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Surah Al-Muddaththir (         )– Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 29: Chapter 21

By G. A. Parwez

(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends! Today is February 24, 1984 and today’s lecture starts with verse 27 

of Surah Al-Muddaththir (         ).

The focus in the past verses

In the previous verses a dramatic scene was presented thus: a representative of the 

capitalist system came; he was presented with explanation and logic of the truth of 

the universal system of sustenance of all humankind compared to his false 

capitalistic system; he pondered over this; he arrived at a conclusion; how he was 

rebuked for arriving at the wrong decision; then how he pondered over it again and 

again and chose the wrong decision yet again; and how he arrogantly walked away 

mocking at the Prophet (PBUH) and saying that this was the same old lie as from the 

past warning of destruction that you will go to Hell. This capitalist representative 

went on: this claim of the Prophet (PBUH) that this message is from God is false; and 

that the Prophet (PBUH) is making it up himself as a scare tactic  –                   

(74:25) – This is nothing but the word of mortal man!

Our wrong idea about Hell

Dear friends! The Quran said this in just two words:               (74:26). Before we get 

to the true meaning of this verse let us consider our traditional translation of the 

Arabic words “ ” “ ” or “ ” which is done as hell. And our concept of hell is َجَھَنَّم جَحِیمِ سَقَرَ

that it will happen in the Hereafter after the Day of Judgment; that it is not concerned 

with our life here in this world; and that the result of our actions will not appear in this 

world but will only appear in the Hereafter. Obviously, we all believe in the Heaven 

and Hell of the Hereafter and that is the greater part of our faith. But it is our mistake 

to put all the results of our bad actions to the Hereafter exclusively. According to the 

Quran the results of our bad actions start here in this world. It says that the result of 

right action done in accordance with the Quran starts as a heavenly life here in this 

world or starts as a life of hell otherwise.  

The Quran has used the words “ ” “ ” or “ ” as terms in relation to the life of َجَھَنَّم جَحِیمِ سَقَرَ

.
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this world as well. In reality, life moves in continuous order from here, in this world, 

without any breaks to the Hereafter. If life of this world is hell then the life of the 

Hereafter is also hell. The Quran says that humans carry the fire themselves to the 

Hell. The traditional translation of the above verse              (74:26) is: Soon will I 

cast him into Hell-Fire! And as I said a moment ago our concept of Hell is that it will 

come after life after death, not during the life here. As I have said we all believe in the 

life of the Hereafter and its Hell and Heaven; but it is wrong to associate them only 

with the Hereafter because the Quran uses the letter “ ” which means “soon”. َس

Another point to note is that the enemies of the Prophet (PBUH) did not believe in the 

Day of Judgment or in the Hell of the Hereafter. Then to tell them that after death you 

will be punished in the Hereafter because of your actions was meaningless as they 

did not believe in them. The Prophet’s goal of warning them was also not to threaten 

them with revenge but to warn them that they will face the consequences of their 

wrong actions soon, here, in this world.

Dear friends! At many places the Quran mentions the sarcastic remarks the 

opponents of the Prophet (PBUH) used to hurl at him such as: “Look what he is 

saying? He is saying that when you are dead and when your bones have decayed then 

you will have second life and you will face judgment and accountability?!” 

Obviously, those who do not believe in this would make fun about it. The goal of the 

Prophet (PBUH) was not to force them to accept his message but to warn them about 

the consequences of their wrong actions and the reality of the law of requital. But one 

who does not believe in accountability for his actions how can he desist from wrong 

behavior? He will of course resort to hurling insults and sarcasm, instead. This 

warning did not have any effect on the Quresh just as, strangely enough it does not 

have on us today. This is so because we also do not have the conviction that the law of 

requital is real; that it will produce results here; and, if not here, then in the Hereafter 

on the Day of Judgment where there will be scale and accountability and Hell. The 

way we live our life proves that we do not believe in them. You may be shocked what 

I am saying but that is the truth: (2:8)                                                                  -- 

And there are people who say, “We do believe in God and the Last Day,” and all the 

while they do not really believe. This is being told, in fact, regarding us. If we have 

the conviction that arsenic kills then no sane person will go near it.

How many times do we hear that we will be punished for our wrong actions; that 

sinners will go to Hell; that we will have to pay for every crime we commit? The 
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purpose being that we desist from such things. But does it work? If a sane person has 

conviction on the truth and reality of accountability for one’s action then he would 

not commit sins or do bad deeds. But despite this he keeps on doing bad deeds; he 

does not change his behavior. This means he is non-serious; that he thinks the law of 

requital is just a joke; that he really does not believe in accountability for his 

misdeeds. My dear friends! If he had conviction about the veracity of the law of 

requital and its working in producing result of every action, even of every thought; 

then what you call sin will never happen from him if he were sane. It is another matter 

though if he were mad. The definition of madness is that one does not realize one’s 

own benefit or loss in this state. So, leave such a person aside. But if a person who is 

physically sane and sound and keeps on doing misdeeds and sins that are hallmarks 

of Hell, then what is it that keeps driving him to do such things? The only thing one 

can conclude from this is that he does not have conviction in the accountability of the 

law of requital. If with sane and sound mind he had conviction that such actions 

would lead to destruction, then a human being would not do such things.

No lawsuit in a year: an unparalleled example   

During the period of Abu Bakr (R) a post of judge was created, and Umar (R) was 

appointed on this post. Umar told Abu Bakr to abolish this post as no case came 

before this court for one year. My dear friends! How could any case come before the 

court? The entire society reflected the deep conviction that people had in the law of 

requital; in the accountability of actions and even in accountability of thoughts; in the 

Day of Judgment; in the Hereafter. If this level of conviction about the accountability 

in the Hereafter enters the heart of everyone then how could anyone be motivated to 

do any crime in such a society? There are thousands of items available in market that 

can kill people if they ingest but they don’t, because they know the consequence. 

They know that the law of requital will kill them. But the same conviction is not 

there: that lying, cheating, deceiving, stealing, destroying, or oppressing will kill 

them just like any poison. If someone had this conviction, then he will not do such 

things. This is the reason the Quran says:               (2:8) – They do not have 

conviction although with their tongue they say:                               – That we believe 

in Allah and the Hereafter. 

Dear friends! In this verse (2:8), the Quran, by saying “     ”, has it not painted our 

own picture? After all, there were those who outright rejected the believe in the 

Hereafter. So, there was no question of them paying any attention to the warning 
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about accountability and judgment after death. It was a waste of time to work on 

them. One must remember! This warning was never meant as a threat; it was never 

meant to scare people into believing. 

Another type of people

As I said the Quran describes a category of people who openly declare that we do not 

believe it. They make fun of life after death; of the law of requital. This is one 

category of people. The other category is of people who openly and sincerely accept 

the message of the Quran and act according to it. But, still, there is another category 

of people who play a game of double standard with those who want to establish the 

Quranic system of life. Sadly, this is our category. The Quran says about these 

people:                                                                        (2:9) – They deceive Allah and 

those who have attained conviction - but they deceive none but themselves, and 

perceive it not. What the Quran has said about people like us? It has said that we 

deceive: not Allah; not those who have attained conviction; but ourselves.           

  (4:113) – yet none but themselves do they lead astray. He that says that 

arsenic does not kill, is deceiving himself; and if he goes ahead and takes it himself 

then kills no one but himself. Who that believes in traffic rules knows that he will be 

held accountable by the police if he does not follow these rules. This is called belief in 

the hereafter. But the Quresh did not believe in the Hereafter; in the accountability 

after death; or in the law of requital. So, what could prevent them from doing crimes 

against humanity if this was their attitude? The representative of the Quresh left the 

Prophet (PBUH) mocking and huffing and puffing with arrogance. The Quresh felt 

that nothing could shake them. But the Quran says that they will soon see the results 

of their actions. They are not something to be postponed until the Day of Judgment. 

And so it happened:                (74:26) – And soon the Day of accountability was there 

in front of them. 

The Quresh could not have imagined this doom and destruction. For centuries they 

were leading a lawless tribal life without any organized government, without any 

formal state or military. They were fiercely protective of their life style and enjoyed 

their elite powerful status in all of Arabia. It was common place for caravans to be 

looted those days but no one could dare to look at their caravans with bad eyes. The 

Quran puts it like this:                    (106:2) – their caravans were secure in their 

winter and summer journeys, i.e., all year round. They were the custodians of the 

Kaba. By race and tribe they enjoyed such superior status that no one could challenge 

.
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them. They were at the top of that society in terms of dignity and power. No one could 

rival them in commerce and business. They had never seen any bad days in their 

entire history. So, to tell them that you will go to Hell after you die could not prevent 

them from leading their life of arrogance and exploitation; could not prevent them 

from committing crimes against humanity. They did not believe in accountability in 

the Hereafter; in fact, they used to make fun of it. But soon that “ ” came. It was not َسَقَر

an empty threat. It was the grip of the law of requital. 

The importance of the law of requital

My dear friends! The Quran has placed the foundation of Iman on the law of requital. 

The revelation and the chain of messengers and books from Allah – all these are 

meant in the final analysis for this law. What this chain of revelations that Archangel 

Gabriel brought to the messengers was for?  This was really to tell that such and such 

actions will produce such and such results. If we claim to believe in all of the above 

and not in the law of requital then every belief becomes null and void. Without the 

belief in the law of requital it is meaningless to believe in Allah, in His Books, in 

revelation, in messengers, in angels, or in the Hereafter. If one has conviction that 

criminal action will never go unrecorded and unpunished, then a sane person will 

never do a crime; and a society composed of such individuals will be crime-free. This 

was the case during the period of Abu Bakr (R) as I mentioned a moment ago. 

No need of police, criminal courts, or jails

My dear friends! If a nation believes and has full conviction in the law of requital then 

there would be no need for police, or courts, or jails. There would be no need to have 

these as no one would commit any crime due to deep conviction in the law of requital. 

But, we, on the other hand, say with our tongue that we believe in it and in the 

Hereafter; but, in reality, we don’t:                  (2:8) – They do not have conviction 

although with their tongue they say:                               – That we believe in the 

Allah and the Hereafter. And:                                                                 (2:9) – They 

deceive Allah and those who have attained conviction - but they deceive none but 

themselves, and perceive it not. The Quran says about the hypocrites:                  . 

      (3:167) – uttering with their mouths something which was not in their 

hearts. Those who do not believe in “ ” whether openly like the Quresh or people َسَقَر

like us who say with our tongues that we believe but not in the heart, it does not 

matter. This is the reason we do not desist from bad actions although there is no 
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dearth of those who scare us with sermons about the Hell of the Hereafter. But those 

sermonizing do not see the hell in which they live presently:

You are talking about the hell, the heaven, and the scale of the after here

How sad! That you do not see the hell in which you presently live just here

The image of “                ” in Mecca  

What was the hell that the Quresh and their representative, in fact their entire nation, 

was told that soon they will see as a result of their wrong actions:              (74:26). 

This is extremely important what has been said here: The Quresh did see what they 

used to deny in their hubris; used to condemn it as a lie; used to dismiss it as a joke 

with contempt. But, here, they were standing before the Prophet (PBUH) in fetters 

and chains. Quresh’s hubris was legendary and has come in our lectures several times 

before. The height of that hubris is illustrated by Abu Jahal’s wish in the battle of 

Badr: to cut-off his neck from below because it will be higher than the rest during the 

procession afterwards. This was the extent of the hubris of the leaders of the Quresh!

Prisoners in chains reflecting pride

My dear friends! The Prophet (PBUH) was the same person that these same Quresh 

had driven him and his companions out of Mecca. These same Quresh wanted to kill 

him and his companions so much so that the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions 

had no choice but to seek refuge in Medina. But what happened soon thereafter? 

These same Quresh were standing in front of the Prophet (PBUH) in fetters and 

chains and were waiting for his judgment; waiting for the punishment they would 

receive from him. But the Quresh reflected their pride even under this situation. They 

did not beg for pardon. They trusted the virtuous character of the Prophet (PBUH). 

When he asked them what should be done to them, they said: “Do unto us what a 

noble brother does with rest of his brothers.” 

The high moral character of the Prophet (PBUH)

My dear friends! How much they trusted the nobility of this brother! And the nobility 

did come through when he announced:                        (12:92) – “No reproach shall 

be uttered today against you.” They are asking for nobility from their brother? “Open 

their fetters.” Contrast this with the behavior of their representative who, in full 

hubris just recently, had mocked and made fun of the Prophet’s message and walked 
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away making bad gesture at him. Then the Prophet had told:                (74:26) – soon 

you will see the doom and destruction of your wealth and power and your arrogance 

and elitism would soon disappear. The blazing fire will burn all these and turn them 

into ash.                     (74:27) – And do you know what this burning fire is and what it 

does? We translated  as “fire” which will happen after death in Hell. But listen:    سَقَر

    (74:28) – It does not spare anything and turns everything into a heap of ash. 

The last chapters of the Quran contain extremely concentrated meanings 

My dear friends! What to say of the Quran! The entire Quran is a miracle. But in the 

last chapters this miracle has reached unprecedented levels in putting an ocean of 

meaning in just few words. Here it says what is  (74:27)? The answer:            ُقَر سَ

(74:28) – This is such that it does not spare anyone. It engulfs everyone within itself. 

It will burn everything: All their hubris, all their wealth, all their power, all their 

elitism, etc. Nothing will remain beyond its grips. This did come to the Quresh soon. 

There was nothing left of their racial superiority.

The Prophet’s last sermon

In the last sermon the Prophet (PBUH) is reported to have said that there is no 

distinction between human beings based on color (black or white) or race (Arab or 

non-Arab) or any other physical attributes except the distinction based on Taqwa. 

“All these distinctions based on birth and physical attributes are under my feet. What 

a great achievement! The Quranic revolution did not spare anything out from its 

reach”, the Prophet (PBUH) said. How arrogant and haughty these Quresh were? It 

was  that burnt everything in its wake. These Arabs knew very well what this  ُسَقَر سَقَرُ

meant? It means “to melt something as hard as a metal.” How?             (74:29) – It 

disfigures to the extent that a person cannot be recognized anymore. Everything gets 

overturned.                    (74:30) – This one is just one destruction. There are scores of 

others (this one and nineteen more). The question is: Who has brought these 

destructions? The Quran gives the answer (74:31): 

All these destructions are brought about by Our designated forces. As far as their 

number is concerned, this is mentioned just as a parable. People who do not believe 

 .
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the Quran take these parables as reality, attach literal meanings to the eschatological 

descriptions, raise objections and become confused. But those who comprehend the 

Quran in depth can understand the real intent of these parables and their conviction 

would be further strengthened (3:7). Even the member of the believers (Momineen) 

whose knowledge is not so extensive will consolidate their faith. The fact of the 

matter is that such parables do not create any doubt or anxiety in the minds of people 

who have a deeper knowledge of the Quran, or those who are still in the initial stages 

of Iman. However, those who are perplexed or openly claim that the Quran is not 

divine writ, without hesitation raise objections about what Allah Almighty actually 

means by such parables (2:26). Accordingly, a person who develops a distorted 

vision and with his deeds adopts the wrong course, then in conformance with the law 

of requital he will never see the right path. However, the one who wants to go on the 

right course will receive guidance for it. The fact is that only Allah has the knowledge 

of how the divine forces work in the Universe and how these forces actively fulfill 

His destined program. These matters have been explained allegorically so that 

people can ponder over them; and so that the divine laws do not go out of their sight. 

(74:31)

My dear friends! The Quran’s law of requital is real and it operates incessantly on 

every individual and on every nation. But these people believe that this law is not real 

and that the warning given about the oncoming revolution is only an empty threat. 

This is not so. The revolution is a reality which is bound to occur. Tell them to look at 

the discipline and order with which the entire system of the Universe functions 

according to the divine law. Then reflect: Is it difficult for the Almighty, whose 

limitless forces are doing such wondrous work, to bring about such a revolution? Just 

look at the moon?          (74:32) – Its appearance at the proper time and its passage 

through  the  various  stages.  Look  at  the  alternation  of  day  and  night?                

(74:33) – When the darkness of the night turns into the gleam of dawn.              

(74:34) – And look at the appearance of morning with full brilliance. All these 

changes are living proof of the workings of the divine law of nature. We will continue 

with these verses further in the next lecture as something more in depth is coming 

next that will require detailed explanation.

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what 

.

.

we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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