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Manzil ba Manzil (3 5« ~ J )
Chapter 6: Tears of passion (Shola-e-Namnaak <S'isi A=5) — To my fellow travelers
(Tulu-e-Islam Convention, April, 1962)
By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: M. Alam)

Quran's message cannot be suppressed

This is one group that opposes the Quran because of ignorance. This group is
not that harmful as the one which uses this group as front for its ulterior
interests. The other group is very cunning and uses deceptive means to
advance its selfish interests.

But the voice of the Quran has become so common and reached so broad a
spectrum of the society that this cannot be stopped anymore by any opposition.
The “Pious one” no more can stop the flow of the elixir of life;

The whole world is deeply thirsty for the Quranic elixir of life!

The voice of those who become madly in love with the Quran's life-
invigorating message cannot be stopped. Their condition is such that:
The more they are opposed the more intense their passion becomes!

Every moment of their entire life is spent for the goal of spreading the voice of
the Quran so that its universal values could reveal themselves before the world
like shining stars; so that the divine order of universal sustenance could
practically get established in the world; so that the humanity which has lost its
way in the darkness of hell is able to come out of that darkness; and so that
Adam who was evicted from heaven could find the shining Sl
Ll _pa(Sirat-ul-Mustageem) highway that leads to heaven. If they are able to
accomplish this goal then they are ready to face whatever punishment their
opponents inflict on them:
Let the life's elixir come; let the message of the Quran come,
After that whatever happens, whatever difficulty comes, let it come;
Let the moonlight fall upon me from high heavens above;
Let messenger come carrying the light of the Quran in his hands;
Let every drop of blood in my veins light up like a lamp;
And let the Quran's beloved message come without its veil!
And the Earth will start shining with the light of its sustainer:@; 3 (5;9 <351
(39:69) — At that time the Earth (the human society) will glow with the
effulgence of Allah's Law of Sustenance and every matter would be decided



2018 s/ 56 (NEAL L

according to the Divine Code.

The world may say whatever it wants to say about/against them but their
passionate wish is that when the Prophet (PBUH) complams to Allah about his
people then they do not want to be included among them: 53328 8w 09 U6
o325 5h31I58(25:30) — And the Prophet (PBUH) will say, “O my Sustainer, this
is the very nation of mine which had put the Quran into the shackles of self
conceived ideas, whereby it could not move even a few steps freely.” Instead
of'being guided by the Quran, they made it subservient to their own beliefs and
customs.

Touchstone must be the Quran

My dear brothers! You know that I have kept repeating that [ am a student of
the Quran. Whatever [ understand from the Quran, I present it to others. [ have
never claimed that whatever I have understood from the Quran is the final
word or that there is no room for improvement. My books are proof of this
claim. I have always invited thinkers and scholars to look at my work with a
critical eye and inform me about my mistakes for which I will be thankful to
them. But the authority must be the Quran for right or wrong. Even if a
common person were to point out my mistake in the light of the Quran then I
am ready to submit to him. But if someone or some groups — no matter how
large or how powerful — insist that what I am presenting is against the
ancestors' way or against established customs and traditions, and therefore , it
is against Islam and the (22 (Deen), then I am not ready to accept this criticism.

This is because the Almighty Allah to which I submit one hundred percent says
that: 501233 0e s 2554¢ ”jﬁ\ 0310125 (7:3) — Follow only that which has been
revealed to you by your Sustainer and do not follow another ally. This is the
touchstone for testing right and wrong to me. And:4s 260 O30 S 50
@ija@ (5:44) — Those who do not decide their affairs according to what Allah
has revealed — they are the ones who in fact are the K'afireen, i.e., they belie
Allah and His Book.

skoksk

Your responsibility

Now my dear brothers, let us come to other side of this coin. I have said earlier
that Nature sometimes uses the force of opposition to advance its message —
then it does not mean that you should slow down your efforts to propagate the
voice of the Quran, and wait for Nature to do all the work? No, you should not
think like that ever at all? It is alright that a barrier speeds up the flow of ariver.
But it does so only of that river which is able to overcome the barrier and
moves forward. If it does not do so, then it becomes a static body of putrid
water. Therefore, it is necessary that you must also speed up your efforts as the
opposition increases its barrier.

I think it is necessary to clarify an important point in this regard. Those friends
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who have been with this movement for a while understand this point but it
takes time for the new ones joining this movement. And it is these people that [
want to address now. They join this movement with great emotion and start
pointing out that we do not have any practical program. As [ have mentioned
many times before, our various religious and political parties have created the
impression that unless there is public crowd; that unless there is clamor and
commotion in any program —then that program is not practical. They think that
for a “practical” program there must be public slogans, public demonstrations,
public speeches, and manifestation of public power and force. Tulu-e-Islam is
the first movement of'its kind whose mission is to create a fundamental change
in the hearts and minds of people. This is because it has understood the reality
of the Quran that unless and until there is change in the internal self and
psychology of individuals there cannot be positive and productive and
sustainable change in the society: “se.sbGli3E &S 50 IDIE (13:11) — Tt is
indeed a fact that Allah does not alter the condition of a people until they bring
about a change in their inner-selves.

Thus, the mission of Tulu-e-Islam is to create this internal psychological
change in people. And this goal cannot be achieved by public speeches,
demonstrations, and sloganeering. This can only be achieved by propagating
the message of the Quran with serene thinking, silent reflection, and continued
fortitude.

Spreading the message quietly

I don't know about Lahore but I used to see a special scene in Karachi. Every
evening, at a corner on the busiest street in the center of Karachi, a European
youth dressed in beautiful suit, used to stand quietly like a statue for several
hours with a bag full of magazines. He kept a copy of the magazine in his hand
and gave it to anyone who stretched his hand towards him; and pulled another
copy from the bag in his hand. I saw him doing this routine for months and
years. Similar youth were doing this work in different parts of the city on
behalf of some Christian missionary organization. Many people used to make
fun of their efforts. But when their annual report was published then it was
clear that this silent propagation was having a big impact and it was an
effective tool for recruiting volunteers for their missionary organization.

Our program

We have a similar program in front of us, my friends. Our mission is to spread
the Quran's teaching. This requires that we should first understanding it
ourselves; and then to convey it to others through literature. But it is equally
important that our practical life must also provide its proof through our
exemplary character and moral behavior. This program of action is a never
ending continuous process. But there is a difference between the Quranic
program and those missionary's program. They attract people by standing
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silently. This is a negative aspect of life and Christianity's special teaching.
The Quran brings out the positive aspect of life and declares that this is the
right method to invite people to its teaching. It is this method that was
recommended to Ibrahim (PBUH) who, having been deeply disturbed by the
state of his people, asked Allah how to revive dead nations: @5&5 G fer e 6,
~33J1(2:260)— Each Messenger has been confronted with the problem of giving
life to a dead nation. For instance, Abraham faced such a problem and said to
Allah: “What 1s the process by which new life may be infused into a dead
nation?” What was the process prescribed by Allah? It was: &) &3 85153 06
G Cl G B 1gis Gas 5 B B aH B 0 803 (2:260) — Allah explained the
process to Ibrahim through an example. He said: “Take four untamed birds. At
first they will try to get away from you. Make them familiar with yourself
gradually. This will bring about remarkable change in them. Even if you set
them free and call to them, they will come to you swiftly.” This is how you
also, my friends, must patiently but quietly reform those who rebel against
your call; and try to bring them closer to yourself, and make them understand
and appreciate the Divine System. This is how you will be able to instill “life”
into them.

This is a positive program unlike any other program. And there is no place in it
of any kind of commotion. Leave aside commotion, even if there is a mild
sound or unexpected motion then it will have undesirable effect in the training
process. Therefore, one has to be extremely cautious and extraordinarily
patient in this process; and one must adhere to an already settled program by
remaining one-hundred percent focused on its goal. It is obvious that this
program requires steady flow like a river and steadfast determination like a
rock. This 1s our program of propagating the teachings of the Quran, my
friends. And this is the program that we must adhere to, and abide by. In the
methodology or the process of this program there may be some changes in the
means by which this program is carried out depending on the needs of the
times; but there is absolutely no place in it of rallies and demonstrations, no
matter what. If some people are getting impatient then so be it. We cannot
change the principles on which the program is based for their sake. Those who
join this movement should clearly understand that, here, it is to burn like a
moth not to make noise like rooster.

Obstinate people

There is another point that needs to be kept in mind: There are obstinate people
—mostly religious obscurantists — that you need to keep away from. These are
the people about whom the Quran says that they have already made up their
minds not to listen to anything that deviates from their preconceived notions:
oG¥al ;ijjzﬁjfﬁjﬁ;;ggﬁ‘;ﬁi\;ﬁ%ﬁﬁ\61(2:6) — As opposed to u—ii (Muttageen),
there are (= AS (K'afireen) who see the right path clearly, yet do
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not adopt it, being impelled by their obstinacy, jealousy, vanity, and vested
interests. They do not follow this path themselves, and also prevent others
from following it. Whether or not the (2 _8S (K'afireen) are warned about the
disastrous consequences of following the wrong path, it is the same for them.
They will never adopt the right path. These are the people about whom the
Quran says to the Prophet (PBUH) to stay away from: o524 158 22320 cJ5 0 821
(73:10) — Do not be depressed by what your opponents say about you. Ignore
them and remain firm and steadfast on your program. Do not get involved with
them. Save yourself by gracefully withdrawing from these people who are not
prepared to even listen to you. So, there is no need to waste your time and
energy on such people who are stagnant, obstinate, and prejudiced. It is not
hard to identify such people if you pay close attention to their mien. These are
the people about whom Allama Igbal says:
They protect their outer shell but ignore their inner essence;
They leave aside the mature kernel and go after the chafes,
They keep the heart of the message far away from themselves;
They surrender the special message and protect the rituals!

So, please convey the Quranic thought to those who want to understand it with
reason and knowledge and who are interested in solving the practical
problems of humanity. The Quran addresses only those who have within them
symptoms of life, and want to elevate themselves on the scale of humanity. It
says: & 0824554 (36:70) — O Prophet (PBUH)! This code of life has been given
to you so that you may warn the nation which still exhibits signs of life and
wants to survive. This is the fertile soil in which the seed of thought germinates

and eventually becomes a giant tree —and about which Allama Igbal has said:

Igbal is not that hopeless from his barren farmland;
As it only takes a little moisture to make it fertile land!

kksk

Our ignorant friends

The second thing I want to draw your attention to is even more important than
this, my friends. It is popular theme that is commonly invoked: “An open
enemy is better than an ignorant friend.” I can't say how an open enemy is
better but I do experience frequently how an ignorant friend can be quite
harmful. These “ignorant friends” are part of our movement. Some are even
members of Bazms and have been studying Tulu-e-Islam's literature for a long
time. But they propagate such wrong ideas about this movement and about me
personally that I get quite astonished. May Allah protect us from such
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“friends?”

I believe the enemies of this movement do not cause as much harm as the
uncalled favors do of these so-called friends. These people have turned out to
be very dangerous to this movement and, therefore, they need to be stopped.
The way to do this is as follows:

(1) If someone asks you about anything related to Tulu-e-Islam's mission;
its beliefs; or my ideology etc.; then first see if the answer is given in
any book, pamphlet, or magazine published by Tulu-e-Islam. If it is,
then give that piece of literature to him.

(2) If you cannot find the answer in any literature published by the Idara
then tell him that I don't have the knowledge about it. Give him the
address of the Idara and ask him to find the answer directly from there.

In short, don't give verbal answers to such questions yourselves. The authority
is of written words. Present him the written document. Verbal statements come
under the category of narrations. Don't entangle yourselves in narrations.

[ am requesting every Bazm to keep a close eye on its members. [f any member
violates this guideline then warn him. If he continues to violate the guideline
despite the warning then know that he has joined this movement to
deliberately harm it. Protect your Bazm from such people.

At this point I want to declare that Tulu-e-Islam is responsible for only those
things that it has written its literature. It is not responsible for anything else that
is attributed to it.

kokok

Our practical life
Now my dear friends, I am coming to most important aspect of this address.
You are deeply passionate about understanding the Quranic teaching. This is
very good thing. But simply understanding the Quran is not the goal by itself.
It is understood for the purpose of leading our life according to its message. If
the Quran's teaching does not change our character and behavior then it is no
more than just a mental pleasure. If the Quran's teaching does not create such
revolution deep inside our hearts that is not reflected by our daily life then such
anunderstanding is nothing but applaud of poets, which is of no benefit.

Even if the intellect tells that there's no god except Allah;

If the heart and mind aren't Muslim then life is nothing!

The expression of being Muslim means that the heart and mind are Muslims,
and that this must be reflected in our character and behavior. If our character is
not clean; if our vision is not lofty; if our manners and behaviors are not kind
and humane —then what is the difference between those whom we say that they
don't understand the Quran? This is nothing but deceiving ourselves by saying
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that we understand the Quran better than them? Well, those who understand
the Quran, their daily life must distinguish them from others? And anyone who
interacts with them in any matter should get impressed by their beautiful
character and immediately assert: here is a good person in an era of human
drought. There is no doubt that we want to create Quranic revolution in
society. But it does not mean that we have to wait for that society in order to
mold our character according to the Quran. Of course there are certain things
that cannot happen without changing the society. But why wait for things that
can be done individually, like improving our character and manners. Making
the society a shield for our weaknesses is a great self-deception. It is
unbecoming of those who take the name of the Quran to remain in such self-
delusion. Truthfulness, brotherhood, love, kindness, good manner,
trustworthiness, keeping promise, broadmindedness, openness in dealings,
cleanliness in character, clearness in thought, pure intellect, protecting honor —
these should be our distinguishing features at all times. [ have mentioned these
only as examples. In a nutshell, please understand that our life should be
molded on the pattern of the life-model of the Prophet (PBUH) because this is
the necessary consequence of understanding the Quran. Ifthis does not happen
then everything becomes useless.
It is also necessary that we should live a dignified and serious life. We should
make sure nothing happens from us that is degrading. Our daily life should be
civil and gentlemanly. We should live in peace and wish for peace and security
to others. We should never commit any wrong or harm anyone. Our life should
reflect kindness and justice.
Pakistan's security
It is also important that nothing should happen from us that weakens the
security of Pakistan. This is because all our efforts and all our hopes and
aspirations for practically establishing the heavenly Quranic society are tied to
the safety and security of this land. For common people this piece of land is
just a country but for us it is an essential means to live Quranic life, and an
escape hatch from the current hell that humanity is in. From this the
importance of its security should be quite obvious to us. We are surrounded by
shortsighted Hindus on one side who are determined to take revenge of their
centuries old slavery and subjugation; and on the other side there is flood of
communism.

Against this monumental flood covering the entire Earth,

Intellect, wisdom, sense, and knowledge are just straws!

Religious extremism and fire
But then there are elements within the nation that were against the creation of
Pakistan in the first place, and are still a source of destruction from within.
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These elements, under the cover of religion, want to inflame and destabilize
the country. They want to take revenge by creating chaos and destruction for
that unceremonious defeat they suffered when Pakistan became a reality
despite their opposition, and their ego was hurt badly. If you look carefully at
this situation then you will find that most of these religious groups are the very
ones that were fighting against Pakistan movement and Tulu-e-Islam, because
it was supporting the Pakistan movement on the basis of Islam and (2 (Deen).
On the other hand, they were using Islam and (22 (Deen) as a shield to wage
their battle against the creation of Pakistan. These are the same wounds that are
still festering in their hearts for their defeat then. These people will try to incite
you in every which way but you should not fall into their trap. You must remain
calm and cool despite their provocations. You kept your patience and calm
under the recent incendiary situation they created in the country when one
thousand so-called Islamic scholars published a fatwa against me declaring
me an infidel. There was no report of any emotional reaction against this fatwa
from any Bazm or any of its members. You deserve my heartfelt
congratulations for this!
Sectarianism and political parties
You know that our movement is very much against creating division in the
Ummah — whether it is in the name of religion or politics — because it is
antithesis of (22 (Deen).
022 (Deen) is the flagbearer of the unity of humankind whose first step is the
unity of Ummah. Therefore, nothing should happen from us that has even an
inkling of creating division. Since participating in politics is not in our
program, we have nothing to do with political machinations and the resulting
partisan circuses. There is only one program in front of us, and that is: to
understand the Quran and to propagate its teaching; and to create such a
change in our own selves and in others in the Ummah that our society
progressively gets transformed on Quranic lines. Our way is that:

We don't talk about historical traditions, rituals, piety, creed, or religion;

But we do passionately and boldly talk about the teachings of the Quran!

Thelaw of permanence and change

My dear friends, if there is an error or mistake in whatever I present and if
anything in it is not according to the teachings of the Quran then time will erase
it. And whatever is according to the Quran in my presentation — it will stay
alive despite all the opposition against it. This is because in the Universe

. 175 59, o7 ), [
permanence and change occurs according the law of Allah 8355 Teuds s G ,=2
13, 9
o) ‘m

ecMl3) (13:39)—The basic law of evolution is that those species which acquire
the capacity to survive remain whilst the rest are eliminated. This law, the
source of which is with Allah, also applies to nations. Therefore,
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if there 1s something according to the Quran and our current period does not
accept it then a future period will accept it. If our message is based on truth
then I have one hundred percent conviction that:

Every outline of the sign of time will call on me;

Never think that my story is only limited to me!

Gratitude
My dear friends, when I look back | am amazed how every step of the program
that I had in front of me about thirty years ago has been achieved despite lack
of resources. While I am totally grateful at every step of the way to Allah and
prostrate before Him, I am also thankful to you from the depth of my heart
because without your sincere love and affection I would not have been able to
cover this long and difficult Quranic journey. Whatever [ have presented so far
it was limited to Urdu speaking people of the country. But now, not only [ want
to include the English speaking people of this country but I also want to
convey this message to the thinkers and researchers of the West as well, who
seem to be eager and desperately in search of a system of life that can only be
found in the Quran. You will be happy to note that, by the Grace of Allah, I
have started this work in English. [ This book is now published entitled, Islam:
A challenge to Religion]
Establishment of school
The last step of this program is the establishment of s school that will teach and
train the next generations so that their hearts and minds could be molded on the
Quranic pattern; and their full potentials are actualized so that they could work
for the development and welfare of humanity. It is obvious that this program
requires lot of resources and demands great courage. But:
Lack of resources cannot stop the passion and drive for the goal;
The intensity of passion creates its own thrust and way to the goal!

It is this deep-rooted conviction and the determination to achieve my goals that
have carried me throughout my life.
Muslim's life is built on conviction and cultivation of deep-rooted wish;,
Every generation must keep faith that “Allah doesn't break His promise!”

My practice has been that at any time a program came in front of me |
immediately knocked at the door of the Almighty and extended my begging
bowl in front of Him just like the brothers of Ibrahim (PBUH) did 2:336{a, 63
LL 385 C}f}!ﬁjgﬁ (12:88) — Take this amount and out of pity for us give us
provisions in full measure and be bountiful to us.

And I found that the Merciful One never let me return empty handed. But even
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more uplifting is the message that was given to the Prophet (PBUH): &% 3% 55
o2l Eifes AN Gk (6 CEE% 51 2305 3sd (13:40) — As already stated, O Prophet
(PBUH), you might wonder whether the end of which your opponents are
being warned will come about in your life time or whether you will spend your
whole life in these struggles. The end will come according to Our Law of
Requital. Your responsibility is only to communicate the message with full
confidence that they will be recompensed for their actions since it is Allah
Who keeps a watch over what they do.
Therefore, why should we worry about as to when our program will be
completed? All we are told is this:

Keep passionately striving and have faith;

Finding the way sometimes is itself wealth!

So, we must passionately keep striving without worrying about the result. If
our program is according to the Quran; if our intentions are sincere; and if
there is steadfastness in our commitment — then there is no reason that sooner
or later the beneficial result won't be achieved because:elmadl 5 1 3 (12:56)
—Allah does not waste the efforts of those who do good (balanced) work. This
is the promise of Allah and His promise is always true. As for the opposition to
the Quranic program, do not worry about that. [ have an eye on the world and I
see how humanity is suffering under the wrong system of life and how it is
desperately in search for the correct way of life. Allah's system is not limited to
any particular space and time. Allah addresses the entire humanity. Therefore,
opposition to the Quranic system at one place cannot stop its success in other
places. No power can stop the demands of time. Please tell those who want to
stop the voice of the Quran:

The prison is under your control but it is not;

The blooming of flowers in the spring season!

It is a fact that:e&le Y @ KT E05, 21 EJE &5 (12:21) — Allah has every power
to carry out His plans although most people do not know this.
sksksk
My dear friends, whatever I had to say I have said it. Once again I want to
congratulate you for participating in this simple but beautiful gathering, and |
pray that may Allah strengthen your intention; that He may instill sincerity in
your hearts; that He may increase your determination to face opposition with
steadfastness. And let the cosmic forces help you in achieving the enlightened
and beautiful goal of life that you have chosen for your mission; and may you
keep advancing on this Quranic journey by overcoming every barrier that
comes your way!
What a good wish is this O Allah? Please listen!
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What a good wish is this O Allah? Please listen!
You came here with great enthusiasm:
To light a lamp of desire in every passionate soul;
To make everyone in the Ummah a witness whole!

And when you depart from here then do so with such strong determination
that:
1t is because of our common passion that our mission's strong base is safe;
We will do everything possible to protect, to glorify, and to beautify this
base!
Finally, let us prayer to Allah from the bottom of our hearts: %l (SEGE 355 &;

53,8018 BEEEEIRE-R s =hat - oo LI UE S WEe G E (2:286)
“O Allah! Do not call us to account if we have forgotten what we ought to do or
have fallen into error. May we not be buried under the weight of man-made
Laws as were our predecessors? Give us the strength to bear the
responsibilities vested in us. If we falter, give us the ability to undo the harm
caused by means of good actions. This is how we will be able to secure
protection as well as means of development. O Allah! You are our Protector.
Grant us success against the K'afireen who oppose Your System.”35x &5 59,
olBIEH R A2 B Ua5EE55(3:8)
“O Allah! Having found the right path, may our hearts not swerve from it?
Grant us means of development. You alone bestow. We know that at this time
there are differences amongst humankind but are sure that one day all
humanity will become united by following Your immutable Laws. Surely
Allah never fails to fulfil His Promise. Nothing shall avail those who reject
Your Laws, neither their wealth nor their offspring. Their end will be
disastrous.”

BGbAEH RO EE 25 (7:126)
“O Our Sustainer, give us patience and consistency in such abundance that
until our last breath we remain obedient to Your laws.”

555 33 TR TS B S 0 SN L G0 B2 E348165(59:10)
“O our Sustainer! Grant us means of protection; and also to our brethren who
preceded us in professing Iman. Do not ever put any grudge in our hearts for
those who profess Iman. You are compassionate and provider of means of

nourishment.” ,

SRS EN ) B (2:127)
O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of
what we speak and what is hidden in our hearts.
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