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ENGLISH SECTION

The Human Self and Allah

By G. A. Parwez (Translated by: Dr. Ejaz Rasool)
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"Sow an act, and you reap a habit, Sow a habit and you reap a character,
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Sow a character and you reap a destiny."
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"By the time they become national leaders, the candidate's character are

sown... the destiny they reap will be our own".
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"Finally, examining how character is formed in our national leaders, is an

effective way to learn about our selves."
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"The Success and failure of all organization, rests on the percieved quality

at the top."
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The Human Self and Allah

Episode No. 5

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Ejaz Rasool)

Hence, we cannot make a true estimateof Allah's being the First and the Last.
The most we can say is that 'when there was nothing, there was Allah - and if there
had been nothing, there would be Allah'.

The Quran does not,in any case, demand anything more than this from us.

1.20 Permanent Values

Leaving aside such few attributes, the rest of the Divine attributes are those
which in modern terminology are called ethical attributes. For example,
Rabubiyat, Razzagivat, Rebmaniyat etc® These are those attributes which are called
the Permanent Values. In the Quranic system of life these values have great
significance, in fact we can say that the whole structure of this system (Ad-Deen) 1s
raised on these foundations.
From this the question arises, why does man need these Permanent Values. He
should solve his problems through the use of his intellect and reasoning. There is
no doubt in this that man has been endowed with the ability of intellect and
reasoning, and this is that trait which differentiates him from other animals. This
is why the Quran places great emphasis on the use of intellect and reasoning, and
knowledge and vision. According to the Quran, those people who do not make
usc of intellect and reasoning are:
For the worst of beasts in the sight of Allah are the deaf and the dumb — those
WI"I{‘) Lll1d€r5t3.l1d not (d(} not use I‘ntﬁ'Hﬁ'Ct). {8:22-)
And
Many are the Jinns (nomadic inhabitants ) and men, We have made for hell: they
have hearts wherewith they understand not, eyes wherewith they see not, and ears
wherewith they hear not. They are like cattle — no, more misguided: for they are
heedless (of warning). (7:179)
Through the use of knowledge and intellect, by studying the things of the

universe, man harnesses the undiscovered forces of nature, and in this way

@ Rabubiyat— means sustenance, Raggaqgyiat— means nourishment, Rebmaniyat — means
development. These are discussed in detail later in the book. (Ed)
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becomes eligible for the 'prostration’ of the angels (universal forces)before him.

1.21 Battle of Wits

But whereas in the outer universe human intellect becomes so useful in reaping
beneficial results, when this same intellect is applied to the human world, then
here it plays a strange game; or we can say that so long as the issue remains
confined to controlling the forces of nature, human intellect continues to work
without conflict and resistance. But as soon as the question of the use of these
forces arises, this very same intellect becomes the cause for mutual clash and
upheaval among men. For example, in the research for nuclear power, scientists
all over the world are busy working in great peace and calmness in their respective
laboratories. But once the nuclear bomb is ready, then conflicts erupt among the
nations of the world overits use, and these clashes ultimately take on the shape of
war, in which these same forces of nature which were to become the cause for the
development of humanity, become instead the cause for the destruction of
mankind. Why does this happen? This is because the demand of the intellect of
every individual, every group and every nation is that it should protect itself, its
own tribe and its own nation. It has no interest in the protection of the interests
of any other individual, group or nation 1.e. human intellect only sees its own
interest - it has no concern about the welfare of others. Hence, when there is a
clash of interests between different individuals or nations, then a battle of wits
commences in their intellects. In other words, it can be understood that the
sentiments of benefitting oneself and avoiding harm to oneself are included
within the animal instincts of man.

The task of the intellect is to fulfil the demands of the human emotions. For
example, there 1s a beautiful painting in the keeping of an individual and we desire
to obtain it (this 1s the demand of our emotions). However, that individual does
not wish to part with this painting (from this point conflict arises in our
emotions). Now our intellect moves forward and in forms us of various trickeries
on how to acquire this painting. Contrary to this, the intellect of the opponent
tells him what steps should be taken for the protection of this painting (this can
be called the battle of wits). Now it is obvious that the one whose intellect is
sharper will be the one who is successful. After this, the opposing party will be on
the lookout for an opportunity to take revenge on him — this is, in fact, what is
called disorder. This means that the intellect of man follows on behind his
emotions, just like the paws of a dog follow its nose (the smell of its prey). @

@ At this stage these pointers are considered enough. Further details of these issues are
available in my other books Iblees O Adam, Insan Nay Kia Socha and What is Islam?.
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1.22 DecisionsThrough Laws

For the eradication or solution of these conflicts, a human society devises certain
principles which are implemented equally on all the people who live within this
society. These principles are called laws. This means that the various citizens of
this society accept this fact that in the case of conflicting matters, instead of
following their own desires and their own intellects, they will make decisions
according to these accepted principles. The individual who does not decide
according to these principles is forced by the society to abide by them. It is
obvious that these principles (laws) have great significance in the social life of
man. The demand of this requirement is:

(1) In the formulation of these principles there should be no intrusion of the
emotions of any particular individual, any particular party, or any
particular nation.

(2) And these principles should not be such that whenever it 1s wished these
can be changed.

1.23 Immutable Laws

The Quran states that the formulation of these kinds of principles is not within
the capacity of human intellect. This 1s because (in human matters)the intellect
can never be free from emotions. Therefore, these principles should be obtained
from such a place which is high above human emotions, and for Whom all human
beings (not just men of one nation or one era but all of mankind) are equal.
Obviously, such a status cannot be of anyone other than that of the Self of Allah.
Permanent Values are those immutable and unchangeable principles which have
been received from Allah for the guidance of the whole of mankind so that they
can make their decisions in accordance to them. For the practical application of
these principles, human society will work out bye-laws and sub-clauses according
to the requirements of its own era, but there will be no authority to make any
changes or modifications, or any deletions or additions in these principles. As has
already been written, these immutable principles or Permanent Values are those
Divine attributes which are termed as (with a view to comprehension) 'ethical
principles.

1.24 Understanding the Quranic Principles

We have stated above that the formulation of these immutable principles
(Permanent Values) is not within the capability of the human intellect. This does
not mean that in order to understand these principles, and after understanding
them to reach this conclusion that these are indeed true in their claims and do
fulfil their aim, is also out with the scope of the intellect - not at all. The intellect
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can understand them but there is an essential condition for this, which 1s that just
as a scientist carries out observation and study of the outer universe using his
intellect and vision in an objective manner, and does not allow his emotions and
biases to influence them, if in the same way attention and analysis is applied to the
Quranic principles, then their truth emerges and becomes evident. The Quran
itself has informed us of the technique by which to verify the truth of its claims.
In Surah Yunusitis stated:

No, they charge with falsehood that whose knowledge they cannot compass, even
before the elucidation thereof has reached them: thus did those before them make

charges of falsehood: But see what was the end of those who did wrong! (10:39)

The first thing which is stated here is that denial of the Quranic proclamations is
done by those people who do not comprehend its factual realities based on
knowledge (27:84) 1.c. it is essential that in order to understand the Quranic facts
the level of know ledgeup to which human knowledge has reached within a
particular era should remain in front of man. 'Up to the level of knowledge of
this era' is said because, as the level of human knowledge continues to rise, the
Quranic truths keep on becoming uncovered to the same extent,

The second thing it has said is that it is essential that the thinker who is pondering
on the Quranic facts should study world history and become aware of the
circumstances and conditions of previous nations. He will see what the outcome
was of the nation which lived its life according to the principles of the Quran, and
what were the consequences for the one that went against them. It is for this
purpose that the Quran has repeatedly placed great weight on the study of
history.

And the third technique is this, that a society should be allowed to be shaped
according to the Quranic principles. The outcomes of this society will themselves
reveal whether or not these principles are based on truth and fact. This is called
the pragmatic test.

When thinking and reasoning about the facts of the Quran is performed in this
way, then its truths will become uncovered one by one. But (as already noted) the
condition is that this thinking and reasoning should not be allowed to become
contaminated by emotions. As long as human emotions are not kept within the
guidance of Wahi, the truth can never reveal itself before us. The Quran states:
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...And who 1s more astray than one who follows his own lusts, devoid of guidance from

Allah? For Allah guides not people given to wrongdoing, (28:50)

1.25 Problem of Good and Evil

In any event, this reality has also become evident to us that those Permanent
Values or immutable principles according to which a human society should be
shaped are indeed based on the Divine attributes. From this the significance of
having the Divine attributes in front of us in an accurate manner can also be
estimated.

We have already stated that through the correct concept of the Divine attributes
and by their being balanced attributes (Aswa-al-Husna) as per the explanation of
the Quran, this most complicated problem of good and evil becomes
automatically resolved. Briefly, it can be understood as follows: that the deed
which is the cause for development, strength and integration of the human self is
a good deed (and it is obvious that these can only be those deeds which are in
accordance with the Permanent Values or the Divine attributes), and the deed
which produces weakness and disintegration in the human self is evil (and it is
obvious that these can only be those deeds which are contrary to the Permanent
Values).This is the only criterion in the world for good and evil. From this it can
also be judged what the relationship is between the Divine attributes and the
human self, and what their importance is.

1.26 Comprehensiveness of Divine Attributes

From the above explanations this reality becomes evident that there is no corner
of the outer universe and no area of the human world which is such thatitis not
connected to the Divine attributes. Whether it is the life of an individual in the
human world, or the collective life of mankind, the correct shaping and
accomplishment of all is on the pattern of the Divine attributes. These same
attributes become the higher standard for the development of the self of an
individual. And itis from these very attributes that those immutable principles are
shaped, and itis by acting according to them that human society becomes a model
of paradise. Itis to these that the present successes as well as the future ascension
of a human being are linked. By remaining dissociated from these, life can never
reach the human level and instead remains stagnant at the animal level (indeed,
sunk even lower than this).
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It is evident from this what the importance 1s of the correct concept and
knowledge of the Divine attributes in human life. This is the reason that the
Quran has placed so much emphasis on Eimaan in Allah. (The very meaning of
Eimaan in Allah is to have concrete conviction in the Divine attributes). This is
that very basis on which the whole edifice of human life is raised — this is that very
seed from which the 'virtuous' tree of righteous deeds bears fruit. In the words of
Igbal:

Life is built by deeds, Paradise as well as Hell.

There fore, Eimaanin Allah is essentially that focal point around which the whole
universe of man revolves, and this is the reason that the Quran has explained the
Divine attributes with such detailed clarification and exposition. Since this is not
available anywhere in the worlds of religions and philosophies, therefore the
teaching of the Quran is without parallel or example. And because a complete
concept of these attributes is given with in it, there remains no need therefore for
any other book (this also means any Nabior Rasul)after this.

In the following pages, the Quranic explanations of these Divine attributes will
appear before you.

2. laah(god)
2.1  Linguistic Meaning

According to the dictionary, A/'ba, llay'hi, Ya'lahu means to seek refuge from
someone after becoming fearful, or to become awestruck; and A'laba, Ya'lohu
means to give protection to someone, or to take them into peace and security. In
relation to these meanings, I/a"hun will mean such a being from whom protection
can be sought when in danger, to whom supplication can be made for the removal
of difficulties, and from the perception of whose greatness and immensity man
becomes awestruck. Some consider that this word is derived from La"ba, Ya'lehu,
which means to hold high status and to be hidden from sight.

Some say that A"/zha means that that person has become a slave, and A/a"hahu
means that he has made him his slave. From this view point, l/a"hun will mean
such a being whose supremacy and sovereignty should be accepted, whose law
should be obeyed, and whose rule should be adhered to.
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Note how the traits noted above can be found in some form or another among
the various concepts which the human mind has established about 'god". Their
being supreme and great, hidden from sight, becoming awestruck by its
perception, turning to it for help in times of anxiety caused by troubles,
prostrating before it with lowliness and humbleness and obeying its orders - in
other words, I/a'hun is that comprehensive term which encompasses every kind
of conceptof 'God".

The Quran has used the word Allah for the Divine Selt(details will be given in the
next chapter) i.e. Allah is the name of the Self of God, the description of Whose
attributes is spread throughout the pages of the Quran like sparkling pearls. For
example, we say that Allah is Rabeers, Allah is Kareens — so Raheemi and Kareemi are
attributes of Allah. The view of most about this word (Allah) is that it is in facta
combination of AFla"hun. Through frequent usage the word has gradually
evolved to become Allah from 4/-/a"hun. In the Arabic language, by prefixing 4/
a common noun becomes a proper noun. From this perspective the meaning of
Allah will be that particular Ilzah Whose concept the Quran has put forward.

The focal point of Quranic teachingis [a-llaha-i-Lallah1.e. there is no such being,
no such power in the universe which can be acknowledged as I/zah — such a being
is only the One Who 1s called Allah by the Quran. In other words, this then means
thatitis only the law of Allah which is such Whose obedience should be adhered
to in the universe; from Whom means of protection should be sought; Who
should be made a shield for all troubles and difficulties. This law of His is so great
and high, and master of so much power and supremacy, that man becomes lost in
awe at the thought of His greatness and omnipotence. Looking at it from this
angle, I/aah brings forward the concept of Allah as a Being, and from another
angle it is also His attribute. It is for this reason that we have commenced our
illumination from the term I/aah, so that after this the name of His Being (Allah)
comes before us, and then the attributes of this Self, one by one, keep on
becoming a source for the shining light of the heart and vision.

We have stated above that the fundamental point of Quranic teaching is La-llaha-
i-Lallah. This proclamation has two parts. One ideological i.e. assurance of this
matter and acceptance of this fact that there is no such power in the world before
which one should prostrate, which should be obeyed, which should be accepted
as master, and which should be considered as the focus of attention to meet one's
needs — this is a negative aspect. This is a passive part of this teachingi.e. whatever
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is in the mind about 'subjugation' should be forgotten, and when in this way the
land is cleared, then a new structure should be erected over it. This is a positive
aspect L.e. after rejecting all powers, acceptance of this fact that there is one and
only one such power whose obedience is essential and prostrating in front of
which is appropriate i.e. Allah. Removing all powers from the path in this way and
creating a direct connection of man with Allah is the fundamental teaching of the
Quran. And since the principal teaching of the Quran is not a new teaching butis
the same message which is coming from Allah right from the beginning,
therefore every messenger would renew this very same message.

2.2 Teaching of Different Anbiya
For example, the Quran states about Noah:

We sent Noah to his people: He said: 'O my people! Obey Allah, you have no other
Ilaah (god) but Him..." (23:23) See also (7:59)

Regarding a messenger who came after Noah:

And We sent to them a messenger from among themselves (saying): 'Obey Allah! you have
no other Ilaah but Him. Will you not fear Him (thc consequences of not fmllowiug Him)?'
(23:32)

Regarding the messenger Hud:
...He said: 'O my people! Obey Allah, you have no other Ilaah but Him..."(7:65)

About the messenger Saleh:

...He said: 'O my people.‘ ObE}-’ Allah, you have no other Ilaah (god) but Him..."(7:73)
also see (I11:61)

And the messenger Shoaib:

...He said: 'O my people.‘ Obey Allah, you have no other Ilaah but Him...' (7:85:1 See also
(11:84)
\ " A

About the messenger Ilyas:

To Be Continued
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