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Manzil ba Manzil (J < ~ J )
Chapter 3: Spring's Message (Payam-e Fasl-e Bahar J\» J<i 2ly) —
Message to Fellow-Ambassadors
(Tulu-e-Islam Convention, November, 1959)
By G. A. Parwez (Translated by: M. Alam)

Unchangeable principles

At this point you must be wondering what these unchangeable principles are
that form the basis of [slamic state and its constitution. It will take long time to
explain the details of the permanent values. So, at this time, I will try to
introduce to you some of these values so that you can see what their features
are.

One concept of human life is that human beings are defined essentially by
physical body which comes into existence according to physical laws. Its
machinery remains alive according to physical laws and when this machinery
stops working then its cells disintegrate. This is called death which ends
human life. This concept of human life is called the materialistic concept of
life.

Human self or personality

The other concept of human life is that it not only consists of human body but it
has something else which is called “human self” or “human personality”’; and
which is not the product of any physical evolutionary process nor is it subject
to any physical laws. This is granted to everyone by God; but it is given in
undeveloped or potential form with the possibility that it can be developed and
its potential could be realized. If it is developed and realized, then it does not
die with the death of the physical body; but continues to live and marches
forward on its onward evolutionary journey.

Just as there are laws for the development of the human body, there are laws for
the development for the human self as well. These are the laws which are
called by the Quran as unchangeable values or permanent values. If human
leads his life according to these values then his self continues to develop. Ifhe
deviates from these values then his self becomes weak and disintegrates.
However, humans cannot lead life at the individual level according to these
values. These permanent values require that life be lived collectively under
them which are constitutionally implemented and protected by law at the
societal level in the Islamic state as a whole. Thus the Islamic state is nothing
but the reflection of these values. The sole reason the Islamic state comes into
existence is for the goal of facilitating the development of the human body and
human self. Thus the Islamic state is not the end, but it is only a means to
achieve this goal.

Episode No. 2
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Therefore, the very first permanent value is human self. This value is the center
around which all other values revolve. This is the foundation on which the
structure of (22 (Deen) is built. If someone believes in God who created this
gigantic Universe and its laws according to which it is running so beautifully
and smoothly, but does not believe in human self then his belief in God is
meaningless. Belief in one's own self is a prerequisite condition for one to
believe in God.

Human self has its own individual existence whose result is that every
individual becomes accountable for his own actions — good or bad: 515355
53174 (6:164)—Allah's law of requital is that no one else shall be responsible
for what he does except his own self'and no one shall be made to bear another's
burden. And further: 856 @ 358 5 LG8 @, JF 95 5 L2 &F o8 &% 9 Gy 1y
oCaraasnSs (2:48) — when the Quranic Order is estabhshed no one shall avall
another in anything, nor shall any intercession of one for another be
considered, nor shall any form of compensation be accepted neither shall they
be succored. This is the principle according to which accountability for
retribution or award occurs in [slamic state. Since human self is granted to
every human equally, every child has equal respect by virtue of being a human
child. 2312 E% 33 (17:70) — We have honored humankind. Honor and equal
dignity for all human beings is an eternal principle that the whole world cannot
change it. A child born in a palace and a child born in a slum have both equal
dignity and honor by birth. In it, there is no difference between rich and poor;
white or black; believer or unbeliever; nation or race; language or region;
social or cultural characteristics.

' Humanity means respect for human. This is the fundamental eternal
principle of the Quran. A constitution or law that protects this enteral principle
will be called Islamic. If it deviates from this principle then it will be called
non-Islamic.

Appointment to positions

After granting universal equal dignity to humans by birth, the Quran next
addresses the basic principle in running the affairs of a good society. The
Quran's decision regarding this is that: £ €3 &a 738 (6:133) — Allah's law is
that everyone is assigned a position according to his deeds. No other
consideration — wealth, status, race, family, influence of any kind etc. — should
be given in this process. Moving thlS principle further we reach the level which
the Quran describes as: > & 5ie 3T &) (49:13) — According to the Divine
Law the criteria to determine status or superiority is how closely and
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consciously one follows and guards the Divine Laws? And who obeys Him
more? The one whose whole life is in conformity with this criterion is most
worthy of respect. The person may either be man or woman, or from any
family or tribe. The criterion for superiority is not race or status, but personal
character and behavior.
Slavery
The necessary consequence of human honor and dignity is that no human
being should be slave to another human in any form. Thus slavery, according
to the Quran, is the worst crime of humanity. Leave aside humanity, it is not
allowed for a human being to force others to follow his private orders.&f & OB G
e dRG BT LA OE S50, 8D S9I8EE (3:79) — The fundamental
principle of (w2 (Deen) 1s that no human being — even though Allah may have
given him a Code of Laws or the power to enforce it or even given the position
of the Prophet — has the right to say to the others: “You should obey me rather
than Allah.” Therefore, in Islamic state, the obedience will be to the laws only;
and these laws are the ones whose structure is erected on the basis of Quran's
permanent values. And these laws will apply to everyone equally. No
exception whatsoever will be made to anyone no matter how great their
position. The Quran declares the Prophet (PBUH) as the first one to submit to
these laws:eCaball 05167 (6:163) — I been commanded and I am the first to
submit to the commandment.
Justice
Equal application of law is called justice. What great emphas1s the Quran puts
on justice could be seen from this verse: ,Zf“w‘ jSJL.\.JL AR YR LA A TARN 1
oS A 8 A &3 0l ST E 5 E (5:8) — O people who
believe, always stand up for justice in the cause of Allah. Let not the enmities
of others towards you make you deviate from the path of justice. Always, and
in all circumstances, act justly. This is akin to being righteous. Always adhere
to the Laws of Allah Who is aware of all that you do.
Ol (I'hsan) or Mercy
Justice means giving one's due. But the Quran, goes beyond this. It mentions
Oleal (I'hsan) along with justice: u[:l)bdiﬁtjf» &) (16:90) — Allah has
ordered you to do justice with sl (I'hsan) which is usually translated as
mercy. But the root meaning of oL 2! (I'hsan) is: to restore balance and
proportion. This is also the meaning of beauty — to have proper balance and
proportion. If a thing's proper proportion is lost due to any reason then it no
longer remains beautiful. The Quran commands that if someone's balance has
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longer remains beautiful. The Quran commands that if someone's balance has
been lost somehow, then restore his balance; and this way his beauty (as well
as the beauty of the society) will be restored. Thus ! (I'hsan) is also a
permanent value of the Quran on which its universal system of sustenance
rises for improving overall human condition. It is the duty of the Islamic state
that it fulfill the basic needs of all; and facilitate the development of
everyone's' latent potential equally. In other words, it will be the responsibility
of the Islamic state and not that of the parents to make sure that every child's
physical, mental, and emotional development takes place optimally without
any discrimination.
Universal system of sustenance
Form this it is clear that if anyone sleeps hungry or if any child is left behind in
a state then that state cannot be called Islamic. Caliph Umar (R) went so far as
to say that even if a dog dies on the banks of Tigris due to hunger then he would
be accountable for its death. The Islamic state will establish this universal
systems of sustenance within its own dominion first, and then, it will expand it
further and further until the entire earth will start shining from the universal
light ofits creator: @5 3% 2791347 (39:69) — At that time the Earth (i.e., the
human society) will glow with the effulgence of Allah's Law of Sustenance
and every matter would be decided according to the Divine Code. And a state
that will do this will tell its people:o&E $5 5755 80 3359 bl a2 L2a2308(76:9) — And
say to the people for whom they do all this, “We do not do all this as a favor to
you. No, not at all! We do not expect anything in return; not even a word of
appreciation. In fact, we are doing our duty; and our interest lies only in this.
Accordingly, not only are our own “selves” nourished and developed, but that
the Divine attributes grow in our personalities as well. This is the objective of
human life.” This is our life's duty that we have fulfilled. So, therefore, there is
no question in this of any personal reward or appreciation:

The taste of patient suffering to improve human condition is itself the

reward;
It is an insult to the lover of duty if it expects overt appreciation and
reward!

Universal humanity

The intention to nourish others outside the Islamic state should not be for
political exploitation or expediency or for making opportunistic alliances to
strengthen its power; but it should be purely for the sake of belief that all

human beings are members of one human family: 8525851 QI CE (2:213) —
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Humankind is one single family. This is Quran's eternal and unchangeable
principle. It is human greed and shortsightedness that that has divided this
single human family into nations and races; and thus has fractured the
humankind into umpteen pieces.
Standard for nationhood
According to the Quran there is only one standard for dividing humanity: those who
believe in the permanent values of the Quran and make their attainment in real life as
their life's mission. They are members of one party or Ummah, no matter what race
they belong to and no matter where geographically they live on the planet. Those who
reject this ideology are members of other party even if they live within the same
country or state. In other words, according to the Quran, there is only one standard for
nationhood based on commonality of ideology and not on commonality of country or
of race. But it does not mean that one who is not a member of the Muslim Ummabh is
deprived of the public welfare of the Islamic state's universal system of sustenance.
Never. Whatever human rights and benefits the Quran has given to humans by virtue
of being humans — all humans are entitled to them and, therefore, gne can demand
them as of one's human right. This is the reason the Quran has said: u’;@ﬁl/’/@ waJl A

lsjj_’;ﬁ\,&u 25335 (70:24-25) — Thus by showing their generosity, they are in fact
admlttlng the reahty that their wealth is not only for their own use, but also for those
whose resources cannot meet their needs; or those who became incapacitated and are
unable to earn, thus being deprived of the necessities of life. This is their established
right, which is well-known to everyone. Therefore the generous ones are only
returning to them their right; and are not retaining anything which is beyond their
needs. It is this eternal principle of transcending beyond race and country into one
umversal family of humankind about which the Quran proclaims in clear words:

2R3 ’(J 225G (13:17) — that which is of benefit to humankind abides on
earth In the words of Igbal:
Selfish intellect is unmindful of welfare of others;
It only sees its own benefits, not that of others!

The revelation has its eye set on universal benefit;
It sees the welfare of all and everyone's benefit!

kR

The philosophy of unity of humankind

At this place, my dear friends, there is a great point of Quran's wisdom that I do not
want to move ahead without discussing it. The central focus of Quran's teaching is
the unity of creator and the unity of the created. The society that the Quran wants to
establish is based on the principle of the unity of humankind. For this purpose the
Quran advocates that individuals lead a life by being a symbiotic part of the body of
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the society. It does not allow classes within the society on any basis whatsoever. It
declares the entire society (which is classless Ummah) as one unit. Then it instructs
the Ummabh that it should isolate itself from the rest of the world; but it should include
others in its cultural and societal advancement.

There is no doubt that one of the purposes related the goal of unity of humankind is
that world tensions resulting from political battles and economic confrontation
should end. But there is a higher purpose beyond this. There is a peculiar principle of
human evolution: that a nation which has reached advanced civilization and culture
than other nations and it keeps its achievements only limited to itself, then its
progress stops after reaching a certain point. But if it shares with and spreads its
achievement and knowledge to other nations then its evolutionary advancement
becomes limitless. In other words, according to Robert Briffault's anology, if cultural
progress remains limited to an island surrounded by uncultured and uncivilized
ocean, then its progress stops after reaching a certain point, and starts stagnating. In
the same way if evolutionary progress is limited to only a group within a nation while
the rest of its people are at the bottom of the evolutionary chain, then that group's
progress stops after reaching a certain point and then starts stagnating. The higher
evolution will only occur if the entire nation participates equally in it. According to
the same principle, if an individual in a group reaches a higher level of knowledge
and intellectual achievement, but does not use his position to help others in evolving
to higher level, then his own evolution stops after reaching a certain point. This is the
reason the Quran makes the individual part of the collective group, and the group part
of'the humankind. It does not let them remain separate.

Collective heaven

One cannot enter the Quranic heaven by leading individual life. The Quran tells:
5855 (A3 00 0s B3 14436(89:29-30) — You cannot enter this heaven individually, but
only through collective living. For this it is important that you should join the group
of believers (Momineen) who are obedient to Allah. And in this way you shall enter
the blissful society of heaven, which has been established according to the Divine
Laws. In that heaven it isn't the case that some part of it is heaven and the rest is hell.
The Quran wants to create the same type of heaven in the world. Mysticism is wrong
from the Quranic point of view because it advocates monastic life in which every
individual is concerned with one's own spiritual progress and does not include the
whole society in it. In the same way in the world of politics, the Quran rejects a
political system in which one group dominates power and influence while the rest
live below under them. Proceeding further, at the global and international level, the
Quran declares a system against humanity in which one country advances so much
ahead that it dominates the rest of the countries in the world. It declares that only that
system is worthy of human respect in which all individuals are equal participants. If
that is not the case then the progress of even the most developed country will stop and
it will slowly lose its preeminence, and eventually will vanish into the dustbin of

history. To Be Continued...
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