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Surah Al-Haaqqa – Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 29: Chapter 9

983 and Dars-e-Qur’an begins today

 Surah        (Al-Haaqqa). 

Quran’s first revolution

d with (69:1)        ; (69:2)          ; (69:3)                   .An event

The Quran      –this 

By G. A. Parwez

(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

Dear Friends! Today is November 25, 1  

with verse 13 of

This Surah starte  

that is going to come as a definite reality: What is it? Allah will tell you what this 

real event (Al-Haaqqa) is. Friends! Let me repeat once again that the Quran 

mentions certain revolutions in these its two last parts. Some are those that 

will come in the external physical Universe. For example, the moon will 

implode, the Sun will become dark, and the stars will disintegrate. I had 

mentioned also that only scientific research can tell exactly what will happen 

in this (physical) revolution. If you remember, I had mentioned to you a book 

entitled The Bible, The Quran and Science by Maurice Bucaille. He is a great 

scientist. He studied very deeply all the verses of the Quran that are related to 

the external physical Universe. After giving their correct meanings he 

challenged all the scientists of the world to ponder on the fact that how could 

an unlettered man in Arabia fourteen hundred years ago would have told 

these scientific facts, on his own, which science has only now been able to 

discover? And all the scientific evidence corroborates what the Quran told 

around one thousand four hundred years ago. So these are revolutions that 

are related to the external Universe and are the subject of scientific 

knowledge. 

is a description for entire humankind. Whichever 

nation or individual that removes the curtain from these physical realities will 

be able to tell the correct meanings of these Quranic verses that are related to 

the physical Universe. 
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Dear friends! Please remember: nothing is invented but is only discovered; it 

is brought to light; it is brought to be recognized by our consciousness. That 

is, only the curtain that is hiding something is lifted.

The second and third type of revolutions

The second type of revolution is related to life after death. No one can say 

anything about it today. This is a matter of belief; it is a thing of faith. The third 

type of revolution happens to nations in the form of their rise and fall; in the 

form of their destruction. The Quran, after mentioning that it will reveal the 

reality that is going to occur as a revolution, says that this revolution occurs in 

the form of clash between Haqq (truth and justice) and Baatil (falsehood and 

injustice). So, the revolution which occurred at the hands of our Prophet 

(PBUH) was a clash between his invitation to Haqq (truth and justice) and its 

opponents. The strongest opposition came from the Koresh. These were big 

clashes that happened continuously for approximately six- seven years with 

them in the form of wars. They were being told at every step of the way that 

your system is based on injustice. This was not a religious war but this was 

war between two systems. This was, in reality, a clash of two systems and 

they (i.e., Koresh) were told that they will be defeated because their system 

was based on injustice. But they did not believe it because they had acquired 

power to dominate and to exploit the people, and were living under the false 

impression and self-deception that nothing will happen to their system. They 

were taunting the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions that they are 

engaged in self-destructive behavior. They used to mock at him  and say that 

look at him that he, having no power, no home, no army, and no nation, is 

telling us that we will be defeated, that we will be destroyed?! What a 

madman he must be who is engaged in this self-destructive behavior? This 

was the talk that was going on under those circumstances.

The style of the Quran is that it first presents historical evidence. Immediately 

resented the stories of the people of Aad, Thamud, Lut, 

and the Pharaoh. It is obvious then that revolutions that are going to be 

mentioned are related to the rise, fall, and destruction of nations. It is not 

related to the revolution in the external physical world or the revolution of the 

–

after saying      it p
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Hereafter because the examples that are given of the destruction of past 

nations no one were thriving at the time in this world. Did you notice now what 

the way to understand the Quran is? All the three types of revolutions are 

described in the Quran but what is being discussed here will come as a reality 

in this world. After this, the Quran is presents the evidence of this from history 

 

come to know that these revolutions are related to the principle given in the 

Quran about the rise and fall of nations. By mentioning these stories of past 

nations the Quran points out to Koresh that those past nations were more 

powerful and more advanced than you; and look what happened to them. You 

roam around in their ruined cities and you tell the tales of their destruction in 

your gatherings. The difference is that you just narrate their tales but Allah is 

telling you the reasons of their downfall and destructions. And the reason We 

are telling you the reasons of their downfall is that if you also create a system 

of life like them, then you will meet the same fate as they met. In fact, this is 

not limited just to Koresh. Every nation that follows similar path will meet 

similar fate.

Revolutions are transient but the principles are eternal

Dear friends! The Quran is a code of conduct of life for nations of the world 

until the Day of Judgment. It tells what the principles of rise and fall of nations 

are? These principles are as operative today as they were in the past, and 

they will continue to operate in future. Although the events are transient these 

principles are eternal. The historians write history and they mention events; 

they do not mention the reasons why those events occurred. They will tell that 

such and such nations got defeated; they will tell the strength of their forces, 

the quantity and quality of their weapons; and they will tell you what their 

strategic mistakes were that led to their defeat; etc. But the Quran tells: what 

were the defects in their system of life that led to their destruction. And this is 

something that applies to all nations for all time to come until the Day of 

Judgment; so that they can analyze and learn whether or not their systems 

are like or not like those nations which were destroyed in the past. From this 

point of view they are also related to us, and the nations to come in the future.

of nations’ rise, fall, and destruction as mentioned above. From this we have

472013



What is the meaning of blowing hor

when the trumpet [of judgment] shall be 

sounded with a single blast(69:13), and the earth and the mountains shall be 

lifted up and crushed with a single stroke(69:14)!That will happen on the Day 

of Judgment (Qiamat), and the angel (Israfil) will blow the horn that Day, it is 

said. The horn will blow once but the dead will not rise. ThenIsrafil will blow 

the horn again; and then the dead wi  taken to mean horn that 

is used to amplify sound. 

Dear friends! This also means the sound of the bugle that is blown during a 

come in the Quran in 

connection with infusing divine energy in human child during the process of 

birth. 

Appearance of life in dead nations

In regards to human societies, this means a revolution will occur in dead 

nations and they will become alive again with new energy that will be infused 

into their bodies. This will be the meaning when presenting evidence in 

relation to history of past nations. The Quran has mentioned this in many 

places and has called them as dead nations. We too use this phrase: This is a 

dead nation but the dead here does not mean that all the people are 

physically dead and are in graves; but that that nation is physically alive 

walking around but is deprived of itality and dynamism. Thi  

used for infusing into a dead nation itality and dynamism, i.e., to infuse 

life into its dead structure, into its dead life forms. So, the Quran says that life 

will be infused now into the dead people under the exploitation and 

subjugation of the system of Koresh. This will be done through a clash with 

the Koresh. History bears testimony to the fact that a weak, subjugated, 

n on the Judgment Day?

Dear friends! After this Allah tells the Koresh: (69:13)                        (69:14) 

                          –The traditional translation of these verses is: Hence, 

[bethink yourselves of the Last Hour,] 

ll rise.       here is

war to announce the start of the battle. Arabs used to call this        as well.This 

is the second meaning. There is a third meaning of this word; which is the 

plural of the word         meaning structure or form. And     means to infuse 

life’s energy into a structure or form. This word has 

life’s v s word       is

life’s v
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helpless, and small emigrant community in Medina was infused with such a 

vital energy that in a very short period they defeated Koresh; and destroyed 

the mighty Persian and Roman empires. This was not the destruction of their 

empires per se but that it was the defeat and destruction of their unjust 

systems.

 the wrong systems were 

the rule of humans over humans. This is the biggest crime in the eyes of the 

Quran and the result of it is destruction. It says that no human has the right to 

 is taken here related to the physical world as done 

in traditional translations then it means: The earth and the mountains shall be 

lifted up and crushed with a single stroke(69:14)!Let me mention here that the 

events that will happen in the physical Universe are all okay. Scientists are 

reaching the conclusion that the heavenly objects will collide one day and 

disintegrate. This is fine but this is a matter of scientific knowledge and has 

nothing to do with our actions. What the relationship with our action is that this 

Earth will explode and stars will disintegrate million years from now. How is 

that going to have effect on our actions today?  And those who might be living 

at that time will be destroyed anyway when the Earth explodes. The real thing 

is the message of the Quran and its guidance to humanity. And, guidance is 

related to life whether of individuals or of nations. Therefore, I consider these 

revolutions to pertain to the life of nations, and the Quran supports it. Also, the 

Arabic language and its lexicon support this metaphorical meaning. In my 

Lughatul Quran I have given references to authoritative sources for this 

meaning. Please remember! The Quran has been revealed in Arabic 

rabic. This does not mean that one can take any meaning 

one wants. That will be completely wrong. One has to have clear authority of 

the Arabic language for metaphorical meaning and it should fit in with the 

overall teaching of the Quran.

Quran’s philosophy of history
I will mention again that Quran’s philosophy of history is that the destruction 

of nations occurs due to their wrong systems–and

rule over other humans. What will be the result if it happens                 
(69:14). If literal meaning

‘Mubeen’ – clear A
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The process of determining the meaning of Quranic words

 

Right from the beginning I adopted the process to take the meaning of words 

that was prevalent at the time of the revelation of the Quran. First, the 

authority should come from there, and not from anywhere, and certainly one 

should not take any meaning one wants. Second, the meanings should be 

supported by the Quran wherever these words have been used in the Quran. 

Let us take the literal meanings of these words 

are the Erath and the mountains, but these meanings do not fit in this verse 

(69:14). Here, the stories of the people of Aad, Thamud, and Nooh are 

Dear friends! Now see how the Quran has put it in three words that the 

oncoming clash will infuse energy in these weak, downtrodden, and crushed 

people. As a result, these people who have been pushed and crushed to the 

ground by the powerful leaders will start moving and rise up. And these 

leaders who consider themselves deeply established and strong as 

mountains will be moved from their places and shaken up; their power and 

 up into pieces and those who are 

downtrodden and stuck to the ground will be lifted up and will be made strong. 

Dear friends! Let me mention that I have devoted my entire life–and the entire 

life means about 50 years now–to study the Quran, which is not a long Book.

se words:       and          the 

described. Their leaders were very powerful and the Quran calls them     . 

The story continues how they were destroyed. Immediately after this to say 

that the Earth will explode and the mountains will crumble does not make any 

sense, and has no relation to what was just said about Aad, Thamud, and 

Nooh.  Now          means  to  move  something  from  its  place  by  pushing 

it.        means downtrodden people and        means those who are as strong 

as mountains and claim that no one can push them around. These are 

metaphorical meanings of these words:        are those leaders who seem so 

strong that no can move them from their place; and     are the common 

people so downtrodden and crushed to the ground that that they have no 

hope of ever living a dignified life.

authority will be snatched away from them. This is the revolution that will 

come and it is a fact, it is        . In this revolution what will happen: Those who 

consider themselves strong and as solid as mountains will be moved away 

from their foundations and broken
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Then the Quran says:               On that Day shall the (Great) Event 

come to pass (69:15). This is the Day that We described theoretically before, 

and, now, it has come as a fact and reality in front of you. What a style the 

Quran has!

Dear friends! The Quran tells that Kalimatullah             will ultimately prevail. 

We also know that Quran has told about Sunnatullah
and never wilt thou find any change in God’s practice (48:23)! Kalimatullah   

      in words, in theory–are laws. Until they remain theory, they are 

called Kilamah           . And when they get implemented in practice,  then they 

are called Sunnah       . That is, when the results appear in perceptible form 

then Kalimatullah become Sunnatullah     .This we can call 

thatthe laws of Allah have become established in practice, in reality. In other 

words we can say that the laws of Allah have produced their results. This is 

called pragmatic test. 

The meaning of the Quranic word        (Samaa)

reality .The says:
      and the sky will be rent asunder - for, frail will it have become on that Day 

(69:16). Dear friends! What a word      (Samaa) is! If we take this to literally 

mean the sky then we know that sky is not a thing. This is the limit of our vision 

which we call sky. It does not have its own reality. The heavenly bodies like 

planets you can also call skies. But this meaning does not fit in with the 

context of this verse. So,     (Samaa) means here high-ranking and high-

status leaders; those who consider themselves rulers and dictators. That is, 

those who really do not respect others as humans. The meaning of the word                                                     

clarifies this: to remove the supporting structures that make someone

Quran. Here, this word     : which means that their strong links will be

This event will come in the form of Quran 

 

strong and powerful. These powerful and strong men who roam around and 

subjugate others, they are not alone. They have various means and links 

supporting them and making them strong. These supporting links around 

them are their real strength and power. Please ponder on every word of the 

 

loosened up. Their strong links on the basis of which they are so powerful will 

be loosened up and made weak.
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The meaning of       (Arsh)

Dear friends! There is something in the next verse of which we cannot grasp 

the complete meaning yet:              i ts  l i tera l  

meaning is: and the angels [will appear] at its ends, and, above them, eight 

will bear aloft on that Day the throne of thy Sustainer’s almightiness (69:17). 

Allah’s       does not mean that there is physical throne made of wood or gold. 

This question does not arise for Allah that He should sit on a physical throne. 

The meaning of Allah’s throne through hadith, which has come many times 

before, is that His throne is on top of horns of mountain goats. It is mentioned 

in this hadith that when He sits on this throne then a squeaking sound comes 

out from it like the sound which comes out when a camel sits. This is the 

meaning of Allah’s      that is given in hadith. This meaning about Allah who 

says:             And He is with you wherever you may be (57:4)?How sad?

Dear friends! The meaning of       is center of power, authority, and control. 

Allah says he created the Universe and He kept its central control in His 

hands:         means having control in such a way that there is no 

chance of any mistake or slip (57:4). There will be no loosening at all in this 

control.                 On that Day you shall be brought to judgment: 

not [even] the most hidden of your deeds will remain hidden (69:18).

sudden  – if accident happens then it is something else – but natural death

Judgment (Qiamat) happens in every breath

Whether you take it as judgment day here as a revolution in this world; or you 

take it a judgment day in the Hereafter; - but judgment day also occurs here, 

at every moment, in our every breath. As it is our death does not occur all of a 

 

does not happen all of a sudden. In every breath a human either produces life 

or heads towards death. Natural death comes gradually. The judgment keeps 

going on. The same way judgment keeps going for nations as well. A nation 

does not fall in one day. It proceeds to its downfall slowly and gradually. The 

Mughal empire was very powerful and mighty which the world has seen very 

few of like this. This empire lasted hundreds of years over a large 

subcontinent. Historians have written that it lasted over hundred fifty years 
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during its downfall that starte

 its eventual death one day.

Every action produces result

The Quran admonishes those nations undergoing down fall to mend their 

ways. It warns them that if they do not listen then they will fall into an abyss. 

Their judgment day cumulative-effect clock continuously keeps ticking. The 

Quran says that before this clock finally hits it final tick and the observable 

destruction takes its final hold, one may continue to deceive oneself that 

everything will be okay; that there is nothing to worry about; that no one would 

be ab

nation ends people feel free to tell the truth.  And when their history is 

written then the record and accounting of their deeds comes out in the open. 

Everyone comes out with record of their deeds. This is the case in normal and 

routine situations and the Quran says that nothing can remain hidden. Now 

two different types of groups are mentioned by the Quran: Whether it is the 

downfall of nations in this world or whether it is the life in the Hereafter, these 

 blessed and will show 

everyone that here it is: read my account book. Please note what is being said 

d after the rule of ruler Aurangzeb (1618-1707). 

So, the revolution of a nation’s downfall happens gradually and it is the result 

of cumulative effect leading to

le to cause any harm to me; that I can continue to exploit and loot others 

using deception and no one could dare to harm me – whatever rationalization 

one can come up to cover one’s crimes such as I am doing it for the benefit of 

others, for the benefit of the nation, for the benefit of the people–the Quran 

says that when the final moment comes nothing will remain hidden. The 

trouble is that the ruling authority's domination over the masses does not 

allow people to tell the truth during its hold on power. But the moment its 

domi

are the only two groups. For one of these groups the Quran continues:     

       Now as for him whose record shall be placed 

in his right hand, he will exclaim: "Come you all!" Read this my record (69:19)!

Very beautiful words have come in this verse! Right had in Arabic is called    

(yamin). This also means blessed and elevated status. We use this 

meaning in Urdu as well. (And (Shimal) means left hand and it is used as 

a phrase for being unfortunate and unlucky.) It is said here that one whose 

account book will be given in the right hand will be
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here, and compare this to the child who gets his exam results and is so happy 

to pass in the first division that he jumps with joy and shows everyone his 

mark sheet. 

The basis of joy and happiness

The Quran says that one whose account book is given in the right hand will be 

so full of joy and happiness that he will show his marks to everyone around. 

Why did he score such good marks and why is he so happy today to show his 

account book to everyone? It is because he had 100% conviction that one 

day he will have to give acco  

know that [one day] I would have to face my account (69:20)! Dear friends! 

This is it!! This is the difference between a right system and a wrong system. If 

the leaders in the position of authority in a system have 100% conviction that 

that they are accountable to a higher authority and will have to give complete 

account of their actions to this authority; and that whatever they are dealing 

with will produce results and will not go waste; then they continue to remain 

happy and joyful. This now is the meaning of being given the account book in 

the right hand. What an effective way the Quran has to bring out the meaning: 

one who is given his record in the right hand will be so happy, ecstatic, and 

profuse with joy that he will show his record to everyone proclaiming that I 

knew that there will be an exam one day and its result will come out. This is 

belief in the Hereafter. 

 And here we are! We are told that go 

back to where people were thousand years ago, then you will advance, then 

unt to someone:      Behold, I did

Quranic meaning of        (Hereafter)

Dear friends! The life after death is not the only      or hereafter. Every future 

moment is  . Every tomorrow is   . The shining hadith of the Prophet 

(PBUH) testifies to this that if someone’s tomorrow is not advanced than 

today then understand that he is ruined. The actual words are that if 

“someone’s two days are alike then he is ruined” not that if his next day is 

worse than the previous day then he is ruined. Life wants movement and 

progress. That is, the Prophet (PBUH) has told that our every step, our every 

tomorrow should be ahead of today.
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you will progress. Then tell me what this is? Dear friends! This is called the 

history of fundamentalism and our entire religion is based on this, and we are 

told that whatever our ancestors have done we have to go back thousand 

years in the past and follow them. These people who tell us to go back are the 

 

advance, that nation will be ruined. Allahu Akbar! This was the message and 

how right was  Allama Iqbal (1877-1938) in saying:

That nation is not worth creating a new day;

Which does not have control of its destiny today?

 

greatest proponents of Prophet’s (PBUH) Sunnah.  

The Prophet’s (PBUH) shining hadith

Dear friends! These proponents of the Prophet’s (PBUH) Sunnah never 

present this type of hadith that, what to say of thousand years ago, the 

Prophet (PBUH) has said if a people’s yesterday is like today and did not

The Quran says that only one thing makes the difference. And that is:   

     I did know that [one day] I would have to face my account 

(69:20)! One who worked keeping this principle in mind will have his life 

and wishes aligned with benefits and real success:      And so he 

will find himself in a happy state of life (69:21). And he will be:   

   in a lofty paradise (69:22). Dear friends! The Quran describes 

Jannah (Heaven) in metaphorical way. This is where all of life’s comfort, 

convenience, security, and peace would be available. This is the life of 

Jannah in the garden of bliss. By calling      the Quran lifted this garden to 

high level like the hanging garden where ascending steps take a person to 

higher and higher level. I have seen such gardens in Kashmir. 

means the highest step. In the next verse there are two words. It is 

extremely important to understand their meaning.

The Quran presents the blueprint of its economic system in just two 

words

Dear friends! They ask: what is the Quran’s economic system? Well, a person
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becomes rapturous when the Quran explains its economic system with such 

brevity and pithiness in only two words. And it tells that under its system 

people’s life will be comfortable; that life’s all conveniences will be available to 

them; that they will live in peace and complete security. They will be living in 

the highest level in the heavenly garden. You may be surprised what I am 

saying. But yes, that garden, that life, that system is explained by the Quran in 

just two words:        The Fruits whereof (will hang in bunches) low and 

near (69:23). Dear friends! For economic life there are only two things 

required: 1) more production, more output. But a secular or capitalistic 

system can achieve this as well and this remains their goal. This physical 

output is necessary and the Quran has said that its system will be like a tree 

that will be laden with fruits. But the next step is where the uniqueness of the 

Quranic system differs from all other systems: The fruits will be plentiful but 

they will be hanging in bunches and under the reach of and available to 

everyone (69:23).

This one word ‘availability’ to everyone explains the Quranic system

Dear friends! This is the Quran. This is where it becomes clear that this 

cannot be a book of a human being. Fifteen hundred years ago, the Quran 

described heaven metaphorically and it presented an economic system that 

even today no addition is required to make it better. It says: there should be 

plenty of output production         and then this output must be available          

to everyone; must be under the reach of everyone. 

Not a single hand will be deprived of in the Earth’s heavenly garden 

That system, no matter how abundant its output, in which even a single 

person is deprived, is not heaven but hell. The Quran is talking about a 

heavenly system. Dear friends! I think your heart should now be feeling 

ecstatic. Only two words have come here summarizing the entire economic 

system of the Quran: crop yield as much as possible; and branches laden 

with fruits hanging low and being within the reach of everyone; and in which 

there is share for everyone. The word that has come here for this is that the 

branches bend themselves to reach people so that they do not have to lift 
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their heels or stretch their hands to get to them. O My Allah! Dear friends! In 

any literature of the world, bring these two words:              The Fruits whereof 

(will hang in bunches) low and near (69:23); that the yield is as much as 

possible and the system of distribution is such that the share of the output 

automatically comes to the needy; that it is available to everyone; that it is 

within the reach of everyone. This is the heavenly economic system for which 

the Quran says:       Eat and drink with good cheer in 

return for all [the good deeds] that you have sent ahead in days gone by 

(69:24).

The present is the result of only the past

How did this all happen? Every harvest is the result of the past effort of the 

farmer. For this, the farmer works hard and comes back. Only after this the 

result comes out. If you take example of an orchard you will find the same 

thing. Whatever was done in the past, its result comes out in the present. You 

can now understand that this heaven is not the result of baksheesh. It does 

not come to any people as a gift. How did these fruit laden trees come in 

abundance? Well, it is the result of your own effort, so eat and drink now with

full satisfaction        that you have sent in the past 

(69:24). This you have earned it. Now you see what type of revolution the

 

 

 

Quran is talking about of nations. This is not as if an orchard suddenly came 

into existence and you were leisurely sitting and lying down and branches 

laden with fruits came bending down and the fruits just dropped into your 

mouths and you then started eating with pleasure and then you feel very 

satisfied! No, it is not the case. The reality is that what you worked hard in your 

past days is appearing as a result now in present. It is the past that becomes 

present.

Dear friends! This may be a digression but I will say that what you call present 

does not really exist. If you notice carefully, what is present is really a future-

of-the past that comes later. And on the other side of the coin the present is 

the past-of-the future. Thus, life is just future and past; there is no present. 

The Quran says that this is the result of whatever you had done in the past. 

So, those are blessed and elevated ones who were given their record in the 

 (69:24). This you
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right hand. As for others the Quran said:                            But 

as for him whose record shall be placed in his left hand, he will exclaim: "Oh, 

would that I had never been shown this my record (69:25).It is a phrase in 

Arabic that if one gets his record in the left hand he will say: O Allah! It would 

have been better if this result was not given to me; instead I would rather 

prefer to be drowned and destroyed. 

Dear friends! This brings back to me a memory from my childhood school. 

During World War I (1914-1918) some wayward kids in the school used to 

say: O God! Let the Germans bomb the school. Similar feeling is expressed 

by those whose record is given the left hand. The Quran says that they would   

         And that I had never realized how my account stood(69:26)!And 

they would further say:     Oh, would that this had been the end of 

me (69:27)!Oh, would that it had been death and I had no life! Death is better 

than the life I have! Death is better than this sustenance! Somehow death 

could finish my existence! This is what the Quran says about those who will 

be given their records in the left hand. But, here, in this world, they continue to 

live their life as if they would not be held accountable. They are not worried 

about the results of the Hereafter. They think that death will finish the human 

being! And that’s it. That is the end of it.

The result of having conviction in the accountability after death

Dear friends! If one gets 100% convinced any day that after death we have to 

be accountable for everything that we are doing then one does not repeat 

one’s crime. He would, in fact, die with grief. This is what the Quran wants to 

get across: Know that if you continue to repeat your crimes, then failure will be 

your share for forever. Those nations and peoples that get ruined think that no 

one is there to hold them accountable. But he that tells them before their 

destruction: Ok! Even if you escape accountability in this life you will surely be 

caught in the Hereafter because life continues after death as well; then they 

do not believe him. They say that, no!, death finishes the human beings. And 

now in this verse (69:27) it says: Oh, would that this had been the end of me! 

He continues:             Of no profit to me has been my wealth!  

All my power has gone from me! (69: 28-29). Dear friends! There are only two

 All my 
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things: acquiring authority on the basis of wealth; and then acquiring power 

on the basis of authority. It is said here that he will tell that that Day neither my 

wealth nor my power was of any use to me.

The Quran’s dramatic style

Dear friends! The stories of past nations’ downfalls are mentioned in the 

Quran for a purpose: These are the details of the results of their unjust 

systems of life. It is mentioned in the next verse in a very dramatic style which 

is easy to understand: when criminals are rounded up, chained, and taken to 

jail:         Thereupon the command will go forth: "Lay hold of him, and 

shackle him (69:30).        and pull him and put him in Hell. Here, the 

Quran has used the word      for Hell. The Quran also uses the word   for  

Hell.    is where humanity is put in blazing fire. This is a place for burning 

humanity. But       is where movement stops; there, one remains standing 

and cannot move even one step ahead. This is the same thing which the 

Prophet (PBUH) had mentioned (and we had discussed earlier) that one 

whose two days become alike he is in  and cannot move forward. After 

this dramatic description, the Quran continues in the same dramatic style:   

      Further, make him march in a chain, whereof the 

length is seventy cubits (69:32). The question is: why give him such a severe 

punishment? Because:   This was he that would not believe 

in Allah Most High; that is, he believed in his own rules and regulations and 

did not have conviction and belief in Allah’s laws. He grabbed everything for 

himself. You have seen now the severity of the punishment for the crime: the 

horrific scene, chains, and Hell. Why did all this happen?

For nations to be ruined only one crime is sufficient

appened because:                     And would not

mentioned only this single crime for nations’ destructions. Bur people in a

Dear friends! This h  

encourage the feeding of the indigent (69:34). Not only he would not do it 

himself, but he would not urge others do help the poor, the handicapped, and 

those who suddenly became helpless. Did you see the crime? The Quran has 

 

knee-jerk reaction to all this comment: Look? You are only taking the 
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economic system of the Quran; that you are discussing the issue of bread 

only. But this issue is related to materialistic concept only. Yes! Those who get 

their bread easily by luck-of-the-draw can talk like this. But what to say of the 

Quran which points out this single crime that carries such an extreme 

punishment. The Quran continues this dramatic description of the 

punishment of this crime:                       So no friend has he here this Day. 

On the surface many appear as friends, as voters, but he will have no real 

friends that Day when his power and wealth are gone. He, who is in Hell, who 

wants to be his friend? Who wants to accompany him?                     (69:36). 

The traditional translation is: Nor has he any food except the corruption from 

the washing of wounds. The root meaning of is: Tears that come out hot. 

These are those tears. He shall get nothing but boiling waterto drink which will 

further increase his thirst. In other words, he will swallow his own tears. And 

then it says further:          (69:37)  Which truly is the diet of those who 

commit this crime! After what follows I call the grandeur of the throne and the 

court of Allah. Whatever our courts have become these days they still use the 

words ‘we’ and ‘our’ when judgment is delivered. It is interesting that the 

Quran also uses the words ‘We’ and ‘Our’ at these places where judgment is 

to be delivered and where oath is involved as is the case in the next verse 

where the word has come. But the question is: The traditional translation 

of the word   that is done is: ‘to swear’ which sounds like poetry. But the 

Quran says that whatever is being said; do not consider it as poetry. Then, 

what does it really mean?

What is meant by ‘to swear’?

Dear friends! But before we come to that please understand that the Quran 

has its own unique style. Here it says:        (69:38). and         (69:39. 

Normally, we translate the following verses:       (95:1);          (95:2) as: 

(to swear)by the fig and the olive;(to swear) by Mount Sinai. But  

means to produce something as witness. So, the verses (69:38-39) 

mean: O Prophet (PBUH)! Please say to these people that whatever they are

this reality. And what is this reality? The Quran says:     these

 

being told is not guesswork, but a reality. The events that have happened 

before you and the events that are yet to come, bear testimony to this fact, to 
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words are being spoken and conveyed to you by most respectable 

messenger. He is not saying anything from his own. He is Our messenger. He 

is conveying to you Our message. You are taking this message lightly. You 

are not taking it seriously. Do you think he is a poet? Arabs used to consider 

poets as receiving inspiration coming from their different deities. So, they 

used to highly respect poets. But those poets did poetry all their lives. They 

could not even earn their livelihood.

The reality of union and separation in poetry

Dear friends! The Quran condemns poets because they do not have any 

purpose and goal in life. The Quran says:       they stray in every 

valley. In their own world of thoughts they keep on counting the pleasures of 

union; sometimes crying over separation of beloved. But neither the union 

nor the separation is real; both are poetry; both are imaginations of the poets. 

Here the Quran says:                     (69:41)  These are not the sayings 

of a poet or a soothsayer’s guesswork. Same thing AllamaIqbal(1877-1938) 

said about himself; that do not consider me a poet. Next the Quran says:  

       (69:42)  The Prophet (PBUH) is conveying Our commands 

to you. There are, however, very few who use their intellect and logic to 

ponder over it, and believe in the truth of these sayings and adopt them as a 

Divine code. There are very few who listen to him. But he is Our messenger.  

(69:43)  This Quran has been sent down by that Almighty who 

is the sustainer and nurturer of all the worlds. Please note the style of the 

Quran. Allah told earlier that these people do not arrange for the nourishment 

of the poor, the indigent, and the helpless. In perfect harmony to what is being 

said, here Allah is bringing out His attribute: the nurturer of all humankind; and 

it is His messenger that is conveying this message. He is not a poet and this 

message is not poetry. This is realty.

 word in Allah’s revelation by a messenger is a 

great crime

Dear friends! Please remember! The messenger does not say anything from 

himself. His condition is that:                      (69:44).         (69:45).  

To add even a single
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        (69:46) – Now if he [whom We have entrusted with it] had dared to 

attribute some [of his own] sayings unto Us, We would indeed have seized 

him by his right hand, and would indeed have cut his life-vein. The usual 

meaning of   is life-vein. Its root meaning is: The means by which a thing 

remains strong and powerful. Allah says that We will cut all means by which 

he could dare to say anything from his own and attribute this to Us. Also: 

       and none of you could have saved him (69:47)! This is 

100% Our message that he is conveying.  And, veri ly,  this 

[Qur’an] is a reminder to all the God-conscious (69:48)!Those who are afraid 

of bad consequences of wrong deeds and wrong system, for them there is 

great warning and great advice in this.    And, behold, well 

do We know that among you are such as will give the lie to it (69:49).  We 

know that after Oursaying all these, there are those among you who keep 

their names Muslims but they prove by their actions and interpretation of Our 

message that they are liars. We know these people!

Meaning of belie

Dear friends! All

nighter prayers during Ramadan. But our practical life continues to belie this 

claim because we continue to call ourselves believers (Momins); but the 

Quran says you are lying. This is called   . We Muslims know the truth, but 

by our actions we belie it. Then the Quran says:     yet, behold, 

this [rejection] will indeed become a source of bitter regret for all who deny the 

truth [of God’s revelation] (69:50). The oncoming      which will come as 

concrete reality will indeed be a very remorsefuland shameful event for these 

liars and deniers. What a word  is? Its root meaning is state of tiredness 

and exhaustion; it is to sit somewhere after being tired; it is disappearing of 

life’s warmth and energy. This is what has happened to them. Then the Quran 

says:        for, verily, it is truth absolute (69:51)! Please note that the 

matter had started with and the Quran says that everything what has 

been described is       . This is something definite that comes as concrete

ah is calling these people liars. Kufr is to openly deny 

something. To belie something is to accept it with tongue but not show it by 

action. We read the Quran today where it is said: Allah will never let the Kafirs 

dominate Muslims. We read this verse millions of times. We repeat it in all-
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reality. I had mentioned that in Arabic language  (Haq) means truth that 

comes out in concrete form.

Three levels of understanding 

The Quran mentions three stages of understanding . The first level is 

 : to understand something at the abstract or theoretical level. This is 

purely an intellectual exercise. Philosophy and poetry belong at this level. 

The second level is           : to understand something by observation. But the 

Quran says that this is also not the final level of understanding. Beyond this is 

the next level : to under something by actually experiencing it. For 

example, let us take fire. When smoke comes out from some place then we 

infer that there is fire – this is   ; then if we actually observe the blazing 

fire – this is       ; and when we put our finger in the fire and if it burns the 

finger then we definitely know that this fire – this is   .So, what has been 

said above is not just an intellectual thing; it is also not the case that one has 

seen it from a distance and one thinks may be it is true, may be it is not; but 

this is a thing like one experiences when one actually jumps in fire.

What Allah is telling is this:           (69:51)? Please notice how definite is this 

statement? Now what to do to avoid this    ? The Quran tells that the only 

way to avoid this is to have a system in place to take care of the poor and 

hungry. This Quran has been sent down by the Almighty who is sustainer and 

nurturer of all humankind         . 

surah says:          and 

name of thy Lord Most High (69:52). How it is done now? By reciting         

      on the beads of a rosary what Muslims call Tasbeeh. 

Even in this down period of Muslim history when Muslims pray they recite 

these words many times using even thousand beads rosaries on top of 

reciting these words during prayer.But their condition keeps getting worse 

and worse, and they don’t seem to care: 

Our condition vis-à-vis Quran understanding

Dear friends! Now the last verse of this 

the traditional translation is: So glorify the 
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Neither the suffering goes out nor does the cure happening

But here I am madly obsessed to continue the same remedy

So, what to do? Dear friends! In the final verse of this Surah there has come 

something very thought provoking. The attribute of Allah that has been 

brought out here is: provider and nurturer of all humankind       . One kind 

of providing is to nourish others. On a limited level everyone does this in one’s 

home for one’s family. But this is done by both Kafirs and Momins. In fact, in 

this respect, we are Momin less and Kafir more. Now, here, in this last verse, 

we are told to give practical shape on a grand scale by implementing this 

attribute of Allah, the provider and nurturer of all humankind       . This is 

the only way to avoid the severity of the punishment of those horrific scenes, 

chains, and hell fire as mentioned earlier. How to do this practically? Well, this 

can only be done by being very active; by continuous nonstop effort; by 

constant struggle; and by being extremely passionate to implement the 

universal system of nourishment and nurturing of all humankind. Did you 

notice how intimately connected the verses are? First it said the punishment 

came because you did not establish a system to feed the hungry and the 

poor. No wit said that this is the message from Allah who is sustainer and 

provider of all the worlds. Then it said that to avoid this punishment, to avoid 

this   (reality) you must actively, with nonstop effort, with constant struggle 

implement the system of nourishment and nurturing of all humankind. Then 

you will be saved; otherwise, you will be destroyed.

Dear friends! Surah      (Al-Haaqqa) is finished today. We will take up Surah 

(Al-Ma’aarij) in the next Dars.

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of 

what we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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