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Surah Al-Muddaththir (33— Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 29: Chapter 20
By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

Dear friends! Today is February 17, 1984 and today’s lecture starts with verse 6 of
Surah Al-Muddaththir (A3)). If you remember we have been talking about a
revolution mentioned in these two Surahs: Al-Muzammil (J%73%1)) and Al-
Muddaththir (534)). This revolution was undergoing for some time and was
entering its final period of conflict and confrontation. For this revolution to get going
a party was needed; thus we discussed the formation of a party and certain key
personality character traits its members must possess. Then, at the start of Surah A4/-
Muddaththir (SX), we presented the meaning of 5510 —: O you who is to bring
new life in humankind’s putrefied fall garden! O you who is to re-form anew the
humankind abode and make it stronger! A (74:2) — Arise! And thus establish the
system of the Truth by overpowering all falsehoods. This a8 was a radical call for
action in order to establish Allah’s exclusive sovereignty in the world: }E:g 5675 (74:3).

~Z
What was }Eﬁéfj ?

Dear friends! All these provisions for the imminent revolution; this conflict and
confrontation; all these were meant to achieve the goal of Islam, the final destination
of al-Deen. But this j“‘“.g " (74:3) turned out to be very easy for our religious
priesthood. To them it became. Glorify your Lord by reciting Allahu Akbar and do
six extra Takbirs in the Eid prayer. The obligation of j{g 57 done! Its goal achieved!
All these extraordinary challenges the Prophet (PBUH) was told to surmount by a
long and hard painstaking process — the religious priesthood made it so easy to
achieve: simply add 6 extra Takbirs in the Eid prayer. Moving along the priesthood
easy path:}"gé éﬁ:;j (74:4) meant “keep your garments clean;” and [, 52315 (74:5)
became “keep away from dirty things.”

Please note that this Surah started with these revolutionary words: (74:1-2) )o.a[: AR

/;,IL@L O You who has been assigned the extraordinary task of creat/mg a new
world-order by streamlining and re-forming the existing human order! qu 3 (74:2)
— Arise! Warn the misguided humanity about the destructive consequences of its
wrong system of life; and establish this revolutionary program of the Truth by
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overpowering all falsehoods. And j:& 7 (74:3) — By this revolutionary program
establish the supremacy and sovereignty of the system of universal sustenance of
Allah over all other systems of life. For this it is essential that: j,g/j; élﬂf.;; (74:4)—Do
not let your personality and character and of those who want to join your movement,
to be influenced by any anti-Quranic elements. Keep this revolutionary program
completely pure and clean. My dear friends! Did you see how the chains of this
revolutionary program perfectly fit into each other? After this the Quran says:

3263285 (74:5) — Take your companions under your wings and educate and train
them so that their personality and character are shaped and transformed in such a way
that they are able to carry out this huge burden with ease and with unswerving
determination and courage; so that they do not waver even slightly under any trying
and challenging circumstances. This indeed was a very tough program for the
Prophet (PBUH) and his companions; but the religious priesthood made it very easy
toachieve.

The very first verse of the Quran —universal sustenance of all humankind

My dear friends! The very first word of the Quran is S C,-U.':J\ a.u WJ\ (1:1). Then
after this is g.J.an % : Universal sustenance for all. The objective of the Quran and the
purpose and goal of its program is the development and nourishment of all
humankind. The first thing in this development process is that no one should be
deprived of the basic needs of life. When you spread this program encompassing all
of humanity then you can very well imagine the enormity of this task. This, in fact, is
an open declaration of war against capitalists. This proclamation of universal
nourishment for all ends the monopoly of those who control the resources, and
through this they control people’s lives. They are representatives of the Pharaoh who
famously said: Ji(j‘ 5 7 B1 (79:24). They use their authority and power to control the
sources of nourishment and thus force the rest humanity to bend before them. This
proclamation of universal nourishment ends their power and authority to control
people. And ;:G 7 (74:3) — this revolutionary program establishes the supremacy
and sovereignty of the system of universal sustenance and overpowers and puts an
end to all other systems of life. The Quran demands denial of all kinds of authority. It
keeps saying ¥ (No) again and again to all kinds of authority including temporal,
religious, and spiritual. It wipes the slate clean of all kinds of power. When the slate
becomes completely clean then it brings in: € %) — Yes, there is one authority (4!)) and
He is the True one, and that is Allah. j.“& 7 thus establishes the supremacy of this
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universal system over all other systems. This requires psychological purification of
hearts and minds. Those involved with this revolutionary program must have
impeccable personality and high moral character. These are the people from whose
hands this revolution will happen.

The Islamic system is not a mechanical thing

My dear friends! What you call Islamic system, Islamic society, or Islamic state; it is
not a mechanical thing; it is not a product of lawmaking. One can make however as
many laws; or follow whatever policy in the name of the law — it is okay.
Amendments or extensions are needed over time but generally there are some
standard laws throughout the world; for example, against lying, stealing, deceiving
etc. But if we look at it little more carefully then we can easily conclude that these
cannot be solved by making laws, but only by transforming people. This is what
Islam does my dear friends! Just think about what is being said to Muslims:
dolaiig ’”&zéjﬁ;j (59:9) — They always give preference to the needs of
others over themselves, even if they themselves are indigent and living a life of
hardship. This is the sign of a true Muslim. What law of the world is there through
which you could achieve this? Is this a matter of law? No, this is a matter of
transforming human psychology; of transforming human personality; of
transforming human character; of transforming hearts and minds. Only through this
transformation this goal can achieved. But one can never achieve this goal —of giving
preference to others and lead a life of hardship and making sure others’ needs are met
over one’s own needs — through laws. No law of the world would be able to achieve
this. This is not a matter of lawmaking. This is a matter of changing humans from
inside.

The Quranic order cannot be established without changing human psychology

Dear friends! The Quran clearly told no change in the condition of a people will
happen unless and until there is change in the individual selves first (13:11). This is
j.:& %5 (74:3) — this revolutionary program establishes the superiority and
sovereignty of the system of universal sustenance and overpowers and puts an end to
all other systems of'life. The first precondition of this was 5.2;; éLft.jj(74:4) —to change
and to purify: human psychology; human personality; human character; and human
hearts and minds; and to not let one’s personality and character and of those who
want to join this movement to be influenced by any non-Quranic corruption —and at
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the same time, to keep this revolutionary program also pure and free of non-Quranic
corruption. This is no doubt such a huge task that the Prophet (PBUH) was
instructed:};’” 43-’?5‘%(74:5) — Purify the personality and character of your companions
in such a way that they are able to carry out this huge burden with ease and with
unswerving determination and courage; and they do not falter even slightly under
any challenge. This is not going to happen by uttering greatness of Allah. This is a
huge revolution to be accomplished. This is to confront the whole world. This is a
challenge to all the existing world systems. This is why the Prophet (PBUH) is being
told to make sure that his companions do not waver. My dear friends! The Quran
summarizes this program in just two words, which, in effect, provide the entire
picture of Islam:}fﬁ:ﬁ C;iﬁ ‘j;(74:6) —O Prophet (PBUH)! Explain to your companions
that this program requires that you must fulfill the needs of others; you must give to
the needy; you must feed the hungry; and you must do all this without expecting any
compensation, without expecting even any thanks.

Thus all this is to be done without expecting anything in return. It is this program that
is to be superimposed on all other systems! O Prophet (PBUH)! You should also
explain to your companions that the basic principle of this mission is to keep the
fruits of your labor open and accessible for the nourishment and development of
others. When you render help to the needy, do not consider it to be a favor to them,
and do not expect something more in return —fﬁ’ﬁ’j C;ZS g (74:6); not even expecting a
thank you — ‘jfﬁ ﬂi;Tj; i{’,.g 3 ;S/ (76:9). This will be done solely to remove human
poverty from the world and to fulfill the basic needs of humanity without any
intention of any form of return. These are the people who will establish the Islamic
state. This is only possible through change from inside — change in thinking; change

inmindset; change in internal self— of individuals involved with this mission.
The meaning of ;ftﬂ" Cﬁjﬂ

Dear friends! There is no law of the world that will produce this change through
lawmaking. This is:}fﬁ’i Cﬁj §. The first important step in this is: ;ﬁ‘& (2:219)—You
should keep the fruits of your labor open and accessible for the nourishment and
development of others beyond your own needs. Working continuously nonstop
giving one’s 100% and keeping only that much of the fruits of that labor that fulfills
the basic needs of oneself and giving the rest to help others: This is not something
easy to do.
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This program is for life, not for limited time

w ,&’y/

My dear friends! This is a lifelong program: U,J.Z EhENEw G (2:132). Do you see
where is this program leading to? — There will be conﬂlct and confrontation, and
maybe even going to war and giving one’s life. Giving life for this cause is the
ultimate sacrifice that one can give. But this program must go on. It asks its followers
to work hard all their life giving their all, and only keep as little as possible for
themselves and give the rest to fulfill others’ needs; even going as far as to give
preference to others above one’s own needs. And then, continue to do so for one’s
entire lifetime. This is exhausting, heart-wrenching, demanding great fortitude, to
say the least. In the words of Ghalib:

Dying due to sadness of parting many a time
If death is to come then why not just one time

My dear friends! The burden entrusted to the Muslims is extremely heavy and they
must bear it with all the heartache that it entails, not just for a short time but for
lifetime. The Quran goes so far as to say: f-fﬁ.’s C;:S g (74:6). Now you understand why
the Quran stressed so much to the Prophet (PBUH)?—Create a synergistic group of
companions by purifying their personality and fortifying their character; and make
sure they do not waver under any challenge and adversity. This was the program my
dear friends! This was a lifetime of duty and responsibility. This is how}_jﬁ &55(74:3)
will happen. But this requires extraordinary patience as the Quran mentions next:
06357 (74:7).

Meaning of }.56

Dear friends! Here ,’;«.Z[; has come in connection with universal nourishment of all
humankind. This program is such that Allah had to remind the Prophet (PBUH):
Remember! This program requires of you to be steadfast, patient and unwavering in
your mission. This program is long, hard, and tests your resolve. My dear friends!
This is not easy. But when Deen got transformed into religion then this became very
easy. Do you know what ,’-}é[; EJ;:J; (74:7) has been translated as?—For God’s sake
do &=, And you already know what the traditional meaning of <= is: Do nothing?
Just have faith in God; what has to happen will happen anyway, so just wait? They
translated}:\/géﬁj (74:3) as: Glorify the greatness of God (by tongue); and },2[3 é.\;:é;
(74:7) as: And leave everything to God. That is, do nothing, be happy; and you will go
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to heaven. Whereas Allah has said: % C;’ﬁ § (74:6) — O Prophet (PBUH)! Explain to
your companions that this program requires that you must fulfill the needs of others;
that you must take care of the needy; that you must feed the hungry without expecting
any compensation, without expecting even any thanks. ‘aa) j’ 8 Q;i;;\;[’,éjjﬂf
(2:219) — they ask thee as to what they should spend [in God’s cause of Universal
sustenance for all humankind]. Say: “Whatever is surplus beyond your basic needs?”
This program requires lifetime of commitment. In this program there is no question
oftaking more than what can fulfill one’s basic needs.

The meaning of /52

Dear friends! The interim period, before the establishment of the universal system of
sustenance, requires help; it is a period of helping the needy by giving and not
expecting anything in return; but certainly not expecting more than what one gave,
which is forbidden. The meaning of /s is: to get more than what one puts in. When
Deen was changed to religion, !5 (including many terms and concepts of Islam)
also changed. !5 was taken to mean interest, especially the interest on bank loans;
but many other forms of it were declared permissible. As noted, the principle of |52
is: to take more than what one puts in. When the Quran was revealed, the Arab society
and its economy was based on the exploitation of the poor and weak and the
downtrodden; and when the rich and powerful used to give loans to these people who
were at the bottom of that society, they used to take extra on top of the loan. But we
translated just this form of /s as interest and made it impermissible; but we allowed
many other forms of /2. The Quran says that when you give then: ﬁ\;ﬁ&}ﬁ AV
(2:279) — You are only entitled to your principal. Anything above and beyond it is
I523. This is forbidden.

Anything above the principal is | s

Although there are many crimes which are great sins in the eyes of the Quran but
there is one crime about which the Quran says: \;’;J\Qg e 1 AR K| Lﬁi&g\ @E
@33 ;‘ZK &) (2:278) — O you who have attained to Iman! Remain conscious of God
and give up all outstanding gains from !5, if you are [truly] believers. This is one
crime that if you do not listen then: 4 3275 &) &% % 1556 R &6 (2:279)—forifyou
do it not, then know that you are at war with Allah and His Messenger. You can very
well imagine from this how serious this crime is? The Quran did not say here that
there will be prosecution; there will be court proceedings; and punishment would be
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announced — even may be death sentence. The Quran didn’t say all this — it says here:
there is declaration of war by Allah and His messenger against those who are
engaged in 's20. This is such a great crime. The Quran has declared war only against
treason.

Treason against Allah’s system of universal sustenance

What is this treason? The foundation of the Islamic state is based on the system of
universal economic sustenance. It is the fundamental duty of the Islamic state to help
the poor, the needy, the indigent, and the physically disabled and incapacitated. This
is Allah’s order and command for the Islamic state! Any system that is against this
system, in which by giving others one wants more than the principal, is a rebellion
against this system. This is to challenge this system. This is to establish capitalism
against the system of universal economic sustenance. This cannot be allowed. There
is declaration of war against it by Allah and His messenger. Thus you can imagine
how great this crime is against humanity. There is no other crime against which there
is such an open declaration of war by Allah and His messenger. Under these
conditions one only takes the principal and must give up the extra beyond this:
GBS GRS (2:279) — You are only entitled to your principal. Thus: jg‘;ﬁ&j;j AT
(2:279)—you will do no wrong, and neither will you be wronged. That is, taking more
than the principal becomes s and rebellion against the Islamic government and is
tantamount to starting war against Allah and His messenger.

What to do if someone is not able to pay the principal

Dear friends! If we come to the Quran then it is not something that we should take it
lightly and move on. Just think how in just two words the Quran has mentioned this
great crime. To take more than he principal (i.e., !520) is the foundation of capitalism.
This is diametrically opposite to the Quranic order to give one’s surplus wealth to
others. The Quran even goes so far as to suggest that a believer gives preference to
others’ needs over himself. This was the Quranic economic system. Contrary to this,
the capitalist system is based on exploiting the needy, the poor, the deprived, and the
vulnerable and exploiting emergency situations. Its motto is: help, but take back
more than what was given; usurp the fruits of labors of others. So, obviously, the
capitalistic system is an open rebellion against the Quranic system.

% £l 9%l 7% 2 s ld b Rl G- B Y 2]
Dear friends! The Quran goes further; 33 % 555 s b oaa M8 55 33 GBS
(2:280) — If the debtor is in straitened circumstances, give him respite until it
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becomes convenient for him to repay your loan. But if you forgo the loan, it will be
even better for you. There is no question of taking interest in this system.

Non-Quranic government is always capitalistic

This is the economic system of the Quran, which we abandoned long time ago; and
we are under the system of Mulukiyyah (human rule in any form). When this
Mulukiyyah took over Islam it brought with it its twins: capitalism and priesthood.
Non-Qunanic state is the predatory capitalist state; it does not care if people sleep
hungry. And don’t ask how much they tax the poor and the average person? On the
contrary, Islamic state’s first responsibility is to make sure that no one sleeps hungry.
The Prophet (PBUH) has said that if a person sleeps hungry in the night in any town
then the protection of Allah is lifted from that town. Khalifa Umar said that if a dog
were to die of hunger on the banks of Tigris then he will be held accountable for it.
This was the Islamic state, my friends! But when the Mulukiyyah took over and the
Deen was changed into religion then these things vanished from Islam.

Three evils against humanity

Dear friends! The Quran has enumerated only three evils that destroy humanity by
sucking its lifeblood. First is the Pharaoh: the representative of Mulukiyyah. He said:
J}'{\J" i jm (79:24) — “I (Pharaoh) am your Highest Sustainer.” The second evil — the
representative of which is Haman — is priesthood, whose dominion is even stronger
than kings. King dies, his rule and his laws end, government changes; but
priesthood’s laws made thousand years ago still prevail today. The third evil — whose
representative is Qaroon (Korah) — is capitalism that exploits the labors of others.
The capitalists enjoy life while others work hard. Capitalism runs on surplus money
which it gives as loans to others and takes in turn more than what it gives. This may
have many different forms but the bottom line is the same. In Islamic system no one
can keep surplus money. There is no return on capital but only on what one works for:
e Kﬂﬁlgmﬂi i (53:39). Although the priesthood could not dare to allow any part of
interest, and interest takers were looked at with contempt, but the so-called Islamic
Shariah did allow several other forms of capital gain that are much more exploitative
than taking interest.

Exploitation through land and business

As an example, let us say a landlord is selling a piece of land. A person does not have
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money but wants to borrow from the landlord to buy this piece of land. The person
says to the landlord: I will farm this land, [ will raise my family, and I will return your
money back. The landlord thinks: Well! If I give him a thousand and take back one
thousand fifty, then this will become interest. This will be considered shameful since
those who take interest are looked at with contempt in society. So, the landlord says
to person: Nothing to worry. I will buy the land on your behalf and give it to you, but
you have to give me 50% percent of the crop yield every year until you give me back
the original price of the land. So, if the landlord took interest he would have gotten
much less but now he is getting many times more by taking the 50% share of the crop;
and this is halal (kosher) because its name is not I5:) but<w s, Another scenario: A
person becomes sleeping partner by investing money in some business. He does not
do anything himself. The businessman is doing all the work. But from the profit the
sleeping partner takes half of it. This is not counted as s but <S —&a which is
considered perfectly legal. Thus by simply changing the words, things have been
made halal and kosher. The world is becoming more civilized! When the world was
“uncivilized” the forms of things were different. But things are getting more refined
and polished since the world is getting more “civilized” with new ideas and new
forms of earning money from money! There is now interest-free banking. Oh! What
a great thing this is!! Do everything as interest-bearing banks do; just change the
name — from “interest” to “commission” or “profit”. Then, the extra money becomes
halal; give your zakah and heaven is guaranteed! Just by changing words, what was
haram and a rebellion against Allah and his Prophet (PBUH) has been turned into
halal and a guarantee for heaven!

The bloodsuckers come in the world in every age by changing appearance and form
Although Adam is old and weak, but Laat and Manaat are still resilient and strong

These “civilized” modern idols are extremely powerful. Such ubiquitous large scale
/51, business would not have happened in that “uncivilized” age.

Bank interest is halal and porkis haram

This is the Quran my friends! Just imagine! These are the commands of Allah, the
omniscient. Of course He knew that others will mix their capital with those who do
the actual work and will take share of the profit. s l&as and < ldw involves only
capital from capitalists but others do the actual work and create real output. Then the
arguments start: what is halal and what is haram? Interest is haram but < jl&as and
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< )lda is halal. It is as if saying that pig’s breast is halal but its leg is haram My dear
frlends' It is the Quran. It does not leave any loopholes: u—lu‘d' 1 G‘ J.QL S8 ‘“’5”\’[{

””‘j& (30:39)— And [remember:] whatever you may give out in usury so that it
mlght increase through [other] people’s possessions will bring [you] no increase in
the sight of Allah. The money that you mix with other people’s wealth so that you can
getmore is |52 Period.

How to get more with Allah?

7 wa’s/

Dear friends! The Quran says: Q}:;Zj\ Jas é.@i’s«»\%j&;j;js 502 ! L; (30:39)—
what grows more in sight of Allah is what is given for others’ nourishment and
development without expecting any return, not even expecting a thank you note. This
1s what grows more and more near Allah. Mixing one’s money with others’ wealth
expecting higher return is the foundation of the /b/isi system. Dear friends! Just this
one verse of the Quran cuts the entire root of this /blisi (aka capitalistic) system:
L‘ﬁ‘ UL.:BJJ:I (53:39)—The return is only on the effort expended, not on the capital
—no matter what its form; no matter what name is given for it. Now you understand
what kind of revolution the Quran was bringing in the society? It was creating a
synergistic group of people; training and preparing its members for imminent
revolution. The Quran was asking the Prophet (PBUH) to purify the personality and
fortify the character of the individuals in this group. The Quran was asking the
Prophet (PBUH) to inculcate in his followers the passion for working as hard as
possible and taking only minimum to satisfy their basic needs and giving the rest to
others. The Quran was asking: Establish this system; and remove any desire from
your heart for getting more.
Meaning of i.;j‘
Dear friends! Now you get a picture of how difficult and challenging this process is?
This is not some emotional event of taking swords in hand and chanting Ali! Ali! and
embark on a charging brigade. This is out of the question. The Quranic program is a
well-thought-out highly demanding revolutionary program. 7his was the system for
which preparations were being made by the prophet (PBUH) and his committed
companions. There is this beautiful analogy that is described regarding this  program

in the Quran: O Prophet (PBUH)! they ask thee what is Deen? Say: it is 5zl (90:12).
Ifyou have the Quran please open it. These are extraordinary verses.

9rr”?

4.a)l means to climb up a hill. Itis easy to travel through a level plane. Climbing up
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a hill is difficult. One has to move up step by step and one becomes breathless. What
is this i’.j;jl ? The Quran says:mlt 253705 (90:12) — Who can tell you what m\ is
except Allah? The first thing is: ;A;;‘j@f,(901 13) — To free a human from bondage or
persecution wherever he/she may be: Make him/her worthy of walking with dignity
and self-respect both physically and psychologically. On the other hand, you can see
from history of what Muslim kings did? One so-called Khalifa (but actually a king)
used to have up to 3000 concubines in his palace. Is this a nation of Muslims
practicing ?:—',55@3 (90:13)? Do you now realize what happened to this Ummah and
Islam? This is the kind of Islam that is being resurrected through fundamentalism.
But (356 (90:13) is only the first step. The next step is: 2eamecsd 2538235137 (90:14)
—the feeding of others when one is hungry himself. It is to provide nourishment to all
during difficult period, especially during famine. Did you notice that Deen is like
climbing up a hill? And then the Quran further says: %815 &5 (90:15).

eZee

What is the meaning of ~

This is the Quran my friends! If you look at it purely from literary point of view then

s

o

one feels rapturous., ,.u!gféﬁ (90:15) —That person who “feels alone” among a world
“full of people”. There are human beings all around but this suffering person feels
utterly alone. The Quran says that not only this person’s physical suffering and his
physical needs are to be taken care of but his dignity and self-respect must be restored
as well. Everyone respects those with power and large groups; but the Quran
demands Muslims to restore the respect of those who feel alone in society. This is
such a serious task that those destined for hell will say that we did not respect those
who were left alone. People normally respect those who have more votes. But the
Quran says: ;&:ﬁli@.ﬁ,’f (90:16) — He was doing okay but then some emergency
situation developed and he could not find work — he tries very hard looking for work
all the day and, as a result, gets shrouded in dirt but he is unable to earn to fulfill his
basic needs. The Quran asks Muslims to pull such people out of their debilitating
state.

Dear friends! This is Deen. But it is like climbing up a hill. This requires
extraordinary patience as the Quran mentions: ,’;«.Z[; élf:é; (74:7). This Deen requires
us to establish the system of universal nourishment of all humankind. This is such a
tough program that Allah had to remind us to be steadfast, patient and unwavering in
this mission. This program is long, hard, and tests our resolve. Those sitting like
snakes on their armored wealth cannot be dislodged easily. They will fight tooth-and-
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tail to protect their wealth till the last moment. Thus Muslims will be forced to come
to the battlefield in order to establish this system of universal welfare. To end this
vicious capitalist system this is the firstd) ¥ :part. There will be challenge and
difficulties. Therefore, O Prophet (PBUH), please tell your followers this is not
a path full of roses but full of thorns. There will be strong opposition from all
sides. Nonetheless, you must not be deterred from your central mission. Then
comes the next part: to estabhsh the system of universal nourishment: (74:8-10)
By C)g;gg‘ ”,:’;;,";;f RWel )5S J;U‘d 5156 — “Tell your companions O Prophet
(PBUH) that they will face stiff opposition from all around, so much so that a time
may come when your enemies will attack you from all sides. The bugle will be
sounded and you will have to come to the battlefield. Also, tell them that there will be
many hardships in this clash. But the anguish of your opponents will be far greater.
They will be defeated and success will ultimately be yours if you remain steadfast
and unwavering and if you have purified your character.”

Dear friends! Allah says in the Quran says: 3 A8s 258 4 1,k mSGJSS (73:11)—
“And leave Me (alone to deal with) those in possession of the good things of life, who
(yet) deny the Truth; and bear with them for a little while.” Who were these people
opposing the Prophet (PBUH) and his mission? The Quran says in one word: they
were the capitalists —aGa8d )7(73: 11). Why they were so much opposed to the Prophet
(PBUH)? Because they enjoyed extraordinary privilege; they enjoyed protection of
their caravans all year round in their commerce. They were 45!} /,7(73: 11). All this
they would lose in this new system. So, they opposed the Prophet (PBUH). They
waged full scale confrontation against him and his companions. Once this
confrontation reached a certain threshold then Allah told the Prophet (PBUH) to
leave them at His disposal; the law of requital will take care of them. The word that
has come here is ajs . This is a very dramatic way of saying: “O Prophet (PBUH)!
Your opponents will try their utmost to entangle you in extraneous issues and not let
you move ahead with your constructive program; but you remain focused on your
mission and do not get sidetracked.” The Quran in one word “ ng ” has said
everything. \&juﬂ;éﬁ;()j; (74:11): Allah says leave this leader (who is opposing
Our system) to Me. This is not the question of one individual; this is the question of
the representative of a system:|3; o3 JG4 :l:;;(74 12) — When We created the leader
of this selfish group, he was alone. At the time of his birth he had not brought with
him any of the wealth or sources about which he is now boasting and is being
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rebellious. A child born in his palace and a child born in the attached servant quarter
hut near his palace — both came to the world exactly the same way; empty handed and
without any clothes; neither poor nor rich. All the differences started after that and
the rich person’s son inherited huge wealth. We made life smooth and comfortable
and provided him with all sorts of luxuries and ease. But what does he do with the
wealth that We gave? He and also his progeny are working hard in opposing Us:

'/599 /274

3060 (Ad (74:13).

Indulgences of the village rich kids

Dear friends! The poor remain busy working hard all day in search of their daily
bread. But the rich kids sit at home all day and do not do any work. In cities at least
these rich kids have many outlets (e.g., clubs, restaurants, and hotels) and many
entertainment programs where they spend their time. But in villages, the children of
the rich landlords sit at home with sticks in their hands, and do nothing. All the
villagers are scared of them. This is the typical village life. Now, when there are so
many youth doing nothing then, if anything happens in the village, these rich kids
come out from their houses and create a scene. The Quran says:/3s& Qi«;; (74:13)—He
has abundant wealth. He has children who do not need to do any work. His group is
strong. |Jaeé 2508 3545 (74:14) — And he is leading a smooth and comfortable life. The
Quran says so far so good: there is comfortable life; there is plenty to eat and drink for
everyone. But then the rat race starts. Then he becomes greedy: SSJTQT;:E“}% (74:15)—
and yet, he greedily desires that I give yet more! (102:1-2) :‘ﬁm‘ 7533 L;‘; ; jjgj) ;’C;\T —
then this rat-race starts that continues until grave. This is the (psychological) turning
point at which capitalism starts. He wants that We keep on giving him more wealth
and more power: Séj (74:15) — so that he could continue to increase his opposition

against the Truth; against Our universal system.

The start of capitalism

7 9707

My dear friends! Listen again! w)‘ u’h’ﬂuﬁ (74:15)—and yet, he greedily desires that
I giveyet more' Then the Quran says: '% (74:16)—This is not going to happen. What
to say of this '% ?! What a proclamation?! Yes, there should be enough for meeting the
basic needs of life. Yes, life should be comfortable. But all the wealth going to
capitalist? ‘js No, this won’t be allowed. This Was}\”.g G5 (74:3). This was 326 &l 533
(74:7).The Quran says that all the wealth will not come to the representative of the
capitalist. But he does not listen, so he will have to be stopped. Did you notice why
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there were so many big battles with the Koresh? What was the reason? I have
mentioned that if it was the just matter of prayer and fasting while the Prophet
(PBUH) was in Mecca then what did the Koresh have to lose that they mounted such
a staunch opposition against him, so much so that the Prophet (PBUH) even forced to
leave Mecca and sought asylum in Medina, 300 miles from Mecca? And those days,
in Arabia, being 300 miles away was as if these two places had no physical
connection. But despite this the Koresh brought with them a huge army to Medina to
fight the Prophet (PBUH). After all, what was driving them for all this? It was none
other than the Quranic system of universal sustenance that they were so much
opposed to. They were hell bent on making sure that this Quranic order does not get
implemented because they knew very well that there was no place in it for either
capitalism or priesthood. And the Koresh had both of these two institutions
entrenched in all aspect of their lives. There was also a third element — there was no
outside interference in Koresh’s self-rule; thus emboldening them further in their
hubris. This, then, was the opposition that the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions
faced; and agamst which the Prophet (PBUH) proclaimed ‘js No, this won’t be
allowed: 130 L» N u@ J (74:16) — this was transgression against Our laws. And,
therefore, that period of capitalism was ended by the Prophet (PBUH) and his
companions as evidenced by history.

In essence this was confrontation between two systems

Dear friends! What was this confrontation about? This was not a confrontation
between two armies. This was not a confrontation between two peoples? This was
confrontation between two systems. Whatever has been happening with us for
thousand years is the same thing that happens when Deen turns into religion. This is
the same thing which Igbal conveys through the mouth of 7b/is:

I know this Ummah does not with the Quran resonate
The same old capitalism the Muslim s religion became

This was the same capitalism the Koresh were bent on preserving and about which
the Quran said: 'js‘ —No, this won’t be allowed: 13055 Lu‘j u@ J) (74:16) — this was a
transgression against Our system. The Koresh knew very well that if this system gets
established somewhere then capitalism cannot survive anywhere, because, then:
L—.\;;TAL!@;GU,K” SENESTs (110:2) — people will come to this Quranic system in
droves by running away frorn the capitalist system. This was what the Koresh were
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afraid of. That is why they did not want this Quranic system to be established even in
Medina, and that is the reason they pursued the Prophet (PBUH) over there as well. If
we count all the battles big and small that the Koresh waged against the Prophet
(PBUH) during his seven years of life in Medina, then the total comes to around 80-
82. The Prophet’s entire life was consumed in these battles against the Koresh;
against capitalism; and against priesthood. This was the real battle. The revolution
was entering its last phase. The Quran says: 1532 4ap ,L (74:17) — There is nothing to
worry. The Koresh will face such hardship in this confrontation that they cannot

forgetit.

Dramatic description of an event

Now, we come to the event that has been described in a very vivid manner by the
Quran. What a beautiful literary style the Quran uses for this description! — The
representative of capitalism comes to the Prophet (PBUH). The Prophet (PBUH)
explains to him in a cordial manner: “Look my friend! I do not have any resentment
against you; neither do [ have any personal hostility against you. There is nothing like
that. But this Quranic system is the one which we want to establish.” After listening
to this his reaction is captured by the Quran thus: NS;;% 3l (74:18). What to say of
the Quran my dear friends! At least learn Arabic this much to appreciate the nuances
of this language. It is not a difficult language If you have a copy of the Quran, then
open it and look at these words. It said: ;5% ,:E J (74:18) — then he thought and
compared the two systems and then thoroughly pondered over them. Then, he did a
comparative measure of the two: 5585 . After due thought and deliberation, he arrived
ata conclusion. What was that conclusion? The Quran leaves that for the reader to fill
n.

Literary beauty of suggestiveness

Dear friends! The quality that suggestiveness brings to literature creates a unique
feeling in its readers. Suggestiveness means that the message is not conveyed
directly but given only in the form of symbols. It is left to the reader to fill in the blank
himself for the thrill of it. For example, the great poet Ghalib shows his mastery of
this in the following couplet:

Thinking of me a beggar, the security guard remained silent

But I got up and walked up to him; that was my misfortune
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So, as the Quran was saying, he pondered over what the Prophet (PBUH) told him.
Then he weighed both options: 5885 — and he tried to figure out which option is
beneficial for I}im. The Quran says that he made his decision and then it simply
says that: 5353.; :}gg (74:19)—and thus he destroyed himself by what he decided. The
entire picture is depicted by the word 3;3 He decided his own self destruction.
The Quran says that he decided not once but again: %53 :,:( dﬁﬁ (74:20) — yea, he
destroyed himself, the way he thought. And: BE (74:21) — and then he looked
around: May be the Prophet (PBUH) was there or maybe it was someone else.
Whoever that was, he looked at him with odious eyes, and:ﬁgﬂﬁ (74:22) —and
then he frowned and stared and with great hubris left: f,@.’.. A jﬁﬁﬁ‘ (74:23)—and in the
end he turned his back [on Our message], and hufting and puffing in his arrogance

says: Ja v §\TS\$ Ql()[.’é (74:24) — “All this is mere spellbinding eloquence handed

-
T4 s

down [from olden times]! 42*.:.’!‘ 3;3%@ &) (74:25) — This is nothing but the word of
mortal man!” He thinks that what the Prophet (PBUH) is saying is wrong; that this
system is from Allah —is wrong; that he is making it up himself. Saying all this, he left
frowning. What to say of this, my friends! What a picture the Quran presents! It is
okay he said all this and left. But Allah says: :i:g;;l: (74:26) — I shall cause him to
endure hell-fire. This way he has chosen to go to hell. What a way to describe this by
vivid imagery! This was the confrontation; this was the behavior of Koresh; this was
the dramatic description of the event. Then the confrontation took place and it was
seen how he went to hell. Then the Quran says:ji:[: &L)3TG5(74:27)— And what could
make you conceive what hell-fire is? What is the meaning of 2529 Dear friends! The

time is over for today’s lecture. We will explain this in the next lecture.

we have covered up to verse 26 of Surah Al-Muddaththir (*34))) in today’s lecture.
we will start with verse 27 in the next lecture.

el A [P0 ek A R g <
- - b - . .

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what
we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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