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The Human Self and Allah

Episode No. 4
By G. A. Parwez

(Translated by: Dr. Ejaz Rasool)

(1) Their development can only take place provided that man keeps
the Divine attributes as a standardin front of him. This is the
fundamental relationship between a human being and Allah. That
which is termed as obedience ofthe Divine lawsis not the
obedience of the orders of (Allah forbid) a tyrant or absolute
dictator, but instead is obedience of the guidance through which
development of the human self takes place. By obeying these
instructions, the demands of this human self are satisfied.

It 1s also clear from this that when we mention the Divine
attributes (Asma-al-Husna), then it is also in fact a reference to the
attributes (finite and in a constrained form) of our own self. This is
why itis stated in the Quran:

We have revealed for you ( O men!) a Book in which is a
message for you...(21:10)

Surely, We have sent a Book in your direction in which is your
Zikr. (The meanings of Zikr are eminence and importance and
also to mention).

(1]
In the words of Igbal:

Muhammad is Yours, so is Gabriel, and the Quran too,
But this sweet Word, is it Your representation or mine?

(2) As the human self keeps developing, he continues to become a
participant in the creative programme of Allah. In this way the

@ Sir Dr. Muhammad Igbal — Poet of the East.
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which Allah is, how ever, the Companion with the higher status.

This relationship between Allah and man will not be found anywhere
else other than in the Quran. Among the followers of religion in the east
the relationship of man with God is only this much that man worships
God because this is the command of God, which man has to obey
whether willingly or unwillingly. If an individual does not obey His
command, then God becomes angry. In order to appease Him it is
necessary to make offerings to Him, or to gain intercession through
someone 'closer’ to Him. When He becomes pleased in this way, the
wishes of man are met, and if He remains angry, then man becomes stuck
in misfortune.

Contrary to this, according to the philosophers and thinkers of the West,
the relevance of God is only related to the outer universe in which His
laws (in the form of natural laws) are operating. It is the task of man to
study these laws, and by employing them, harness the forces of nature
and bring them into his use. As for the human world, in this men will need
to resolve their matters through the use of their own intellect and
wisdom,; for these there are no immutable principles and laws.

Another concept of the relationship with God is that of those people who
have faith in 'spiritualism'. They claim that they have a direct contact
with God. They talk to God, hold meetings with Him, get the
supplications of people accepted from Him, He discloses hidden matters
to them etc., etc. The concept of these kinds of connections is also against
Quranic teaching. Whatever Allah wished to impart to mankind is
conveyed in a complete form for the last time in His Book (the Quran).
The only means of contact now with Allah for human beings is by
following His Book.

From this, this reality will have become evident to you, why the Quran
has proclaimed to the 'God worshippers' of the world:

So if they have Eimaan as you have Eimaan, they are indeed on the
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right path...(2:137)

If these people accept Eimaanin the way that you (Jamaat eMomineen)
have accepted it, only then can you acknowledge that they have found
the correct path of life. If they do not accept Eimaan like this and
continue to believe in God according to their own concepts, then in the
register of Allah they will not be counted among those who have 'Eimaan
in Allah' i.e. according to the Quran this will not be called Eimaan in
Allah. Furthermore, this much should also be fully understood, that the
practical concept of having 'Eimaan in Allah' means to obey His
commands and laws. The Quran does not count that individual who
accepts Allah in words yet obeys the commands of non-Allah (other than
Allah),as being among the followers of Allah:

...if any do fail to judge by (the light of) what Allah has revealed, they
are (no better than) Unbelievers. (5:44)

Those people who do not make decisions according to the Book of Allah
are the ones who are called Kafir @

1.17 Asma-al-Husna (Balanced Attributes)

Not only has the Quran mentioned the Divine attributes in general terms
but by declaring these as Al-Asma-al-Husna, has draw nattention
towards another fact. Husna is derived from Husn, and this is the name of
precise proportion. If the proportion of a thing is even slightly disturbed,
its Husn no longer remains. This is why historians have said that 'if
Cleopatra had a slightly flatter nose, the map of history would have been
something else'. The meaning of Asma-al-Husnais that, whereas these
attributes of Allah are most supreme and most complete, infinite

@ Kafir-this termis used for those who do not accept the Quran as a revelation from

Allah The word is normally translated as non-believer. Its root Kufir (K-F-R) has
many facets which include to knowingly deny truth, to prevent, to defy Divine laws.
Basically, it means to cover or conceal. It means open denial, not hypocrisy (which is
concealed). It also means withholding the means of subsistence which Allah has
created for the benefit of the whole of humanity. (Ed)



2022 &0 63 (NEFE-LL

proportion 1s also found in them. The fact is that correct (and
constructive) results can only be derived from attributes and traits
when there is precise proportion and balance present in these
attributes and traits. No prescription can be effective until there is
precise proportion in the weight of its constituent medicinal
ingredients. Taking this concept further, this reality will become
evident that, for example, water is life-giving but only in that
situation when there is a correct proportion of it in the human
body. If there is even the slightest decrease or increase in its
proportion, then human health is adversely affected; not only does
health deteriorate, but if its proportion exceeds a limit (as happens
in the case of drowning) then this can result in immediate death.
Another example is of arsenic, which is a killer chemical, but if it
is given in a correct dose it promotes life and sustains strength.

Moving away from the physical world, let us enter the domain of ethics
in which this same reality can be seen to be working. For example, being
gentle is a pleasant trait but if it exceeds a certain limit, then this becomes
disgrace. Forgiveness and overlooking something are good traits within
limits, but if these limits are exceeded then it becomes cowardice.
Spending wealth is necessary for life, but if it deviates towards excess it
becomes wastefulness, and if it 1s held back then it becomes miserliness.
Therefore, attributes and traits only produce pleasant effects when their
proportion is correct. In other words, in order to establish correct results
itis absolutely essential that there is balance in the attributes.

1.18 Apparently Contradictory Attributes

In the same way that there are Divine attributes in the Divine Self,
similarly when there is development in the human self, there is a need for
its attributes also to have balance. You will see that the whole teaching of
the Quran revolves around this central point. It is stated clearly in 1t
which attribute should manifest itself on what occasion, and to what
extent this manifestation should be. Allah gives both life and death
(23:80). He is also the giver of severe punishment (2:165) and the One
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with mercy (2:160). To the superficial gaze there appears to be a
contradiction in these attributes, but for the visionary who
descends from the surface and reaches down into the depths of
reality, he can say with full surety and certainty based on evidence
that there is no contradiction in understanding and stating it as
such -that water can both promote life as well as end life. This was
the superficiality of vision as a result of which Christianity stated
that God is Mercy and that salvation is only through His Grace, not
through deeds. And on the other hand, Hinduism created the
philosophy of 'Karm-yog', according to which there is no escape
whatsoever from the punishment resulting from a wrong deed
(big or small). (The doctrine of reincarnation is based on this
assumption). In opposition to both these beliefs, the Quran
informs us for example, that:

(1) Arsenic, ifused in appropriate measure, is useful.

(2)If it exceeds this proportion slightly, then its harmful effects will
ensue.

(3) And ifit greatly exceeds a certain limit then it becomes fatal.

Point (3) is that condition where the Law of Requital will be declared as
being a severe punishment (4zaab) i.e. holder of fatal consequences. But
under point (2) it is obvious that by taking suitable actions the dangerous
effects of arsenic can be removed. This is called Tawwabiyyat
(returning). This reality 1s expressed by the Quran in these words:

...For those things that are good, remove those that are evil...(11:114)

This is called Afw in Quranic terms. The proper place for these matters
will come later, where explanations will be provided of Allah's various
attributes in detail. We thought it necessary to illustrate it briefly at this
stage so that this reality becomes clear:

a. What the true meaning of the apparently opposing attributes of the
Selfof Allah is.
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b. What the significance of the attributes being proportionate and
balanced s.

c. When these attributes become reflected in the self of an individual
with correct proportion and balance, he will be declared as the
holder of a balanced personality; and the degree to which a
balanced personality epitomises true contentment and real peace
and happiness, there is no need to say anything further about that.

d. And it is obvious how balanced that society itself will be which
consists of such individuals whose personalities are balanced;and
the level of peace and tranquility in which humanity will live
because of the establishment of such a society, there is no need to
elaborate further on that either.

In relation tothe Divine attributes, these matters will also not be available
anywhere other than in the Quran. This fact will also become apparent
from these details later, with what beauty and finesse the ethical values
become defined, and with what ease the clash between good and evil
becomes resolved which has perturbed and muddled the intellectual
world from the beginning till today. (Further discussion regarding this
point will come a littlelater on).

1.19 The Infinite Attributes of Allah
At this stage this much further clarification is necessary that some of
Allah's attributes are such that their precise definition (like the form and
reality of the Divine Self) 1s beyond the cognitive limits of our intellect.
For example, it is stated in the Quran that He 1s the First and the Last’
(57:3). We have already previously stated that the concept of such a time
which has no beginning any where can never even enter our mind, nor
can we even conceive of the concept of a space which has no limits.
When we state about Allah that He 1s the First, we simply cannot truly
and correctly compreh end His infinitude. Our mind will of a certainty
make 1its beginning from some point or other. Similarly, when we state
about Him that He 1s the Last, then our mind cannot conceive of this
either - it will definitely come to a standstill at some point or other.

To Be Continued
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