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My dear friends, today is January 15, 1982 and today's lecture starts with Surah 
َ َ َّ ََّ َّ ُّ َ َMuhammad ( ) verse 1:  (47:1) – People محــــمد ِّالذِینَ كفروا وصدوا عن سبیل اللـھ أضل أعْمالھم َ َ ُْ ُ ِ َ ََ ِ َ

who not only reject the Divine Order themselves, but also hinder others from coming 
towards the path of Allah, will find that their efforts will go to waste. The Divine 
order will definitely be established. 
Obstructions in the path of Allah  
In the past followers of a particular religion would use their power and authority to 
stop others from practicing their religions. But nowadays that does not happen 
anymore. So, who are the people who erect greatest roadblocks in the path of Allah? 
And what techniques do they use to do that? The Quran itself has provided details 
about these people and the technique they used to mislead people and to drive them 
away from the path of Allah. 
The Quran says that Messengers of Allah used to bring  (Deen) from Allah. This دین

 (Deen) was written and recorded in the book of Allah. After the Messengers left, دین
religious priesthood came into existence. Its proponents, instead of the  (Deen) دین
given by the Messengers, self-crafted religion and made it a profession thus turning 
the  (Deen) into religion. دین
My dear friends, the Quran calls its divine system and its teachings  (Al-Deen). In الدین
contrast, I use the term religion for its corrupted version that priesthood promotes in 
the name of divine system. We hear the words 'religion of Islam' from every pulpit. 
We rarely hear the word  (Deen). Priesthood uses the term 'Islamic Sharia' for its دین
self-crafted religious sharia. This is how priesthood promotes it – by making it a 
profession. This is how religious priesthood becomes the greatest roadblock in the 

َْ ُ َ َّ َََّْ ُ ْ َّ َُpath of Allah. The Quran says: یا أیُّھا الذِینَ آمنوا إن كثیرا منَ الأحبار والـرھبان لیأكلونَ أموال الـناس َ ْ ِ ِِ ْ َ َ ُّ َ ّ ً َِ ِ ََ ِ َ َ
َّ ُّْ  (9:34) – O You who profess Iman! Be careful of the priests ِبالباطل ویصدونَ عن سبیل الـلـھ ُِ َ َِ َ َ ِِ َِ

and mystics! Many devour the wealth of the masses by deception and falsehood – and 
thus they become the roadblock in the path of Allah. 
Please always keep this difference in mind between the divine system of Allah and its 
man-made mutated form created by priesthood. As mentioned before, this is well 
illustrated by the term  (Deen) which is Allah's pure message contained in His دین
Book, the Quran; and the term  (Madhab), its corruptive version that is مذھـب
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 promoted by priesthood in the name of Islam. 
So, there is no need to go anywhere else to find who creates this roadblock in the path 
of Allah. The Quran itself has mentioned who these people are who setup roadblocks 
in Allah's path; –They are priests and mystics who make religion as their profession. 
They oppose Allah's  (Deen) because it stops their profession; because it stops دین
their freeloading. Therefore, religious priesthood cannot exist in  (Deen). The دین
Quran says that whenever a messenger came from Allah and conveyed the divine 
message, the first to oppose him were the religious priests. They opposed the 
messenger because he challenged the status quo, because he challenged their belief 
that what they were professing in the name of the divine was not sanctioned by God 
but it was their own self-crafted religion. At this the religious priesthood played with 
people's emotion and roared: Look! He is telling you to leave your ancestral way; he 
is telling that your ancestors were misguided? At this the people became enraged and 
the priesthood went after the messenger – and made sure the divine message falls on 
deaf ears. 
So, the greatest opposition to messengers came from priesthood. It is understandable 
that the Quraysh opposed the Prophet (PBUH). But the Quraysh were clear about 
their opposition: they had achieved their racial superiority and elite position in tribal 
hierarchy – and  (Deen) cut the very root of this elitism. Quraysh derived دین
tremendous benefits by being the custodian of Kaaba: this provided them high 
respect not only among their own tribe but also among surrounding tribes. The Quran 
tells that Quraysh's caravans travelled all year round safely while others' caravan 
were often looted and plundered. So, the Quran asks Quraysh to adopt the obedience 
of the Almighty Creator and Sustainer from whose House they are deriving so much 
benefit being its cutodians. They understood that they will lose all these benefits by 
doing this. So, they strongly opposed it. But the opposition by Jews was based on 
religious priesthood. Clashes with the Quraysh were open and understandable, and 
ended after few years after Prophet's victory at Makkah. But the machinations of the 
Jews continued until they were driven away from Medina; then from Khyber; and 
then eventually from the entire Arabian Peninsula. 
My dear friends, we all know that no divine messenger is going to come after our 
Prophet (PBUH). We also know that, unlike previous messengers' divine books, the 
divine book Al-Quran given to the Ummah by our Prophet (PBUH) is protected by 
none other than its Author the Almighty Creator of the Universe. But the religious 
priesthood stands in its way and does not let anyone come near the Quran by creating 
and propagating their own Sharia and religion in the name of Islam. And if anyone 
invites people directly to the Book of Allah then the biggest opposition against it 
comes from the religious priesthood. Thus religious priests become the greatest 
roadblock in the path of Allah. Those who reject the Quran are openly against it. They 
do not pretend that they are believers. But those who profess to believe in the Quran 
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َ َّسبیل ویحْسبوُنَ :but do not let people come near it, the Quran proclaims وإنھم لیصدُّونََّ َھم عن ال َ ُ ََ ِ ْ ُ ْ ُِ ِ َِ َ
ونَ They obstruct people from coming to the right path. They throw – (43:37) أنھم مھتدَََُّ ْ ُّ ُ

such a snare of deception around them, that they do not realize that they have gone 
astray; and they remain under the illusion that they are on the right path. 
This requires further pondering my friends. The Quran makes it clear who is really on 

ْ َّ ُُ ُ َّ ْthe right path:  (2:120) – Say to the people of the book O Prophet َقل إن ھدى اللـھ ھو الھدى ِ َٰ ُ َ ِ
(PBUH): “The question is not whether mine or yours is the right path. Only that path 
can be the right one which is shown by Allah's Revelation (which you do not have in 

ّits original form) but the Quran preserves it.” The Kuffar ( ) do not pretend nor do کفار
they claim that they are on the right path. Those who speak from religious pulpits are 
the ones who claim and think that they are on the right path but in reality they are not. 
They thus put up barriers in the path of Allah. The touchstone to decide the right path 
from the wrong path is now preserved within the pages of the Quran after the Prophet 
(PBUH). Allah's guidance does not exist anywhere outside the Quran. Those who 
find guidance outside of the Quran are the ones who put barriers in the path leading to 
Allah. 
The true Iman must reflect Quran's truth

ْ ََُّّ َْ ُّ َّ ُ ُ ُ ل على محمدٍُ ھّم ۙ كفر عنھم :The Quran says والذین آمنوا وعملوا الصالحات وآمنوا بما نز ِ وھو الحق من رب َ َِ ِ َِّ ِ َّ ََّ َ َ ُ َ َ َْ ُ َ ْ ِِـ ِـ ٰ َ ِ َ ََ َ َ َ َ
ََ َ َ  (47:2) – On the other hand, those who believe in the truthfulness of ْسیئّاتھم وأصلح بالھم َِْ ُ َ ْ َِ َِ

the Divine Order and code of life (the Quran), which is their Sustainer's established 
truth as revealed unto Muhammad, and work according to His constructive program, 
will find that their firm faith and continuous efforts will improve the human 
condition of their society. Furthermore their abilities will develop as a result of their 
steadfast and unwavering commitment to the divine mission. 
We should note an extremely important point here. These people will work hard for 
the welfare of humankind according to the program laid out in the Quran; by 
committing themselves one hundred percent on what has been revealed on 

َ ّ ُ ََّ Muhammad (PBUH) –  (47:2). So, this becomes the condition ofوآمنوا بما نزل على محمدٍُ ُ ََ ٰ ِ َ ِ َ َ
Iman. Now, Iman becomes linked with the Quran because that is what was revealed 
on Muhammad (PBUH). Without the Iman on the Quran there is no Iman. We may 
say then that what is the big issue here? Every Muslim believes that. Well, let us see.
A movement called Brahmo Samaji Islam was started in India to counter the growing 
strength of the Pakistan movement among Muslims. Maulana Azad was a towering 
figure and a hugely popular Islamic scholar as well as the President of Indian 
National Congress. He was staunch opponent of Pakistan movement – which 
claimed that  (Deen) is the foundation of Islam and, therefore, it wanted to create a دین
nation based on Islamic foundation; and that this cannot be achieved by remaining in 
India. Gandhi replied that religion is private affair and it is has nothing to with 
politics. He blamed Jinnah of unnecessarily dragging religion into politics. This was 
the sticking point and the bone of contention between the Congress and the Muslim 
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 League. However, our Islamic scholars – called nationalist Ulema – were against the 
Muslim League and in favor of the Congress and agreed with Gandhi that, yes, 
religion has nothing to do with politics. They proclaimed from every platform that 
our religion will remain protected in united India; that we will have freedom to pray 
and fast in united India.
Brahmo Samaji Islam advocated by Maulana Azad in his Tafsir
But this was not having much effect on Muslim masses who were overwhelmingly in 
favor of Pakistan. Gandhi attributed this to the teaching of Islam to children. He said 
that telling Muslim children that Islam is superior to other religions and that Islam is 
the only true religion – is bad and is the biggest problem. He advised that this kind of 
teaching should not be promoted among children; that something has to be done 
about it. So, Maulana Azad stepped forward and fulfilled Mr. Gandhi's wishes. He 
wrote in his Tafsir of the Quran that it is wrong to say that this religion is superior or 
that religion is inferior; that this religion is true or that religion is false. One should 
not say that because universal truths are found in every religion; that if followers of 
every religion stick to their religion then Islam says that its duty is fulfilled. My dear 
friends! Pay attention to what Maulana Azad said. He proclaimed that our concept of 
Islam and the claim of the Quran that Islam is the only true  (Deen) is false. He, in دین
effect, said that there is no need to have Iman in the Quran.  
Congress vigorously promoted Maulana Azad's Tafsir and distributed millions of 
copies of this part of his Tafsir throughout India in many different languages. As a 
result, his popularity shot up through the sky. His stature was untouchable. No one 
could dare to criticize Maulana Azad for promoting this false idea – an idea that is 
clearly against the Quran. So, this “sinner” – yours truly – raised his voice against the 
false idea promoted in his Tafsir. I wrote an article in which I disproved every claim 
that he had put forward and I exposed that this is a false religion that is being 
promoted to please Hindus and to misguide Muslims. My article was published and 
republished. Several of his friends approached him to reply to my critical article. But 
he could not reply.             
According to the Quran, there is no Islam without Iman on Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) 
It is meaningless to say that Islam allows adherence to one's own religion. It requires 

َ ّ “ Iman onنزل على محمدٍُ ” – i.e., Iman in what was revealed on Muhammad (PBUH). ََّ ُ ََ ٰ ِ
َ ّ ُ ََّ :That is why I mentioned that we have to stop here and ponder وآمنوا بما نزل على محمدٍُ ُ ََ ٰ ِ َ ِ َ َ

ُّْ ُ   (47:2) – And they believe in what was revealed to Muhammad َّوھو الحق من ربھّم ِْ َِ ِ َ َ
(PBUH) - for it is the truth from their Sustainer. It is therefore required that anyone 
who wants to have Iman must believe in what was revealed on Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH). The Quran asks everyone including the people of the book to believe the 

ْْ ُْ ْْ َ َ ُ ََway the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions believed:  َفإن آمنوا بمثل ما آمنـتم بھ فقدِ اھتدوا ِ ِِِ َ َ ِ َ ِ
(2:137) – And if others come to believe in the way you believe, they will indeed find 
themselves on the right path. The Quran even demands us – born Muslims – to 
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َّ ْ َّ َْ َْ َّ ُ  ـورسولھ والكتاب الذِي نََُ �ــّ ِزل على رسولھ believe:  (4:136) – O you who یا أیُّھا الذِیــنَ آمنوا آمنوا با ِ ُ َ ِ ِ ِ ُ َِ ِ ِ ََ َ ِ ََ َ َ
profess to believe! Hold fast unto your belief in Allah, His Messengers, and the Book 
which He has sent to this Messenger (4:136). Why everyone is asked to believe on 

ُّْ ُwhat was revealed on Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)? Because   (47:2) َّھو الحق من ربھّم ِْ َِ ِ َ
– that is The Truth that has been revealed by Allah. It encompasses all the previous 
truths that were revealed by Allah to earlier messengers. The  (Deen) was the same دین
that came to all the previous messengers from Allah but it didn't remain protected. So, 
now, the  (Deen) has been perfected – because it is directed to all of humanity – and دین

ُّْ ُis preserved forever in the Quran revealed on Muhammad (PBUH). ۙ وھو الحق من ربھّم َّ ِْ َِ ِ َ َ
ََ َ ََّْ َ  (47:2) – This is THE TRUTH from Allah. Human abilities ْكفر عنھم سیئّاتھم وأصلح بالھم َِ َْ ُ َ ْ َ ْ ُ َِ َِ

will develop as a result of their steadfast and unwavering commitment to the divine 
mission; and their minor errors will be compensated by the good work. 
Momineen ( ) will have supreme position ( ) in the world  مومنین اعلون
My dear friends, the Quran addresses human beings. The story of Adam – which is 
the story of man – begins with the man apologizing to Allah for his mistake. This 
indicates that human beings are prone to commit mistakes. However, the negative 
consequences of the mistakes can be compensated by good actions resulting in the 

ََ َimprovement of the overall human condition:  (47:2). This is the claim of َْْوأصلح بالھم ُ َ َ
َ ََُْ ُ ُthe Quran for those who believe in it and act accordingly. It says: وأنتم الأعْلونَ إن كنـتم ِْ ُ َ

ِمنینَ You shall surely be uppermost in the world, provided you are true – (3:139) مؤْ ِ ُّ
ْ ْ ًَّ َ منیـنَ سبیـلا believers. And:  (4:141) – Never will Allah allowولن یجعل اللـھُ للكافرین على المؤََْ َِ ِ ِ ِ َ ْ ََ ُ َِ ِ َ َ

the unbelievers an upper hand over the believers. From every corner we hear the 
words “This is Islamic,” “That is Islamic.” But we never test ourselves on the 
Quranic touchstone (3:139, 4:141) to observe what our condition is in the world; 
what verdict do we receive after conducting this objective test? 
Al-Haq ( ) does not exist anywhere else outside the Quranالحق
And, according to the Quran this objective test does not exist anywhere else outside 

ْٰ َّ َ ْ َّ ََّ َّ ََّـ ُ َّ ََّ َof it. The Quran mentions: ۚ ھّم لك بأن الذِیـنَ كفروا اتبعوا الباطل وأن الذِیـنَ آمنوا اتبعوا الحق من رب َ ذ ِ َ َِّ ِ َ َ َ ُُ ُْ َِ ِــ َ َِ
َٰ ََّ َ َّ َ ِ للناس أمثالھم This is because those who oppose the Divine Order – (47:3) كذلك یضْرب اللـھَُ ُ َ ِْ ِ َْ ُ ِ

follow what is FALSEHOOD (Baatil - ), while those who believe in the Divine باطل
Order pursue the program given by their Sustainer and thus follow what is THE 
TRUTH (Al-Haq - ). Since this program is based on truth it will definitely الحق
produce positive and tangible results that is beneficial to entire humankind. This is 
how, via example, Allah explains the condition and conduct of human beings. 

To be Continued
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