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Surah Al-Muddaththir (          ) – Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 29: Chapter 22

By G. A. Parwez

(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends! Today is March 2, 1984 and today’s lecture starts with verse 33 of 

Surah Al-Muddaththir (          ).

The divine system of life presented by the Quran is a guiding light for future 

generations

Dear friends! I had mentioned in the last lecture that Quran told its enemies, the 

Quresh, that result of their wrong system will be doom and destruction. The word that 

has come for this “doom and destruction” in the Quran is . I had also mentioned ِعَذَاب

that the moment this word  comes in the Quran our attention shifts to the ِاب ذَ عَ

punishment of the Hereafter. We all have to believe in The Day of Judgment, the 

Hereafter, and their details given in the Quran. But it is not the case that the result of a 

wrong system will only come out in the Hereafter; they also come out in this world. 

The result of a wrong system that appears in this world serves as a reminder that any 

nation which establishes a wrong system its end will also be doom and destruction, 

just like it happened to past nations. When the Quran describes the stories of past 

nations it always emphasizes that these were not mere random historical events but 

nations’ destructions and ruins were the results of wrong systems they followed. And 

these past historical accounts serve as lesson and reminder for future generations. 

The Quresh used to pass by these ruins in their caravans and used to talk about them 

in their discourses. Referring to some ruin they will normally say that this is a ruin of 

such and such a nation in such and such a time; but the Quran points out that this is the 

result of it following a wrong system. The Quran gives examples of the people of 

Noah, the people of Aad, the people of Thamud, the people of Madyan, the people of 

Pharaoh, the people of Moses – and tells that they were ruined because they had 

established wrong systems of life. And it reminds and warns people not to establish a 

wrong system of life because the result would be the same as had happened to past 

nations that established wrong systems. These were not due to some random or 

emergency events. These were the results of the universal law of requital. This law is 

applicable to all places and all times in this world itself: right system will produce 
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good results and wrong system will produce bad results. The entire formula of Deen 

rests on the foundation provided by the law of requital. 

The difference between the punishment from outside and natural result of 

wrong action

Dear friends! We have this wrong concept of punishment that God personally 

punishes nations practicing wrong systems. One type of punishment is extrinsic like 

what is done by courts through legal system. But all this happens from outside. 

However, the punishment meted out through the law of requital is intrinsic: the law 

starts acting as soon as the action is performed.  For example, the result of ingesting 

poison does not come from outside but is inherent in its nature itself. There is no 

interference from outside. It does not make any difference whether the poison is 

swallowed in public or in private; or whether someone is watching or not. The result 

is going to be the same. The Quran’s  is similar in nature: the destruction is built ِعَذَاب

into the wrong action. 

The use allegorical meaning of  as it relates to worldly life of Hellِعَذَاب

My dear friends! The Quran emphasizes again and again that the history of 

destruction of past nations is not mere historical accidents but the result of their 

wrong systems of life. It presents these destructions as evidence of the working of the 

law of requital in the real world: The future life of a nation is dictated by the type of 

the life-system it practices. It will be good and heavenly if the system is based on 

fairness and justice for all. If the system is unfair and unjust then its result will be 

destruction as it happened in the past and the life of the people until that doom and 

destruction comes will be a life of ; it will be a life that reduces everything to ِعَذَاب

ashes. This is the metaphorical meaning of the word . If one were to look beneath ِعَذَاب

the surface then it would become manifest that, indeed, people would be going 

through a hellish life here, in this world. It is as if they were engulfed in hellfire from 

all sides. 

The sorry state of all nations right now

Dear friends! All nations of the world today are engulfed in . No one feels ِاب ذَ عَ

peaceful. All the peoples of the world are suffering so much of this hellish life that 

they have no choice but to appeal to God for peace and protection. And Muslims are 

suffering dual slavery: their rulers are slaves to superpowers and the people are 
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slaves to their rulers – no matter the claims of sovereignty from our governments. 

Their sovereignty is nothing but a joke. The kind of  we are suffering under has ِعَذَاب

been brought about by our leaders who are captive to other powers and to their own 

self-interests. Those who follow the Quran should not live their life as everyone else 

under status quo but must stand up and challenge these vested groups responsible for 

this devastating . The Muslim Ummah must not leave this  up to the ِاب ذَ عَ ابِ ذَ عَ

Hereafter. As I said it is our lack of Iman in the law of requital that lets these wrong 

systems to get entrenched; and lets crimes and criminals to flourish. My dear friends! 

The crux of the Quran’s teaching is that the life outcome will be in accordance with 

the type of life system that is established.

Prophet’s clash with the Quresh and its outcome

The Quresh were enjoying special elite status among the Arabs. The Prophet 

(PBUH) was constantly reminding them about the wrong system they had 

established that preserved and promoted their elitism and privilege. He kept warning 

them that the result of their wrong system will be doom and destruction. This meant 

that all their privileges that they enjoyed; their elite status; their wealth and power; 

their custody of Kaba; all these will be gone. The Quresh could not understand this: 

How could the Prophet (PBUH) threaten the mighty Quresh with dire consequences 

like these with his small group of people mostly drawn from the lower wrung of the 

society. This the Quresh could never fathom. The Quran’s style is that it provides 

evidence from observable phenomena; from real facts; and proofs based on logic. 

For this the Quran gave example of the moon:  (74:32) – the rising of moon at an ِوَالْقَمَر

appointed time and then going through different precise stages. Dear friends! Just 

imagine what a powerful style of the Quran is!! These few verses that follow 

comprise of only couple of words each: 

(74:32-36)

My dear friends! Quran’s law of requital is real and it operates incessantly on every 

individual and on every nation. But these people believe that this law is not real and 

that the warning given about the oncoming revolution is only an empty threat. This is 

not so. The revolution is a reality which is bound to occur. To provide evidence the 

Quran asks the Prophet (PBUH) to tell them to look at the discipline and order with 

which the entire system of the Universe functions according to the divine law. Then 

ask them to reflect: Is it difficult for the Almighty, whose limitless forces are doing 
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such wondrous work, to bring about such a revolution? Just look at the moon?        

(74:32) – Its appearance at the proper time and its passage through the 

various stages. Look at the alternation of day and night?                (74:33) – When the 

darkness of the night turns into the gleam of dawn.                  (74:34) – And look at 

the appearance of morning with full brilliance. All these changes are living proof of 

the workings of the divine law of nature. The promised revolution will take place 

according to this law. And this revolution will be one of the greatest events in human 

history. It will gradually increase in its intensity like the moon and all traces of the 

darkness of ignorance shall disappear by its light. The truth shall dawn. We hereby 

warn them that this is bound to happen. Let everyone be aware of it. 

The Quran’s wisdom, its clarity of expression and its soundness of meaning

My dear friends! If you know little bit of Arabic then you can relish these verses. The 

style of the Quran is a miracle from the literary point of view as well. Just take the 

above verses (74:32-36). These are verses comprising of only few words but they 

rhyme so beautifully. And if one knows their meaning then one feels very ecstatic. 

One can say: How could this first moon remove the darkness of the night? The Quran 

says that okay it is the case that in the first few nights the moon looks more like a fine 

line. But don’t you observe how it becomes full glowing moon progressively very 

soon? The same way this small group comprising of the Prophet (PBUH) and his 

companions spreading its light progressively has reached this stage. Look at the 

night? Its darkness disappears as the moon rises. The Quran says that in the same way 

the evil forces of darkness will disappear by the spreading light of this small group 

grounded in justice and fairness.   

Dear friends! Let me mention an important point here. In the verses       .                 

(74:33) and                 (74:34) the words “ ” and “ ” both mean “when” but in ْذ إِ ا إِذَ

Arabic there is a fine difference: The word “ ” is used when things happened in the ْإِذ

past, e.g., when the night was over then darkness disappeared. But the word “ ” is إِذَا

used when some future event happens suddenly, e.g., when the morning appears after 

the night or when someone suddenly lifts the veil from the face. What to say of this 

language and what to say of the Quran’s use of words of this language, my dear 

friends?!  How the new born moon is like a fine thin line initially and then it 

gradually increases in size and, consequently, the darkness of the night slowly 

reduces. But when the morning lifts the veil from its face then suddenly the entire 

world starts shining:
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From the sunshine the dark night will disappear ultimately

From the song of Tauhid this world will resonate ultimately

This is                (74:33);                    (74:34).

The Quranic meaning of  and   إِحْدَى كُبَر

Dear friends! After this the Quran says:                     (74:35) – this event that you are 

being forewarned will come. Although the word  means one but here the word  ٌأَحَد إِحْدَى

has come which means “unique event that has no parallel.” Already there is 

uniqueness in the meaning of  but then the Quran further says that this event will إِحْدَى

be the greatest:  means such an extreme event that has no parallel in history in its الْكُبَر

intensity. It is a miracle that the Quran captures all this in just two words:             .  

The Quresh are being told that this is what is going to happen to you – Those Quresh 

who were at the top of the Arab society; who were the custodians of Kaba; whose 

business caravans were running day and night completely protected; who enjoyed 

unmatched racial superiority and had the biggest tribe among the Arabs. These were 

the Quresh. And in their opposition were these few refugees who had fled from their 

homes and had sought asylum in Medina. They had no resources to fight the Quresh. 

This was their condition: insignificant as dust but claiming to build a new society? 

However,                   (74:35) – surely this great event that the Quresh were being 

forewarned will come without any parallel in history. But the question is: Why was 

this being done? The answer:               (74:36) – This was being done in order to warn 

human beings. Let everyone be aware of it.

Quran’s warning to entire humanity

Dear friends! As I mentioned, this is not to scare people but to make them aware and 

warn them about the consequences of the wrong system. These consequences 

happen regardless of time and place. The next verse talks about what the objective is 

of this universal system (i.e., this system of Deen); what method is to be used for 

propagating this light and guidance; and what process should be followed for 

establishing this true system. As I have said the teaching of the Quran is not for a 

particular person or for a particular nation. It is about Life itself. It tells that Life will 

advance ahead through progressive evolutionary steps regardless of the barriers (of 

wrong systems) it encounters in its way.
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Identifying the idea of evolution 1400 years ago   

My dear friends! This evolutionary process that the Quran mentions starts with a 

single cell it calls  .  In this age credit has been given to scientists for ٍنَفْسٍ وَاحِدَة

advancing the theory of evolution. But the Quran told 1400 years ago that Life started 

with a single cell and then it proceeded further through different stages. In this 

process of evolution any life species that is able to acquire enough strength advances 

to the next stage of evolution, which the Quran describes by just two words:       

        (6:98).  Life stays in a stage and tries to develop its abilities. If it acquires 

enough strength then it is able to advance to the next stage of the evolutionary process 

with better ability and strength. Life, through these slow and long evolutionary 

stages, reached the human form. Those life species that do not acquire enough 

strength remain either stuck at a certain stage, or they become extinct. I do not want to 

digress from my main topic, otherwise I would have presented how new scientific 

research from the theory of evolution supports this Quranic view of Life’s 

evolutionary process of                  (6:98). The Quran uses the word “ ” for ِیم حِ جَ

getting stuck and not progressing further. It also uses the word “ ”. This law of َجَھَنَّم

evolution occurs at the physical level as well as at the human level according to the 

Quran. 

It is okay that the human form got created by evolution. But there is a difference 

between human and human. The caveman and the modern man, although both are 

humans, but there is tremendous difference between them. Those having been to the 

moon and those living in the jungles of Africa, Australia, or Brazil – although they 

will all be called humans but, nevertheless, they are not the same humans. 

Human evolution at the level of humankind 

Dear friends! According to the Quran the same law of evolution that works at the 

biological level also works at humankind level. The system established based on the 

permanent values of the Quran will lift humankind to higher and higher levels. On 

the other hand, a wrong system based on unfair and unjust values will keep 

humankind stuck at one level, and eventually will degrade humankind and will lead 

to its extinction. This is the core of the Quran’s teaching: that Life (at the level of 

humankind) moves forward – either to higher and higher levels if it goes along the 

path laid down by the Quran, or it moves downward to lower and lower levels and it 

eventually self-destructs itself if it goes against the Quran.  
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The confrontation that was going on between the Prophet (PBUH) and the Quresh – 

the Quran says that there is a lesson and a warning in it for the entire humankind:   

  (74:36). Then the Quran says further that whoever wants to move forward 

let him choose that; and whoever wants not to move backward let him choose that: 

   (74:37) – To any of you that chooses to press forward let him 

do that; or let him choose to fall behind. This is the teaching of the Quran; this is the 

system of the Quran. The whole description of punishment; of hell; of suffering – all 

these are told by the Quran in terms of allegories and metaphors. 

I had mentioned that the meaning of  in the Quran is: “The place where the َم نَّ ھَ جَ

humankind is burnt.” What happens there? In the Quran the word  has come for ِجَحِیم

that; which means to get stuck. That is right. The humankind has to move forward 

and keep on moving. The Quran says that those who are:                       (56:10) – they 

are ahead of others in the struggle of life. The Quran always talks about those 

choosing to move forward and those who choose to remain behind in the struggle of 

life. There are many nations in the world among which there are some that are called 

superpowers. What are these superpowers? These are those which have advanced 

more than others. Nowadays we describe them as developed, developing, and under-

developed nations. 

Today’s Muslims are not even at human level

My dear friends! There is a very tangible standard by which to judge where Muslims 

stand in the community of nations: It is the touchstone of the Quran. Where do we 

Muslims stand in the world today? It is not difficult to judge for ourselves as to where 

we stand in relation to other nations today. If we are behind in the ranks of the 

community of nations then it means only one thing; that the system under which we 

are living is not right according to the Quran. A right system would be able to help 

humans to move forward and not be left behind. If we were advanced then we could 

say that we are on the right track. But this would be only at the physical level. After 

this physical advancement has been achieved, only then the status at the humankind 

level comes into picture. We, on the other hand, are at the very end of the line even at 

the physical level. 

Dear friends! We translate the word “ ” as sin but we do not understand what this َإِثْم

means. The root meaning of “ ” is: those things that make a human so tired that he is َإِثْم

not able to keep up with the rest. A she-camel that is tired and cannot keep up with the 
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rest of the caravan due to weakness is called  .  ُثْمُه الا

Dear friends! This matter of being left behind or advancing ahead is both at the level 

of physical life as well as at the level of humankind. But when we compare at just the 

physical level we see that some nations have reached the moon and have designed 

machines that fly faster than the speed of sound whereas in our nation even the trains 

do not travel on time. But, from where can we find an example that is available at the 

humankind level?! 

Every life system creates its own outcome

My dear friends! The Quran says: (74:37)                                      – Here, all matters 

are decided according to the law of requital. The rise and fall of nations as well as the 

success and failure of individuals are due to their own deeds. Whosoever amongst us 

chooses to, can either move forward or lag behind. This is not a punishment imposed 

from outside. This is the result of following a particular system of life. The Quran 

further says:                               (74:38) – Remember! Everyone is bound by his own 

deeds, and the calamities that befall him are due to his own erroneous deeds. This is 

how wrong-doers suffer the consequences. They mortgage their future with their 

own hands. They chain themselves with their own deeds. How can they move 

forward then?

Wrong interpretation of riba ( ) has changed the economic system of the رِّبَوٰا

Quran

My dear friends! What you call “Shariah” has allowed riba ( ) by creating its own رِّبَوٰا

interpretation. In this “Shariah” there is something called collateral or ? Suppose رہن

someone comes to a person and asks for a loan. That person says that since riba ( رِّبَوٰا (

is illegal (haraam) I cannot charge you interest (even 1%) on the loan as it will be like 

eating pork? But there is a way around it using  (root of ). The lender says: I رہن رَهِینَةٌ

will keep your 2 acre land as collateral ( ) against the money I will give you. With رہن

this approach the lender can keep the entire crop and its earning from the land as long 

as the person is not able to pay that loan. This is perfectly legal and halaal according 

to the “Shariah”.  Never mind that the lender may be getting many more times the 

money he has loaned but this is not considered riba ( ) but collateral or . This is رِّبَوٰا رہن

      (74:38). As long as he does not pay back the capital that  will be رہن

held by the lender and all the earning from it will be as halaal as mother’s milk. This 

is not haraam according to the Shariah because this is  not !   رہن رِّبَوٰا
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As I said the proponents of this Shariah created a loophole:  they have given names 

like “profit” or  or  to get around  which is what they are. At least the مشارقت بتمضار رِّبَوٰا

non-Muslims are honest in calling it . No wonder the Quran said               .            ا وٰ بَ رِّ

        (74:38) – Everyone is tied to his own shackles, and his troubles are due to his 

own erroneous deeds. But those with good deeds will not be in trouble:                   ‘ ;

    (74:39-42) – But the people who are on the 

right track will not be involved in calamities. Due to their noble deeds they shall 

abide among the pleasures of heaven. They will ask the guilty ones, “What brought 

you to this hell? What were the crimes for which you were suffering?” 

Dear friends! If you remember we started with “ ”: The representative of the قَر سَ

Quresh had left the Prophet (PBUH) mocking and huffing and puffing with hubris. 

The Quresh felt that nothing could shake them. But it did happen and they were in 

shock:                (74:26) – And soon the hell was there in front of them. What brought  

them to the hell? The Quran provides their answer:

(67:10)        – Truly we did not utilize our intellect and 

ability to think; and we opposed him (the Prophet) out of sheer prejudice and 

stubbornness. Had we listened to him attentively and used our intellect, we would not 

be in this hell. Only those who do not use their intellect go to hell (7:179).

   The basic reason for being in hell: we were not among theمُصَلِّینَ

Dear friends! Something else came here. The question was:             (74:40) – “Why 

did you come to hell?” They answer:                            (74:43) – They will say, “Our 

crime was that we did not join those who established the system of Salah.” Normally, 

 is translated as  (Namazi). But my dear friends! There is no equivalent َمُصَلِّین نمـازی

word or term that can provide the meaning of the Arabic word . This has a very صلاتہ

deep meaning. 

The meanings of Quranic terms have to be determined from the Quran itself

My dear friends!  is a very comprehensive term of the Quran. When we صلاتـہ

determine its meaning from the Quran then we know that it is system or order.  The 

word “establish” fits very well with this meaning. This is a system that we have to 

establish. This cannot be treated as a routine mechanical prayer that we associate 

with this term. The word  in this sense has come at three places in the Quran: 1) َمُصَلِّین

in this verse under discussion (74:43). The question was: What was their fault for not 
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being counted among ? They themselves provide the answer:                           َین لِّ مُصَ

 (74:44) – We did not provide means of sustenance to the poor, the indigent, the 

needy, or the physically handicapped. Just think about it my friends! It is not that I am 

criticizing the prayer. That is an obligation. But the Quran has described the goal of 

this obligation also; and that too in their own words: “We did not fulfill our duty to 

provide for those who could not provide for themselves – that is, we were not among 

the .” This is one place where  has come. َمُصَلِّین مُصَلِّینَ

The second place it has come is in verse (70:22). The hell is calling some people. 

Whom is it calling? It is calling those who hoard wealth and keep it tightly closed: 

  (70:18). But who are those who do not behave like this?              (70:22) – 

the  do not do it. َمُصَلِّین

In the entire Quran    and  ے   have come together. These have been صلاتہ اقامت زکات ایتا

replaced by  and giving two and half percent from wealth that can be acquired نماز

without any limits. But these are not the  – and hell is calling them. , َمُصَلِّیـن مُصَلِّیـنَ

instead, are those who establish the system of  (Salah) permanently:                  صلاتہ

     (70:23) – Instead of following their selfish interests, they establish the 

divine system of Salah and are steadfast and firm in this. What happens in this 

system? (70:24-25) – Thus by showing their 

generosity, they are in fact admitting the reality that their wealth is not only for their 

own use, but also for the use of those whose resources cannot meet their needs; or 

those who became incapacitated and are unable to earn, thus being deprived of the 

necessities of life. This is their established right, which is well-known to everyone. 

Therefore, the generous ones are only returning them their right; and do not retain 

anything that is beyond their own needs. They are the ones who firmly believe in the 

law of requital, and with their actions they substantiate their claim to the Islamic 

system:            (70:26). 

The third place the word  has come is in chapter 107. The whole chapter is َین لِّ مُصَ

devoted to this topic. The verse is:   (107:1). The word  has َلِّین مُصَ

come in verse 4 of this chapter. 

Who are the ones who belie of the Deen? 

Dear friends! Let me repeat once again: (74:43-

44) – They will say, “Our crime was that we did not join those who established the 

system of Salah. We did not provide means of sustenance to the poor, the indigent, 

.

.
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the needy, or the physically incapacitated.” Then the Quran says:       .                     

(74:45) – We were among those who boasted a lot but did not do any good 

deed. (74:46) – And this way we belied the Deen. The chapter 107 

starts with:   (107:1) – Have you seen the one who belies the 

Deen: the law of requital that produces the result of an action. It is not that he denies 

the Deen. He says he accepts it, but he belies it by his actions. This is what is meant by 

belying one’s claim. Who is he? He is: (107:2-7)                                 .

   – The essence 

of Deen is that no one should, in the slightest, feel helpless. If for some reason a 

person’s needs are not fulfilled then he or she should be helped at once. But look at 

the attitude of this religionist. He pushes away the helpless, neither assisting the 

needy nor encouraging others to do so. In order to show himself to be a religious 

person, he offers a lot of prayers. For such people prayers become a source of self-

deception because they are deceiving themselves (and others) that they are virtuous. 

They, in fact, are oblivious of the concept of Salah. The object of Salah is to establish 

a society in which everyone follows divine laws and every human being continues to 

receive nourishment. But these people are oblivious to its objective and their 

consequential responsibilities; and after performing visible rites, they believe they 

have fulfilled the duties assigned by the Almighty. The outcome of such self-

deception is that while, on the one hand they do offer prayers, but on the other hand, 

they take total control of the resources of nourishment. These resources must remain 

open and available, like ever-flowing springs, for all needy people. But they are 

depriving the needy of the sources of nourishment by putting barriers, and thus are 

belying the Deen. 

The relationship of Salah with economics is very deep

My dear friends! Please think about. I am not saying anything on my own. These are 

the only three places when the word  has come. How much deeply connected َمُصَلِّین

the system of Salah is with economics. The system of Salah is established to make 

sure no one in the society sleeps hungry in the night. This is also fulfilling the 

responsibility of  ے  that allows nourishment to reach all the people. These are زکات ایتا

the true  who help achieve this goal. The root meaning of Salah is: to follow the َمُصَلِّین

divine laws sincerely and truthfully all the time. This includes the ritual prayer that is 

meant to prepare people psychologically to achieve the goal of Salah.  The Quran has 

mentioned the goal of : (74:44) – We did not provide means َمُصَلِّین
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of sustenance to the poor, the indigent, the needy, or physically incapacitated. Why 

did they come to the hell? Because: “We were not among the .” Could you َین لِّ مُصَ

clarify it a little further? “Well! We did not make arrangements to take care of the 

indigent (74:44).” Then what were you doing? Living in some jungle; some 

hermitage? “No, this is not the case. We talked a lot; issued statements; made 

speeches; conducted seminars; and engaged in debates (74:45).” “We organized 

seminars on: Islamic economics; Islamic society; Islamic system; Islamic Shariah. 

We talked endlessly about all these things. We also put great emphasis on the five 

pillars and worship and rituals. But we did not bother to find if anyone is sleeping 

hungry. We did not try to establish the system of universal nourishment for all. So, we 

proved by our own actions that we belied the Deen; we belied our Iman in Allah and 

our Iman in the Hereafter:        (74:46). We continued on this path until 

the doom and destruction hit us, until certainty came upon us:                    (74:47).”

There is no use of Iman when the time for action has passed

My dear friends!  means that something cannot be denied; that it is in front and ُالْیَقِین

observable in full view. Traditionally, it is translated as “until certainty of death 

came.” But, not only death is certain; but, also, the result of a wrong system is as 

certain as death according to the Quran. It used to happen that when nations’ 

destruction came upon them they used to say that we now believe in the Divine laws; 

but they were told by Allah that there is no use accepting Iman now. The Pharaoh said 

that I believe in the God of Moses while he was drowning; when he saw death in front 

of him. But he was told that there is no point in accepting Iman now when there is no 

time left for any action. After this the Quran says: (74:47-48)                                ; 

       .

Meaning of   is not lobbyingشفاعت

My dear friends! The word  has come in many places in the Quran. In the past شفاعت

lectures I have explained its meaning in detail. It means: To stand up to support 

someone. It does not mean lobbying. But lobbying has become a daily experience in 

today’s corrupt society. Nothing gets done these days without connections, lobbying, 

or bribery. The worst thing in any system is the corruption of bribery and lobbying. 

My dear friends! It is attributed that the Prophet (PBUH) will lobby for us with Allah 

on the Day of Judgment. But please pause, and just think about it for a moment! What 

is considered worst here how can it be good with Allah in the Hereafter? The Prophet 
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(PBUH) who told his daughter and aunt that being related to the Prophet will not help 

you in the hereafter with Allah; that your own deeds are going to count with Allah. 

So, therefore, there is no question of him lobbying for his own daughter. If that is the 

case then how could we think then that the Prophet (PBUH) will lobby for us?

My dear friends!  means: “to stand up with a victim in the court to provide true شفاعت

witness.” This is to provide true witness and support to oppressed people in the court 

of law. In this verse (74:48) it is mentioned that it will be useless even if these 

oppressors were to stand with someone that day. When the time of destruction comes 

as a result of a wrong system then everyone gets drowned in that flood. Now the 

Quran says:      (74:49) – What then is amiss with them that after 

all these truths and realities are presented to them very clearly that they turn away 

from them?

Man runs away from reality like wild donkey runs away from lion

My dear friends! After saying all this, the Quran asks: what has happened to you that 

you don’t listen to the clear warning; that you do not see the writing on the wall? This 

is the same thing we say to children when they do not listen: What has happened to 

you? Have you lost your mind? So, Allah says that We have been explaining to you 

again and again so clearly but you are not paying any attention. Not only that, the 

Quran says further: (74:50:51)        –  They are running away 

from Our message as though they were terrified asses fleeing from a lion? My dear 

friends! Even today this is so true: You can give all the sermons besides the Quran; 

you can narrate all the stories and fiction in the name of religion. You can talk about 

the ancestors. Everyone will keep on listening happily. But the moment the Quran's 

pure message comes in front of them they run away. They cannot tolerate the pure 

voice of the Quran. Allah has said about this phenomenon: O Prophet (PBUH)! 

When you mention Allah alone they appear to be in shock and awe but when you 

mention others along with Him they feel happy and excited. Why do they run away 

from the Quran’s pure voice? This is because their self-interests get in its way.

The reality of capitalism in the light of the system of universal nourishment

My dear friends! The foundation of capitalism is based on individual self-interest 
and greed. This breeds individualism. In it only the individual interests exist; not the 
collective interest or the humanity’s interest. Contrary to this, the Quran’s system of 
universal nourishment is founded on the principle of collective interest of all 

632014



humankind. The very first words of the Quran signify its importance: Allah is worthy 
of appreciation because He is the nourisher and sustainer of all the worlds; of all the 
humanity. This is the right system for humankind. Capitalism exists for the interest of 
individual, for the interests of one’s own community; for one’s own national interest. 
This is the worst system for humankind in which only one’s own interests count. That 
is why they do not want to listen to Quran’s voice that cares about universal benefit 
and interest. The Quran is dead against capitalism’s individual benefit and interest: 
(74:52)    – Everyone wants one’s program; one’s own 
agenda; one’s own platform; one’s own interest. But the Quran wants the benefit for 
entire humanity because that is what sustains in the long run. Any other system is 
guaranteed to self-destruct itself. Only that system will survive that is beneficial to 
all of humanity:        (13:17). 

Quran’s platform provides dignity to entire humankind

Dear friends! The Quran says that only that system will self-sustain and last forever 
that benefits the entire humankind. The capitalistic system is based on individual 
interest about which the Quran says:     (74:53) – No! This system will never survive. 
Because:               (74:53) – in this system people do not believe in future (long-
term) and neither are they fearful of the destruction that will engulf them. They do not 
believe in Allah’s law of requital; nor do they show any concern for this. In this 
system those at the top snatch away the hard-earned labor of the people through 
(deceptive) laws that allows them to do this with impunity. They continue this way 
and are not concerned with the rest of humanity; neither are they fearful of the long 
term consequences. (74:54) – But they will not be allowed to do that. This 
Quran is a warning, an admonition; it is a historical reality:  (74:55) – So, 
those who want let them learn from it; let them lead their life according to it. But it 
cannot be done through force. It is the choice that people have to make themselves 
whether or not to heed its warning. Then the Quran itself says in response to this:     

      (74:56). But, again, this verse is traditionally mistranslated and 
everything that has been said before gets wiped out by this (mis)translation which is 
usually done as: Only those will be able to learn and follow whom Allah wants them 
to. But just before, the Quran was saying:                 (74:55) – So, whosoever wants 
let him learn from it. Thus, the translation of verse (74:56) is contradictory to the 
previous verse (74:55). The entire teaching of the Quran is rendered ineffective and 
gets abrogated by this translation. In another place the Quran says:                              

        (76:29) – VERILY, all this is an admonition: whoever, then, so wills, 
 .
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may unto his Sustainer find a way. And: (76:30). First, it was 
whoever wants, let him choose the way towards Allah; but again the traditional 
translation of (76:30) cancels this freedom of choice. Its translation is done as: But 
you cannot will it unless God wills to show you that way. By this translation the 
choice is taken away from the individual. Obviously this is a clear contradiction. 

Man should choose what Allah wants him to choose

My dear friends! The meaning of –    (76:30) – is that you should
want what Allah wants for you. The situation then becomes this: whatever you want 
to choose is up to you. You have the right of choice. Allah says that I am not going to 
interfere with or usurp your right of choice. But Allah wants that you should choose 
what He wants you to choose. Allama Iqbal says: Whatever Allah wants you to 
become, the Quran will make you that because Allah has said in the Quran what He 
wants us to do: (74:55-56)       . After this the Quran says: 

         (74:56) – These are the people who are the  or righteous who متّقی
observe the divine laws at every step; and these are the people who will remain 
protected from every danger.

Thus the bottom line: We have given the Quran containing Our guidance; Our 
advice; Our admonition; Our laws and constitution. And We clarified everything 
what We want you to do. Your desires and wishes; your life goals and the way to 
achieve them – all this should align with the Quran. That is, you should want what We 
want you to do. This is the lesson. There is no need to give you every little detail for 
everything about what to do or what to decide. If Allah wants you to walk on the 
straight path then walk on the straight path. If Allah wants you to feed others first and 
then eat yourself, then you do it. Allah has said that He does not want to usurp your 
right of choice. If you do not want to accept Allah’s wishes, then that is your choice. 
But you will be responsible for you choice. This is Our law of requital. This is our 
constitution. So, you, with your own freewill, choose what Allah wants you to choose 
in order to be among the righteous, and to be protected from danger.

My dear friends! Surah Al-Muddaththir ( ) is finished today. We will take up ُالْمُدَّثِّر
Surah Al-Qiyamah ( ) in the next lecture.   القیامه

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what 
we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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