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Surah Al-Naba ( ) – Durus-al-Qur'an Parah 30: Chapter 3النباء

By G. A. Parwez

(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends! Today is June 1, 1984 and today's lecture starts with verse 23 of 

Surah Al-Naba ( النباء.(78:23) (

Nature of Hell 

After discussing the confrontation between Truth (Haq ) and Falsehood (Baatil حق

) I explained in several of my past lectures about what actually the Quran says of باطل

the nature of Hell. It says that Hell always pursues and waylays its victims – us 

humans. In fact, it has us surrounded from all sides today; it sees us that we are 

burning in this Hell. One day it will appear in front of us and we will see it but it is 

watching us today while we are engulfed in its punishment. I have mentioned this 

again and again that we have to believe in the Hell and Heaven of the Hereafter. But 

we cannot understand its essence and reality, here, in this world. We will find that out 

when we get there. But the Hell and Heaven start right from here, in this world. As for 

Heaven, unfortunately, our eyes never had any glimpse of it. But, want about Hell? 

Well! We are living in it – each and every one of us – although we seem to be unaware 

of it. The Quran says:                (78:22) – For the transgressors a place of destination. 

         (78:23) – They will dwell therein for ages [Yusuf Ali]. How long? – My 

dear friends! The sense of time and its duration will be qualitatively different in the 

Hereafter than the time and duration that happens at the conscious level here, in this 

world. If we get into deeper aspects of time and the related philosophy behind it then 

its terrain will become quite complex and will take us into the realm of metaphysics. 

But this is not necessary because the Quran has presented hell and heaven; judgment 

and punishment; accountability and balance etc. of the Hereafter – in a metaphorical 
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way. Therefore, we cannot know their essence and reality here. 

The reality of time and duration  

The question of exactly how long people will live in Heaven or Hell cannot be 

answered because our perception of time changes when our state of consciousness 

changes even in this world, what to say of its change after death. We keep track of 

serial time when we are awake and we have a sense of its duration. We know the time 

when Sun sets and when it rises on this serial scale. But when we wake up after sleep 

we do not know how much time elapsed during sleep because our conscious mind is 

switched off during sleep and it only comes back when we wake up. We are 

conscious of time only when our conscious mind is on; and when it is off we lose all 

contact with time. I have given this only as an example to illustrate the point that the 

issue of time is very broad and deep. But there is no need to get into this debate. The 

Quran has used the word “ ” (Ahqaaba) in verse (78:23) which means a time أَحْقَابًا

whose duration is not determined. In the Quran, “ ” (Khaalidina fihaa خَالِدِینَ فِیـھَا أَبَدًا

Abadaa) comes again and again, which means “forever” in relation to both Hell as 

well as Heaven. As a matter of fact, at one place on this issue the Quran says:       

         (11:107) – therein to abide as long as the 

heavens and the earth endure – unless thy Sustainer wills it otherwise [Asad]. These 

are some realties and when knowledge advances further it maybe that these realties 

could be understood about what the Quran is saying here. In any case, these will get 

manifested after death since the cover will be lifted from their face. But, as I said 

before, there is no need to get into this discussion as this is unrelated to our practical 

life here. We have to believe in these realities as described by the Quran: that there is 

life after death; and that the results of all our actions performed in this world will 

appear in the Hereafter. We have to believe that we would be held accountable for all 

our actions in the world. The foundation of Islam (Deen) rests on the law of requital 

which works incessantly all the time here and will continue to work in the Hereafter. 
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Therefore, there is no need for us to get into debate about the length of this period 

mentioned in verse (78:23).

State of Muslims 

Our pathological condition has become such that we engage in debates about the 

number cups in heaven, and the length and breadth of the fountain of abundance 

( ) of the Hereafter; but we do not see the current hell we are living in. If only حوض کوثر

we could see this hell then we would realize that all of us are living a life of hell about 

which the Quran says that its flames engulf the hearts; and whose fuel – in the words 

of Iqbal (1877-1938) – humans bring themselves to the Hell. These are humans' own 

triggered flames burning in their hearts: flames of greed and envy; flames of 

suspicion; flames of race and competition. Have you ever thought how some people, 

who have it all, still want more because the flame of jealousy is burning in their 

hearts? So, they become flames of hell. We find it here, in this world itself, how this 

flame does not let them rest in peace. And, in return, this triggers different kinds of 

flames of suspicions. How serious are these flames of suspicions? Well! Its 

seriousness can be judged from the fact that the Quran in its last chapters goes so far 

as to warn humans directly and succinctly to beware of those who are engaged in 

spreading these flames; and it advises people to ask for shelter – and then the Quran 

ends.

But ask for shelter from whom? The entire society is engulfed in hell. And the 

security guard of hell is named Master for whom all these people are slaves. And the 

condition inside the hell is such that:                                                    (78:24-25) – 

Neither coolness shall they taste therein nor any (thirst-quenching) drink – only 

burning despair and ice-cold darkness [Asad].

The Nature of Hell

My dear friends! If we apply the above scenario to our current hellish society then we 

can easily see how the flames of hell have engulfed our hearts. We have come now to 
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the last parts of the Quran. In chapter Al-Muzammil we saw how the Quran in 

describing the fate of transgressors mentioned that they will be given: وَطَعَامًا ذَا غُصَّةٍ  

(78:13) – food that chokes. Think about what their condition would be! What kind of 

food is this that chokes? And they are told:                                (44:49) – Taste it - 

thou who (on earth) hast considered thyself so mighty, so noble! Now eat this food 

that chokes. You were posing as magnanimous and powerful in society; pretending to 

be a respected leader; and a great benefactor of society – but the wealth you had 

acquired by wrong means – now get a taste of this, which you could neither swallow 

nor throw up. These types of wealthy people seem outwardly to be living in great 

comfort but if one peeks into their hearts one finds that their hearts are engulfed in 

flames of greed, envy, suspicion, and anxiety. This is reflected by their body 

language as well. You see all these big elites sitting on enormous piles of wealth 

which they acquired by illicit means. They look like they are having good time sitting 

on these piles of wealth but these are really flames of hell that they are engulfed in.  

My dear friends! The hungry suffer from lack of food. Their pain is physical. But 

these elite and wealthy groups suffer because their hearts are burning with flames of 

hell. You see corruption, black-marketeering, smuggling, nepotism, cronyism 

everywhere – speaking in modern terms. And these are not the only illicit things. The 

whole environment has become so toxic that taking a breath of fresh air has become 

difficult. Don't ask what kinds of secret schemes these elites come up with to hide 

their ill-gotten wealth. They keep running from place to place carrying their wealth 

and in the words of the Quran “death seems to come but does not come.” There is 

neither life nor death in their hellish life. To hide their wealth they suffer even more 

heartache constantly. Please take a careful look at how the illicit means of accruing 

sustenance have spread like wildfire. If you have even a slight awareness of it then 

you can feel that every kind of sustenance is becoming fuel for this fire and making it 

uncontrollable. The Quran has explained this at the individual level. But, it takes 

altogether a different character at the collective level. 
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Manifestation of Quranic realities with time 

My dear friends! When I pondered on this issue in the light of the Quran I found out 

that its claim that its realities will manifest themselves in every period is based on 

truth. There are many terminologies of the Quran whose meanings have 

manifested only in our period. They were not manifested before maybe because we 

couldn't have understood them. There is an extraordinary verse in the Quran:        

    (88:6-7) – No food for them save the 

bitterness of dry thorns, which gives no strength and neither stills hunger [Asad]. 

The Quran has used the word “ ” (Daree'a) for their sustenance. Look at the ٍیع ضَرِ

meaning of this very comprehensive word “ ” (Daree'a) and connect it with ٍیع ضَرِ

the political situations of nations today, and you will exactly understand how 

beautifully the Quran depicts the prevailing human condition in this just one word! 

Let us take this scenario: You are standing on a beach. What do you see there? – 

Useless junk and thorny objects like prickly dry branches of thorny bushes. These 

things float on the surface of the ocean and are dumped away at the beach by 

powerful waves. (When I used to go the beach in Karachi I used to see even little 

pieces of coal. Beggars and poor children used to roam around the beach and used to 

collect these things.) Among these things are thorny dry branches which even the 

animals don't eat. The Arabs used to call them “ ” (Daree'a). Now, look at this ٍضَرِیع

picture: the huge ocean containing unlimited treasure and sustenance has discarded 

useless junk from its surface and dumped them at its shore. And poor and deprived 

children collect these discarded useless junk referred to as “ ” (Daree'a) in ٍیع رِ ضَ

Arabic. Why I am emphasizing this point so much will become clear soon. With time 

these Quranic realities have manifested, and can be understood now. 

The “favor” of developed nations on undeveloped nations

My dear friends! Developed nations today give aid to undeveloped nations. What is 

this aid? This is exactly what the Quran calls “ ” (Daree'a) – the stuff discarded ٍضَرِیع
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by the waves of their economic ocean. And, we, standing on the shore pick our 

sustenance from their discarded junks. This is hell my friends! They never give their 

good stuff – whether military equipment or other items. They throw their crumbs and 

bones and we are only too eager to pick them. This is “ ” (Daree'a).ٍضَرِیع

What to say of this word “ ” (Daree'a) and what to say of the Quran for using it in ٍضَرِیع

this context! Only in today's political environment did its meaning become 

uncovered as to what the Quran has said here. The nations which are called “Third 

World Countries” are made dependent and destitute; and their resources are 

plundered and looted while the leftover crumbs that are thrown at them – while 

humiliating enough in themselves – do not even satisfy their hunger, let alone 

provide strength:                             (88:7) – which gives no strength and neither stills 

hunger. That is how these superpowers give aid to poor nations – while all the while 

sucking their blood. In essence they become masters while these poor nations 

become their slaves. The master nations determine their national policies – nothing 

remains their own in their own countries. Their life, their sustenance, and their 

resources – all of these are actually in the hands of the imperial superpowers. What is 

left for them are leftovers, throwaways, and adulterated stuffs. Even the food does 

not remain what the label says. Fakery becomes common and reality disappears into 

thin air from the society. Religion presents itself in the garb of Deen ( ) which is دین

nowhere to be found. Children have no idea of the real thing because they have not 

seen it. Even the medicines are largely impure as pure ingredients are not available. Is 

it not then the hell in which we are living?

Is it not Hell?

My dear friends! We hear about foreign medicines all the time that such and such 

medicine is bad after it has been in use for a many years. Drug companies fight each 

other for market share. Their bottom line is profit. Many times they put up warning 

labels after thousands die. “ ” (Daree'a) also emanates like this. Is there any ٍیع رِ ضَ
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doubt about this being Hell? The Quran says:                              (88:7) – which gives 

no strength and neither stills hunger. You go and look at the faces of children after 

they come out of schools. What kinds of faces do you see? You see weak and skinny 

faces as if they do not have enough blood in them. This is –            (88:7). Did you see 

what kind of Hell we are living in? In fact, the whole world is living in this Hell. The 

Masters of Hell, the imperial powers, are in charge of this Hell. And, the rest of the 

nations feel helpless. They are given nothing:                 (78:25) – Save a boiling 

fluid and a fluid, dark, murky, intensely cold. The Quranic metaphors are so unique 

and so to the point. They get water alright but it is either too hot or it is too cold. We 

know that water is essential for farming but if it is too hot or too cold then the plants 

die. It is essential that water temperature be within normal range for it to be life-

giving. But this is possible only when water is available. These days even water is 

becoming scarce. Is there any doubt that they are in Hell? 

So, whether rich who are sitting on piles of wealth or poor barely surviving on 

leftover crumbs – all are living in hell: Rich because of the flames of their greed and 

envy; poor because of the flames of their hunger and misery. 

Also, one might think that humans will be driven like livestock and given nothing:  

       (78:25) – Save a boiling fluid and a fluid, dark, murky, intensely cold. To إ

dispel this notion the Quran immediately said:             (78:26) – A fitting recompense 

(for them) [Yusuf Ali]. This will be the result of their actions.   (Wifaaq) means ًوِفَاق

something that fits exactly. So, the state they are in is the precise result of their own 

actions. And:                            (78:27) – For that they used not to fear any account 

(for their deeds). They used to think in their hubris: who is there to question us; that 

who is there to hold us accountable?  Well, only in a wrong (Baatil ) system these باطل

megalomaniacs engage in this kinds of behavior and remain under the false 

impression that no one is there to hold them accountable. 

Humans imprisoned in their own falsehood

My dear friends! Those who possessed lot of wealth and engaged in falsehood 
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(Baatil ) remained under the false impression that no one could touch them: باطل

        (78:28) – They called Our revelations false with strong denial. When 

they were told that oppressors will pay for their crime one day, they used to mock at 

the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions: You say that oppressors won't be 

successful but we are highly successful and we are accountable to none. This was 

their behavior. The root of all the evil is the human mindset that no one can hold them 

accountable. The Prophet (PBUH) used to tell them: Even if no one is watching, there 

is One who is; if there is no one who can hold you accountable, there is One who will. 

Belief in this one supreme Authority is the source of all virtue: The belief – even if 

there are no external observers to keep a watchful eye on me – that my actions, my 

thinking, even my desires produce results; and that these results are stored within me 

and will come out one day at appropriate time. Those who have blood cancer look 

fine for a long time and when they feel the symptoms the disease becomes essentially 

incurable. Similarly, the results of human actions remain within them for a long time 

and it is wrong to think that “law of requital” does not work; it is wrong to think that 

there is no one who will hold us accountable. Those who lead very comfortable lives 

in the world when asked what will happen to them after death, they give the usual 

reply: that there is nothing to worry; that all this warning about accountability is only 

to instill fear; that we have made sure of our success in the hereafter by building an 

orphanage here and a mosque there, and by giving to charities. This way they believe 

a house will be built for them in heaven; no matter their wealth may have been earned 

by sucking the blood of others. These are the people who do not believe in the “law of 

requital” – that every action produces its consequence. 

Getting to heaven is not so cheap

These people live in self-deception. They live in God-deception also. They think that 

they will live a comfortable and good life in the Hereafter just as they are doing it 

here, in this world. Listen to any preacher's sermon. He tells that rich people who give 
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their wealth for charitable causes – for building a mosque or an orphanage or a 

madrasah – it will get multiplied manifolds in the Hereafter; and that a house will be 

ready for them when they get there. But this is all self-deception, and in the words of 

Iqbal (1877-1938) God-deception as well. The bottom line of their belief is that we 

will not be held accountable. Although the reality is:                           (78:29) – but 

We have placed on record every single thing (of what they did) [Asad]. So, how can 

they get away with what they did to pile all those wealth in the world? Where could 

they run? They will be told there:                                  (44:49) – Taste it - thou who 

(on earth) hast considered thyself so mighty, so noble! And:                    .                             

(78:30) – And so We shall say: "Taste, then, (the fruit of your evil doings) for now We 

shall bestow on you nothing but more and more suffering!"[Asad]. In contrast to 

them the Quran says:                     (78:31) – But, verily for the God-conscious there 

is supreme fulfilment in store. [Asad]

Meaning of salvation

My dear friends! Although we have discussed this issue in detail before but since we 

are coming to end of the Quran I want to explain this issue one more time (probably 

the last time) in such a lucid manner that it gets engraved in your hearts and minds.  

The wrong concept which all the religions of the world had about salvation – the 

Quran struck it in just one word by presenting its reality. In all religions, salvation 

means to get rid of all kinds of individual suffering by penance, prayer, rituals, 

sacrifices, spiritual practices, etc. It is akin to being sick and getting cured and 

becoming healthy as before – that is, it is to return to the original state! This is called 

salvation. This is the aim of all religions. 

The question is: all these tough rituals, practices, and sacrifices – what are these for? 

Every religion has this concept that initially man is good; then he suffers punishment. 

And salvation from this punishment and suffering is achieved by prayers, by 

sacrifices, by giving charity, etc. This is the ultimate goal of religion. That is, nothing 
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positive was achieved but one became what one was before after all these religious 

activities. All the religions of the world believe in this. The Hindu belief in 

transmigration is to ultimately achieve salvation after going through millions of 

excruciating transmigration cycles. The Christian belief in the original sin is similar. 

Christians believe that every human child on his birth is born with the burden of the 

original sin and that this cannot be erased by any act except belief in the atonement of 

Jesus. The only way the child may be relieved of this sin and achieve salvation is by 

believing in the crucifixion and atonement of Jesus as a matter of faith. Again, the 

ultimate goal is to become as you were. The Jews, first of all, believe that heaven is 

reserved only for them; and that no one else can go to heaven except them. They 

believe that their elders committed some sin during Sabbath and therefore children of 

Israel will go to hell for few days. But their elders will come to their defense and 

plead to God and He will allow them to carry the children of Israel with them to 

heaven.  Again, the idea is: you will become as you were.  

My dear friends! Strangely enough Muslims also believe in salvation! Here is how. 

Accounting will happen and they will be thrown in hell. Regarding hell they have 

strange belief as if it is a sanatorium – where a sick person is sent to recover from 

illness and after the illness is cured he becomes healthy as he was before. This is the 

concept of Muslim salvation. Some say hell is like a cleaner's furnace where dirt from 

the clothes is washed away, and the clothes become clean and shining as before. So, 

all these different excruciating stages for achieving salvation in different religions is, 

in principle, the same – to become as one was before. Mystics came and claimed that 

the priests do not know how to achieve salvation. Hindu mystics follow Vedanta and 

it says that man's soul is part of God's soul. After separation it got trapped in in the 

world and is crying to rejoin with God. All the mystical exercises are done so that the 

original soul that is trapped in man is able to rejoin with God. Again, the same 

ultimate goal: to become as it was before.
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Mystical practices and their result

My dear friends! Mystical practices are even more difficult than religious ones. As it 

is, fasting in the month of Ramadan in summer is difficult enough due to longer 

summer days. But praying Taraweeh until late at night and waking early for suhoor – 

going through all these is not easy. Why to do all these? – To become as you were 

before after all your sins are forgiven, so that the human soul having separated from 

God's soul is able to go back to its original source. And, what about all these things – 

the order and system of the Universe; the foundation and machinery of life; sending 

down of revelation; guidance of messengers; obedience of Divine laws; life, death, 

and accounting? Are these just for the purpose to somehow become as before?!

What do you think of all this? What kind of concept of God do you get from this? – 

That all this enormous work and giant machinery of the Universe is just so one 

becomes as one was before?!Why didn't God then let man be like before without 

going through all these troubles? Why did God go through all this work anyway? 

Why did God give disease? – That physicians could practice medicine and cure 

people and make money? Is God a Physician that He could practice medicine (of the 

soul) and cure the sick soul to how it was before? – Alright! You have been cured, 

next one please? What has happened to us? Are we tirelessly engaged in constant 

effort to achieve nothing in end? How tasteful that must be?! Ghalib has put it 

beautifully:

This throng of despair would, in dust, disappear;

What great this taste is, in aimless strivings, there!

Human beings derive great pleasure in these aimless strivings and useless concepts. 

And, according to our religious and spiritual guides the aim is to become as one was 

before – and Allah's system; Allah's Deen; His Islam; His revelations; and His 

messengers – all of these are to achieve this aimless goal?! 

My dear friends! The Quran declared all these concepts that were coming down 
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through the ages as false (Baatil ). In Islam there is no concept of salvation. In باطل

Islam there is achievement ( ); there is accomplishment; there is realization of مَفَازًا

human potential – to greater and greater levels. It is not to get rid of some misfortune 

but to achieve something positive. 

Wholeness of humanity – man's place is higher than every place

Completeness of humanity – this is to continue on life's evolutionary path, stage by 

stage, where every stage gets higher and higher; where life continues to rise on the 

universal development and nourishment index. This is  (Mafaazan) or ا ازً فَ مَ

achievement, although  (Mafaazan) is a much more comprehensive term – it is to مَفَازًا

reach the ultimate pinnacle of humanity. This is not to become “as you were before”. 

The entire spectrum of life; its different stages; its actions in harmony with divine 

code of life; sending down of revelation – all these are meant to develop and realize 

the latent potentials within humans and to channel their energy step by step to higher 

and higher levels in this world; and, since life is a continuous flowing eternal stream, 

to continue this development process to the next stage of human life in the Hereafter. 

This is the meaning of life according to the Quran.

My dear friends! You can see from this how the Quran put an end to this hugely false 

(Baatil ) concept of “as-you-were” and gave a positive meaningful goal of life باطل

“to achieve life's potential, to achieve fullness of its very being” – starting from here, 

and continuing to the Hereafter:                              – luxuriant gardens and 

vineyards, and splendid companions well matched (78:32-33). What these exactly 

will be in the Hereafter we cannot say? The Quran only describes them as examples 

or metaphors as we have emphasized many times before. But, all these nutritious 

things mentioned above, are essential for good of the health in this life; and obviously 

if these are available to a nation then it is better than a nation which gets only that 

which the Quran has called “ ” (Daree'a). But even if all this abundance is ٍضَرِیـع

available –what they are used for is another question. The answer is coming next.
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Humankind's goal is to remove roadblocks in its way 

My dear friends! We had seen in the last lecture that the meaning of  (Satan) is: شیطان

“The Hinderer”. To remove roadblocks from the path of Truth (Haq ) so that the حق

caravan of humanity could reach its destination – this is the goal of (Deen). The دین 

reason believers ( )  are able to develop their latent human potential is precisely مومنین

through this struggle of removing these roadblocks and freeing human beings from 

all kinds of bondage and oppression that they suffer in the world at the hands of 

hinderers in the path of humanity. The believers ( ), i.e., those who rise up in the مومنین

way of Allah are supposed to remove the roadblocks erected in the way of 

downtrodden, oppressed, and weak people of the world, so that they are able to move 

forward their caravan of life on the highway of life without any hindrance. This is the 

goal of   (Deen). The heavenly life will then be available to them in this world دین 

itself:                              – luxuriant gardens and vineyards, and splendid 

companions well matched (78:32-33).

The meaning of                   (Wa Kawa'iba Atraabaa)

My dear friends! If one looks into the traditional translations and interpretations of 

this verse “And young full-breasted (mature) maidens of equal age [Al-Hilali & 

Khan]” then it seems that these translators and interpreters are obsessed with women 

and their sexual role – although  (Kawa'ib) which is derived from Ka'b ( كَوَاعِبَ ( کعب

means "prominence", "eminence" or "glory" (Lisan al-Arab). So, this one word 

 (Kawa'ib) means all these things – glorious and well respected honorable َكَوَاعِب

eminent women. And whatever noise we hear regarding women's rights issues these 

days, the Quran solves these issues in just one word  (Atraaban). We can explain أَتْرَابًا

this with an example: A potter makes different kinds of objects from the same lump of 

clay. Their shapes may be different but they are made out of the same clay. Similarly, 

from the same clay (  Atraaban) both man and woman are made. So, if you think أَتْرَابًا

about it – is there any doubt about the essential equality of man and woman even 
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though their forms are different? Aren't all the basic women's rights and related 

issues that have plagued humanity are to put to rest by the Quran in a single word “ 

 Atraaban”. Looking from another angle the Quran solves all of the afflictions of أَتْرَابًا

intra-women problems as well – like mutual envy and jealousy, rivalry, mistrust etc. 

– by saying that since all women are made from the same clay (  Atraaban) then أَتْرَابًا

all of these problems are, in fact, artificial. So, women should not think of other 

women as being of lesser value. If they do, then this makes them and, consequently, 

the clay (  Atraaban), of lesser as well. If women respect the clay, then they أَتْرَابًا

respect womanhood as a whole: “Whatever you think of the clay that is what your 

position will become.”  What to say of the Quran my friends! In just this simple 

example the Quran has solved a very complex problem facing the humanity or ages. 

That is why the Quran is a challenge to all man-made distinctions that separate 

humankind from one another. Take for example just this verse: (78:33)           .          

(Wa Kawa'iba Atraabaa). It is impossible to translate this verse. 

My dear friends! The next verse is:               (78:34) – And a full cup [Pickthall].  کاس

means cup but the Arabs were a strange people. The word “ ” (Dihaaq) has certain ًدِھَاق

characteristics: whatever drink is in the cup it must be full and must be pure and clear. 

Sustenance should be available but it must be pure and fulfilling – this is called 

heaven. Maybe it is fulfilling but not pure – then it will not be called “ ” (Dihaaq). ًدِھَاق

Even the word “  ” (Rizq) has the characteristics that it must be available when رزق

needed and must fulfil the requirement. 

“ Different characteristics ofرزق  ” (Rizq)

My dear friends! “  ” (Rizq) means sustenance. But it has the added conditions  رزق

that it must be available when needed and must be satisfying and fulfilling. If      

these conditions are met then only it will be called “  ” (Rizq) in Arabic. The  رزق

Quran requires that this must be available to all:         (78:34). Next it says:        

    (78:35) – There hear they never vain discourse, nor lying 
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[Pickthall]. When humans get intoxicated with wealth then don't ask what kinds of 

vain discourses they indulge in?! But in a society established on the principles of the 

Quran nothing like that happens: man does not get intoxicated with power or wealth; 

he does not belie the Divine code of life – because in this society the sustenance will 

be halal; it will be pure and fulfilling; it will be available when needed; and it will be 

equally open and accessible to all. But the question is: this sustenance, this “ رزق ” 

(Rizq), would be available in exchange for what? Regarding this the Quran says:       .        

.                        (78:36) – (All this will be) a reward (recompense) from thy Sustainer, 

a gift in accordance with (His Own) reckoning [Asad]. “ ” (Hisaaban) means: حِسَابًا

after receiving this recompense there would be no need for anything else. What to say 

of that (heavenly) society when these things prevail! – The sustenance will be halal; it 

will be pure and fulfilling; it will be available when needed; and it will be equally 

open and accessible to all. There is no way it would ever get short of demand or run 

out of supply because this is:                                                                      (78:37) – 

(a reward from) the Sustainer of the heavens and the earth and all that is between 

them, the Most Gracious! (And) none shall have it in their power to raise their voices 

unto Him. He is not just responsible for humankind's sustenance but of the entire 

Universe and everything in it. [Asad]. There is no question of shortage of His 

sustenance to anyone unlike we have in our society on a daily basis. The Quran  says:                                        

.                                        (78:37) – Allah has provided sustenance for whatever is 

within the heavens and the earth ( i.e., in the entire Universe). In this verse the word 

“ ” requires special attention.  بَیْنَھُمَا

The limitless Universe, civilized nations, and the universal system of sustenance  

My dear friends! The Universe is so vast that even the scientists could not fathom the 

reality of deep space until recently. But they are now busy in research; and due to 

their efforts some planets have now come within the reach of humans. Scientists are 

also busy investigating the possibility life elsewhere in space beyond our earth. They 
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have discovered that life did exist on certain planets. But the Quran mentioned this 

more than 1400 years ago. Who knows how many civilizations may have existed 

elsewhere in this Universe. The Quran says that whenever a curtain is lifted by 

human knowledge behind some deep mystery of the Universe it will always validate 

the truth of a certain claim of the Quran made 1400 years ago. You already know the 

meaning of Al-Rahman ( ) and Al-Raheem ( ): Raheem ( ) means one ِالرَّحْمـَن الرَّحِیمِ الرَّحِیمِ

who provides sustenance in a normal progressive manner; and Rahman ( الرَّحْمـَنِ (

means one who provides sustenance in emergency situations, or in an emergent 

manner. And:                        (78:37) – (And) none shall have it in their power to raise 

their voices unto Him. That no one can interfere in it, because He is the absolute 

sovereign; and He is responsible for the sustenance of everything. There is in this 

verse (78:37) some important point to ponder. 

مَلآئِكَةُ ) The reality of coming down on Earth of Malaaikaالرُّوحُ ) and Al-Ruh ( )

My dear friends! The next verse is:                             (78:38) whose traditional 

translation is “The Day that the Spirit and the angels will stand forth in ranks [Yusuf 

Ali]”. The Quran affirms that this unique period will come one day on earth. 

Malaaika ( ) are the cosmic forces of nature. The word “Al-Ruh” ( ) has ُمَلآئِكَة الـرُّوحُ

been used in the Quran for revelation (Wahi ). In the hellish picture that exists in ٌوَحْي

the falsehood ( ) system of the world today, what is missing? Everything is there ِبَاطِل

today – knowledge, science, and technology. There is so much control over the 

unlimited powers of Malaaika ( ), the forces of nature; but the benefits derived ُمَلآئِكَة

from them are not being used within the guidelines of revelation (Wahi ). Maybe ٌوَحْي

religious and spiritual nations think that they are working under its guidance but they 

do not have control over the forces of nature. The power of revelation (Wahi ) and ٌوَحْي

the power of Malaaika ( ), the forces of nature, are working in separate ways. ُمَلآئِكَة
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Life of West – reason for its hell

My dear friends! The right system is when the forces of nature, the Malaaika  

( ), and the guidance of the revelation, (Wahi ), stand forth in ranks:           ُة كَ لآئِ مَ يٌ حْ وَ

(78:37). Not the one ahead and the other behind, but, together, 

one reinforcing the other. The West has been able to turn the whole world into hell 

because it has conquered the forces of nature alright, but it has used them for the 

benefit of their national interests. The West has turned the world into a slaughter 

house; it has made it a prison; it has turned it into a place of persecution; it has 

destroyed and continues to destroy nations after nations. This has happened because 

they have conquered the material forces of nature, the Malaaika ( ), but they do ُمَلآئِكَة

not have the guidance of the revelation (Wahi ). On the other hand, religion ٌي وَحْ

claims to be working under the guidance of the revelation (Wahi ) but it has ٌي وَحْ

abandoned the material world; it has spread hatred against it; it has encouraged 

indiscretions against it; and has removed itself from it. But there is no way one can fly 

with only one wing. Both the wings – the material forces of nature, i.e., the Malaaika 

( ), and the guidance of the revelation, i.e., (Wahi ) – are both required to ُة مَلآئِكَ وَحْيٌ

work in harmony for humanity's success. When the forces of nature, the Malaaika 

( ), bowed down in front of Adam, the Quran says:                                             . ُمَلآئِكَة

        (2:38) – there shall, none the less, most certainly come unto you 

guidance from Me: and those who follow My guidance need have no fear, and neither 

shall they grieve. Only when the guidance of the revelation, (Wahi ), and the ٌوَحْي

material forces of nature, the Malaaika ( ), work together in unison will the real ُمَلآئِكَة

benefit come to humanity as a whole. This is what the Quran has said in verse (78:38) 

– the period when these two forces (the Malaaika ( ) and the revelation Wahi ُمَلآئِكَة

) work together and stand side-by-side – only that period will produce a heavenly ٌوَحْي

society in the world. 

Relationship of Malaaika ( ) and revelation (Wahi )  ُمَلآئِكَة وَحْيٌ

My dear friends! When Malaaika ( ) and revelation Wahi ) work together ُمَلآئِكَة وَحْيٌ
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and stand side-by-side, only then the human actions will produce the desired results. 

Then:                                                      (78:38) – none will speak but he to whom 

the Most Gracious will have given leave; and (everyone) will say (only) what is right 

[Asad]. That is, no one will be able to interfere during this period. Everything will 

happen according to the Divine law in this period and people will only say that which 

is in accord with this law and most suitable with respect to time and place. These will 

be the people who will establish a society where the guidance of the revelation, (Wahi 

), and the material forces of nature, the Malaaika ( ), will work together for ٌوَحْي مَلآئِكَةُ

the benefit of humanity as a whole:  (78:39) – this will be the period of the ُّذَلِكَ الْیَوْمُ الْحَق

Truth ( ). Did you notice that this period has been called the Day of Ultimate ُّالْحَق

Truth? And the door is open to everyone:                                               (78:39) – That 

will be the Day of Ultimate Truth: whoever wills, then, let him take the path that leads 

towards his Sustainer [Asad]! But:                         (78:40) – Verily, We have warned 

you of suffering near at hand. Please notice here, once again, that this is not about the 

Hereafter because the word “ ” in this verse signifies nearness. These people had قَرِیبًا

been warned about the impending destruction. How nice of Allah that He warns 

beforehand: Do not go near that; otherwise, you will suffer destruction and death? 

And that day will be near “ ”. And the Quran says:                                   (78:40) – قَرِیبًا

on the Day when man shall (clearly) see what his hands have sent ahead [Asad]. 

Action first, result later

My dear friends! Please pay careful attention to this term: “Action first, then the 

result”:                 (78:40) – what his hands have sent ahead. Someone has sent things 

ahead considering he is going to come there after sometime – so that he will have 

these things when he gets there. These will be the results of his own actions, and not 

given to him as baksheesh. What has been sent? If it is evil, then he will suffer 

destruction; if it is good, then he will have life. Whosoever violated or rejected the 

divine laws will suffer the consequences:                             (78:40) – and when he 
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who has denied the truth shall say, "Oh, would that I were mere dust!" [Asad]. He 

would say: “I wish I was a lump of clay; that I didn't have the power of freewill – then 

I wouldn't have to suffer this accounting and questioning now.” What to say of the 

Quran, my friends?!

My dear friends! Those who knew that they will face the consequences of their 

actions one day; those who feared that they will be questioned and held accountable 

for their actions – they should remember the final words of Caliph Umar (581-645) 

when he was martyred. He picked a dry straw and said: I wish instead of Umar I were 

this straw then I wouldn't have to fear for accountability. This is the meaning of ُكُنت 

 (Kuntu Turaabaa) – I wish I was lump of clay. تُرَابًا

My dear friends! This was the last verse of Surah Al-Naba ( ). In the next lecture النباء

we will take up Surah An-Naziat ( ). This is a unique and extraordinary Surah. ِالنَّازِعَات

The Quran outlines in this Surah the purpose of this group (of the Prophet (PBUH) 

and his companions) that was being prepared and trained for the ultimate revolution. 

What are the functions of the Malaaika ( ) and “Al-Ruh” ( )? What is the ُمَلآئِكَة الـرُّوحُ

meaning of Deen? What is the significance of Islam? Why is the party of Islam 

needed? The first verses in this Surah consist of just two words each. But the entire 

system of Islam is contained within these ten words. We will take up these verses in 

the next lecture.

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what 

we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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