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In the lovely garden, spring's magic is in the air;
Birds are singing; what an enthralling atmosphere?
Bring out whatever is hidden in your heart and soul; 
Sublime music, sweet song, deep sigh, and loud call! 

Dear Brothers, Assalaamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullah!
By the Grace of Allah this spring caravan that started gently like the morning 
breeze about two and half years ago, fearlessly passing through dangerous 
terrain and terrifying valleys; avoiding sensational attractions and enchanting 
temptations; undaunted by mighty obstacles; intensely focused; deeply 
passionate to reach its destination like a spinning cosmic galaxy but devoted to 
terrestrial green pasture – has, by now, step-by-step, reached a place where the 
entire atmosphere is echoing with the sounds of the Quranic message, and 
every individual is saying to the caravan leader:

The days are long past that you were alone in the crowd;
There're now many a confidantes of yours, in the crowd!

My dear friends, you have propagated the Quranic message with so much 
enthusiasm and with such a deep passion, that in a short time, its effects are 
being felt in all the corners of the country. The country is buzzing with the 
Quranic echoes.

Birds' chirping has breathed intense spirit in the garden;
Otherwise, every bud was absorbed in its own daydream!

Changing the dates of the convention
Although the intention for changing the dates of the convention was weather, 
but it seems that subconsciously, it was also to align with the changes taking 
place in your world of thoughts and ideas, and with the cosmic forces of 
nature. The arrival of spring is a call to life from every corner of the world: 
seemingly dead trees become alive; dead foliage turns into green pasture; new 
plants sprouting out from rocky barren fields; blooming flowers create 
colorful tapestry all around. It is as if to announce to the whole world: 

         (30:50) – Behold, then, these signs of Allah's grace 
- how He gives life to the earth after it had been lifeless! Just contemplate on 
the effects of Allah's Law of Sustenance, which gives life to earth after it had 
been lying dead. 

Manzil ba Manzil ( منزل(   بہ منزل
Chapter 3: Spring's Message (Payam-e Fasl-e Bahar      ) – بہار فصل پیام

Message to Fellow-Ambassadors  
 (Tulu-e-Islam Convention, November, 1959)
By G. A. Parwez (Translated by: M. Alam)  

Episode No. 1
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Spring rain falling around the tent and swelling the mountains and valleys;
Thousand rapturous melodies arise
Of parrots, francolin, and starling;

All around streams flowing;
Fields full of colorful flowers

Has brought show for the eyes;
Spring rain falling around the tent and swelling the mountains and valleys;

Has brought caravan of flowers and opened the gates of orchards and 
slope!

Has blown the spring breeze;
Has created new sound of birds;
Has torn the collars of flowers;

Has plucked their fresh beauties;
The love has bought the sorrows;

Has brought caravan of flowers and opened the gates of orchards and 
slopes!

Desire for new life
My dear friends, it seems the cosmic laws subconsciously influenced you to 
change the time of the convention and led you to erect your tent in the season of 
spring so that you can say to your Sustainer: Now that we have seen Thou 
creation of new life in the external life, our wish is to know the secret to create 
new life in a dead people.         (2:260) –  Please tell us: “What is the 
process by which new life may be infused into a dead nation?” O our Sustainer, 
show us how to create new life into dead hearts? This is the center of our circle 
of wish for which we have gather here together; and this is the question for 
whose answer we have spread our begging bowl to our Sustainer who has 
proclaimed openly:        (2:186) – when anyone calls upon Me 
to lead him to the right path, My Guidance which is preserved in the Quran, 
answers his call. But to get the reply from His guidance, certain prerequisites 
are required: (1) One needs to have true and sincere desire in one's call; (2) one 
needs to have deep passion and intensity in his wish; and (3) one needs to have 
the mental ability to understand His guidance. When the seeker wants to seek 
answers after having achieved these prerequisites, then this Book welcomes 
him with its open arms. 

The Sunrays are themselves longing with inner desire to launch; 
Otherwise, the reality of the flight of dewdrop is too well known!

Fortunate are those nations, who, along with deriving material benefits from 
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the external universe also search for the welfare of their inner world, the world 
of heart and soul: (13:29) – Those who 
believe and wish to have a heart free of worry, tell them that this can only be 
achieved by keeping Allah's laws constantly in mind. Those who believe in 
Allah in such a manner and act righteously shall have blessings of all kinds and 
shall live a most beautiful and balanced life. 

***
Revolution and martial law
After we met last time, in October 1957, there has been a change in the world 
of thoughts and ideas; but even more important, there has been a change in the 
external world, i.e., in the state of Pakistan. Those who have only a simplistic 
view of the political chessboard may not fully appreciate the real significance 
of this change. But those with ability to go beneath the surface know that 
behind this change is the working of the cosmic forces of nature. These are the 
forces which are normally referred to as the demand of the time. And, the 
demand of the time is saying loud and clear that:

The old game of political craftsmanship is debasing;
The earth is fed up with rule of Sultan and despots;
Capitalism's reign of horror is past; its age is gone; 
The magician has shown his magic show, and gone!

The world knew this but we were sleeping cozily under the blanket woven by 
warp and woof of capitalism and priesthood. If we had continued any further 
then the flood of communism would have landed with its full fury, and would 
have swept all our values and ideologies like straws and hays. But, before this 
flood could land, we pushed aside the political and selfish forces of capitalism 
by the wayside; and started instituting land reform.  
Land reform
As far as land ownership according to the Quran is concerned, there is 
considerable literature available on this issue from Tulu-e-Islam. Therefore, 
there is no need to go into details here. As you know, there is no question of 
individual or collective ownership of land in Islam. The concept that the Quran 
has given about its economic system is this: 

1. The Earth is the source of sustenance for all humankind.
2. It is the duty and responsibility of the Islamic government to provide 

the basic needs of life to all human beings. That is, the Islamic 
government cannot just say that it will try to fulfil this promise but that 
it must deliver on this promise. This duty must be the justificatory 

َّreason for its existence. The Quran openly and clearly proclaims:  َالذِین
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(22:41) – If 
We bestow on them the authority to rule and they do come into power, 
they will establish the order Salah (so that everyone in society follows 
the system of Divine Laws). They will provide means of development 
to each and every one and enforce Laws which are in conformity with 
the Divine Code (the Quran); and forbid people from doing anything 
that is contrary to it. In other words, in every case they will first look for 
the guidance given by Allah's Law; and then after discussion and 
consultation decide their affairs according to the Divine Law.

3. It is clear that Islamic government cannot fulfil this responsibility 
unless the sources of sustenance are within its control.

4. Therefore, according to the Quran, the land and other sources of 
production must necessarily remain under the control of the 
government. But, contrary to this Quran's clear guideline, our Sharia – 
developed by our religious priesthood under the auspices of kings and 
autocratic dictators – says that private ownership of land is allowed 
without any limits; and that the government does not have any right to 
impose any restrictions on private ownership of land, let alone declare 
it illegal. But, it is heartening to note that the report of the land reform 
commission, set up by the martial law government, recognizes that 
there cannot be private ownership of land.

Land reform commission's report
It says that, from the point of view of the landlords, putting any limitation 
on the ownership of land is extraordinary event. They think that doing 
this is equivalent to communism and therefore against Islam. In saying 
this they do not take into account that there are four Islamic countries – 
Egypt, Syria, Iraq, and Turkey – that have placed limitation on land 
ownership. They say that why single out land and not put limitation on 
ownership of other kinds of wealth such as ownership of industries and 
factories. [Report pp.25-26]

Well, my friends, you are not unaware that this kind argument is not the 
product of the mind of the landlord. This has been handed to them by our 
custodians of religion [Maududi, The issue of Land Ownership]. Anyway, this 
was a side issue. The report continues: 

The landlord must always remember that the any ownership of land is 
not absolute. [Page 26]

To clarify this point the report continues regarding “compensation for the 
land”:
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On the issue of the ownership of the land we mentioned that private 
ownership of the land cannot be full and absolute because the 
government has the right of taxation. Theoretically, the government 
could increase the tax so much that there is nothing left for the owner. 
Therefore, if the government does not give anything in return for it 
acquiring the land from the private owner then it cannot be held against 
the basic concept of ownership of the land in light of the above argument. 
[Page 43]

Do you see my friends, how the commission's research conclusion is closer to 
the basic concept of the Quran regarding land ownership. History tells us that 
during the period of Caliph Umar (R) the government acquired land without 
paying any compensation to the owner. Also, anyone who accepted Islam, his 
land automatically went under the control of the government. From this you 
can see that the land reform commission's decision limiting private ownership 
of land is a bold step in the direction of Quran's economic system.   
The size of land area

The limit on the size of land area that has been recommended for private 
ownership by the land reform commission is too large according to 
some, including one of its members. In this regard, the commissioners 
say that we have taken various factors into account in setting this limit, 
not the least being that a drastic reduction might cause undue hardship to 
some. [Page 29]

From this it is clear that the government wants to reach its goal slowly and 
gradually. That is:

It is not that there is any shortage of tears; 
It is just to be kind to the size of the sleeve! 

From this it could be hoped that if the government keeps moving in this 
direction, then, step by step, it will reach the Quran's goal: that not only the 
land but all other sources sustenance eventually must come under the control 
of the Islamic government, which, then, becomes responsible for meeting all 
the basic needs of the people. This is called the system of universal sustenance 
which is the realization of Allah's attribute (within human limitation) of being 
the Sustainer of all the worlds:        (1:1).  And those who carry this out, 
proclaim to the whole world:         (2:138) – We 
have acquired color (harmony) with the Divine Laws. Say: “This is the best 
way and this is the way we have chosen for ourselves.” 
Humanity's salvation and wellbeing
Did you notice, my friends, how Allah's cosmic forces have been taking the 
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world in the right direction. The reality is that the road for humanity's salvation 
and wellbeing cannot be but the one given by the Quran as determined by its 
permanent values. The world can try other roads as best as it could, but, after 
all its failed experiments, it will have to eventually come to the road which the 
Quran has prescribed, and on which the footsteps of that most sublime and 
greatest personality (PBUH) are resplendent like shining stars; and, who, by 
walking on that road, carried the humanity to its destination – humankind's 
ultimate dignity. History bears testimony to the fact that the direction of every 
humanistic revolution that happened in the last 1400 years was in that 
direction; and that every right revolution that will happen in future will also 
point in that same direction that was shown by the Prophet (PBUH): 

Vision's light, mind's stars, mark of aching heart;
Wherever light is, it has come from the same source!

Mullahs and Sufis
But whereas this reality is enormously glad tiding to humanity, that after every 
failed experiment it has always come to the goal as determined by the Quran, it 
is also quite strange and extremely painful to observe that the greatest 
opposition and the biggest hindrance to the Quran has come from our own 
religious establishment. 

What a revolution took hold of a town;
Drunkards are awake; pious ones asleep!

But this is nothing new. The Quran has warned Muslims is clear-cut words: 
  (9:34) – O People 

who believe! A good many of the Sufis and Mullahs devour others' property 
and turn them away from Allah's path. Human history as well as the past 
history of Islam is witness that nonbelievers and agnostics have not been as 
successful in turning people away from Allah's path as much as those who 
claim to invite people to His path but in fact they are the biggest hindrance in 
its way. 
Falsehood in the garb of truth
The reason is obvious. If falsehood comes out in its true color then it will never 
succeed. It is necessary that it should come in the garb of truth in order to 
succeed: A person comes to you and tries to convince you to do something. 
You are convinced; and you promise to do it. But just before leaving he tells 
you that whatever he said was false. Tell me, would you keep the promise you 
made to him? You won't. The only way you will do it if until the end he keeps 
insisting and swearing that whatever he said was true. It is clear from this that 
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for falsehood to succeed it must appear in the garb of truth. This is precisely the 
reason that those who want to prevent you from following the path of Allah 
come to you wearing the garb of facilitating the path of Allah. This is the only 
way they can succeed in their mission of falsehood – to come to you wearing 
the garb of truth. This is the reality which the Quran has pointed out about 
these people's technique in misleading people: 

( 2 : 7 9 )  –  T h e s e  
people practice deception not only on others but also amongst themselves. The 
illiterate ones amongst them do not know what Allah has revealed and refer 
their questions about the Sharia to their religious leaders. The latter frame the 
Laws of the Sharia themselves but tell the former that these Laws are Divine. 
Thus they deceive others just to secure a paltry price for it, not realizing that 
their fabrication of the Sharia and their use of it as a means of livelihood will 
bring about their ruin. 
If they said that the Sharia they have concocted is from their own and is not the 
order of Allah, then no one will be fooled by their deception. The very reason 
their deception succeeds is that they call their own decisions as Allah's order. 
It is difficult for other nations to find out whether what their religious leaders 
say is true or false because they do not have their original divine books with 
them anymore. But our situation is different from them. We have Allah's Book 
exactly in its original form word for word and everyone has access to it. 

It is fortunate that the door of the tavern is still open!
All we have to do is to take everything that is presented in the name of  دین
(Deen) and test it against this Book, and see whether it is really from Allah or 
whether it has been falsely attributed to Him.  

The remedy is that love seeks freedom;
I prostrate before Him and seek wisdom!

Repeal of the current constitution 
My dear friends, the first good thing we saw of the martial law was in terms of 
the land reform. The second important thing was to repeal the constitution 
which was, by and large non-Islamic; but our religious establishment had 
given fatwa that it was Islamic. We very much wanted that, without delay, the 
1956 constitution be changed into Quranic constitution. But our only way was 
to do it through democratic and constitutional means; and all our efforts were 
directed in that direction. We were fully cognizant of the fact that this was a 
very slow process and the time was running fast. Many friends started saying 
to me that with this extremely slow approach how and when we will be able to 
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reach our destination? 
The intention is going to take a long time to have any effect;
But who is going to live that long in order to see any effect?

I used to say to them that I fully realize your impatience but you should keep an 
eye on the value of patience in seeking your passion. But I could sense that this 
did not satisfy them. And thus hopelessness used to set even in those hearts 
who knew that hopelessness is unbelief. Under these conditions martial law 
came and with one stroke of pen declared the constitution null and void. 

Love's one giant leap ended the whole story;
I thought the earth and heavens were limitless!

Construction after destruction 
But this destruction is only one part of the process. And it is obvious that if 
construction does not follow destruction then the change, instead of being 
better, it becomes harmful. This is why the Quran says:

(2:256) – Whoever turns away from the wrong path of    
oppressive forces and comes to the right one has grasped the most trustworthy 
hand-hold which will never break. As Allama Iqbal says:

The destruction of the old opens the door for slow construction;
Illa ( ) did not have any that remain in the abyss of the La (لا )!الا

If you see from this point of view then we are standing at the place we were 
standing in 1947. That is, we have an independent state for which we have to 
create a constitution. The question is: What kind of constitution that should 
be? We, at Tulu-e-Islam tried continuously within our means until 1948, to 
explain to the nation: What was that ideology for whose practical 
implementation this land of Pakistan was acquired; and what is the 
constitution of an Islamic state? Although our effort to propagate the Quranic 
message surpassed our expectation; but the tactics of the status quo and selfish 
sections of our society were more effective in thwarting the practical 
implementation of the Quranic – hence Islamic – constitution in the state. It 
seems, on the Nature's scale of accountability, our destruction was not eternal. 
Therefore, we were given a second chance to redress for our past mistakes. 
Otherwise, it is the law:

That Nature overlooks the sins of individuals;
But it does not forgive the crimes of nations! 

The question of framing a new constitution
But look at bad luck of the country? The moment the question of framing a new 
constitution arose, the same old forces of destruction that were busy for 9 years 
before in their “great Jihad” in making sure that this country's constitution 
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never becomes truly Islamic, raised their ugly heads to make sure, once again, 
that the new constitution does not become Islamic; that it does not reflect 
Quran's permanent values – no matter even if Islam becomes a laughing stock 
in front of the whole world; no matter the Islamic ideology becomes maligned 
in the world and appears as deceptive.     

I want the dome of the proper setting destroyed;
Although, with it, I also fall and get destroyed! 

Now, this debate about what is an “Islamic constitution” is being started anew 
and muddled. New questions are being raised about what are the 
distinguishing features of an Islamic state? Or that: Can an Islamic 
constitution be created in Pakistan, etc.? As I mentioned, I have written in 
detail about these topics in the past 10 years and there is neither need nor the 
time to go into them here. I think at this time it would be enough that I present 
to you briefly the core concepts of an Islamic state. 
The difference between secular and Quranic state
The first question is: what is the difference between a secular state and the 
Quran's divine state? If one wants to go into details then it will be too long and 
too much to cover. But if we want to understand the principled difference 
between them then it could be explained in few words. The goal of a secular 
state is to protect interests of the nation and its people; and to achieve this goal 
any means that can be used are not just considered right but necessary. In other 
words, the principle – if it can be called a principle – is opportunistic 
expediency. It is not hidden from political thinkers that the leader of this 
political philosophy is the famous Italian intellectual Niccolò Machiavelli. He 
is the author the universally famous book, The Prince. The summery of the 
ideology that he advocates in this book is this:
Every tactic that leads to increased power of the state needs to be appreciated; 
and every deception that leads to success is worthy of praise and reverence. 
Justice is another word for power. One who has power has the right to own. 
This is the law of nature. Whether in peace or in war, the most effective 
weapon of the state is power and deception. The best characteristic a ruler must 
possess is cunningness like fox so that he could spread a web of deceit. He 
must display raw force so that he could terrorize wolves. He may not possess 
any virtue but appear to be greatly virtuous. It is okay if a virtue does appear in 
his heart but he should discard it right away without any hesitation and act 
against that virtue when time for any opportunistic expediency arises. 
This is the bible of modern political philosophy about which Lord Grey said 
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that problems of states are not decided based on moral values. 
And Lord Walpole said that a virtuous man cannot save an empire. This is 
because the length that one has to go to save an empire the virtuous person 
cannot go.
This is the politics about which morality is divided into two parts: one set of 
values for private morality and another set for public morality in political 
arena. The difference between the two is described by the famous Italian 
politician Cavour as: If we do in private what we do in public then we will be 
called great devils. 
According to this measure the greatest devil is considered to be the “greatest 
patriot” and the state erects his statue and generations call him heroes. 
This, my dear friends, is the basic concept of secular state. In contrast to this, 
the concept of divine state is that there are certain values of human life that are 
permanent and inviolable. These cannot be altered under any circumstances. 
In secular state the sovereignty belongs to majority; which means their 
representatives can make whichever laws they prefer by a majority vote. But 
in the Quranic state even 100% of the people cannot make any changes in the 
permanent values. The very existence of the Quranic state is to protect and 
preserve the permanent values. And these values are clearly described in the 
Quran. Islamic government is one which declares its goal as the realization of 
these permanent values in real life of its society. The constitution that will 
guarantee and protect these values will be called the Islamic constitution. 
These permanent values specify the boundary lines within which the Islamic 
government can create laws depending on the circumstances of a particular 
time and place. The principles will remain fixed and unchangeable but these 
laws may change. Islamic society is the reflection of this beautiful symbiotic 
combination of permanence and change like a tall tree whose roots are deep 
and firmly fixed in their place and whose branches reach the sky and are free to 
grow whichever way they wish:              (14:24). Or like the 
bird which:

Flies higher in the wide expanse of the skies;
But keeps always focused on its home, its eyes. 

This foundational principle of divine state is like the center of a circle; where if 
one leg of the compass is firmly fixed at the center then the other leg keeps on 
creating perfect bigger and bigger circles by extending itself. If the leg on the 
center wavers even slightly then the circle gets crooked.    To Be Continued....
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