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ENGLISH SECTION
SALAH MUHAMMAD SARIM, KARACHI || 60

Phone: 042-35714546 7 7 P

Cell: +92 310-4800818 (. /[ 212 /I - ( !LWM)I

Cell: +92 318 2221851 (uu«/&)‘546601 sUes725-B ™
idarati@gmail.com ﬂwww.facebook.com/Taluelslam

Bank Account Idara Tolu-e-Islam
National Bank of Pakistan, Main Market Branch Gulbarg Lahore

For Domestic Transactions For International Transactions

. IBAN:PK36NBPA0465004073177672
Bank A/C No: 0465004073177672 Swift Code: NBPAPKKAA02L
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Muhammad Sarim, Karachi

SALAH

Before we begin on the essential concept of Islam that is the system of
Salah, we should understand why it is necessary to discuss a topic which
is already so well studied and supposedly commonly understood. One
would naturally assume that if Muslims are truly implementing the
system of Salah correctly, the result of that implementation should be as
the Qur'an states too. That is:

SUPESUTRCIREH AL TR N PRI ICHIIH PR
Recite that which has been revealed to you of the Book and keep up
Salah; surely Salah keeps (one) away from indecency and evil, and

certainly the remembrance of Allah is the greatest, and Allah knows
whatyou do. (29:45)

i

It is clearly stated that if one is to keep up with Salah, they would stay
away from indecency and evil (the word " §)", or surely, only

emphasizes this fact). However, if we observe the Muslim world, we see
that let alone the people who offer prayers, even the people who lead the
prayers are not removed from these kinds of acts. In the above verse
Allah has explained a clear cause and effect, if one should uphold the
system of Salah, they will "keep away from indecency and evil". Due to
the effect not being visible one concludes that it is because the cause is
not there. Either Salah is not being offered, which we know is not true as
Muslims all around the world diligently offer Salah, or the current
understanding of Salah we have is flawed.

Let us look into a different interpretation of what the system of Salah is.



+2026 75 61 (AL
The root of this word is “ s Ju2” or "Sd-L-W". In classical Arabic, it

describes a second horse in a race running so closely behind the lead
horse that its head stays aligned with the leader's body, although it never
moves ahead of the leader either. The runner up horse is called (23! or
"al-musalli. This verse of the Quran further explains this point:

PP APV Y]
Surely my Lord is on the right path. - Surah Hud (11:56)

This shows we are meant to follow Allah and keep close to him, his laws
and the path he has set for us, as he himself is on that path. Who better
would know how to realize the potentialities of your nafs (which is the
goal of a Muslim) than the one with the perfect nafs. This can be made
even clearer by the following verse:

Y127 . 020s $..% .8 g.5 8 21 9T L s 74
CEo3a0 8 3080138011 20138 L0 2 LET S Bayaze L El2
But there came after them an evil generation, who neglected the system

of salat and pursued their own gains and desires. They will find
themselves facing utter destruction. (19:59)

The Quran uses a literary tool where it explains the meaning of a word or
phrase by using another phrase that means the opposite or an antonym.
This is one of those situations. It is stated that those who strive for only
their own personal benefit will surely only lead themselves to ruin. This
coincides with our previous point that we will only truly be successful
when we follow the path Allah has laid out for us in the Quran.

Allah has also laid out a condition for establishing the system of Salah:

s Sl 71 85ss 23 1334158 S D58 L8 3BT 91 G a1l
Those who, should We bestow upon them the authority to rule and they
do come into power, will establish the system of salat and pay the poor-
rate and enjoin good and forbid evil... (22:41)
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Itis very clear that Salah can only be established once there is a sovereign
state for Muslims. One cannot truly call themselves a Musalli unless
they are situated in a separate state which operates within the laws and
regulations Allah has placed upon us. There is a couplet written by
Allama Igbal on this very concept:

o/b!d/é_iufmg.i:(&

T < rﬂ/l J/‘g D"{:’ st

Just because the Mullah in India is permitted to perform his
prostrations (sajdah), The fool imagines that Islam itself is free!

This makes sense too, as the Quran provides a system which is only
possible when Muslims are in power, so that they may enforce the
decrees of Allah. The next question that arises is what the system of Salah
actually looks like. The Quran answers this beautifully

s glgabs 293
And the earth (land) He has created for the benefit of all living beings
(55:10).

sy 438207 73 pelastezs s0dss s
And We have provided therein (in the land) sustenance for you, and for
those for whom you do not provide (15:20)

SICls G udis (d 155 Gllbiag £ Gasalbia P
o ,Sigl.i::\)j
And after that He spread the earth and brought forth from it its water

and its pasture. And mountains He firmly set. (All this He did) as a
provision for you and your cattle (79:30-33)

53 ae 30 ahlad &5t BIESTRI slags dar BP3 I e g 03550 K J3
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Say thou: Do ye indeed believe notin Him Who created the earth in two
long ages and ascribe ye unto Him rivals? He (and none else) is the
Nourisher of the universe. And He placed therein stable mountains
above it and blessed it, and measured therein its foods in four periods
(seasons of the year), alike for those who stand in need of it (41:9-10)

These verses make it obvious that Allah is saying the resources are for
mankind and whosever needs these resources should be able to take
advantage of them freely. Hence, for one to own the means of production
and hoard resources is a seemingly un-Islamic concept. The means of
production should be owned by the state, and they should be the ones that
are responsible for providing it's citizens the basic necessities:

5 a3 jjjl’}:
We will provide for you and your children (6:151)

Not only that an individual should work hard and earn and produce as
much as possible, keep that is basically and essentially necessary for his
own upkeep and of those for whom he is personally responsible, and give
away the rest for meting out the necessities of others in need, as is
ordained in the Qur'an:

335855 s8IV BTAU G5 EUSS o 5501 S0 6 4833186 32255
And they ask thee as to what should they give (for the benefit of others).
Say: ""Whatever is surplus to your own requirements' (2:219),

and in this their attitude should be such as to declare:

¢ (P 0 ¢ s s (s
A3 8805 Y
We desire from you neither reward nor thanks (76:9).

To sum it up, the system of Salah is a system where they follow the
principle:
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and Allah's is the end of affairs. (22:41)

The Quran has already laid down the foundations upon which human
civilization can flourish, still some may ask, why not be more specific.
Why not talk about specific economic policies, bureaucratic systems,
etc. Well, the answer to that is quite simple. It is impossible to declare
specific policies as something that is to be followed for all of time. There
will always be changes in the economics, politics and cultures of the
world, so to set 1 specific policy for all times would ignore the nuances
and intricacies of the problems that modern civilization faces. The Quran
gives a set of permanent values upon which to build the foundation of a
successful, efficient, and productive civilization, however what to build
on that foundation, should be decided by people of that time. More
specifically the Quran says:

3436 13asb 3l
...theirruleis to take counsel among themselves... (42:38)

As long as a civilization operates inside the sphere of permanent values
provided by Allah, the ultimate nafs, and decisions are made by rational
individuals, an Islamic society creates an environment where every
individual will have the opportunity to develop their own nafs in an
optimal way. So where did this concept of Salah or Namaz that we see
today come from? At Rasoolallah's time masjid-e-Nabawi was a center
for important events where meetings were held and issues were
discussed. Before the meeting was held 2 rakaats were offered as a

symbol. Even in those rakaats—z .é.’.’j‘E\'j‘“\aJ\’gi\, 1s said, as the

believers are asking that in this decision too, they should be guided to the
path Allah has laid down for them. We see now that "namaz" was just a
small part of Salah and was seen as more of a symbol to bring the
intangible concept of salah into a tangible practice. This point is only
further clarified in the Quran:
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They said to Shu'aib: ""When you had asked us not to interfere in your
obedience to Allah, We had thought that it meant only your worship of
Allah. Now we see that it goes beyond that. Your Sal'at does not allow
us to adhere to the religion of our ancestors, no to use our wealth as we
like. You act as though our ancestors were ignorant and you alone
possess reason, and that you have a monopoly over sympathy for the

poor people. (11:87)

' ji;é.’?' J';m’ST 13205
17. It is not far off. It is summoning back everyone who had turned
away from the Divine System and had sought avenues of escape.
18. In other words he does not keep his wealth freely available for
public welfare, but amasses and hoards it by filling his coffers and
blocking all its outlets (70:17-18)

o Q,C«u!u’ "’l &3l b u.n- Q,Ab,o.v-%l’ 51 UJ\l d-a,:

4. In order to show himself to be a religious person, he offers a lot of
prayers. For such people prayers become a source of self-deception
because they are deceiving themselves (and others) that they are the
virtuous.

5-6. They, in fact, are oblivious to the concept of Salat. The objective of
Salat is to establish a society in which everyone follows Divine Laws,
and every human being continues to receive nourishment. People are
oblivious to its objective and their consequential responsibilities; and
after performing visible rites, they believe they have fulfilled the duties
assigned by the Almighty

7. The outcome of such self-deception is that while on the one hand
they do offer prayers, on the other they take total control of the sources
of nourishment. These, however, should remain open and available,
like ever-flowing springs, for all needy people. They are thus depriving
the needy of the sources of nourishment (and thus belying Deen).
(107:4-7)
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