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FROM RITUAL TO SERVITUDE:

THE TRUE MEANING OF &LJ
AFIA FAROOQI

Assalamu alaikum, respected guests. It is a privilege to be here with you today. While I
come before you perhaps not as prepared as I would like, I speak from the heart on a
question that concerns billions: In the 365 days of the year, does our worship truly lead us
to the destination demanded by the Quran?

The Essence of Abdiyat

The Quran does not merely demand ritual worship (ibadat); it demands
servitude—abdiyat. The essence of abdiyat is establishing a society based on the demands
of Allah. Originating from the roots ayn-bay-dal, this word signifies the profound
relationship between master and servant. It means a believer must move beyond rituals to
adopt complete submission.
The Student’s Labbaik P PR

Think of the words we hear most during Hajj: dedadued . Itmeans, "l am here, and [ am
at your service." Consider the relationship between a teacher and a student. A student who
says "present" arrives in a clean uniform, with polished shoes, completed homework, and
total focus. When that student excels, the teacher calls them their best.

Are we truly fulfilling the demands of Labbaik in our relationship with God? It requires
more than verbal utterance. It demands understanding the social system of the Quran,
recognizing divine attributes, and "dyeing" oneself in the color of God—molding your
life’s purpose to match Allah’s purpose.

Creativity and Progress

As stated in the Quran (35:1), the universe demands consistent progress, innovation, and
growth. It cannot stay stagnant. Therefore, as servants of Allah, our glory lies in generating
new ideas, inventing new things, and creating ease for humanity. This is how the Quran
saves human time and effort.

Knowledge must be used as a tool for welfare. For instance:

Finance should result in the economic betterment of all, not just personal profit.

Science (Physics, Chemistry, Geology) should lead to the discovery of resources so that
their fruits reach every member of society.

Knowledge should never be a tool for exploitation; it should be transformed into genuine
human welfare.

The Path to Falah

If humanity were freed from racial conflicts and class differences, we would see
accelerated progress and better utilization of resources. The Quran does not teach a
ritualistic worship; it teaches a form of servitude that makes life purposeful. It provides the
correct direction, saves us from wasting time on failed experiments, and shows us how to
achieve maximum results with optimized effort.

That s the true Falah. Thank you.
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