A N

QUR'AN IN ITS OWN LIGHT

s It is a code of life, and removes all doubts of all kinds (2:2).

2. Everything which was revealed to Rasool-Allah (peace be upon
him) is in theQur'an (6:19).

3. Muslims are ordered to obey this book and not to obey anything
else (7:3).

4. Rasool-Allah (peace be upon him) was also ordered to follow this
Book (10:109).

5. Rasool-Allah (peace be upon him) used to take decisions
according to the Qur'an (5:48). |

6. Those who do not decide their affairs according to the Qur‘an, f‘.
are the ones who areK'afireen (5:44). :

7. The Qur'an contains the complete and final revelation and no one
is authorised to make any change in it (6:34, 6:116).

8. The Qur'an confirms and preserves the earlier revelations (5:48).

9. There is nothing contradictory in it (4:82).

10. All the differences can be resolved only by following the
guidance contained in this Book (42:10).

11. What-ever is revealed in it, has also been explained in it (75:19)—
that is why it is called as an exposition of everything.

12. This has been done in varied ways, generally by repeating the
verses (Tasreef-al-Ay‘at) (60:106, 17:41).

13. Rasool-Allah (peace be upon him) used to explain/clear every
disputed/doubtful thing with the help of The Qur‘an (16:64).

14. The Qur'an itself is light (5:15) and has been revealed so that
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15.
16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

21,

22,

mankind may lead their lives as guided by this light (6:123).

It ordains mankind to think, ponder and do research (47:24).

It is easy to get guidance/advice from the Qur'an. (54:16) but at
the same time it is necessary that the one seeking guidance
should keep his mind clear and un-prejudiced (56:79).

It is shirk to inter-mingle human thoughts/ideas, concepts or
beliefs with the contents of the Qur'an (42:21).

When a person falls prey to personality cult, he turns a deaf ear,
closes his eyes and turns away from the Qur'anic guidance
(17:46, 39:45, 40:12) so whenever some one presents Qur'anic
concept, they even attack him (22:72) and tell other people not to
listen to these verses and create noise so that they may prevail
(41:26) not only they them-selves keep away from the Qur’'an but
also keep other people away (6:26).

There is nothing in the world equivalent to the Qur’'an (6:94).
People wanted Rasool-Allah (peace be upon him) to make some
changes in the Qur’an, but Allah told him to say to those people
that he could not bring about any changes in the Qur'an out of
his own liking. Instead he always followed only what was
revealed to him. (10:15).

The rise of Muslims was based on their adhereence to the
injunction of the Qur'an (43:43) but when they turned away from
its teachings, they fell into degradation. This would be the
allegation which Rasool-Allah (peace be upon him) would levy
against his people before Allah (25:30).

Allah, the Almighty, has taken upon Himself the responsibility of
keeping it preserved in all aspects of safety (15:9).
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"We must know that earthly environment is eritically balanced and mankind

for their own sake, as adviced by Allah Subhanhu, must not disturb its
balance."
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"Then again in 1928, physicist and nobel prize winner Max Born toled a

group of visitors to Gottingen university, "physics as we know will be over in
six months."
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"The quest for such a theory is known as the "Unification of physics". Einstein

spent more of later years unsuccessfully searching for a unified theory, but
the time was not ripe."
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Einstien refused to believe in the reality of quantum mechanics, dispite the
important role he had played in its development. Yet it seems that the
uncertainty principle is a fundamental feature of the universe we live in. A
successful unified theory must therefore neccessarilly incorporate this
principle."
Aen AU NE KBt Fumlie bl s Se ol o4
LI AL IS i okt S e BV bt U S oSt S
-Wanz;_;f&guzngsoé_w/u-ugu,
"In these pages | want to discuss the posibility that the goal of theoretical
physics might be achieved in the not - too - distant future: say by the end of

the century. By this | mean that we might have a complete, Consistant and
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unified theory of the physical interactions that would describe all possible

observations."
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“In the early years of the 20th Century, two new theories completely changed
the way we think about space and time, and about reality itself --- the two
theories are the general theory of relativity and quantum machanics"
el s e S e 6 et L e Fle o (75) P AL g 2
At bl SLE TEAS 2 1 S kb2 U TG U TSkt y i/ OS5,
L Kl FUdn, Fib- S TR P L G U T oad s FTAU S E
e EA I 1L L LS I SIS I L 2 5 S5, 5
ajug}]uy/‘; I,Jﬂmwf’mmzt’;wu: space - timeJ"L}.!@zuﬁaL’fW/{jﬂf’
yugw{a%ﬁ/i&é./ug{mﬁuK.ws&it&s/,sz,é-@f@Jugaj.jsé



2013 14 (HEAL i
bl
e eI PR e lon A e b (L bt B Tl bt i B
I L eolos Pt a2 e Vb Qb | EUo Kone S E S Gl KU 7
d/f/% U e thg 2§ z_s (Theoratical treatment)sts §& s/l B Udns
BRI TR ) U S (SN M NS S 4 SR R ger S
Fo st Foalend bl wint 6TE 26K 1S ke A
ML L ol S Je 6L TS Sy St S B A s (o U
AT

"In order to describe the begining of the universe, we need a theory that

combines general relativity with quantum machanics that theory is quantum
gravity.
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il g Rt S rn- SR St bd s
S BRIL AT
"Force carrying particles can be grouped into four cattegories accordingly to
the strength of the force that they carry and particles with they interact."
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e b I S g FEL Ut U2y b E 7% vt a7 (Dynamical) 315
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"Electromagnetic forces are responsible for all of chemistry and biology."
i (3)

"This causes radioactivity and plays a vital role in the formation of the

elements in stars and in the early univers, We do not, however, come into
contect with this force in our everyday life."

(;}f/)u”i{ééﬁ’J,’%Cffgf/ (Quarks) U UWUE e sl = iy AP0 (4)
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"At the begining of time there was only one 'super force'. As the universe

became cold, it went through a series of phase transitions in which the

superforce spilt into two, then three, and finally four forces,"

(k)
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Surah Nooh — Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 29: Chapter 12
By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

Dear Friends! Today is December 23, 1983 and today’s lecture begins with
chapter Nooh (& ) (71:1).

Punishment ( &14£ ) or destruction

As | have been constantly reminding you the Quran emphasizes, particularly
in its last two parts, the confrontation the Prophet (PBUH) faced all his
Prophetic life from his enemies; but the intensity of their opposition especially
increased in the last seven-eight years of his life. The style of the Quran is that
when the destruction of a people comes, it presents this destruction in the
form of catastrophic physical events or in terms of internal chaos within the
nation. Thisis termed &'4& normally translated as punishment. Sinqe we
have been accustomed to religion, whenever we hear the word &\ié we
immediately think that these misfortunates descend from heaven and engulf
the people. If we translate Jfb\f\.é as destruction then the matter becomes
absolutely clear.

The style of the Quran

The Holy Quran frequently describes the history of past nations and their life
stories. The Quran is not a book of history but it does make this claim: A
system of life based on wrong lines is bound to be destroyed ultimately. One
form of this is that people within a nation become involved in internal strife
and fights and engage in self-destructive behavior and, as a consequence,
another nation takes its place. In support of this claim the Quran first presents
evidence purely at the intellectual level using knowledge. Then it presents
historical evidence from the destruction of past nations which practiced
wrong systems of life. In this context, the Quran chooses to present the
history of those past nations with which the Arabs of the Prophet’s time — the
original addressees of its message — were familiar with and knew the history
of those nations. They frequently roamed around those ruined towns in their
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travels and those past nations’ destructions often used to be a topic of their
conversation. They used to think that some external calamity came down
from the heavens and destroyed them.

The root cause of nations’ destructions

In contrast to their thinking, the Quran tells them that you only see the visible
signs of destruction but you do not pay attention to the internal reasons for
that destruction: their wrong system of life and their rampant crimes. The
Quran then says that if your system of life is also standing on false foundation,
and if you do not the heed the warning signs of your destruction then you
would meet the same fate which those past nations met. This is the reason
the Quran narrates the stories of the past nations. Although the past nations
that were destroyed had many bad things in their system but the Quran
focuses on the worst thing that was primarily instrumental in their downfall
and was the cause of their destruction. Please look at the main crimes the
Quran lists as primary reasons for destruction of past nations: class
discrimination; racial discrimination; social, political, and economic
inequalities; exploitation; kleptocracy; dictatorship and slavery, etc. This is
the way Quran describes the stories of past nations and it starts this process
with the story of Prophet Noah (PBUH) whose people were practicing an
extreme form of class discrimination, and this was the main crime for their
destruction. Landlords, feudal lords, tribal lords, all were exploiting the
working class. They considered the working class as despicable and mean,
and treated them with contempt. These were the crimes that led to their
destruction. This is not the case just with them. We know from our present
history that many nations have also been destroyed when these crimes
became rampantin their societies.

Now, Koresh, the addressee of the Quran, were also practicing an extreme
form of discrimination — that of Brahmanism and Shudra, i.e., high caste and
low caste. They were being warned that they will also meet the same fate as
those of past nations. Here, in this chapter, the Quran begins the story with
the people of Noah (PBUH) as has been discussed earlier.

The crime of the people of Aad
After the people of Noah, the Quran takes up the story of the people of Aad
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whose system was based on tyranny and oppression. Pure tyranny and the
Law of the jungle prevailed in their society. But there is one point in the story
presented by the Quran —which | will take up later in detail — which needs our
attention especially. And that point is: Although there was this rampant
tyranny and exploitation of the people by those in authority, the people’s
crime was tolerating all this silently. This is an extremely important point. | will
mention in detail on some other occasion the dialog between these two
parties in Hell — the ruthless tyrannical leaders and their silent masses. The
people, who remained silent during all that tyranny of their leaders, are telling
Allah to give these leaders double punishment: once, because of their
crimes, and then again for misleading us. But Allah replies that you — the
people —will also get double punishment because these leaders derived their
power from you, the power of your hands. Wherefrom these leaders got their
power anyway? You made them your gods; otherwise they were human
beings just like you? My dear friends! Facing tyranny silently is also a crime
thatleads to destruction of a people.

The crime of the people of Thamud

Next come the people of Thamud. Their economy was based on agriculture
and livestock. Big tribal leaders had taken into their possession all the water
fountains and pasturelands. They had taken into their ownership these Allah-
created resources and did not let poor people’s cattle come forward; only the
leftover, if at all, was what they could use. This way of grabbing the resources
of Allah and exploiting the poor was the main crime of the people of Thamud
for which they were destroyed.

The crime of the people of Madyan

Then the Quran describes the people of Midian ( u.,.u ) to whom the Prophet
Shuyab (PBUH) was sent. Their economy was based on trade. The Quran
says that they used to cheat and engage in fraud and unfair trade practices.
Well, the same thing happens today. The only difference now is that the terms
and the methodologies have become more sophisticated and nuanced
compared to the days of the people of Midian. Anyway, the people of Midian
never used to deal fairly in their trade. The Quran points this as their main
crime of those people that led to their destruction.
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The crime of Pharaoh and other crimes

After this comes Pharaoh. What was his crime? He claimed Godhood:
ég\j\ X ), E—lam your Lord All-Highest! (79:24). He had kept all the sources of
sustenance under his control: Whomever he wanted he rewarded;
whomever he wanted he punished. This was the main crime of Pharaoh.
These are some of the broad categories of crimes of past nations for which
they were punished. The Quran describes these crimes again and again. It
describes that during the period of Prophet Isa (PBUH) the theocracy of
Jewish religious leaders was instrumental in the destruction of that people. In
a theocratic system, the ultimate authority rests with religious leaders. These
religious leaders arrogate to themselves the interpretation and
implementation of Sharia; and whatever they say becomes the law. Nobody
can say anything against it. Everybody becomes helpless when theocracy
rules in the name of God. This was the crime that led to destruction of Jews.
These are the various reasons for punishment of past nations—the reasons
for their destruction that the Quran conveys to the Koresh. It tells Koresh to
find out which of the crimes described above fits your system and are
rampant in your society and then ask yourselves: In the light of the above
evidence from past nations, would we be saved?

Reasons for destruction of nations

Now moving past the Koresh let us fast-forward to today. Any nation that
practices a system which has any of the criminal elements listed above —and
there are many nations today in whose systems many of these crimes are
present today — then, is there any way that that nation can be saved? These
are not historical narrations but are principles and laws of life and death;
these laws are always alive, and will remain alive and applicable for all times
to come. In every period, whatever system of life being practiced in a nation
may be, if there is any of the above crimes present in that nation then it is
destined to die and get destroyed. Nations which heed the warning and
reform themselves in time will get a second chance at life. This is the
conclusion as derived from the Quranic teaching. My dear friends! The Quran
tells that look at your system and test it using this Quranic touchstone—the law
of life and death of nations—and then see whether or not any of the criminal
elements listed above are present in it. If they are, then, if reform is not
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instituted in time, then this nation will be wiped out from the face of the Earth.
Allah’s law of requital is eternal and unchangeable. Its results are bound to
come. Thisis the reason for describing the stories of these past nations.

Nations’ crime and story of Noah (PBUH)

Dear friends! In the last chapters we had seen that the Koresh were reminded
again and again that their system will not last because it had simultaneously
many of the criminal elements—racial discrimination, class discrimination,
usury, extreme religious priesthood—from which past nations were destroyed
even if one of these crimes was rampant in their society. The Quran provides
this historical evidence starting first with the people of Noah (PBUH). It gave
details of the people of Noah (PBUH) and the entire chapteris devoted to it. In
it the crimes per se are not described in detail as these are given in other
chapters.

The style of the Quran

Please look at the style of the Quran. People do not seem to understand why
the Quran repeats these stories of past nations at many different places.
Please remember that the Quran is not a book written like any other book:
First, think what to write in chapter one; then, think what to write in chapter
two, and so on and so forth. We know that the Prophet’s life was spread over
23 years and at different stages of his life he gave different discourses. So,
the message that was delivered over a period of 23 years at different places
and at different times is bound to have some repetitions. But these are not
exact repetitions. Every time whichever nations’ past history is repeated
there are always some new elements and some new points worth pondering!

Warnings

Dear friends! Here comes the story of Prophet Noah (PBUH). The Quran
says: 2J1& SZ,ZLLUU.s QL5353 0BYE S ELTE — BEHOLD. We sent Noah
(PBUH) unto his people. [saying:] Warn thy people before grievous suffering
befall them! (71:1). The Quran has clearly told that whenever a crime
(mentioned before) became rampant in a nation then first a warner was sent
to that nation to warn that the result of their wrong system will be destruction;

and that if you could reform your system even now then you will be saved.
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This, the Quran has called as the law of respite within the law of requital. It is
during this period of the respite that the warner comes. (By the way, after
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) no other prophet or messenger is going to
come, but the Book of Allah is preserved until the Day of Judgment. So
anyone who gives the message of the Quran to the people, then, he has
fulfilled the obligation of conveying the teachings of the Quran as Prophet’s
Ummah.) Now the next verse says: $ad 555,53 23) o3 36 — [And Noah (PBUH)]
said: "O my people! | am but a plain Warnerto you, [sentto tell you] (71:2); not
in any confusing language that you cannot understand. | have come to warn
you in very clear words of the bad consequences that will follow because of
your wrong system.

< 3Ls means Allah’s obedience

;..,//»

Therefore, the warning was given: wixbl&a)sdlloslof — that adopt the
obedience of Allah (71:3). In the Quran all the Prophets said the same thing
—4n\|,$f£\u\ to obey Allah (11:50; 61:84). Our traditional translation of this
is: Worship God. But all nations worship God.If we know the correct meaning
of w3Ls then everything becomes clear, which is: Obey the laws of Allah, not
the laws made byhuman beings. That right only belongs to Allah. That is why
every Prophet used to say the same thing: Adopt the obedience of Allah, i.e.,
obey the laws of Allah. If you translate this as the meaning of <3ts then the
matter becomes clear. According to the Quran to obey the laws of a system
designed by human beings is not allowed. Obedience is due only to the laws

ofAllah.
The meaning Ofgség’

Dear friends! The Quran in the same verse says: & ”“"\,_ normally translated
as God-conscious or God-fearing. But that does not clarify the real meaning
of this term, which is: To be fully cognizant of Allah’s laws and be fearful of the
consequences of violating His laws. The Quran says that internalize this
feeling in your heart that if you keep standing on a wrong foundation then you
will get ruined. Therefore, observe these laws faithfully and be fearful of the
bad consequences of transgressing these laws. Then the Quran says:
ujiélg\,— and obey Me. Dear friends! The Quran has its system in just two
words! —a.u\L”’M that obey Allah. But Allah is an abstract entity.He not



.2013 " 52 (NEAL L

only cannot be felt but He is beyond human thought and comprehension. He
never comes in front; neither talks to anyone nor can anyone hear Him. So,
the question is: How do we fulfill His obedience then? As we have seen, His
obedience means obedience to His laws. But there should be a live authority
that will enforce these laws. The practical way of obeying Allah then
becomes: obeying the authority established in the name of Allah means
obeying Allah because this authority is nothing but an agency to enforce
Allah’s laws.

Dear friends! This authority is there only to make people obey the laws of
Allah. However, this obedience cannot be done individually but it occurs
under a system. In this system the sovereignty belongs to Allah’s laws. Thus
the Quran in few words has presented the entire Islamic system:
ujiél,a/jifﬁ 5 &llsl f — that you should obey God [alone] and be conscious of
Him. Now do pay heed unto me (71:3).

Obedience of Allah means obedience to Allah’s laws

Dear friends! The Quran is a strange Book; it carries humans into a rapturous
state! It says that, in a system, if the obedience is not to the laws of Allah (as
laid out in the Quran) then it is not an Islamic system. If, in a system, one
thinks that people can do this obedience on their own, in their own way, then
they are mistaken; that system is not Islamic. If an authority or any other entity
forces people to obey its laws then that would be Shirk. The obedience to the
laws of Allah will happen only through a central authority based on the Quran.
The Quran requires a live central authority to establish its Islamic system.
Thatis why it says:tlii;ij Gi.g..’e—we have listened and we will obey. Now, it is
clear that listening will only happen when there is someone to listen to. If it
was just a matter of obeying a book, then there was no need of a system and
there was no need of sending Prophets. The book could have been directly
inscribed on a stone or an already completely written book sent down from
the heavens; but this would not have been enough. The Prophet receives the
revelation for Allah. Then, the next step is his duty to establish a society
based on that revelation. This requires that we first create an Ummah of
people reformed and transformed by that message who are worthy of
establishing that system; and through that system then the obedience to the
laws of Allah is to be carried out. Only then, this would be called the Islamic
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system. If this live authority is not there then it is not Deen, it is religion. If this
authority is demanding obedience to its laws then itis Shirk. The obedience to
the laws of Allah is through a live authority that does not enforce its own laws
but enforces only Allah’s laws — then only this is:326f 855 &322 f(71:3).
Otherwise, itis not.

The messenger as an authority

The Quran said that this is the messenger from Allah. He has established the
system based on the revelation from Allah. So, obey him. Do not think that
this system is finished after him and then you are free to return to the period of
Jahiliyah, i.e., your previous system. This is not the matter. This system has
to continue after the Prophet (PBUH). When that system continued after the
Prophet (PBUH) — even though it was for a short period — it was Islamic. But
after this when the Ma/ukiah(i;sjii)came, i.e., rule of human beings, whatever
its form, then it was no longer the obedience of Allah that people were doing;
but they were doing the obedience of those in power and authority. When this
happened the Islamic system was finished. And then Allah’s obedience was
turned into Allah’s worship and the real obedience was done to kings, caliphs,
and sultans. Those days the obedience was done to one individual. Today,
the obedience is done to multiple entities under the cover of Western style
democracy. But the reality is that it is a rule of humans over humans. Allah
told: _ﬁsll,”’\u\ that obey Allah; gﬁébﬁ— and practically way to obey Him
is through the system that is established on the basis of His revelation. If you
dothis: X33 X355 — then the Almighty will protect you from the damaging
consequences of your previous minor slips apd failings because this is built
into the law of Allah. This is His mercy:jaﬁq;w j.i“.ﬁ;_He grants you respite
and does not hold you accountable right away when you commit a wrong
(71:4).

The period of respite is Allah’s blessing

Dear friends! The opportunity Allah gives to reform is called the period of
respite. He wants people to reform themselves (and the system) by warning
them repeatedly. This is what is meant by postponing the final outcome; not
that Allah postpones this event because He is busy with something else and
then He will come back to it later. This is not the matter. The period of respite is
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a great mercy. But when the final event does arrive it cannot be changed even
asecond: G35 585289415 1751E)— but, behold, when the term appointed
by God does come, it can never be put back - if you but knew it! Allah says that
when death is front of you then repentance (Tauba) is not accepted; because
the respite is meant for reform and when there is no time for form then
repentance is meaningless. Then that nation cannot be saved.

Prophet Noah (PBUH)’s request

7 %7 % 987/

(71:6) 139 EE8283556 ; (71:5) v s ) e 06— [And after a time,
Noah (PBUH)] said: "O my Sustainer! Verily, | have been calling unto my
people night and day but my call has only caused them to flee farther and
farther away. Prophet Noah (PBUH) is pleading with Allah that | have tried all
my best; | did my utmost that these people could be saved. The messengers
of Allah carry great sympathy for humanity in their hearts. People make fun of
them; call them names; throw taunt at them; and attach derogatory labels to
them. But they bear all this with patience, fortitude and forbearance; and they
diligently keep on carrying out the duties and responsibilities assigned to
them by Allah to transform people’s humanity and reform human societies. At
the same time they continue to remind their audiences that:é?@gjiﬁiTC—L
| do not ask any reward from you for this (25:57). How sympathetic is the
messenger?! Anyway Noah (PBUH) told that | have left no stone unturned
that somehow these people could be reformed. Ijlj;ﬁi@;ﬁi;iéj;ﬁ_ but my call
has only caused them to flee farther and farther away (71:6).

PR e, R, sl AR STz 205828555 B )5 — And behold,
whenever | called unto them with a view to Thy granting them forgiveness,
they put their fingers into their ears, and wrapped themselves up in their
garments [of sin]; and grew obstinate, and became [yet more] arrogant in
their false pride (71:7).

The meaning of &

Dear friends! One mindset s not to listen at all to what is being said. The other
is to listen but in a hypocritical way. Now, the Quran says: 3g(3hz&i;_ they
wrap themselves in garments. But <3 does not just mean garment but it also
means human personality, and especially dual personality. Its modern
translation is hypocrisy. Noah (PBUH) says that, in the first place they do not



.2013 " 55 (NEAL L

listen to me; but, if they do listen then they do it in a hypocritical way.
Outwardly, they say we have listened; we have understood; we will follow as
you say. But they do not believe it sincerely in their hearts; and do not practice
what they say. Instead, they continue to follow their past practlce and they
become even more adamant about it. 5] 2255l 2d ELTT) & e 2850 &

And behold | called unto them openly; and, behold | preached to them in
public; and | spoke to them secretly, In private (71:8-9).1538% L8 Lk
IJEZUE RA ”’\:,1’5_ and | said: Ask your Sustainer to forgive you your
sins - for verlly, He is all-forgiving! He will shower upon you heavenly
blessings abundant (71:10-11). Dear friends! Here is§ ,44s: Noah (PBUH) said
to his people that whatever bad deeds you have done before; itis no problem,
they will be forgiven; that you will be given the wherewithal for your protection
from them. Therefore, it will be possible to outweigh the deficiencies of your
past bad deeds by the weight of your good deeds. Noah (PBUH) said to his
people that this is a favor that will come to you from Allah if you do good deeds
now.

Dear friends! It seems they were irrigating their lands with well water
manually. They did not have an irrigation system. Noah (PBUH) told them,
that first, Allah will send sufficient quantity of rain for your fields. And He will
increase your wealth and enlarge your tribe:

(71:12) (et KT Jags 2 S ez ass J) L5 g 5— and will aid you with worldly
goods and chlldren and will bestow upon you gardens, and bestow upon you
running waters. Those days increase in family size used to be a strength fora
tribe just as voter majority of a group becomes its political strength now. Noah
(PBUH) told them if you change, and improve your system, then you will
prosper. You will have orchards; and rivers and canals for irrigating your fields
and orchards.

Quran’s theory of evolution

The Quran then says: 17351 382 35; ;! 7Bs 0632759 536 —What is amiss with you
that you cannot look forward to God’s majesty, seeing that He has created
[every one of] you in successive stages? (71:13-14). Dear friends! Here is
something worth pondering. First, human creation has reached this point
after going through several different stages of evolution. Every next step has
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within itself more balance and higher state. If there is a state of instability and
feeling of anxiety in a state — like the shaking and instability of a ship in ocean
—then this will not lead to a healthy next stage. Also, something may be stable
but if it remains in the same state and does not advance then after a while it
dies. The Quran says that the law of evolution is that a thing stays for a while
in a stage and gathers enough strength that it is able to advance to the next
higher stage and remains itself in that stage again for a while and then moves
to the next stage. The literal meaning of the words in the verse is that previous
stage hands it over to the next stage as a trust. And, thus life proceeds further
on its forward journey. The Quran says to the common people that this would
be the case for you here. At this time you are in a low and weak state now, but
Allah will make you stronger so that you will be able to advance to a higher
level of stage. What did it tell about the higher level? It said 13&5: You will lead a
life of dignity; your anxiety will disappear; there will be no fear or unsteadiness
in your life. You will become steadfast and very well established. You will live a
dignified life. Dear friends! Itis great thing to have well established, respectful
and dignified life.

The meaning of the word J& andthe example of planets

Dear friends! The original meaning of & has changed in our society now. The
root meaning of & is: disappearance of anxiety, and absence of shakiness
and worry. It means to become peaceful, steadfast, and established. Please
remember! Being peaceful does not mean being static. Being static is
absence of movement.J&3is a state where there is effort; where there is
movement but without any wavering or uncertainty; and where there is no
instability. To describe this kind of life the Quran uses amazing metaphors!
Please ponder that if humans lived a life based on Quanic values, and its laws
and its principle then their life would have so much stability; it would be well
established and be balanced. The Quran compares this kind of life with
planets: 5@9%;325@;&5!,:5 §{— Do you not see how God has created
planets in full harmony with one another? (71:15). Look at them how fast they
are moving but there is not a moment of slip and misstep among them. They
are in perfect synch and balance. Dear friends! What a beautiful and
amazing example the Quran has given — a nation based on the Quranic
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values is always in movement and at the same time it remains stable and well
established; a nation without worry and without internal conflict. This is great
metaphor given by the Quran. Then the Quran says: /8155515 &es w81 a5
And He has set up within them the moon as a light [reflected] and set up the
sun as a [radiant] lamp? (71:16). Dear friends! | will explain at some other
time how scientists are providing the proof that Sun’s light is its own but the
moon’s light is not its own but reflected light of the Sun; as if it is a borrowed
light of the Sun. The Quran said this in seventh century when human beings
did not have any clue aboutit!

The Quran has used the word :» (Diya) for Sunlight which means: its own
light, to glow by its own generated light like a lamp or candle. The Quran uses
the word 35 (Noor) for the moonlight which means to reflect light generated
by another source. Please ask Maurice Bucaille who has written several
books on the Quran. He has written that he becomes rapturous when he
comes to these two words. He asks the scientists of the world: Please ponder
for God’s sake! How could an illiterate Arab distinguish this fact 1500 years
ago?!

The moon “begs Sun” for its light

Maurice Bucaille says while being completely astonished: The reality at
which we have arrived leads us to question: Is the Quran product of human
thought? And he answers: No, absolutely not. After this he says that how
strange is this that the Quran always uses the word 59 (Noor) for moon which
means borrowed light; and words itz (Diya) or ¢'» (Siraj) for Sun, both of
which mean own light. The Quran, in other places, says that Sun has its own
light but the moon keeps going around the Sun begging for its light as if saying
tothe Sun, “please give me some lightin the name of God!”

The example of tree in connection with evolution

Dear friends! The Quran always asks us to stop and ponder. As if it holds our
hands and tellsus at every step: Stop and ponder at what | am saying. Here,
the next verse says: E[f_’;uéjﬂl’\éé ;ﬁﬁﬁ;}j_ And God has caused you to grow
out of the earth in [gradual] growth; and thereafter He will return you to it [in
death] (71:17). Look at this! The Quran is giving example of planets and trees
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for leading our human life with dignity and steadfastness. The tree stands
steadfast at one place but there is its upward movement of life. It starts from a
tiny seed; then it produces a very weak shoot; and then after sometime it
becomes a very strong and tall tree. It happens slowly but steadily such that
one is amazed by its growth and development while the tree remains firm and
well established in its place. This is exactly what a life of )[ﬁj means as we
have seen earlier! And this is exactly how the personality of human beings
needs to grow and develop and become strong while remaining firmly
grounded in the Quranic principles and laws. The Quran says that that is how
humans have been created and that is how they should lead their lives. And
then the Quran says:Z1:3) %2 %5 @s 3%.s $—and [then] He will bring you forth
[from It] in resurrection (71:18). Human life is not only the life of this world. Itis
not only the material life. Now, here, there becomes a difference between the
life of a tree and the life of a human. After a while the tree becomes rotten, it
becomes weak, falls down, and is dead. Its wood is used as fire or for other
things. Human life is not like this. He grows and develops in this life and then
the next life comes along after that. This is how he moves forward.

The example of planet Earth
(71:19-20) GEILE, T B 2918052 4 — And God has made the

earth a wide expanse for you, so that you might walk thereon on spacious
paths. Please ponder that what Allah has done for you. The Earth, despite
being round, feels flat to you and he has created gravity so you remain firm
and do not fall off from it. It is such a huge big round object that we do not
notice its roundness and we cannot figure out its edges. We can go around
the Earth without noticing where it begins and where it ends. The Quran says
that if this were not the case, you could not live on it. Also, Allah has created
various paths for you to travel so that you can walk freely on its surface. All
this Allah created for humans! But are humans grateful?

Well, after all this, Noah (PBUH) said to Allah that | have used examples
like these to explain to the people but they are not listening:
’L’.;j\g j;a_}{,,é;jj OAladls 3322 28 o £8 JE— And Noah (PBUH) continued:
"O my Sustainer! Behold, they have opposed me [throughout], for they follow
people whose wealth and children lead them increasingly into ruin (71:21). O
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my Sustainer! | have done my best to reform them but they do not listen to me.
They just are too fixated on having wealth, having large families, but they do
not pay attention to what they are being told although their wealth will not do
them any good in the long term. And they plot against me: (71:22)
\jEﬁj’El”/’;_and who have devised a most awesome blasphemy [against
Theel. (71:23) 155 &3 SR E 29516 £5359; 321655396, —inasmuch as they
said [to their followers], ‘Do not ever abandon your gods: abandon neither
Wadd nor Suwa’, and neither Yaghuth nor Ya'uq nor Nasr! These were the
names of their idol deities who were being worshipped by those people. Noah
(PBUH) complained to Allah that these people are saying: We will not believe
in one God; we will keep believing in our idols and will not abandon them.
This, in spite of my tireless efforts to bring them to the true path.

The reason for believing in idols

Do you know what the biggest roadblock in not believing in idols is? Because
these idols cannot reply: to what one is saying to them; to what one is doing in
his life; and how one is leading one’s life. On the other hand, they do not
believe in Allah because Heasks them at every step: Do this, and do not do
that. Why should they believe in such a God then? Why not believe in
gods who are silent statues made of mud or stone? Whatever one wants
one can keep saying to them, and no reply comes back from these gods.
Obviously, they want such gods.So, Noah (PBUH) pleaded: (71:24)
ﬁ;ﬁ@ﬁlvg ﬁ;g\f;;ﬁ’ 213%— And so they have led many a one astray: hence,
ordain Thou that these evildoers stray but farther and farther away! They
themselves are misguided and have misguided many others. They have
double crimes. They are continuing to increase in their arrogance and

transgressions.

Dear friends! There is a kind of momentum to this thing. In the beginning it
takes some effort to move something. But once it starts moving it takes very
little effort to move it further. This is the case with misguidance. Initially, one
starts by using some force but then it spreads like fire. When the car is started
first it uses lot of external current but once it starts it keeps going and, in fact,
the car starts producing its own electricity. This is how wrong systems go
down the pit of hell.
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The example of rolling down a mountain

Dear friends! The wrong system is like rolling down a mountain. First, its
speed is slow. But as it moves further the speed keeps increasing. The Quran
has given the example of an object rolling down a peak. Awrong system also
starts slowly but then it starts getting worse with its own internal force until it
falls down in the pit of hell. The Quran says that their (Noah’s people’s)
situation was such that the internal force of their wrong system was leading
them faster and faster into the bottom of hell.

Now, the question: Why was this happening to them? The Quran says:
(71:25) \,%ff,.gl:k}tﬁ_ And so, because of their wrong deeds, they were
drowned. Here the Quran did not give details but it has given details at other
places that they were drowned in the great flood. | will describe at some other
place that whatever destructions came to the people in the stories of all the
Prophets in which the Prophets and their band of followers were saved and
the rest were destroyed, there was nothing supernatural in all of this. It did not
happen that there was a separate arrangement for saving the Prophets (and
their followers) from the rest, or there was some special protection that was
sent down from the heavens for the Prophets and his followers which was not
available to the rest of the population. That was not the case. Many of the
Prophets could envision the destruction that was about to come and so they
left that place. In connection with Noah (PBUH) the Quran says that the flood
was going to come. Noah (PBUH) told his people about the oncoming flood.
And he started asking how to survive the flood. Allah told him: Build a boat.
Just ponder my dear friends! What was difficulty for Allah to transport Noah
(PBUH) and his followers—after all they were small in number anyway—-to
some other place? But this would not have been an example for us. If a flood
was coming then people wouldn’t know what to do. This is the first flood. The
first prophet is being told to build a boat according to Allah’s revelation. It
seems the situation was such those days that humans did not yet know how
to build a boast. This is the reason Noah (PBUH) was told to build a boat
through revelation. Dear friends! Do you see that revelation came to help
build a boat? And, further, Allah says that build it under my supervision. But
the point to note is that there was no supernatural phenomenon working here
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for safety from the flood. Building a boat was the only way to be safe. Today
also destructions will come from wrong systems, but similar means have to
be adopted in order to be saved from these destructions.

The Quran says that they were drowned because they committed wrong:
,’,g,‘ﬂg;[:g (71:25). They had indulged in wrong behavior. Noah (PBUH) was
building the boat and the powerful tribal leaders could have asked him what
was he building; why was he doing it; and what was the benéefit of it? But they
were intoxicated with power. If they could have thought and pondered about it
then they could have also built a boat. But they were too self-absorbed with
power.

Human abilities get suppressed by intoxication to power

Dear friends! Quran tells that this, the power of intoxication, is a very
dangerous thing. Humans lose their abilities to think under its influence; they
lose even their consciousness. Now let us look at this picture! They saw Noah
(PBUH) building the boat and they used to make fun of him. They used to
wonder: What is he doing? They thought he is wasting his time; that he has
lost his mind! They laughed at him. But it was Noah (PBUH) and his followers
who had the final laugh! Noah (PBUH) and his followers were saved and all
those laughing and mocking at him were drowned. They were drowned
because their attitude had deteriorated to such an extent that they had lost
their ability to reason and to judge things properly. The power of intoxication
completely overwhelms those indulged with intoxication of power. Those not
afflicted with this disease wonder in amazement as to what has happened to
these people who cannot understand a simple thing of commonsense! Dear
friends! Opponents of Noah (PBUH) behaved like this—they could not even
understand this simple thing.

Prophet Shuyab’s people said the same thing: O Shuyab! You are telling
us that we should maintain trust and honesty in conducting our business?
But this does not make sense to us. Well, Shuyab was from among them; he
was speaking their language. So, saying that we cannot understand him
reflect their depraved mental attitude. In fact, the elites, wealthy, and powerful
who “fly high” can rarely understand the language of those living at the



+2013 (" 62 (HEFEnl

bottom. Here, in the story of the Noah (PBUH), the Quran says that his
people were drowned because of their transgressions and bad deeds. So:
!jLQ’STg"Ng}S&? ,;J‘,Sé 1376k 36— they were doomed to suffer the fire [of the
hereafter]; and they found none who could succor them against God
(71:25).0ur conception is that these things will happen in the Hereafter. Dear
friends! The Hell of the Hereafter is there at its place. Itis separate from what
is being described here. But this hell, this punishment, is here, in this world.
Here it says that no one was there to save them except Allah. And the method
that Allah had suggested, they had ridiculed and had laughed it off. So, when
the situation had gone to this length, then nothing can be saved. You can
guess now to what low point of pit these people had descended. A
sympathetic heart, as we saw before, had tried his best to reform them but
they did not take even a single step towards it. The entire nation had
transgressed so far in their hubris and they had advanced so much in their
criminal behavior that it became necessary to save others from them.
Keeping this in mind Noah (PBUH) prayed: !jf;éﬁﬁ)@uéﬁ\égjﬁﬂgﬁﬁﬁaﬁj_
And Noah (PBUH) prayed: "O my Sustainer! Leave not on earth any of those
who deny the truth (71:26). They have transgressed so far that do not exempt
anyone from your punishment, thus pleaded Noah (PBUH) to his Lord. The
situation must have reached such a point that a sympathetic heart like
Prophet Noah (PBUH) was forced to make such a plea. After all Noah
(PBUH) was a Prophet. He tried and tried and waited and waited but they
wouldn’t listen. Further details are described next. But another point needs
some elaboration here. So, let me explain.

Evenifyou have to leave someone, leave in acomely way

It was told to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH): %:£1522421;__ and avoid them with
a comely avoidance (73:10). There is no hope of any reform in them. The
reality is that they have lost the ability to be saved. Therefore, avoid them. Do
not waste time on them. Instead, use that time in some constructive work.
Leave them and go to Medina. But when you leave, adopt comely manner.
Not just when you make friendship you should be comely. But you should be
comely even when you separate. Look at wisdom of the Quran? Leave in a
comely manner!



+2013 (" 63 (HEFEnl

Now let us come to the point that | mentioned previously, that is, even if you
leave them, continue to give them the message of the Quran. It should not be
the case that if there is any chance of someone among them being saved,
then he is destroyed because the message of the Quran did not reach him.
Leave them in comely manner but continue to give them the message of the
Quran: This way the Prophet’s empathy and God’s kindness both remain in
place. We cannot use the words “feeling sad” for God but what words do we
have anyway for expressing sadness when humans receive punishment due
to their bad deeds?—In the last stage they are going to Hell, but, even then,
Allah, as if with deep sadness, says: O my servants! What did you do to
yourselves?!Thus itis notthe revenge of some tyrant that derives pleasure by
punishing others. Allah is saying this with feeling of sadness. Anyway, Allah
told the Prophet (PBUH) that there is no hope for reform in these people so
leave them; but continue to give them the message of the Quran.

Now getting back to the verse where Noah (PBUH) is asking Allah not to
leave any that denies the truth. The nextverse is: 930095 50l 2235520 38—
\j@fﬁg[’s for behold, If Thou dost leave them, they will [always try to] lead
astray those who obey Thee, and will give birth to nothing but wickedness
and stubborn ingratitude (71:27).Noah (PBUH) said that | believe they have
descended to such a level that if anyone remains alive then such a one would
corrupt others and will spread mischief. The second thing is that if they
remained deviated and busy in sin and impiety then their offspring will be like
them. So, terminate them completely so that humankind may move forward
with the offspring of righteous and pious people. This is an extremely
important point thatis being said here, my dear friends!

Noah (PBUH) said: {3 s 595t ub s chssblsabs G (55 59 5 8 Sabless—
O my Sustainer! Grant your protection unto me and unto my parents, and
unto everyone who enters my house as a Momin—not that you should protect
everyone who came to my house. Since Noah’s son was not a Momin, he
remained excluded from this protection. Thus did Noah(PBUH) pleaded to
Allah: Protect only those who come to my house with Iman—that is, those with
full conviction in your message. Please protect all believing men and
believing women [of later times]. And | know that this destruction will continue
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to increase in its intensity until these tyrants and evil doers are completely
finished.

An announcement

Dear friends! Surah Nooh is finished today. The next lecture is extremely
important. If you remember, | often say that those who do not remember their
real benefactors then these types of leaders stop being born among them. In
our times, there are three such leaders in my opinion. They are: 1) Sir Syed
Ahmad Khan; 2) Dr. Muhammad Igbal; and 3) Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah. This is a great favor on us, on Muslims of Indian subcontinent, but
especially on Millat-e-Pakistaniah. Normally 25" December is celebrated as
Quaid-e-Azam'’s birthday. | take this opportunity to present a special lecture
on this occasion—-but | do it on a Friday as it happens to be the day | give my
weekly lecture on the Quran. This year it will be on December 30, and the title
of this special lecture is: “Those at the helm were never part of its journey.”
Those who had vehemently opposed Pakistan, now essentially own
Pakistan. | was part of Pakistan movement. You may say that | was fortunate
enough to be part of Pakistan movement. So, by analyzing that history, | will
present the case: that those who strongly opposed Pakistan movement; that
those who opposed Quaid-i-Azam and Igbal; they now portray themselves to
the people as if they were its greatest supporters. All these religious leaders
and religious scholars, all these prominent political leaders; all of them had
opposed Pakistan. In this special lecture | will show how these leaders
opposed the demand for Pakistan and Pakistan movement; and then after
coming to Pakistan how they started demanding that political power and
authority should be given to them. How true that “Those at the helm were
never part of its journey.” As | announce this to you please also take a printed
card about this event and give it others.

YZ] 72 98 / /’.”fb(:‘ /:gr:/
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O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of
what we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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