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Why do such errors in translation exist? They may be explained by the

facts that modern translators offen take up, rather uncritically, the
(1]

interpretations given by older commentators.
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In their day,the latter had an excuse for having given an inappropriate
definition of an Arabic word containing several possible meanings; °
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they could not possibly have understood the real sense of the word or

phrase which has only become clear in the present day thanks to

scientific Knowledge. °
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All the senses of the verb imply a movement that is associated with a motion that

comes from the body in question. If the movement takes place in water, it is 'to

swim'; it is 'to move by the action of one's legs' if it takes place on land. (P.161) °
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It appears therefore that a verbal nuance in the Qur'an refers to the

Sun & Moon's own motion. These motions of the two celestial bodies

are confirmed by the data of modern science. (P.162)
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It is inconceiveable that a man living in the Seventh century A.D.

however knowledgeable he might have been in his day, could have

imagined them. °
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O To pass right through and come out on the other side of a body (e.g. an arrow that
comes on the other side of a body). It therefore suggests a deep penetration and

emergence at the other end into the regions in question (P.168)
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The Bible, the Qur'an and Science.PP. 167-169. -éﬁiéwlgaaau&rw}g ek 0
(The word "if" expresses in English a condition that is dependant upon a possibility and either an
achievable or an unachievable hypothesis. Arabic is a language which is able to introduce a
nuance into the condition which is much more explicit. There is one word to express the
possibility (ida-/3f), another for the achievable hypothesis (in-¢/f) and a third for the unachievable
hypotheis expressed by the word (1au—j). The verse in question (55:33) has it as an achievable
hypothesis expressed by the word (in-¢/). The Qur'an therefore suggests the material possibility

of a concrete realization. (P.168)
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Whereas monumental errors are to be found in the Bible, | could not find a single

error in the Qur'an. | have to stop and ask myself: If a man was the author of the
Qur'an, how could he have written facts in the Seventh century A.D. that today

are shown to be in keeping with modern scientific knowledge? e
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" Even if We opened unto them a gate to Heaven and they were to continue ascending therein,
they would say: Our sight is confused as in drunkenness, Nay, we are people bewitched." The
above expresses astonishment at a remarkable spectacle, different from anything man could
imagine.

The conditional sentence is introduced here by the word lau (4) which expresses a
hypothesis that could never be realized as far as it concerned the people mentioned in these
verses. When talking of the conquest of space therefore, we have two passages in the text of the
Qur'an: one of them refers to what will one day become a reality thanks to the powers of

intelligence and ingenuity God will give to man, and the other  [4 5£'(5L]
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describes an event that the unbelievers in Makka will never witness, hence its character of a
conditon never to be realized. The event will however be seen by others, as intimated in the first
verse quoted above . It describes the human reactions to the unexpected spectacle that travellers
in space will see: their confused sight, as in drunkenness, the feeling of being bewitcheed This is
exactly how astronauts have experienced this remarkable adventue since the first human
spaceflight around the world in 1961. It is known in actual fact how once one is above the earth's
atmosphere, the Heavens no longer have the azure appearance we see from Earth, which results
from phenomena of absorption of the Sun's light into the layers of the atmosphere. The human
observer in space above the Earth's atmosphere sees a black sky and the Earth seems to be
surrounded by a halo of bluish colour due to the same phenomena of absorption of light by the
Earth's atmosphere. The Moon has no atmosphere however, and therefore appears in its true
colors against the black background of the sky. It is a completely new spectacle therefore that
presents- itself to men in space, and the photographs of this spectacle are well known to present
day man. (Bucaille, Maurice (1998). The Bible, The Qur'an And Science. Lahore: Islamic Book
Service. P.169).
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Here again it is difficult not to be impressed when comparing the text
of the Qur'an to the data of modern science, by statements that simply
can not be ascribed to the thought of a man who lived more than

fourteen centuries ago.(P169)
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It is quite common in the works of the great philosphers of antiquity to
find a mixture of valid and invalid ideas about the Universe.(P.162)
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The brilliance of these human works comes from the advanced ideas
they contain.(P.162)
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but they should not make us over- look the mistaken concepts which

have also been left to us.(PP.162-163)
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From a strictly scientific point of view, this is what distinguished them
from the Qur'an. (P.163) ©
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In the latter, many subjects are referred to that have a bearing on
modern knowledge without one of them containing a statement that
contradicts what has been established by present- day science.
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© Bucaille, Maurice (1998). The Bible, The Qur'an and Science. Lahore: Islamic Book

Service.
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The Qur'anic description of certain stages in the development of

embryo corresponds exactly to what we today know about it, and the
Qur'an does not contain a single statement that is open to criticism

from modern science. (P.205)
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I also find it unreasonable to suppose that as brain those powerful entities of

intelligence, personality and memory simply cease to exist.

u'”jaLfl,?l“afjﬁt;fj(Memory)ﬁbzbaizom’Viard/(Brain)f/L;u’! N
FEi Ut o e s U B, S S i PP Gune
f‘a%;wfj}ﬁu’l-ﬁﬁnuf

Far more reasonable is to believe that the essence of us escapes from a

container, the brain, which no longer is stable of supporting us and finds

supported in a new dimension.
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