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The Human Self and Allah

Episode No. 3

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Ejaz Rasool)

(1) As a result, thisfact becomes evident that, whereas he is higher and

superior tothe whole of the universe, his status is far lower when
compared to his greatest criterion (the Divine Self). [In
Salat,Qayaam(standing posture) and Sajda(prostration) are
representationsof these very two states. In Qayaam the objective is
the affirmation of the human self and its superioritycompared to
the whole universe, and in Rug# (bowing) and Sajud (prostration),
the willing obedience and subservient status of the human self when
compared to the Divine Self].

(2) From this it also becomes clear that there can be nothing in the

1.12

universe like unto man, because in the universe the only possessor of
personality is man. Because the Western materialistconsiders
himself (like other things of the universe) to be a product of
mattet,he can therefore become absorbed in this world of colour
and fragrance, but the one who holdsEimaan in the Quranic concept
of life finds himself to be unique in this physical universe. His
companion can be another possessor of a self, i.e. one human being
can be the companion of another at an equal level, and at a higher
level the companion of man can be Allah Himself. This 1s the reason
that Rasul-ullah has called Allah "A/Rafigul-Aald (Companion of a
higher status).

Companion of Allah

The subject of companionshipwith Allah leads us towards another
important aspect of reality. We observe that in the outer universe the results
of the Divine laws manifest themselves in a tangible form in front of us,
some rapidly, others far later. For example, the seed of any tree contains the
potential that if it is nourished according to the Divine law then one day it
will become a tall and sturdy tree for all to see. This outcome can come to
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fruition in front of us duringour own lifespan. But there are some schemes
of nature which are such that their results become established after many
thousands of years. For example,for the first life cell to reach to the human
form, after traversing differentevolutionary stages,occurredaftermillions
of years.
But we also observe that if man joins hands with that of nature, then not
only is there a significant reduction in this time periodwithin which some
acthad to bear a result (solely according to the laws of nature), butthere is
also a manifold increase in its beauty and attraction, utility and benefit. That
same plant which under normal circumstancesblossomed with flowers
after six months and that, too,inonly one colour, in the laboratories of
Furope can bear multicoloured flowers within twenty-four hours. This
means that when man becomes the companion of the Divine laws, then
swiftnessis added to the creative programme of Allah and beauty is created
in its outcome.
The form in which the Divine laws,as bearers of results, exists in the outer
universeis also that same form which exists in the human world. For
example, the Quran declares:
Nay,We hurl the truth against falsehood, and it knocks out its brain, and behold,
falsehood does perish! (21:18)
This principle is functioning in the universe that there is a continuousbattle
between Hagq (truth) and Ba#/ (falsehood)in it, and in this clashHagg
smashes the head of Bafifand thusBa#/ ultimately becomes destroyed and
eradicated. In other words, constructive forces ultimately overcome
destructive forces and in this way the universe keeps advancing forward
while traversing through its evolutionary stages. As the Quran has stated,
this is the law of nature:
... Verily a day in the sight of your Sustainer is like a thousand years of your
reckoning. (22:47)
...in a Day, the measure whereof is (as) fifty thousand years. (70:4)

But if human companionship is unitedin this then this victory ofHagg can
materialize in a few days. But this companionship can only materialise from
those men who have a solid conviction in the truth of the Divine laws, and
who are busy making efforts and taking actionsfor the development of
their self according to these (this is what is called Eimaan and righteous
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deeds). A group of such individualsiscalled a Jamaate Monuneen or
Hizbullah® As a result of the efforts and actions of this Jamaatsuch a society
comes into existence in which the Divine laws continue to become effective
and manifest results within the minimum of time, and in this way the
development of the members of the society continues to take place.

1.13 Individual and Society

The Quran has stated in very clear terms that development of the human
self cannot take place as a lone individual, this can only take place within a
Jamaat (a Quranic society). Addressing the individual, it states:

Enter you, then, among my servants! Yes, enter you My heaven. (89:29-30)
If you wish to enter paradise then enter the Jamaat of the menof Allah. In
another verse itis stated:

...and be with those who are true (in word and deed). (9:119)
This is the reason that the Quran has declared the solitary cloistersof
monasteries and the places of worship of mystics as a concoction of the
human mind (57:27) which is contrary to the Deendefined and presentedby
Allah. The Deen of Allah becomes established within a society.
Deenprovides the principles and values for the mutual relationsof
mankind. If some individual goes to a jungle where there is no other human
being, then he needsneither Deen nor Eimaan, nor can development of his
self take place, nor is there any form of evolution of human life. In fact, he
cannot even live life at a human level. Therefore, Deen demands
collectivism, and the development of the self of an individual is only
possible within a society.
1.14 Formulation of a Nation
Now let us take another step forward. When any two human beings in the
world set the aim of their life as being only one i.e. there is only one
objective and destination in front of them, and the pattern according to
which they wish to mould their life is also the same, then the creation of
mutual harmony in their outlook and vision is a natural outcome — this is
what is called unity of thoughtand vision, or the sharing of Einaan.
This is that unity of thought and visionwhich the Quran declares as being
the reason for the coming together of people i.e. no matter where two
persons of the world live, whatever may be their colour, language, race or

O Hizbullah — this means the party of Allah i.e. those who follow His laws. (Ed)
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nationality, if they place the Divine attributes in front of them as external
criteria and are engrossed in efforts to develop their self according to these,
then both these human beings (despite having differentiations of colour,
race, language or nationality) will be members of onejamaat and will be
citizens of one nation. The Quran has stated this to be the very criterion for
the formulation of nationality. The unity which is produced among men in
this way is far stronger and longer lasting than the bonds of blood, colour,
language and the relationships of nationality. If this unity keeps spreading,
and ever greater numbers of human beings in the world harmonise
together in this way and become of one 'colour’, then through this the
whole of mankind willbecome one universal brotherhood. It is obvious
from thisthat the necessary outcome ofTanbeedot Allah (i.e. keeping His
Self as a criterion in front)is the oneness of humanity. Apart from this
there is no other basis for the oneness of humanity. The aim and objective
of the Quran is that gradually all human beings, by making the Tauheed of
Allah as the practical model of their life, become one universal
brotherhood, and in this way all those differences due to which today the
world is turninginto a den of beasts,are eliminated.

115 Eimaanin Allah

From the above explanations this reality becomes apparent to usas to what
the concept of Allah is according to the Quran, and what it means to have
Eimaan in Allah. After this it also becomes clear why the Quran makes this
demandfrom all the human beings of the world that they should have
Eimaan in that AllahWhose concept the Quran has presented. Leaving
aside a few atheists in the world, every person, every tribe, every nation is
convinced of the existence of God insome form or another. But the Quran
declares that your belief inGod in this way is not, in truth,the acceptanceof
God; this amounts to recognition of that God whose concept is coined by
you or other men likeyou. For example, an individual says that I believe that
gold i1s a good metal, its colour is white,humid air causes it to rust,
andstriking it against a hard material shatters it into pieces, and since it is the
lightest metal in the world, it is therefore commonly used in the
construction of airplanes. It is obvious that the individualwho becomes
convinced of the existence of the metal holding these characteristics by
calling it 'gold’, is in fact denyingthe existence of (real) gold. Only that
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person who is convinced of its correct and true characteristics will be
acknowledged as accepting the existence of gold. Hence, the belief in God
of the individual who may be convinced about God but is not aware of the
correct concept of His attributes, is equivalent to denial of the true God.
Thetefore, Einaan in Allah will be accepted® only from the individual who
has conviction in that Allah Whose attributes are detailed by the Quran; and
those attributes are not noted anywhere other than in the Quran.

1.16 Characteristics of Quranic FEzaan

Not only is it the casethat the concept of Allah which the Quran presents is
not available anywhere else, but the concept of the relationship which the
Quran detailsbetween Allah and man also cannot be found anywhere else.
Aswe have seen, the Quran tells us that:

(1) Allah has control and power over the whole of the universe, but He
uses His sovereignty according to His Own laws made by Him, and
there is never any change in these laws. In other words, this whole
system of the universe is busilyfunctioning within these defined and
established laws which areoperational and immutable. These very
laws are also functioning in the human world which means that every
deed of man produces a defined effect and there is never any
exception in this. Though every man has a choice in doing whatever
deed he wishes, it cannot happen that he performs a deed of one
kindbut creates the effect of some other. Whatever kind of deeditis,
the same kind of outcome will result. These results are established
according to the laws defined by Allah.

(2) Excepting those attributes which are purely related to the
omnipotence and omniscience of Allah (e.g. that none has created
Him, nor has He come into existence from nothing), the
fundamental attributes of the human self are the same asthe
attributes of the Divine Self, with this difference that these attributes
of the human self are finiteand in a constrained form,and are also
undeveloped. To Be Continued

® Acceptance here means that the human self must have the correct concept in mind
in order to benefit from this for the development of the self. It may appear harsh, but
this is something we experience in our daily life as well. Though we may genuinely
believe something to be true this will not make it a fact, thus we may be holding on to
something which is false that will affect our subsequent thought process. (Ed)




202257 66 2o

Pre 556 e b S6L Put SIESLUEA S WP PL 35, phe b Fisns
PN ST

S L L WP ERL TSI T ST L ST Jo b L s

e BT L Sl e IS eh A E P st

wo oSy sbe TS N394 PP Las3, Jislab Ly 58 Llos
Y. 7 T 2 YT NS A

S Il NSy AP EL

DS P Posl 2 it Fr 5§ s S oD P & s sl
LY msen 32 ) f‘:"z.x S oSuste /»ufl

¥ gl P13

L& sl Sosun 2Pz
Sly-Un .T_./Jffﬂjldﬁ L"J;;JL/» L3l st =, @sk;f’ib«& ST ..g..:..«br‘:’.r‘ﬁﬁ e

-4

(3)
Uz sl TAMIF e LAS S L u?"wd“rv”ui,:u,;.@m plFL s -

-2

-Uﬂu“%ijbda‘fjbﬁé.fﬁd:_lﬁ.éuT}&lJﬁrWLJI?%‘L.CgKUOJ;M!‘

_nﬁﬁ,;}}mfuﬁ"ﬂru"g -3

:»u(ngn.-:awmJ/Jb?auéﬁfg.;gLJ’uﬁrL@bfbﬁuUI..-.;ﬁ.?”»m,aﬁd‘iﬁb”:,bfa -4
-an‘-.

_nJl‘f.;«-‘/maﬁlgﬁﬁﬂéTfu,:l.;&:,uﬁu"‘,? -5

u:u’-k&uﬁu“:_gfu%,luﬁymmJ/nfT;.U«:.;;Lu;i‘muﬁ&pr&lfx -6

I3 b o

b & &
— P e
>

eI PP L estn)

A b
¢
309303




PUBLISHED SINCE 1938 AT THE BEHEST OF ALLAMA IQBALR AND QUAID-E-AZAMR

" TOLU-E-ISLAM

VOL.75 25-B, Gulberg 2, Lahore, Pakistan
ISSUE Phone. 042-35714546, 042-35753666
0 E-mail:idarati@gmail.com  Web: www.toluislam.org
www.facebook.com/talueislam/  www.youtube.com/idaratolueislam

CPL.NO. 28

73/ ilf

,«Jb/ ’ g

'_
’
’
y
#
¥
’
’
¢
y
’
#
’
’
’
’
g
¥
y
’
’
¥
y
#
¢
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
¥
y
’
¥
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
’
¥
’
¥
’
’
’
’
‘
(%

PRy ST Ry Phan e
<E¥ S PN s ) S
el gt 8IS AL ALY
pel b Fe Seddgiel
ey I
st U i g £ Lo
St f2 0w f 5
VBB e WSt PP

o § ot s pr £ U7 2l
s o7z S U ugJi
e A e N
NNV

B g U P gl & 2ol 51
I CWe sl fE L
W26 § 44

G2 & o AT

1 a3 1S5S

e s LF U oS U on
clio JF s M 4 5 KI5 o
R EP AL E Lot S
W2l St L g
e s g e
e U S ew 2 ud)
pta:aif:jff.u’-;.ﬁd""

i P Ve 3F B i
KU B LS
o W Y& a2
G 234 w2 Ut & I H
e LB D i
J& & a1 LE ks
Ja 0y P 0U Ut S EE

‘“““““““.“““““““““““““‘““““““““é

A A ——~




