge. We have absolutely no science. Therefore, our state until now is
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the same as when ghosts, witches, Jinn, and all kinds of evil spirits used to
cling to humans which they could not shake off. These are the mysterious
powers that we popularly call “Jinn”.

The condition of people at the time of the revelation of the Quran

During the revelation of the Quran, population demographic was such that
there were few cities in all of Arabia. Even now there are only two or three
major cities. You can call it a continent but how many cities are there? Maybe
two or three. Their names are the same as in those earlier days: Mecca,
Medina, and Taif. People living in the settled cities — whom we call social
animals —used to be familiar with each other. They used to call these “familiar
people” “C " or* gﬁﬁ‘ " in their language. The rest of the population there
was based on nomadic Bedouins; always on the move, never settled in one
place. Some time they would put their tents near some oasis, and after few
days, the tribe moved to some other place few miles away. They used to carry
their homes (i.e., there tents) with them. These were the types of people who
used to live in deserts or jungles. Some of them used to come to the city from
time totime.

Nomadic people living far away from view

| think that — those who are of our generation — may know that people we call
nomads used to come to the city bringing with them monkeys or bears to
entertain the city folks and disappear in the night somewhere. Their women
used to visit the city going from house to house to sell tiny wares like baked-
mud-toys, and then disappear somewhere in the evening. That is, one could
not know wherefrom they came and whereto they disappeared. These were
nomadic people living far from the cities.

In our country there were only few such populace but these nomads
comprised a large percentage of the Arab population because of few cities in
Arabia. Since these nomads used to live away in jungles and deep deserts
hidden from the eyes from the cities, the city folks used to call them “Jinn.”
These are the two kinds of peoples which are meantwherever in the Quran
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the words “&4)” and“ ) " or “Jiy1” come: Bedouins (or nhillbillies or
nomads) on one side and the ufbanites, on the other. There were significant
differences in social, cultural, and intellectual levels between these two
groups of peoples. Now these groups have mingled with one another such
that there are not many differences between them anymore. Even forty or fifty
years ago there used to be much difference in the society, culture, and
civilization of the villagers and the city people. The urbanites did not care too
much about the hillbillies. Simply saying hillbilly was enough to end any
conversation. This was the case within our own subcontinent. But in Arabia
there were many Bedouins tribes living as nomads in deserts who had not
even seen any city!

Dear friends! Arabs were a very perceptual people: Those who used to
vanish in deep deserts far from cities they used to call them Jinn, meaning
hidden from view. In the Quran wherever: w@\jé@!éﬁ (114:6) has come that is
whatitmeans — E@! means those nomadic Bedouins who roamed around in
deep deserts far away from the cities, and u:‘@‘ means those who used to live
in settled cities. So, in this Surah 72 the very first verse says that there was a
group of Jinn who listened to the Quran and got very impressed:
CEBE L8 o d 3B AANE &3lds— Say (O Muhammad): It is
revealed unto me that a company of the Jinn gave ear, and they said: Lo!itisa
marvelous Qur'an (72:1). They started discussion among themselves that we
heard something wonderful. Some of them accepted it and others did not. In

Surah A‘hgaafitsays:

Y R A N A e AR I I R A AP AW DS LA WA T - A (N Y22V
(46:29) &8935 2es3 )5 (e GG 2136 83785 B =08 ol o) G5 B T524) 5
(O Prophet (PBUH)! You should not be worried that people living in urban
areas are opposing your mission. We have sent you as a messenger for the
entire humanity (34:28). It includes all categories of people — urban, rural,
civilized, uncivilized, and nomads. The rural people and nomads are getting
your attention. You will recall that once We sent you a group of nomads from
the desert, so that they could listen to the Quran (72:1). When they came to
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the place where the Quran was being explained, they asked each other to
listen to it quietly. When the explanation was over they went back to their
community and warned them about the consequences of their wrong-doings.

Dear friends! From the above it appears that those who came were either
Jews or believed in some ideology similar to them because:
G B AR 35 e (5T GLESEE — They went back to their people
and told them, “O our people! We have just listened to a book revealed (upon
Muhammad) after Moses. It reaffirms what has been revealed earlier in the
book of Moses. It guides human beings towards the truth and straight path
leading them to their destination (46:30). From this verse it seems that these
people knew that a book had been revealed earlier on Moses, and that this
new book which is being revealed to the Prophet (PBUH) is confirming the
message of that prior book. So, connecting all these above verses we see
that these people were Jinn, i.e., they were nomads who used to live Bedouin
lives hidden from the general population. It is also clear from these verses
that they listened to the Quran not in an open forumbut hidden from the
general public. Thisis because itsaysinverse (72:1): — d\ @,‘JB Allah sent
tothe Prophet (PBUH) the revelation that from the Bedouin tribes a group had
come and listened to the Quran hidden from the public. It will be clear to
you—when | proceed to the next verses in this Surah—that these were not the
imaginary creatures that we normally take it by the word “Jinn”. These were
human beings. They had discussion and arguments among themselves.
These are the things that onIy humans do. Some of them accepted Islam and

55/

others did not: A IGE &8558 3088 &8 303880 4 el 1 15 2 TCLE _They (e,
Jinn) continued: “O our people! You should accept the call of this Messenger
of Allah. You should profess Iman in Allah, as he says. Allah will protect you
from the adverse effects of your mistakes and save you from painful

suffering.
The Prophet (PBUH) was sent to human beings only

Dear friends! Now you should ponder: Does it make any sense to consider
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these Jinn to be creatures separate from human beings as we normally do? —
Especially when these Jinn listened to the Quran; that some of them said we
believe in Allah, believe in the Quran, and we believe in the Prophet (PBUH)?
Everywhere in the Quran it is said that the Prophet (PBUH) was sent to
human beings. Nowhere in the Quran is it said that the Prophet (PBUH) was
sent to humans and “Jinn”? So, therefore, these Jinn who professed Iman in
Allah were human beings because the Prophet (PBUH) was sent to human
beings only. If you suppose — as it is usually the case — that these were some
different creatures other than human beings, then the question does not arise
of these creatures listening to the Quran; of professing Iman; of obeying and
following the Prophet (PBUH), because he wak.aadChRisotist SEWRERIS In
support of this please note down few references:

Say [O Muhé@ﬁﬁ@ﬂﬂf@%ﬁlﬁﬁéﬁ&aﬂy | am a messenger of God fo all of
you (7:158). NOW [as for thee, O Muhammad,]
We have not sent thee otherwise than to humankind at Iaﬁ:@é}fﬁibe aherald of
glad tidings and awarner (34:2,3@5@%rse (7:158)itwas (to all of you)
and here in verse (34:28)itis (humankind at large). The meaning of
both is the same: to all human beings. That is, messengers were sent only to
human beings. Thus it is now clearly established without any doubt — based
on these references from the Quran — that these people who had heard the
Quran and they professed Iman on it and then they said we obey it, were

human beings. f”,-é‘ ] t@‘

Inthe Quran these words “ and” “or" "appear frequently. It
addresses both of these groups and tells them that this Quran (guidance and
laws) is for both of you. If Jinn were not among humans then this claim of the
Quran — May Allah protect — would be wrong that the Prophet (PBUH) was
sent to human beings only. So, Jinn are also from human beings. Therefore,
with these basic clarifications, there is no difficulty in understanding the
Quran— where it is said that from among the Jinn a group listened to the
Quran; and that they discussed among themselves and some professed
Iman on it etc. Thus the Quran is not talking here about those “Jinn” (ghost,

\\G
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witches etc.) that we think cling to humans and overtake them. These are our
superstitions that give birth to this kind of beliefs. Although there are
superstitions even among the civilized and urbanites now, but among the
nomadic and Bedouin peoples these superstitions are commonplace, and
they influence a large part of their life. They turn to their religious quacks and
priests in every matter of their life. These beliefs have come from there. If you
go to native peoples of Africa, Australia, and Brazil etc. you will find that they
still practice witchcraft and voodoos and this entire superstitious
superstructure is led by their “religious” leaders. They wield enormous
authority over the entire population. If they do something from their own then
there is no effect. But when they tell people that they are only transmitting to
them what the gods in heaven have told, then people rush to them. This gives
them enormous authority and control over the population. And the population
remains emotionally captivated and psychologically in awe of these priests.

Condition of Muslims—far from the light of knowledge

Dear friends! Sadly, our condition is not much different. Superstitions have
been, and still are, continuing among us. And the nation that received the gift
of the Quran (which claimed that it would lead the world from darkness to
light) —its own condition is that today itis among the most backward nations in
the field of knowledge. It is as if Muslims — and we are talking of Muslim
Ummah as a whole, not individual Muslims — could not advance beyond the
primitive peoples. Whatever light of science Muslims have, it is borrowed, or
copied, or bought from advanced nations. Whatever we have, almost of all of
these are made by them. If we do not have their large electric generators all of
our lights will go off. In spite of that, load shedding is common. Even today, in
this age of knowledge, we are moving towards darkness: All these
superstitious things to predict human destiny—numerology, lottery
(Istikharah), geomancy, prophecy, augury, astrology, sorcery, occultism
etc.—come from that age. When a scientist or scholar gives an advice it is
based on understanding, on intellect, on conscious thought and knowledge.
He provides evidence and proofs based on logic. But when a high priest or
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religious scholar gives any advice, itis simply based on faith or belief.

Receiving knowledge directly from God

Dear friends! These high priests claim God-given (Ludunni) knowledge but
this does not have any reality; it does not have any proof. They say: We have
directly received it from God. All these people who believe in this “knowledge”
always talk about heaven. This is no different from those tribal religious
leaders using to claim that whatever they are telling they are getting it from
the heavens.

The next thing that the Quran talks about is of great significance in terms of
knowledge. Before the Quran, the Arabs were steeped in deep darkness of
ignorance and superstition. But soon after the revelation of the Quran started,
their religious leaders who used to make big claims about religious practices
and claimed to get knowledge from the heavens, were forced to admit that
now when we try to go there then we are met by raging flames of “knowledge
and understanding” and are thus prevented from going there. What a change
the Quran brought into the hearts and minds of these people in such a short
time!

Fire of the Quran’s light

What was the blazing fire whose flames were in their way? This was the fire of
the Quran’s light. They ran away from their superstitions; they abandoned
them. But it seems they transferred them to us. We — and, ironically, even the
Arabs of today are included in this “we” — now believe in everything what the
Arabs of the Jahiliyah period used to believe. We believe in the “sacred
knowledge” of our religious leaders; we believe in these high priests’ claim of
God-given (Ludunni) knowledge; we believe in prophecies. And we believe in
numerology, lottery (given a scared name Istikhaarah), geomancy, augury,
astrology, etc. So much so, that we believe in those sitting with parrots on the
footpath for predicting our future destiny! How ironic and heart-wrenching!!

Parrots predicting kismet
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Dear friends! What to say of a peoples’ ignorance who want to hear of their
destiny from parrots!? The result is that Allah installs people like them over
their heads. This is what happens as a result of ignorance. The Arabs of the
Jahiliyya period at least rose up from their dark ashes of ignorance and
proclaimed: “No brothers! Now our trespass (in heaven) is not possible
anymore. We are hit by a blazing fire when we try to go there. We cannot go
there anymore.” And let us note here that this was only the beginning of the
Prophet’s life; and they were saying this only after a short time while the
Quran’s revelation was not even complete. That means the light of the
Quran’s knowledge and understanding had opened their eyes of ignorance.
They realized that their previous beliefs were based on superstitions and
ignorance. “That phase of our life that was based on ignorance and
superstitions has passed and we have entered a new era of light based on
knowledge; and those who dare to try to get to heaven like we used to, then
there is a blazing fire waiting to engulf them”, they started saying. The Arabs
of Jahiliyya encountered this blazing fire just after the Quran came down. But
we don’t seem to encounter this Quranic fire in our flight to the heavens on
wings of our superstitious beliefs! We keep going, and have been going for
almost 1400 long years!!

And thus the ubiquitous and pervasive meaning of “Jinn” (as separate
creatures that cling to humans and overtake them)—which is promoted by our
high priests of religion and mystic wizards of “wisdom”-does not let us go
anywhere near the true Quranic meaning of this word. Hence, these
introductory remarks about “Jinn”. This was necessary for our correct
understanding of its meaning as it relates to the Quran.

Stories of Jinn

Dear friends! You may see my book “ Tasawwuf Ki Hageeqgat’ (The Reality of
Mysticism). | have given there the traditional stories of “Jinn”. Please forgive
me! This sinner (i.e., Myself) — in his earlier days of Jahiliyya (ignorance) —
used to practice wizardryfor getting rid of these “Jinn”clinging to humans.
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These stories abound. Here is an interesting one: There was a “Jinn” in our
mosque school. He was studying in the school as “student in human form” —
as you know according to our traditional beliefs and Sufi mystics,“Jinn” can
take any form. One day, students were playing hide and seek in the mosque
courtyard. It just happened that the “Jinn student” could not find a place to
hide, so he hid himself in the mosque jug. At that, the rest of the students
started shouting and crying. Then the school Master (a wizard) quieted them
down, and he told the “student Jinn”: Son! The secret is out! Now you please
go from here. Then that “Jinn student” left from there. This happened in the
mosque where | used to study. | will say it again: To get rid of those “Jinn” was
very easy for me, and | used to do it on a regular basis. Thus, “Jinn” turning
into “human” is easy to get rid of, but human turning into Jinn is very hard to
getrid of, indeed:

With fervor in faith they built the mosque in a night;
But the heart is sinful and did not prostrate in years.
Itis extremely difficult to get rid of “human Jinn”

These “human Jinns” do not leave us easily. They can only be gotten rid of
with the light of the Quran. But these “Jinns” try their utmost that the Quranic
light never reaches the people. The “human Jinns” want the people to
continue to forever live in darkness of their ignorance; and then die in it. Igbal
says: They make people accustomed to worshipping graves and become
rooted in this mentality. | normally do not mention this but you would have
read in Tolu-e-Islam about Mufti Shafi of Dewband. He was the great Mufti of
India and when he came to Pakistan, he became the great Mufti of Pakistan.
You can read his interpretation of the Quran. This great Mufti himself has told:
“There was shadow of a “Jinn” on my wife. This “Jinn” used to visit my wife
and both of us know about it.” So, here is the situation with us then: A great
Mufti, and an interpreter of the Quran believes in “Jinn”. There are countless
stories about “Jinns” in our books. My dear friends! One cannot hope to get
these “Jinns” out from the minds of a people who sculpted itin the first. These
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“Jinns” cling to people by their “powers”, and you can very well imagine what
“‘power” means. Then please don’t ask what happens to people when these
“Jinns” come wearing the sacred robes of religion. It is not possible to get rid
of them.

Dear friends! After this long introduction | come to the Surah Al-dinn now. This
Butfels RER R 3 58 0 1 5T —

Say (O Messenger) to them: |
have been informed through revelation (wahi) that a group of people from an
unfamiliar wandering tribe secretly listened to the Quran and then said that
we have heard something wondrous. After this, when they went to their place
they started discussion among themselves. So, it is clear that this was told to
Prophet (PBUH) by Allah through revelation because they had not come in
front of the Prophet (PBUH) and he had not seen them. These people
secretly listen to the Quran and they left.

The fictional stories of Surah Al-Jinn through narrations and hadith

My dear friends! | have presented above what the Quran has said. It is
emphasized in religious circles that you should understand the Quran
through narrations, hadith, and tafsir (interpretation). You can see the
interpretation of this yourself (and the verses related to Jinn in Surah Ah-
Qaaf) in Bukhari and Muslim, or you can go through the most widely accepted
books of interpretation about these verses. In these interpretations you will
find long fictional stories about these imaginary “Jinns” which are presented
as real stories. You will find descriptions of these “Jinns”as to when did they
come and where did they come from? When the story is interesting and then
there are “Jinns”, then don’t ask how interesting the whole thing becomes!

For example, take this story. The Prophet (PBUH) was walking with the one of
his great companions, Abdullah bin Masood (May Allah be pleased with him).
Then suddenly the Prophet (PBUH) stopped and told him not to proceed
further. Then the Prophet (PUBH) drew a circle. Do you know why? Well, let
me tell you, as a digression, about myself. | also used to draw circles in my
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heyday of Sufism. This was done to prevent a “Jinn” from coming inside the
circle and catching someone. As long as one is inside the circle the “Jinn”
cannot catch him, but the moment one gets out of the circle then the “Jinn” will
catch him. Even now this kind of circle is drawn and it is attributed to the
Prophet (PBUH). Coming back to the story of the Prophet (PBUH)... He told
Abdullah bin Masood: “Do not get out of the circle. If you did, the “Jinns” will
grab you. | am going to the “Jinns” and | am going to recite the Quran to them.”
Then the Prophet (PBUH) went to the “Jinns” and recited the Quran to them.
The Quran, on the other hand, says that Allah revealed this news to the
Prophet (PBUH) as he did not know that the Jinns had heard the Quran. But,
contrary to this, the hadith says that he went to the “Jinns” and recited the
Quran to them. Now, according to this hadith when the Prophet (PBUH) went
tothe “Jinns”, they said to him that they are hungry. Then the Prophet (PBUH)
gave bones and defecations as these are the “Jinn's” food. After this it is
written in the hadith that these “Jinns” listened to the Quran and they returned
totheirtribe.

My dear friends! This is the interpretation of this verse (72:1) according to our
books of hadith and books of tafsir (interpretations). When you find these
stories in our sacred books then how can you deny these “Jinns”? There you
have it: the authority of hadith and books of interpretations. In the above story
it is said that these “JinrEEGEiagEFEe Quran and they returned to their
tribe.But the Quran says: After this, when they went to their
place, they started discussion among themselves and stafféd saying: “We
have heard something wondrous and unique.” Whataword  is? Of course,
those wandering Bedouins could not understand what type of book is this that
was sent d@i@@faﬁuelation (wahi). What a wondrous book this is! What
doesitdo? They said: The gist of what we have héaj@i’s_that it
provides guidance to the right path (72:2). And then they said: We
have thus professed Iman (conviction) onit (72:2).

“Jinn's” understanding of the Quran
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Dear friends! Just imagine? Would the defecation eating “Jinns” discuss the
Quran? And would they say we listened to it; that it is a unique and wondrous
book; that it guides towards the right path; that we professed Iman on it? This
is something to think abo%ﬂ@;fgéﬁéﬂj_

After thisthe Quran says: And they said: “No! We shall never
ascribe divinity to anyone beside our Sustainer (72:2).” It is obvious that they
did believe in God before this. All Arabs used to believe in God before the
Quran. But they used to believe in idol worship, “Jinn” worship, and
superstitions. They worshipped partners with God. Here, in this verse, they
are saying that, no, from now we will not bei&% 15 t66e BEcdngE s Book
teaches that there are no partners with God: “For
[we know] that sublimely exalted is our Sustainer’s majesty: no consort has
He ever taken unto Himself, nor a son (72:3)!” From this verse it is obvious
that they were Christians since they are saying that God has a wife as well as
a son. And now they are saying: “May God forgive us! We were indeed
misguided; that God is beyond these things.”It looks therefore from the above
that this was the final outcome of the teachings of the Quran that they
understood. Itis not necessary that they listened to the Quran only once; and
the Quran does not say more about this. It mentions this only as an episode;
and then it tells that this was revealed to the Prophet (PBUH) through
revelation (wahi) as he did not know thailisesds hbgaadit $8d6uins had
secretly listened to the Quran. Thenit says: “And
[now we know] that the foolish among us were wont to say outrageous things
about God (72:4) such as belief that God has wife and son; and that there are
other gods as partners with him. These kinds of things were common among
us but we were very foolish. These things are entirely against common sense
and reason. The correct concept of God comes d&i.J509I6sE toTLES
Eﬁ@kithat we have listened.” Now the Quran says:

“And we were mistaken when we thought that neither man nor those
among nomadic Bedouin tribes would ever tell a lie about God. We were
mistaken when we thought that neither the religious priests from our remote
hidden places nor those more famous religious leaders from the Eﬁ;{iﬂjlated



;20137 61 (NEAL L

towns would ever lie, would ever attribute a lie to God. We thought— —that
at least they will not do this. But, we were affected by the wrong beliefs that
they had spread. We simple and naive people used to believe that human
beings, whether living in urban areas or away in desert, would not dare to
attribute anything false Allah Aimighty.”

All this was propaganﬁ%%%g@ﬂ@iﬁgggﬁj‘ & 3[;3 143 S
The Quran continues: “In fact,
what happened was that people from urban areas, came to live with us and
taught us such foolish beliefs. Thus superstition became part of our culture.
When population of urban areas started mixing with tribal areas then the
religious leaders started spreading their false beliefs among us.” Very soon
this fictional narratives spread into the nomadic com@@@ﬁéﬁ&fnﬁgﬁ&d
théFednfusion among the population atlarge. Then

“The religious leaders started telling us: Your belief that no messenger
will ever come to this part of the world (i.e. in Arabia) was correct. They said
that they also believed the same thing. Accordingly, under these
circumstances, our soothsayers became our religious leaders. And whatever
they said was taken to be true, e.g., that whatever “holy” messages which
have come down to us from our ancestors should be considered as the last
message; that believing this was believing in God; that this was the last
revelation from God. And therefore, no messenger will come.” These things
were spread among us. But whatever we have now heard has gone further.
Thisis new messenger. Thisis a new Book.

Before, our soothsayers and our priests were fortunetelling our kismet by
using oracles, stars and superstitious occults and magic. They used to tell
their people that they are bringing news from the heavens for us. But now
they say: “After the Quran we are convinced that bringing news from heavens
is impossible for human beings. Now, the situation is such that, what to say of

reaching the heaven, we find that there are segififianztis € gh e HEsHnd
lil,égﬁjﬁ@ﬂ:&hg@éjthat do notallow us to go there.”

“notwithstanding that we were established in positions [which
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we had thought well-suited] to listening to [whatever secrets might be in] it:
and anyone who now [or ever] tries to listen will [likewise] find a flame (of
knowledge, logic, and reason) lying in wait for him (72:9)!”

Dear friends! | mentioned earlier that all these religious priests who pretend to
be scholars do not say anything on their own. They claim that they get this
knowledge from God which they then pass it on to people. Because of this
trickery they have been able to carve a high status in the community and able
to implant great respect for themselves in the hearts of people. They claim
that human kismet is decided in heaven and they are able to listen to that
decision. They brainwash people into thinking that they command invisible
forces that are able to reach heaven and waylay and listen to heavenly talks
through these invisible forces, which they then transmit to people. But,
according to these verses, we now see that the situation changed. These
nomadic Arab Bedouins who had secretly listened to the Quran say that, now,
that is no longer possible; that if someone predicts human kismet then he is
lying. Now, no one can reach the heavens anymore. Now, no one can bring
any news from there; not even an inkling of this! This can’t happen as no one
is allowed anywhere nearitanymore.

Ignorant talks based on superstition

My dear friends! Now you see? What we traditionally understand by “Jinn”
and what this word actually means in Surah Al-Jinn? We still believe in all
these ghosts, witches, and Jinnaat that we have mentally crafted since
childhood. And we continue to believe in the notion that they do this or that, or
they assume this or that form. But all these things are based on nothing but
superstitions. This Surah, Al-Jinn, in fact, has come to wipe out all these
superstitious beliefs from our minds. This Surah, indeed, wiped out not only
the existence of Jinnat—a product of human imagination—but it also wiped out
our beliefs in making prophecies based on numerology, geomancy,
prophecy, augury, astrology, sorcery, and occultism. The nomadic Bedouins
at least understood this and admitted that all these were based on
superstitions; that this was a period of their ignorance. They admitted that
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they used to believe and practiced these things but that that period has gone.
How in a beautiful way the Quran refuted all these wrong beliefs and

superstitions!? B 09,0 ot KN s 2 s 19215 s ATkl
P A SR TR R [

The Quran says about them: (72:10)
“Whatever we have done before about God we cannot know its result. But it
seems that destruction will come because attributing such wrong beliefs
about God, concocting wrong ideas and inventing superstitions and saying
that they are from God — these are not some small crimes? These are major
crimes. It seems though that destruction will come but we cannot say that we
will be saved because we have now rejected those false ideas. Also, we do
not know what God will do to our religious leaders. Only God knows whether
He will destroy them or He will accept their repentance. We cannot say with
certainty what the outcome of the Quranic revolution will be. Will the people
who oppose it perish; or will they attain a life offi§%Efebiasity; bialefing
the right course.” The Quran continues further:
(72:11) “We are saying this because people do not have the same mentality,
nor do they follow the same path. Some of us are noble and others are
different. As different people take to divergent courses, their reactions too
would vary. There is therefore the possibility of struggle which can result in
@mg@éwmﬁgggﬁgﬁuy@wgrstood how strong the power of God is.”
(72:12) — “We now realize that Allah’s
sovereignty is so powerful that we can neither defeat Him in our country, nor
can we escape to a place outside His jurisdiction because His law of requital
operates everywhere.”

Fighting Allah’s law

Those Bedouins admitted their past beliefs were wrong. They said: “Allah’s
law of requital is present everywhere. We are convinced now that destructive
consequences of wrong actions are certainly produced by Allah’s law of
requital. Neither one can stop them from producing its result nor one can run
away anywhere to avoid its grip.” So, there are only two ways: Either be with
Allah (i.e., be aligned with the law of Allah) or oppose and fight and try to
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defeat His law. This is one way. Or, the other way is to run away somewhere
that is outside of the operating boundary of this law. In the world it is possible
thatif there is a danger of being arrested in one nation then one can run away
to another nation where it is safe. But here in verse (72:12) the Quran says
that Allah’s sovereignty and power is over entire Universe and Heavens so
one can neither escape from His grip nor defeat Him? So beware! Hand of
God is extremely severe in its grip! So, those Bedouin’s continued: “We have
fgﬁﬁbédj\fﬁ@:%ﬂusion that it is in our interests to accept these laws.”
(72:13) “This was the reason GhiASadEBs e kbE
the Quranic guidance, we believed in itstruth.”
(72:13) — “And he who believes in his Sustainer need never have fear of loss
or injustice. He will never suffer humiliation. He will be fully rewarded for his
deeds and live a life of dignity and honor.” The Quran has told that being

numiie g st s SPURSIYESL oAl
(72:14) “Yet [it is true] that among
us are such as have surrendered themselves to the laws of Allah - just as
there are among us such as have abandoned themselves to wrongdoing and
injustice. Now as for those who surrender themselves to Him - it is they that
have attained to consciousness of what is right and true guidance. So, itis not
just to have conviction in the laws of@ﬁl}’jﬁﬁ}ﬁ%@jﬁgﬂ&ﬁéntial to continue to
struggle and act according to them.” (72:15) — “But as
for those who abandon themselves to wrongdoing - they are indeed but fuel
for the fires of hell!”

Dear friends! Those nomadic Bedouins who went back to their tribe after
listening to the Quran and had discussions among themselves, the Quran
has quoted their discussions verbatim in these verses (72:1-15) that we have
covered in today’s lecture. After this another topic starts. Today we completed
up to verse 15 of Surah Al-Jinn. We will continue with verse 16 in the next

lecture. aldi e an e, & ks

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of
what we speak and witat issliddsty in our hearts. (2:127)
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