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The Human Self and Allah

Episode No. 6

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Ejaz Rasool)

About the messenger Ilyas:

Will you call upon Bal® (Ilaah) and forsake the Best of Creators — Allah, your
Sustainer and Cherisher, And the Sustainer and Cherisher of your fathers of old?
(37:125-126)

Towards the end of his lifefacob also took this pledge from his offspring. The

Quran states:

Were you witnesses when death appeared before Jacob? Behold, he said to his sons:
"What will you follow after me? They said: "We shall follow your Ilaah and the Ilaah
of your fathers - of Abraham, Ismail and Isaac — the one (True) Ilaah to Him we

bow (in Islam)'. (2:133)
And about the messenger Dhua/Nun (Jonah of the fish):

And remember Dhu al Nunwhen he departed in wrath: he imagined that We had no
power over him! But he cried through the depths of darkness: "There is no Ilaah but
You: Glory to You: I was indeed wrong!' (21:87)

Moses also said the same to his people when they petitionedhim for an idol to be
carvedfor them for worship:

He said: 'Shall I seek for you an [aahother than the {truc) Allah, when it is Allah
Who has endowed you with gifts above other nations?' (7:140)

This was because at the Divine Station of Twrhe (Moses) was entrusted with this
same commandment:

"Verily, I am Allah: There is no Ilaah but I: So serve you Me (only) and establish
@ Ba/— this was the name of adeity. (Ed)
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Salat to celebrate My message. (20:14)

This was also the teaching of Jesus which he will affirm in front of Allah:
And behold! Allah will say: 'O Jesus the son of Mary! Did you say unto men, '
Follow me and my mother as Ilaahsin derogation of Allah?'He will say: 'Glory to

You! Never could T say what I had no right (to say). Had T said such a thing, You
would indeed have known it...For You know in full all that is hidden'. (5:1 16)

2.3  The Teaching of the Quran

This same teaching, protected and preserved in complete form,was passed onto
the whole of mankind via Rasul-ullah® The Quran states:

...'Can you possibly bear witness that besides Allah there is another Ilaah?' Say:
'No, I cannot bear witness!" Say: 'But in truth He is the Ilaah, and I truly am
innocent of (your shirk of) joining others with Him. (6:19)

In Surah A#Taunbait is stated:

But if they turn away, say: 'Allah suffices me; there is no Ilaah but He, on Him is
my trust. He is the Sustainer of the Throne Supreme'. (9:129)

In Surah Ra'ad:

...Say:'He is my Sustainer!There is no Ilaah but Him! On Him is my trust, and to

Him do I return!' (13:30)
This teaching was revealed via Pabi (revelation):

Say: "What has come to me by Wahi is that, your Ilaah is one Ilaah: Will you
therefore bow to His Will {follow His laws)?' (21:108)

The same Wahiis referred to in another verse as follows:
Say you: 'l am but a man like you:It is revealed to me by inspiration (through Wahi), that
your llaah is one Ilaah...'(41:6)

@ Rasul-ullah — the last messenger o Allah, Muhammad (PBUH). (Ed)
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Then itis stated:

Say: 'Truly am [ a warner, no [laah is there but the one Allah, Supreme and

Irresistible'. (38:65)
Emphasis is placed on this same teaching by the following words:
Know, therefore, that there is no Ilaah but Allah...(47:19)
Inanother verseitis stated:

Allah! There is no Ilaah but He: and on Allah, therefore, let the Momineen
(be[ieversj put their trust. (64:13}

This was mention of the messengers individually. Collectively, it is stated:

Not a messenger did We send before you without this Wahi sent by Us to him: that
there is no Ilaah but I: therefore follow and serve Me. (21:25)

This is that teaching whose source 1s the Divine guidance. Whatever errors
occurred in this teaching, they were all the created machinations of the human
mind. Allah Himself is a witness on the established evidence-basedtruth of this
teaching, His angels (forces) are a witness, and those learned scholars are a
witness who establish a system of justice in the world:

There is no Ilaah but He: that is the witness of Allah, His Malaika and those

endued with knowledge, standing firm on justice. There is no Ilaah bur He the
exalted in Power, the Wise. (3:18)

The pristine concept of the truellaahis found within the Quran:

And your Ilaah is One Ilaah: there is no Ilaah but He, Rehman and l{aheem‘.]
(2:163)

@ Rebwman and Raheen —both these terms have a common root Rebsr (R-H-M) which has
basic meanings of softness, provision of means of protection and cover. It is related to
sources of sustenance and nourishment. Rehw also means a mother's womb which
provides nourishment without any recompense to a child. For further details see Lughar-

ul-OuranNol. 1, p. 548. (Lid)
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That l/aahabout Whom itis declared:

Allah is He, other than Whom there is no Ilaah, Who knows (all things) both secret
and open, He is Rehman and Raheem. Allah is He, other than Whom there is no
laah, the Sovereign, the Quddus,o the source of peace {:md perfection), the
Providerof peace, the Preserver of safet}?, the Exalted in mig]‘lt, the Irresistible, the
Supreme. Glory to Allah! Beyond is He above the partners they ascribe to Him. He
is Allah, the Creator, the Evolver, the Bestower of Forms, to Him belong the most
balancedattributes, whatever is in the heavens and the earth do follow His laws and

He is the exalted in might, the Wise. (59:22-24)
He is that [laah whose attributes are the following:

Allah! There is no Ilaah but he — the Living, the Self-subsisting, Eternal. No
slumber can seize Him nor sleep. His are all things in the heavens and on carth.
Who is there that can intercede in His presence except as he permits (as per His

Law)? He knows what (appears to His creatures as) before or after or behind them.
Nor shall they compass aught of His knowledge except as He wills (per His Law).
His Knowledge and Sovereignty extends over the heavens and the earth, and He
feels no Fat[gue n guarding and pl‘eserving them.For He is the Most High, the
Supreme. (2:255)

Man makes as his god the one whom he believes to be the possessor of some
authority and power. And the Quran uproots from its foundationeven the very
concept of this, that other than Allah anyone else possesses any authority and
power at a fundamental level. Therefore, when no-one elseother than Allaheven
possesses any authority and power, then how can there be any god (llaah) other
than Him? The Quran states:

Say: "Think you, if Allah took away your hearing and your sight, and sealed up your
hearts, who — an Ilaah other than Allah — could restore them to you?' See how We
explain the signs by various symbols, yet they turn aside. (6:46)

At this point in time we have only briefly mentioned a few attributes of the true
llaah. Since detailed explanationsof all the attributes of Allah will be given in the

@ Owddns — means someone being free from all kinds of faults and blemishes; an

attribute of Allah. The rootis O-D-5. See Lughat-nl-Quran, Vol. 2, p 337. (Ed)
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following pages, it istherefore not necessary to go into these details in this
chapter. At this stage it is also essential to make this much clear, that thetruellaab
of the Quranis the llaah of the whole of mankind:

The Tlaah of mankind. (114:3)

Heis the One Allah of everyone, irrespective of colour, race, nation, country, and
when there is only one laah, then the whole of mankind is one brotherhood in
which racial or national differentiation can have no place. This concept of
universal brotherhood and unity of mankind takes birth from the concept of the
llaah of the Quran. The Quran has also informed us of this fact that the creation
of the whole of mankind originated froma single cell (39:6) and all human beings
are part of one universal brotherhood, among whom the common
valueconnecting them is the Oneness of Allah. (Details of these matters will be
found at their respective places).

2.4 Addressing Intellect and Reasoning

It is not the way of the Quran to make someone accept a belief contrary to
intellect and reasoning; it always appeals to a true intellect and a good heart.
When it extended an invitation towards one [/zah, it was not because (Allah
forbid) it could not bear to watch the 'gods' of other religions or other nations
being worshipped, but was because it is a fact that there can only be one Iaa/:

If there were, in the heavens and the earth, other Ilaahs besides Allah, there would
have been confusion in both! But glory to Allah, the Rabb of the Throne, (high is
He) above what they attribute to Him! (21:22)

Details of this aspect arestatedin another verse as:

No progeny did Allah beget, D01 is there any Ilaah along with Him: (if there were

@ This is a statement of fact which requires our profound attention. Whatever we as
human beings acquire as we live our life becomes a part of our self, which we cannot pass
on to our children e.g, our experiences, education, training, knowledge etc, Allah's Self is
infinitely developed, and He is non-physical as we understand our body; hence there is
no question of even having any thought of progeny of Allah. According to the Quran,
there is nothing in the universe like Him and He is beyond the ability of human
imagination and conception. (Ed)
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many Ilaahs), behold, each Ilaah would have taken away what he had created, and some
would have lorded it over others! Glory to Allah! (He is free)from the (sort of)

thingstheyartribute to Him. (23:91)

Though this is merely a short sentence, from the viewpoint of meaning thereisa
wortld of realities concealed within it. By reflecting on the coordination and
harmony of the system of the universe, this reality will become evident that this
great and mightyscheme is following a special programme, and that there is a
precisesynchronization and mutual relationship in the constituents of this
machinery which mesmerizes the intellect. This amazing complex cannot
function with this degree of order and precision unless theauthority controlling it
is not one. In the presence of two forces possessing different intentions this
system cannot function for even one moment. In the movement and trevolution
of the sun, if there is even a difference of one thousandth of a second, the solar
system will disintegrate within a moment. Discoveries of science have made this
reality clear that those things of the universe which seem apparently independent,
isolated and unrelated, are in fact also mutually dependent upon cach other and
interrelated. From this it is clear that if there are two,or more than two,
permanent beingspossessing powers of freedom to choose in arranging the
affairs of the universe, then the consequence will bea dichotomy of outcomes!
The Quran has used one word,la-Fasadata,for this consequencein which the true
picture of 'dichotomous outcomes' or anarchy is present. When every link in the
chain of somesystem is working correctly in its own place, then that system is
functioning optimally, and not being in a state of optimum is calledFasad, in
which that system becomes disturbed and dispersed, and becomes non-
functional, and the mutual coordination and synchronizationbetween its
constituentsdisappears. This Fasadis created as a result of commands from more
than one authority. If there are two fully autonomous drivers inside an engine,
then by imagining the consequences which will ensuefrom the implementation
of their own individualintentions, the detailed meaning of [a-Fasadatacan be
comprehended. The concept of different gods (whether these are permanent
entities like Aharman o Yazdan®  or different disciples of one Brahmalike a
goddess or god, or manifestations of his different powers e.g. Shiv, Iishnuetc.) is a
remnant of the infantile intellectual period of the human mind, when it used to
be thought that there is no coordination and harmonization between the
different parts of the system of the universe, instead, they function separately
from each other. Winds blow by their own force, therefore there is a need for the

@ Abarman o Yazdan—two gods in ancient Persian belief system. (Ed)
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god Dayo. Rain happens with its own force, therefore there is a need for the god

Inder. Birth, life and death — there is a need for a separate god for each and all. But
when human intellect, having reached its adulthood, witnessed this state of the
universe through observations and experiencesthat 'spliz the beart of a particle, and
blood will drip from the sun', thenwhere is the possibility for such a belief that the
system of the universe is functioning under more than one authority?

The Quran, which assesses realities on the anvil of knowledge and intellect and
erases superstition and ignorance, has stated that that Being is the possessor of
infinite powers and limitless authority. And He is notin need of this - that various
agents and workers should become His hands and arms and assist Him by being
in charge of various departments in order to manage and organise the universe.

Turning away from the physical universe, if we look at the social, public and
cultural life of man, there too the modern era is the best (or worst) model of the
Fasad(confusion and conflict) which is produced by the belief in many 'gods’. The
fire of these troubles and conflicts, dissatisfaction and absence of tranquility is
raging because men have kept separate 'gods’ carved out, and the 'god' of one is
engaged in battle with another. (Details of these gods will be given later). In place
ofall these different 'gods';makeonerealllaal the centre and then see if all this
chaosconverts into peace or not. This chaos exists only because the human mind
has created more than one I/aah. The 'I/aal’ of one nation does not allow another
nation to exist. The 'god" of one nation is devouring up the people of another
nation. Every 'lfaal', taking its own 'subjects' and its own party with it,is
overpoweringthe other. Everywhere there is conflict, there is not a vestige of
equilibrium to be found anywhere. The solution of the universal ideology for
which man is searching will be foundonly in this doctrine, that the God of all
countries and nationsi.e. the whole of mankind, is only one Allah and also that
the whole world should follow only His laws. This is the reason why the Quran
has opposed Shirk so severely because no system can remain in its correct

statethrough Shirk. Warning after warning is given not to propose any other I/aah
with Allah:

And make not another Ilaah an object of obedience alongwith Allah: I am from
Him a warner to you, clear and open! (SI:SI}

To Be Continued

@ A quote from M. Igbal, philosopher and poet. (Ed)
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