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Human Rights and the Madina Charter

The Masjid-e-Nabwi was a meeting place of the Muslims as well as headquarter 
of the administration. Madina was not an all-Muslims town; there were the Jews, too. 
To create harmony and mutual cooperation, a just and fair treaty was signed by the 
two parties, the Jews and the Muslims. Some of the important clauses of this treaty 
were:

i. The Muslims and the Jews, the parties to this agreement, shall 
form one community.

ii. The Jews who sign this pact shall be entitled to assistance by the 
Muslims, if needed and shall enjoy the same rights as the 
Muslims do.

iii. Muslims shall join hands with the Jews to fight anyone who 
rebels or promotes enmity.

iv. The Jews shall keep to their own faith and the Muslims to theirs.

v. If a common enemy attacks Madina, joint resistance by the Jews 
and the Muslims shall be put up against the enemy.

vi. All disputes shall be referred for decision to Allah and the Holy 
Prophet (PBUH).

This Madina Charter goes far beyond granting equal rights to the minority. It not 
only granted them protection but also ensured complete liberty in observing their 
religious rites. They were to be equal partners in peace and war and enjoyed all 
human rights.

On August 11, 1947 the address of the Quaid-e-Azam to the Constituent 
Assembly of Pakistan also reflected the spirit of the Madina Charter. He declared the 
granting of equal rights to all the communities without any discrimination of caste, 
colour or religion. The incorporation of the clauses of the Madina Charter in the 
Charter of the Human Rights of the United Nations shows that Islam is the greatest 
protector of the Human Rights. 
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Surah Al-Qalam  Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 29: Chapter 6

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

Dear Friends! Today is November 4, 1983 and the Dars-e-Qur an begins 
today with verse 7 of Surah Al-Qalam (68:7).

My dear friends! In the previous dars we found that every messenger of Allah 
brought the message of truth and the divine code, Al-Haq. The first step in the 
sequence of implementing this program was to convey the message with 
reason, and evidence. Others who disagreed were also asked to produce reason 
and evidence for their argument. Those who got convinced and accepted the 
message moved under the protection of the divine code and its laws. But those 
who stood up against this divine system and wanted to subdue it by force it 
became imperative to defend it from them. Thus force had to be used to stop 
them. Also, the enemies in order to discredit the mission of the Prophet 
(PBUH) used brand him as madman. On the other hand, the Prophet (PBUH) 
used to explain the divine message to them with reason and proof. Now, it is 
clear that the first people to pay attention to in this process will be those who 
are trying to understand this message with reason and evidence. But it will be 
up to them whether or not to accept the message; if not, then they were told 
“not to interfere in our program and we will not interfere in your program”. 
The result will automatically tell who was mad and under the influence self-
deception: Verily, thy Sustainer alone is fully aware as to who has strayed from 
His path, Just as He alone is fully aware of those who have found the right way 
(68:7). Let both of them walk all day. In the evening when the journey ends, it 
will be clear who reached destination and who was lost in the way. Still, in 
spite of being lost, if such people oppose and fight those who have found their 
way then it became necessary to remove this impediment.

’

492013



Another type of opposition

Dear friends! In the following verses a different kind of opposition has been 
described. With the sword it was opposition in the open battlefield. But, this 
kind of opposition relies on making a compromise. This group that belies the 
truth (of divine code) wants to compromise. The Quran warns the Muslim 
Ummah not to get in this trap as this is a sinister plan by a very dangerous 
group: 

Hence, defer not to [the likes and dislikes of] those who give the lie to the truth: 
they would like thee to be soft [with them], so that they might be soft [with thee] 
(68-8-9). 

What we normally notice no matter who may be involved in this kind of fight, 
that there always comes a point where suggestion for compromise is put 
forward. The Quran is categorical about it: Do not compromise. This is 
because (in the words of Iqbal):

Truth, to start with, is solid in its place from the beginning. There is no question 
about give and take or compromise with it. I usually give this example to 
explain this: A person says two plus two is four. The other person says, no, it is 
six. It is obvious the first person is right and the second person is wrong. Some 
people jump in and say why don t you compromise? It is wrong for both of you 
to stick to your individual position. What can you gain from being adamant? 
The second person says, ok, fine. I am backing down a bit and accept that two 
plus two is five. Now, this person was wrong before and he is wrong now. So, it 
does not affect his position. But the first person was right but by accepting this 
“compromise” he has lost his position completely. Nothing remains of it. Even 
if he accepts four and a quarter he falls from his position. Truth is solid in its 

Falsehood likes to compromise, but truth does not

Do not accept partnership of truth and falsehood

’
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place. There is no compromise in it. Nothing can be mixed with it. And in the 
words of the Quran you cannot divide it into pieces and then accept some and 
reject some. It says you have to accept it whole or abandon it. It is also wrong to 
accept some piece of it and reject the other piece. This is the matter with 
compromise. Therefore, the one who is standing on Truth (Haq) if he moves 
even a little bit then he has slid into falsehood! 

Truth is truth and falsehood is falsehood  there is no compromise with 
truth

Normally, people will say he is extremely adamant. He is sticking to his 
position and does not want to budge even a bit. Middlemen blame him that he 
is intransigent and uncompromising. But my dear friends! There is a big 
difference between an intransigent person sticking to falsehood and an 
uncompromising person sticking to truth.  An adamant person sticking with 
falsehood has a choice to change his position and accept the truth. But if he 
continues to stick with falsehood in spite of being made aware of his falsehood 
then he is indeed adamant and intransigent. But the person sticking with the 
truth how can he change his position? He cannot be called intransigent but a 
man of principle. Those committed to truth are not doing it due to 
intransigence but due to the requirement that they not waiver even a bit from 
their position. When Deen turns into Madhab (religion) it starts making 
compromises at every step. But Deen does not compromise at all.

The next verses of the Quran describe the people who make compromises. It 
says these are characterless people. They do not believe to start with, that their 
position is based on truth. So, they are ready to compromise. Only truth cannot 
compromise. It is solid as a rock. But falsehood is nothing like this. It is 
business like the greedy storeowner who inflates the price initially and then 
bargains with the customers. But the storeowner who keeps a fixed price as a 
matter of principle for his business tells the customers to move on if they start 
bargaining. The storeowner who bargains reflects a category of people with a 
special mindset who are always ready to compromise.  
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The Quran has described the peculiar mindset of characterless people  that is, 
those who do not adhere to the truth (Haq) but never admit it  in dealing with 
those who adhere to the truth. They come with proposal to compromise with 
the truth. The Quran tells about the Prophet (PBUH) that he was not so much 
distraught with those who openly opposed him as he was with these people 
who wanted him to compromise. It tells: O Prophet (PBUH)! Do not 
compromise. Bear with patience at what they are saying (73:10); have self-
control and forbearance and do not let yourself worry too much that they are 
not honest and forthcoming. That means the Prophet could not descend to their 
low level to reply to them. So, how to respond to them? The Quran says: Heed 
not the type of despicable men, - ready with oaths (68:10). 

Those who swear are devoid of self-confidence

In the above verse the word is “Maheen” which means a person with very low 
mentality and of despicable character. Swearing is a sign of a liar. An honest 
person exudes self-confidence. He does not need to swear to prove that what 
he says is truth. The Quran says that the one who swears again and again to 
prove his lie as truth is a ‘Hallaaf . Dear friends! The lesson for us in this is that 
the character of a Momin should not and cannot be like this. This is not about 
specific individuals in the past but, as noted above, this is about a particular 
mindset and mentality for all time to come. The Quran is guidance until the 
Day of Judgment for all. When the Quran says that certain things are bad, that 
they are base and immoral, then it means that don t do such things; don t 
acquire these bad characteristics in your personality.

Calumnious and slanderer

Dear friends! The Quran continues and presents many character traits of such 
individuals. It says: A slanderer, going about with calumnies, [or] the 
withholder of good, [or] the sinful aggressor, [or] one who is cruel, by greed 
possessed, and, in addition to all this, utterly useless [to his fellow-men] 
(68:11-13). ‘Hammaaz  is someone who uses dirty tricks to divide people. He 

’

’ ’

’
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has all the bad characteristics that are in ‘Maheen’ as discussed above and he 
only sees faults in everything and in everyone. He does not see any good 
anywhere. He is like the fly who sits only on dirty and stinking things. Nothing 
looks beautiful and handsome to him. He is only searching for faults and bad 
things. This is a strange mentality. And, things can change only if mentality 
changes. The Quran says that what to say of you, even Allah does not changes 
the condition of a people unless they change their mentality. Everything 
depends on changing the mentality. 

What a life of hell the person lives, and who only sees bad things everywhere 
and finds fault in everything!

A beautiful prayer of the Prophet (PBUH)

The Quran tries to open the mind’s eyes and change mentalities so that a person 
is able to see good as good and bad as bad. There is a shining hadith of the 
Prophet (PBUH) which looks like that it is really his, which says: “O Allah! 
Give that eye which is able to see the reality of everything, which sees good as 
good and bad as bad.” And then the wisdom of the Quran, which has been 
called the light of Allah, changes the mind’s eye in a way that good in every 
place gets magnified by its focus and revealed clearly as good. The Quran 
produces such a change. How beautifully someone has said:

My dear friends! This is what the Quran does? These are the positive changes it 
produces in human mind. This produces change in one’s psychology that he 
right away starts seeing good wherever and in whomever there is any good. 
Then he will not be involved in slandering; he will not be involved in divisive 
behavior; and he will not be burning in his own hellfire of rage and jealousy. 

What did I see that afterward I became so hopeful?

That whatever is in my eye now looks so beautiful!
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Protection against the dangerous disease of slander

My dear friends! Slandering mentality does not see any good in anyone. The 
Quran uses the word “Hammaaz” which captures this mentality very well:  
“WOE unto every slanderer, fault-finder! Woe unto him who amasses wealth 
and counts it a safeguard! (104:1-2).” And here the words “Hammazin 
Masshaa-in” have come. Masshaa means one who is constantly involved in 
gossips and rumors; constantly moving from one place to the other and trying 
to instigate and inflame people. That is, this is all he does. These days it is 
called propaganda. And this is the most effective method of propaganda. It is 
even more effective than radio and TV. This kind of propagandist starts in the 
morning and by evening the entire town knows it and nobody knows how it got 
started. Ask anyone and he will say the whole world knows it. Dear friends! 
This is the worst kind of character.

Instead of doing propaganda from behind, talk openly

If you want to say something to anyone say it openly, say it unreservedly 
without hiding behind a curtain. Dear friends! Let me repeat again: “Hallaaf' 
(swearer), ‘Maheen’ (contemptible), ‘Hammaaz’ (slanderer), ‘Nameem’ 
(instigator and inflamer), ‘Zaneem’ (cruel and greedy), and ‘Masshaa’ 
(defamer and propagandist) are those from whom the Quran has told to refrain 
from again and again. It is not that the Quran is telling these things about 
certain individuals. This is about character. The Quran is telling us not have 
this type of character. “Are you shameless? So and so is saying bad things 
about you and you are sitting quiet? Are you a coward? Don’t you have any 
dignity?”This is how one tries to inflame someone. He is trying to incite 
violence and fight. This is what “Bi-Nameem” is (68:11).  After this the Quran 
expounds on this type of mentality further: (Habitually) hindering (all) good 
(68:12). This type of person always tries to put roadblocks in anything that has 
to do with good, and tries to criticize and find faults in evrything. For example: 
“Sister! Congratulations! Million thanks to Allah! I thought I should go and 
personally congratulate you on the occasion of engagement of your daughter. I 
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am praying that just as by the Grace of Allah your daughter’s engagement has 
succeeded May Allah cure her epilepsy as well. The boy’s family is sitting 
right there and she came to congratulate like this!? People of this nature 
approach others being very concerned with their welfare. You see these 
characters everywhere. You might like to reflect back and such persons will 
start appearing on your mind’s silver screen. Also, such people are in 
abundance these days, by the grace of God! We do not have to make much 
effort in searching for them.

Destructive aspects and multiple dangers

Now the Quran says: transgressing beyond bounds, he is deep in sin (68:12). 
That is, he exceeds very far in his destructive goals. It is amazing that the 
Quran has pointed out here two opposite things: “M’utadin” and “Atheemin”. 
Athma is a tired she-camel that cannot catch up with the rest of the caravan and 
is left behind and “M'utadin” is one who moves ahead in every destructive and 
bad thing but he is always behind in good things. What type of character the 
Quran brings out in the open! Dear friends! It says further “'Utulli”: He is 
violent and cruel and usurps everything like the way someone brutally drags a 
whole dead or alive lamb. Then the Quran says: And, in addition to all this, he 
is “zaneem”, utterly useless to others (68:13). “Zaneem” is someone who is 
useless himself but a parasite who benefits from the efforts of others, who 
sucks the blood of others to survive. Do you see what picture of the character 
the Quran has presented of such mean-spirited people? Now the Quran says he 
has such a low, despicable, and base character but look! How he has become 
influential in society: Is it because he possesses worldly goods and children 
(68:14)? He is wealthy, has lot of money, and he has lot of votes. (Those days, 
in tribal life, having lot of children was power.)

They come in the world in every age by changing appearance

Although Adam is old but Laat and Manaat are still mature
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Today the Western democracy is also like that  counting (vote) only matters. 
Those days life was of tribal nature where counting was done by how many 
children and how many total members of family one had. That determined the 
wealth and power of the tribe. Today is also like that except its format has 
changed a bit. See how the Quran has summed up these two things: It is 
because he possesses wealth and children (68:14). For this capitalism is 
essential. If you have money then you can buy as many votes as you want. 
These ‘votes’ are like ‘children’. You can buy as many ‘children’ with money. 
The Quran is saying that they have this special ‘talent’ with which they have 
acquired money and power. In today’s terminology you can say that the ‘party’ 
is very strong.

Dear friends! The Truth (Al-Haq) does not depend on how many hands go up 
in its support. The one who is giving the message of truth is usually alone. 
Initially, he is the only one: I am the first one of those who surrender (unto 
Him) (6:163). He does not even have anyone else to second initially. For proof 
of the truth, the standard of using majority opinion is wrong. In today’s 
democracy, whatever the majority says becomes the truth. But the Truth, 
whether for Muslim Ummah or for any other nation, is the Book of Allah. The 
deciding factor is that whatever the Book of Allah says is right then it is right 
even if there is not a single vote in its favor. And 100% vote in favor of what 
this Book says wrong does not make it right. The Quran says here that this 
corrupt person (with such mean and despicable character as described above) 
has become leader simply because of wealth and power of votes. But he does 
not have truth. But when truth is presented to him from history  that whichever 
nation that adopted this kind of behavior suffered ultimate destruction  then he 
says that these are the tales of past people; that these are mere fiction; and that 
it does not apply to him or his group. 

These are permanent values of life

The Quran says that O Prophet (PBUH)! These are the type of people who 
have arisen against you and are opposing you: We shall brand him on the 
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nose/[For this] We shall brand him with indelible disgrace! (68:16). He, who is 
roaming around showing such extreme arrogance, will suffer humiliation in 
public. We know from history that all the parties that arose against the Prophet 
(PBUH) what happened to them? They suffered humiliating defeats. The 
Quran tells an example of how such a character is born and what kind of 
society it produces: Lo! we have tried them as We tried the owners of the 
garden when they vowed they would pluck its fruit next morning (68:17). The 
way the Quran explains certain things is by giving concrete examples. This is 
not something which actually happened but a visual example for explaining 
the situation (18:32-40).

An illustrative example of garden owners

Dear friends! The Quran has given an example in this verse (68:17) of garden 
owners: Lo! we have tried them as We tried the owners of the garden when they 
vowed they would pluck its fruit next morning and made no allowance [for the 
needy/indigent  as Allah wants] (68:17-18). This is a capitalistic mentality. 
The Quran has said about the Qaroon (Korah) that when he was told that there 
is a part of poor/needy/indigent in your wealth, his response was that all my 
wealth is due to my effort and therefore why should there be a part in this for 
poor/needy/indigent? What have they done to deserve anything from my 
wealth? They do not have any hand in this.  That is, his reasoning was that it is 
all due to his effort and his intelligence. Therefore, there is no part of anyone in 
my wealth. But, in reality, none of the capitalists (Qaroons) works for his 
wealth himself. It is all the work of poor people but the capitalist claims that it 
is all due to his wealth, it is due to his technique, it is due to his intelligence, it is 
due to his craftsmanship, it is due to his cleverness. But it is also due to his 
deception. He says that he has done all these things to acquire this wealth and 
possession. What is there in it for poor, he barks?

Dear friends! Now see the visual example given here of how it illustrates the 
poignancy of this attitude and how finally the garden owners are made to admit 
themselves, that yes, there is a part in this for poor and needy. Here is the story. 
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There are fruit-laden gardens. The mentality of owners is that there is no part in 
it for poor/needy/indigent. So what happened? The Quran tells: whereupon a 
visitation for thy Sustainer came upon that [garden] while they were asleep, so 
that by the morrow it became barren and bleak (68:19-20). A large swarm of 
locusts came and finished everything while they were asleep in the hope that 
they will go to the garden tomorrow and harvest all the fruits. If you remember 
how the verses 63 through 74 of Surah 56 (Al-Waaqe’aa) talk about the 
farming, investment, and shares: You tilled the ground; prepared the soil; put 
fertilizer; and sowed the seed. Until this point this is your effort. Now tell, after 
this who produces the shoot from the seed? Who turns it into a plant? Do you do 
it or We do? Remember! This happens according to Our law. Also, remember 
that if it were not for Our law then it is possible that nothing grows from the 
seed, or it is also possible that it grows into a plant and then it burns and gets 
destroyed (56:65-66). Tell if Our law does not help your efforts then what can 
you do based on your effort alone (56:68)? This was a joint enterprise between 
you and Allah. You provided the effort and We provided the resources. Only 
then the output was produced. Therefore, according to honest and ethical 
business practice we must divide the result of this common business. You take 
your share and give Us Our share. You take your share according to your effort 
expended but all the basic investment was Ours. All this We have described to 
explain to you what is at stake here. Give Us Our due share. Then only you will 
be considered an honest and fair businessman. If you fail to do that, and if We 
withhold Our investment then try to produce output on your own? But listen! 
How are you going to do that? You can never succeed in doing that, no matter 
what. So, in one word, give Us Our share. You ask Me: Sir! Thou are not in 
front of us; nor Thou eat or drink; so whom to give Thou share? Give to the 
needy (Mataa-'al-lilmuqween) (56:74). Give it to the poor. It will reach Us. 
This is a joint business and this must be based on honesty and trust.

Dear friends! This is the Quran! Now let us get back to the example of the fruit-
laden garden. We were talking about those garden owners and the Quran says: 
And they had no intention of giving any portion of it to the needy and poor. So 
what happened? While they were still sleeping, an unexpected and sudden 
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calamity (a locust swarm) came and swallowed their entire crop; and left 
behind a barren field, instead of what was before a lush green and blooming 
garden. At daybreak they called to each other and said, “Let us proceed early in 
the morning, collect the fruit and be free.” So they left their houses, and while 
walking, whispered to each other: “Be careful that no needy person comes 
nearby!” Thus they came close to the garden and made arrangements to stop 
any needy poor person from reaching there. When they reached there, they 
said (after seeing the garden and the fields) “Have we lost our way?!” (These 
gardens and fields do not appear to be ours.) (When they were sure that the 
fields were actually theirs) They cried out, “We have surely been rendered 
destitute. We have lost everything.” One of them who had always remained 
balanced and straight said, “Did I not caution you to keep your struggle in 
conformity with the Divine laws?” (You did not listen to me and now you have 
seen the result!) They said, “There is no doubt that we ignored the rights of the 
poor and needy. This amounts to transgression and injustice (Zulm). Zulm 
always brings about such an end.” (On the other hand Allah Almighty is far 
above destroying people’s labor without any reason.)  Then they started 
blaming each other saying, “Oh, it was you who persuaded the others to adopt 
this attitude; and we became transgressors and rebelled against the Divine 
laws. Now we turn again towards the Divine laws and hope that He may give 
us better sustenance in exchange.” (68:18-32) [Exposition  Parwez] 

Dear friends! The point was to explain to the garden owners that there was a 
share of poor in the fruit-laden gardens. This is the moral of the above story. 
So, all those who sit like snake on their wealth and power and oppose truth 
should take note. They will suffer similar fate as it happened to garden owners 
if they do not change their behavior.  What a beautiful visual story the Quran 
has narrated to drive home and illustrate this point. The Quran gives 
perceptible practical examples to illustrate its principles. Note that examples 
the Quran gives are not abstract, conceptual, or ideological. Also, it does not 
just give a threat that they will be destroyed but it actually shows that the 
destruction is taking place. This is the way those whose mentality is like the 
one mentioned above are destroyed because they think they are on the right 

592013



path just because of the strength of their wealth and party, and oppose the truth. 
But ultimately, the situation will become such that nothing will remain of their 
wealth; or of their party; or even of their power. This is what happens. If only 
they could understand that this ‘Azaab will not be only in the Hereafter. This 
starts here, in this world. That is the only way those who want to, could learn 
from it. The Quran says: O Rasool! Tell them this is what Allah’s ‘Azaab 
(destruction) is. You should tell these opponents that whoever rebels against 
the Divine laws will face similar destruction in this world; and the 
chastisement in the Hereafter would be more severe (68:33).

Adding to the Quran on one's own is Shirk

Dear friends! You should not be surprised when I say that ‘Azaab is in hereafter 
as well as here in this world; then I am not saying this on my own. Saying 
anything on one’s own is Shirk. May Allah protect me from this? The above 
verse (68:33) clearly says that “whoever rebels against the divine laws will 
face destruction in this world; and the chastisement in the Hereafter would be 
more severe.” The Quran itself is saying about the ‘Azaab of this world. 
Humiliation, deprivation, subjugation, indigence, poverty, and dependence on 
others for basic needs of life; these are all the ‘Azaab in this world according to 
the Quran. We should not be under the false impression that we are the beloved 
Ummah of our beloved Prophet (PBUH); that we are beloved servants of Allah 
since we are Muslims; that we cannot suffer ‘Azaab, only non-Muslims will 
suffer it. Dear friends! These are all self-deceptions, and are not based on truth. 
Our mentality is that life in this world is very short and therefore the only 
‘Azaab we need to worry about is that of the Hereafter. This mentality is 
wrong. My dear friends! Please remember! Those who are getting beaten and 
being trampled upon in this world will have no share in Jannah according to 
the Quran.

The result of transgressing the Divine laws: Destitution everywhere

The Quran says: O Prophet (PBUH)! Tell those who oppose you that 
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transgressing the Divine laws results in destitution in this world. That is how 
destruction comes: Barns are full of grains but the people are dying of hunger; 
trees laden with fruit become barren; the poor desperate for everythingthe 
children of the poor cannot even have a berry. This is how ‘Azaab occurs. In 
the example of the garden owners the destruction came from swarm of locusts. 
But this is just an example to illustrate the destruction. Swarm of human 
locusts is much more deadly. Everything may be there but the people still 
suffer hunger, poverty, and destitution all around due to wrong systems. Alas! 
The perpetrators of wrong system could understand this (68:33); that barn full 
grains become empty and fruit-laden trees become barren? If there is a wrong 
system then its perpetrators take everything and those who work hard and 
perspire day and night and produce the output remain deprived.  This is 
‘Azaab. How the Quran brings forth this so clearly! 

The result of following the Divine laws: Abundance of sustenance

The Quran has talked about of another group: “On the contrary, people who are 
conscious of the Divine law of sustenance and development of all (and give 
priority to the rights of the poor and needy) will be bestowed with a blissful life 
in which every kind of comfort will be available (68:34)”. There was an 
example of garden before. Here is also the description of garden “Jannaatin 
Na'eem” (68:34) but here all kinds of comfort will be available. Just think! 
“This is because We cannot treat people who obey Our laws in the same way as 
those who rebel against them. (When their paths are leading them in different 
directions, how can their destination be the same?) (68:35).” This is not 
possible. The Quran has given such an example that it is not a matter of 
ideology. Another place the Quran says that it will never be the case that Kuffar 
can dominate Momins. But the fact is that what we call now “Momins or 
Muslims” are under complete subjugation of non-Muslims!

The identity of Muslims

It cannot happen, according to the Quran, that Allah will make Muslims like 
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criminals. So, what is this that Kuffar are dominating Muslims? The only thing 
that one could conclude is that these are not Momins. The test for this is 
provided by the Quran; that Kuffar can never dominate the Momins; that 
Muslims can never be like criminals. What is the Quran saying? It is saying: 
What has happened to you that you make such decisions? Why do you make 
such wrong decisions? It is not right that crime is spreading in society so much 
and you say that this is temporary; that this is not a big deal; that this is nothing 
to do with being Muslims or Islam. But the Quran says otherwise: (They 
believe that they can do whatever they like, and there would be no one to 
question them.) Ask them, “What has happened to you that you are taking such 
decisions?” (68:36). Do you have a divine writ which says that no matter what 
course you adopt, the results would be to your liking? (68:37).

Dear friends! They say that Sir! it is not just one book but we have mountain of 
books in which these decisions are written that this world is for Kuffar; that it is 
for criminals. Momin will live in this world as a prisoner lives in jail. There are 
books in which it is told that poverty and indigence are the signs of pride; that 
humiliation and deprivation are signs of God’s servants. These are the books 
which tell what you want to hear!

You preach your own books

Dear friends! Anyone who has in front of him the Quran cannot go anywhere. 
But when you have your own books that you preach then you can go 
everywhere. Those are the books that you teach in your Dar-ul-Uloom. You 
give sermons based on these books. You make laws according to these books. 
You have these books with you and you embrace them with all your heart and 
mind. Whatever you want, these books give them to you. All right! You want to 
get Sharia? These books will give it to you. The Quran says: “Have you taken a 
promise from Allah that no matter what decision you take, you are bound to 
gain? Heads or tails, you will always win? And that Allah will hold the promise 
good till the Day of Judgment; and that you can do whatever you like, for you 
will gain in every case?” (68:39). Whatever you desire you decide, whatever 
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law you like you make it, and whatever fatwa you want you pronounce; and 
you think all these are from God although they  are based on your own books? 
Decisions are yours and you attribute to Allah. Do you think they will be 
become Islamic that way? Have you taken a promise from Allah about it? This 
‘Lamaa Tahkamoon’ is worth deep pondering. Dear friends! The Quran has 
said: ‘Inil Hukmu illa lillah’ Judgment rests with none but Allah (6:57).

To attribute one’s own decision to Allah    this is kufr

The Quran says: They who do not judge in accordance with the Quran are 
kafirs (5:44). So, do you have taken a promise from Allah or have you made an 
agreement with Him that whatever you decide that decision will be considered 
as coming from Allah? In (68:39) the word is “Tahkamoon” that means 
decision, govern, order, lawmaking. O Prophet! Ask them to bring their leader 
who bravely admits that he has made such an agreement with Allah and He has 
given full responsibility to him to carry out these decisions. Ask him to bring 
his partners and let him say that, yes; this is decision of the sharia sanctioned 
by Allah. Let them produce a book in which We have written these decisions; 
that they made promissory contract with Us. Ask them that if you do not know 
about it then bring your advisors who could produce such a contractual 
document: Ask them, “Who amongst you can dare say with absolute 
confidence that he has taken such a promise from Allah, which He is bound to 
honor? Furthermore, do they have any other partners? Then let them produce 
their partners to testify their claim.” (68:40-41)

The difference between Secularism and Islamic government

Dear friends! One thing, one word decides the difference between Islamic 
system and non-Islamic system: Where “Yahkum” or “Tahkum”, to judge, to 
order, to govern; if these are in accordance with the Quran then it is Islamic. 
And where “Tahkamoon” is that humans themselves judge, and do all the rest 
then it is secularism. Human judgment whether of today’s humans or of past 
humans all come under the category of “Tahkamoon” in which humans pass 

–
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judgment. In Islamic system, or Islamic sharia, or Islamic government, 
humans do not pass judgments but the Book of Allah does. Judgment is only of 
Allah (6:57) and He does not include anyone in His judgment, in His 
governance (18:26). How in clear words it is told: What? These are some 
books which you read and teach. It is written in them that no matter what life 
and behavior you adopt, the result will come out according to your liking? 
(68:37-38). In these books, all laws are made by humans. All books of fiqh are 
made humans whether of today or of thousand years ago. Have you gotten a 
promise from Allah that you decide, you judge; and all your judgments then 
will be called Allah's judgments. If you are truthful then bring the proof for 
this; bring your partners also who could provide the proof. (68:40-41).

Dear friends! We will move forward and we will see how, when the results of 
their wrong system appear, that it will not be possible for them to escape it. 
This has come again and again that the destructive results of wrong systems do 
not appear quickly. The Quran calls this the period of respite. After this period 
of respite when the destructive fruit of the wrong system becomes ripe then the 
destruction comes in a form that fields become devastated, orchards and 
gardens become barren, wealth and possessions get ruined, families and 
parties get finished, and the Divine laws become dominant. That time Muslim 
and criminal cannot remain alike. 

Dear friends! We reached verse 41 of Surah Al-Qalam today. We will take up 
from verse 42 in the next Dars.  

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of 
what we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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