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Surah Muhammad (3a>-) —

Durus-al-Qur'an: Chapter 1

By G. A. Parwez (Episode No.2)
(Translated by: Mansoor Alam)

The Quran uses logic and proof (not sword) to convince humans of

the veracity of it claims

Now let us analyze the familiar rhetoric that “Islam spread by sword.” To
start with let us ask the question: who used the sword for the very first
time? The answer: The Quraysh, who wanted to wipe out the Prophet
(PBUH) and his companions? The Prophet (PBUH) and his small band
of companions had to leave Mecca and took shelter as refugees in
Medina — a faraway place considering the means of communication
those days. But what did the Quraysh do to them? Fully armed, they
launched one military attack after another to wipe out Islam and
Muslims. I do not want to go into the concept of Jihad in Islam as we have
covered that many time before. But I want to make it absolutely clear that
Islam did not spread by the sword nor could it ever expand by the sword.
Ifanyone says that “Islam spread by sword,” then it goes against the clear
guidance and order of the Quran.

The Quran says that one's Iman (belief in Islam) must be based on
knowledge and wisdom; that it must be based on intellect and thought;
that it must be based on logic and proof; and that it must satisfy one's
heart and mind. After all this if one believes that the Quran's realities are
indeed true, then only this will be called Iman according to the Quran.
Otherwise not. Well then, it is clear that this kind of Iman cannot happen
even by coercion, let alone by the force of sword. The Quran goes so far
as to say that if one willingly, but blindly believes it, then it would not be
considered Iman. So, the rhetoric “Islam spread by sword” is nothing but
propaganda and false pronouncement against [slam.

Prophet's life in Mecca and then as refugee in Medina

The Prophet (PBUH) lived for 13 years in Mecca. The Quraysh didn't let
him have a single day of peace during all these 13 years. Some people
had to take shelter in Abyssinia; some others in other places. Those in



2019 62 (U7

Mecca were subjected to extreme suffering and even torture. While all
this was happening the Prophet (PBUH) was busy in laying down the
foundation of an organizational structure for his divine program. He was
busy in educating and training his companions. He was busy fortifying
their character and purifying their hearts. He was building this group
with exemplary character so that they will stand out as shining stars in the
world. This was the group that was to lay the foundation of the Islamic
system. The question then arose as to which place was suitable for
implementing this system. The people of Medina who had become
Muslims stepped forward and offered their help and support to the
Prophet (PBUH) to come to Medina and to establish the divine system.
Quraysh's war against Prophet (PBUH) even after migration to
Medina

So, the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions left Mecca for Medina as
refugees; and started the process for establishing the divine program.
Quraysh knew that the system that Prophet (PBUH) was inviting people
to, if it ever gets established anywhere then their tripartite system — of
Autocracy, Priesthood, and Capitalism — cannot last.

The distance between Mecca and Medina is around three hundred miles.
The only way to travel those days was by foot or camel that was several
days journey. The Prophet (PBUH) and his companions were busy
establishing their program in Medina, saying nothing to Quraysh. But
the Quraysh did not leave them alone in Medina either. In year 2 A.H.
they travelled to Medina with a large army of more than 2000 men with
full military preparation to attack Medina. Our Prophet (PBUH) and
companions were around 300 people, a group of refugees totally
unprepared for such a large scale attack by the Quraysh. Muslim
community of Medina weren't used to warfare either; and they did not
have their own state. So, they could not mobilize their own army to fight
the Quraysh. Under the situation there were only two choices before the
Muslims: 1) Surrendering to Quraysh and accepting all their demands.
But then, under the customs of those days, this meant being enslaved or
killed by Quraysh; or 2) Come outside of Medina and fight the much
larger and fully equipped army of Quraysh and die while fighting. So, the
Muslims came out of Medina to the place called Badra and faced the
army of Quraysh. They fought Quraush with unwavering conviction in
Allah and with steadfast determination and great fortitude. The mighty
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Quraysh were defeated.

The continuous war waged by Quraysh for seven years after the
battle of Badr

My dear friends, what does all this show? Did Islam spread by sword?
After the Quraysh were defeated at the battle of Badr, did the Prophet
(PBUH) and his companions chase them back to Mecca to punish them
for their aggressive behavior? The Quraysh were very vulnerable and
weak after their defeat at Badr and any other adversary would have taken
full advantage of the situation and chased Quraysh back to Mecca and
would have finished them once and for all. This would have been
perfectly justified according to rules of war. But the Prophet (PBUH)
didn't do that. On the other hand, the Quraysh kept attacking the Prophet
(PBUH) and his companions every year — even up to three times a year —
until 7" A.H. They even started inviting other tribes to join in this fight
against the Prophet (PBUH). The Prophet (PBUH) and companions had
no choice but to fight these enemies — to sacrifice themselves to protect
Islam. We can see that there is no question that Islam spread by the
sword. In fact, it was the other way around. Enemies of Islam wanted to
wipe out Islam by the sword. And Muslims had no choice but to defend
Islam. History shows that early Muslims always fought a defensive war
when attacked. And everyone has the right to defend oneself. The Quran
gave permission to Muslims to defend themselves with full mlght &)
| galls 2630 &) 58 3l (22:39) — 1t is for this reason that permission is
hereby given to the people (Momineen) who have been very oppressed
and against whom war is being wrongfully waged, to fight (in self-
defense), What was their crime that they were being attacked? u-MJ\
dmﬂg}ﬂu\y\u;)mawmw\ﬁﬁ?w_;@umwwu\d\ Y3l
¥ SRR A 5K i 5 Gl 3lm 5 45 el 3088 a5 a1l il A1
sk & ;si (22:40) — The only fault of the oppressed people who were
unjustifiably driven from their homes was that they proclaimed Allah
alone as their Sustainer. But evil rebellious forces never easily permit
that. Imagine, if Allah had not enabled people to defend themselves
against others and let loose the rebellious forces to do whatever they
liked, then they would have not even spared places of worship like
monasteries, churches, synagogues and mosques, where Allah's name 1s
proclaimed profusely. These places would have been pulled down long
ago. Allah will thus most certainly help any group which rises to defend
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the divine system based on justice and equity (wherein the freedom to
worship is the basic right). Indeed Allah is most powerful and reigns
supreme over everything. Think about it my friends! At what point
divine permission is being given to fight. Prophet (PBUH) and his
companions had been driven away from their homes in Mecca. They
were helpless refugees in Medina. And then the Meccans brought their
huge army to attack them in Medina.

If fight against evil forces become inevitable, then fight them with
full force

My dear friends, it was at this point that permission was given for the first
time to fight back — in self-defense. And when the fight was imposed on
Muslims then they were told to give their all for this fight; they were
asked to fight with all their might. If not, then conceding to their demands
would have meant leaving Islam; it would have meant abandoning the
(2 (Deen); it would have meant accepting FALSEHOOD (Baatil - Jhb);
and most of all, it would have meant worse than death. This is what the
next verse exp]alns \}M (&,}u_\;_a\ \J\ L;\;g_a\ﬁ J\ g_a‘)ma RS u_d\ ("‘"ﬂ \.Jlﬁ
uSJj?@_mH_NAJJ\;m}JJJS: \A_)\J_j\t_\)al\ if\ag\dsu\jm\-@u\ﬁdhjﬂ
silae ] Bl ol adl Je 15k G301 5 ué"-‘-’es-hé’—‘}u (47:4) — The enemy's
opposition has transgressed to the extent that a clash seems imminent.
Therefore when you face them in the battlefield, you too should kill
them. And when their strength is broken and you have fully subdued
them, the remaining should be taken into your custody as prisoners of
war (8:67). Then (as the circumstances demand) set them free either as
an act of grace or after taking ransom (monetary reward or by exchange
of your own prisoners), till all possibilities of waging war are eliminated
(and peace and order returns). It is for this purpose that you are permitted
to raise arms. Also remember that if Allah had so willed, He could have
punished these opponents in other ways. However He desires that an
open clash like this would clearly show how much capability you have
acquired to fight against the enemy and to survive. As for those who have
laid down their lives for the establishment of the Divine Order, rest
assured that their deeds will not go to waste. Life is a continuous journey
and does not end with physical death.

At the time, in the entire world — and especially among the Arabs — it was
custom to make prisoners of wars slaves and their women concubines.
Muslims could have done that and the Quraysh would have accepted it as
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being normal action pertaining to war. But that would have been against
the (2 (Deen); that would have been against Allah's command regarding
humankind: &3 & GsK 3al5 (17:70) — Indeed We have conferred dignity
on every human being. So, what to do with the Quraysh who became
prisoners of war in the hands of Muslims?

Eternal principle of the Quran regarding prisoners of war

My dear friends, now comes an extremely important point. Making
slaves and concubines through warfare was commonly accepted norm
those days. They were considered as commodities to be bought and sold;
they were given as gifts to be used the way one preferred. Concubines
were distributed among victorious soldiers for their pleasure and service.
These were considered perfectly permissible acts those days. It was in
this prevailing environment, my dear friends that the Quran said: s &lé
£13 &) 5 35 (47:4) — Then set them free either as an act of grace or after
taking ransom (monetary reward) or by exchange of your own prisoners.
Allahu Akbar! Do you see my friends what Islam did to the world? What
an incredible revolution the Prophet (PBUH) created in the world? What
an extraordinary pronouncement was delivered to the world in a couple
of words that forever stopped slavery, the worst kind of inhuman practice
meted out to human beings? However, it is shameful what the religious
priesthood had done in the name of Islam. It is so ironic and heart-
wrenching that it has sanctioned slavery in the name of Islam.

Religion sanctions slavery —in the name of Islam

Turning against Allah's (z2 (Deen), turning against the above clear
injunction of Allah, turning against the Prophet's action of forever
forbidding slavery — our custodians of religion say that making slaves
and concubines are allowed in Islam. To do this they self-crafted religion
and promulgated man-made Sharia to replace the (22 (Deen) of Allah at
the behest of Mulukiyah. The kings — who (mis)named themselves as
Khalifa —turned against the practices of rightly-guided Khalifas and laid
the foundation of hereditary kingship against the clear injunctions of the
Quran. They used to have three thousand concubines in their palaces.
They practiced even the worse system of slavery and concubinage than
that existed before Islam. They started making concubine and slave at
will whomever they wanted. There were regular processions of
concubines in Baghdad during their reign. There were markets in

Baghdad where concubines were bought and sold and auctioned off.
To be Continued
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