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The Human Self and Allah

Episode No. 16

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Ejaz Rasool)

7 Razzagiyat (Provision of Rizg)

That means of sustenance which is received from some direction as a gift is called Rizg.
But there is one distinction in its basic meaningand that is that it should be received at
the timethat it is required. Hence, the meaning of R/zg is that means of sustenance
which is receivedfreely from Allah according to the need of everythingwithout any
effort or repayment. It should be made clear that 'getting Riz4' does not mean that ready
baked bread is put into the mouth of man. By Rizgis meant that all the resources for the
physical needs of man are present in the earth which every needy one can obtain. This
wide and vast surface of the carth is thebanqueting table (Maida)for the numerous and
diverse favours of that Allah Ragzzagwhich is spread out equally for His creation. The
One Who has created creationhas also made arrangements for its Rizg Himself:

It is Allah Who has created you: further, He has provided for your sustenance; then He
will cause you to die; and again He will give you life. Are there any of your 'Partners' who
can do any single one of these things? ...(30:40)

7.1  Rizgfrom the Heavens and Earth

He has organised the system of the universe in such a way, and it isbusy in carrying out
its duties in such a manner, that allthe means and resources of Riggkeep appearing
before man:

Who has made the earth your couch, and the heavens your canopy; and sent down rain
from the heavens; and brought forth therewith fruits for your sustenance... (2:22)

Accumulating stores of water in the lofty skies and then producing life-giving R/zg from
the dead landthrough these - these are all the amazing displays of His attribute of

Razzagr:

It 1s Allah Who has created the heavens and the earth and sends down rain from the skies,
and with it brings out fruits wherewith to feed you ...(14:32)

Rain is both a cause for the production of Rizgand is Rizgin itself because water is an
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indispensable part of Rizg:

...and the fact that Allah sends down sustenance from the sky, and revives therewith the
earth after its death...(45:5)

The initial source of life is also water and the cause for its continuing existence too.The
continuous flow of the stream of lifeis a result of its blessings:

... We made from water every living thing...(21:30) See also (50:9-11)

7.2 System of Rizgisin Allah's Hand

This system of Rizg is established through the planned execution of the Creator of the
heavens and earth and none can dare to deny this fact. Even the materialist who verbally
denies the existence of God will also accept this fact that this system is not
thehandiwork of man. This is another matter that he will give the name of 'laws of
Nature' to this system. But who is going to deny this fact that 'laws' can never
beimplemented without the existence of a deciding power with the freedom to choose -
this Beingis called Allah:

Say: "Who is it that sustains you {in life) from the sky and from the earth? or Who s it
that has power over hearing and sight? And Who 1s it that brings out the living from the
dead and the dead from the living? and Who is it that rules and regulates all affairs?'They
will soon say, 'Allah' ...(10:31)

The Quran, with its unique style of reasoning, by presenting the awesome system of the
universe to us, directsthe human mind to the Oneness of Allah. This is because the
overwhelming wonder of the system of the universe draws man to reach this conclusion
that the Will of a Being with freedom to choose and possessing intentis workingbehind
this system. And its integrity and harmonypoints to this fact that the Being possessing
free will is 'One’ and Alone i.e. in the whole of the universe there only one law is in
action:

Or, Who originates creation, then repeats it, and Who gives you sustenance from the

heaven and the earth? (can there be another) god besides Allah? Say, 'Bring forth your
argument, if you are telling the truth! (27:64)See also(35:3)

7.3  No-one else Possesses Authority overRizg

This was the general aspect of this belief that only Allah provides Rizg. Alongside this,
the practical aspect of this is also made evident that other than Him no-one else is the
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controller ofRizg. By combining these two parts the completion of Eimaan takes place:

And follow others than Allah, such as have no power of providing them, for sustenance
(Rizq), with anything in the heavens or the earth, and cannot possibly have such power?

(16:73)

In this short verse the Quran has negated all those 'gods’ whose obedience and
subjugation is accepted because man (of his own accord) thinks that the provision
ofRizg is in their control. But the reality is that regardless whether the gods and
goddesses are of the era of 'superstition' or are human gods of the era of 'civilisation
and enlightenment', R/zg is not in anyone's hand, it is only in Allah's hand, and when
Rizg only comes from His direction, then leaving Him,how can there be slavery and
subjugation to someone else?

...The things that you follow besides Allah have no power to give you sustenance: then
seek you sustenance from Allah, serve Him, and be grateful to Him: to Him will be your

return. (29:17)
It He shuts off the sources of sustenance, then no power can open them:

Or who is there that can provide you with Sustenance if He were to withhold His
provision? ...(67:21)

Leaving aside the shutting off of all means of sustenance, if there is even the slightest
variation in this system e.g, clean and pure water rising from the sea becomes clouds and
all its contaminants(which are responsible for its salinity) remain behind in the sea — if
any change occurs in this system and the seawater becomes clouds just as it is and in the
same format begins to rain upon the earth, just consider how witheven with this minor
change what the state of the world will become. Through this balanced system He
provides R/zg to mankind and desires nothing in return:

... We ask you not to provide sustenance: We prov{de it for you.. .{20:132}

This is the distinction between the true Sustainer and 'false gods'.

7.4  Beneficial Rizg

All the things which Allah has created as Rizg, those are Tayyab, pure, beneficial and
pleasant,apart fromthe consumption of those which Allah Himself has forbidden.
Hence, those things which Allah has declared to be Ha/a/and beneficial, no-one has the
right to label them as being Haram and detrimental:
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Say: Who has forbidden the beautiful (giftsj of Allah, which He has produced for His
servants, and the things, clean and pure, (which He has providedj for sustenance? ...

(7:32)

In another verse it is stated that Allah has provided for youR/izg of pleasant things
(16:72). But those things which He has created as Hala/ and beneficial, pure and useful,
man makes them Haram and harmful through the intervention of his hands. Some
examples of turning these from beneficial to injurious, useful to harmtful, are glaringly
clear, Water is absolutely life-giving but when it overflows and exceeds limits, then this
same water becomes a cause for fatalities. Hence, it is also important tokeep in view the
defined scales in the use of everything, Transgressing the limit of these scales is called
Asraaf (exceeding the limits) which is destructive. The Quran states:

...eat and drink: Bur waste not by eXCess. . .(7:3 I)

In another verse it is stated that Allah has produced various kinds of fruitsfor you, so cat
these fruits, and when you harvest the crop,then from that distribute His share as a right
aswell. The Quran states:

...But waste not by excess, for Allah loves not the wasters...(7:31)

And do not exceed the limits becauseHe does not like those who exceed limits. This is
that breaking of laws, the effects and consequences of which manifest intrinsically very

quickly.
7.5 Observing the Divine Limits

But certain situations are such where the consequences and effects of breakingthe laws
do not become apparent immediately, and man does not perceive them discernibly. This
is that point where the guidance of a visionary is needed. A kidney stone does not form
in a day. It is the consequence of months and sometimes years of a gradual
imperceptible process. During this time the patient is not even aware that those things
which he is consuming considering them to be extremely beneficial, how harmful these
are becoming for him. Here a physician is required, who by diagnosing through
symptoms and signs,can say which things are harmful for him. That physician will
forbidcertain items permanently for him because they do not suit this patient's
constitution, and some things he will give permission to be consumed in a
specificcombination. For the sake of his health this patient will first of all need to have
confidence in the expertise of this physician,after this trust he will need to follow his
instructions to the letter. If he does not do this, he will not have the fortune to
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at tain good health.

This example is related to physical health. But for man diseases of the physical body are
not as harmful as those harmful diseases which result in damage to hisself
(personality). Through diseases of the body his current life becomes miserable, but
through the second type of diseases both his presentlife as well as the life to come in the
hereafter become a continuous hell. Hence, the Quran which is a complete code for the
whole life of man provides full instructions like an expert physician andkinddoctor. In
this respect, certain things are such regarding which the Quran states that these are not
suitable for the disposition of humanity; this is why the command was given to not even
go near them. Some are those about which the Quran states that these things are
intrinsically useful and beneficial but the manner in whichthey are utilised results in a
difference in their effects.

7.6  PrescribingHala/and Haram

If we pick fruit from our own orchard and eat it then it is beneficial and Ha/a/, but if we
steal fruit from the orchard of another and eat it, then that same fruit is Flaram and
harmful i.e. both fruits are of the same kind, their properties are similar, if their
constituents are analysed there will be no difference in the composition of both. But due
to thedifference in the 'manner of use' there will be the difference of life and death in
their result. A materialist cannot comprehend this distinction. He states that the same
kind of things can be purchased with the money from a thief as with the money from a
labourer. In order to understand this difference (as explained in the first example),it is
essential to have conviction in the expertise of the physician and this is what is called
Eimaan. This is what is absent in the heart of the materialist and its consequence isthat
today no 'health' is visible in any aspect of human life. The whole of Europe and as a
consequence the whole world is turning into such a hell whose flames are turning
humanity into a heap of ash.

It should be made clear that having conviction in the 'expertise of a physician'is initially
in the form of 'Eimaan in the unseen' but after this the results of its treatment will
convert this 'Eiwaarn in the unseen' into conviction based on evidence.

In any event the Quran, like a compassionate physician,emphasises that whatever is
bestowed by Allahas Rizg, should be consumed using pure methods and not through
Haram means ie. firstly, do not set yourself to make decisions about Hala/ and
Haranyourself, insteadact according to that same decisionthat your 'expert physician'
has made:

SHY: 'SE‘.C you Wl‘l&t things AH&[’I has sent dOWl’l to you fOI‘ sustenance? YE‘.t you hOld
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forbidden (Haram) some things thereof and some lawful (Halal)." Say: 'Has Allah indeed
permitted you, or do you invent (things) to attribute to Allah?' (10:59)

There is another point implicit in the consumption in a "pure manner'of those things
which have been declared as Hala/ by Allah. This means that it is not essential that an
individual must eat all the Ha/a/ things of the world. "Pure' means that which produces
pleasant and positive results. Therefore, from these Hala/ things, that thing which
someone does not like andis not according to preference or is unsuitable for health,
should not be consumed. The difference which is present in not eating something in this
wayandin considering something to be Haranz1s obvious.

It has already been stated above that as a result of the method used for obtaining Rizg,
the nature of Rizg and its effectschange. If Rizgis obtained through legitimate means
then this Rizg becomes balanced Rizg, pure Rizg and honourable Rizg. This kind
ofRizgis the portion belonging to those people who have Einaan in Allah and who make
efforts underHis defined laid down laws.

7.7  Honourable (Kareem)Rizq
The Quran states:

Those who accept Eimaan and work righteousness, for them is protection and a sustenance

most honoured (Kareemj. {:ZZ:SO) See also (E’i:‘ﬁl-r 11:88, 24:26)

The question is, what is it that is known asRizg e Kareem (sustenance with dignity) and
how is it obtained? The matter is evidently clear. One society is that in which the means
of sustenance are in the grip and control of a few human beings, while the remainder of
the population arereliant and dependent on them for their daily bread. They extract
work out of these dependent people according to their will; in this way their own
dependency forces them intoservitude. It is obvious that self-respect and eminence of
humanity cannot endure by obtaining sustenance in this way. This is the bread of
humiliation and bondage. Contrary to this, an alternative society is one in whichthe
sources of sustenance are not in the ownership of any individual, instead they arethe
means to fulfil all the needs of the needy, and the people who organise and manage it,
administer it in such a way that no individual remains deprived of his needs. In this, no
individual is dependent on any other individual nor is he a servant. In this society every
individual receives sustenance with respect and dignity.

The teaching of the Quran is that wherever theJamaat ¢ Momineenmay be, theyshould
make efforts to establish this kind of Quranic system. If they are successful in this, then
thatis great. Butif they see that the environment there cannot become favourable in any
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way at all for this type of society, then they should migrate to such a land which is
tavourable for such a society (provided that such aland exists somewhere). They are told
that they should not give up and by 'cutting off their feet' remainsitting in this
unfavourable environment purely under the influence of the fear of dyingfrom
hungerif they left this piece of land and moved to another place. They are directed:

O My servants who have Eimaan! truly, spacious is My Earth: therefore, only follow Me!
(29:56)

In the terminology of the Quran this is called Hijrat (migration). After Hijrat the next
and final stage is that of [ibad and Qital (fighting), and it is a fact that among righteous
deeds this has the highest status in which a Memin presents his greatest and most
precious possession, in other words such ashis life, in the establishment and
strengthening of the Divinesystem. If the consequence of such a righteous deed is not
Rizqg e Kareews then of what other deed will it be?

Those who have Eimaan, and adopt exile, and ﬁght in the path of Allah as well as those
who give (them) asylum and aid, these are (all) in very truth Momineen: for them is the

protection and a Kareem Rizq. (8:74) See also (8:20, 10:93)

7.8 Power in the Land and R/zgin the Life of the Hereafter

These are those righteous deeds whose consequencesare power and statechood, and Rizg
¢ Kareemr in this world. The life of success and eminence — that life in which man only
bows his head beforethe laws of the One Allah — is the most respectable and steadfast
life. However, this Rizgdoes not remain confined to this world only, in the life of the
hereafterit is bestowedby Allah as Rizg elayyab.First of all,consider theMujahideen who
lay down their life in the cause of Allah. In return for the spilling of their sanctified
blood,when their nation gains power in the land and as a consequence obtainsRszg ¢
Kareem (honoured sustenance) in this life, these martyrs are gifted Rizg from their Rabb:

Think not of those who are slain in Allah's way as dead. Nay, they live, finding their
sustenance (Rizq) in the presence of their Rabb...(3:169)

Those migrants who lay down their lives in the cause of Allah are also given glad tidings
of Rizge Hasna:

Those who leave their homes in the cause of Allah, and are then slain or die, on them will
Allah bestow verily a goodly provision: Truly Allah is He Who bestows the best provision.
(22:58)
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