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! [ Wish to express my profound thanks and appreciation to all my wonderful brothers
i'\lflw of the BAZM-E-TOL [J-E-ISLAM from different countries (some of whom are also AL-

I BALAAGH readers) who phoned me, wrote letters and sent sympathy cards, on the
| death of my wife Fatima, on 5 September, 1997. .

Their commiscration and compassion proved a real anodyne to me, strengthening and
uplifting my spirit. May Allah Subhaanahoo Wa Ta-aala bless them all, and keep them
happy and smiting ... ALWAYS !

A
Editor - AL-BALAAGH.
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Dear Subscribers s

7997 have expired, Renewasl/ fze for the year 1998 jn respect of the
patrons‘/rawbg Peshgi Account wits, us has been debiteq ¢, therr
respective accounts: others are requested please to renen, thesr

7997,

Bazms and Accousnt Holders sponsoring despatch of Magazipe ¢o
their fijends, refatives and fibraries asre requesied to jntimate
changes upto Dec 25, 71997 124ling which it shal be assumed that

: Yours lruly,
Mubammad (atiF Chaudhery
Djrector Idara T olu-e-Is/zm,




DECEMBER 1997.

ENTIONS ANSWERED IN CONVENTION 1997

U.‘ How come that so revolutionary and powerful a
philosophy and such positive and health giving concepts
and valuos are so flittle known and understood in the
counliry?

Lt by Miss Shamim Amwar - In answer to this question, let me state at the very
widaet that (e very fact the Quranic philosaphy and concepts are so revolutionary and
puwver il s the very reason for jts being so little known and understood. A
tevlutionary owtlook ¢an only be understood and accepted by an equally revolutionary
bl An unthinking and a dead mind cannot respond to it. It is not realised that .
tnilis tlaads like Nabi Muhammad (PBUH), Abu Bakr, Omar and other associates are
b o particular social environment. Our traditional view of the then society sees
unhy the negative aspects of it. justifying the coming of the last Nabj among the Arabs
Iwcinse they were the worst group at that point in history. This is an crroneous view,
Hhiose who are interested in the subject should read the relevant chapter in Allama
wiwez's “Mairj-e-Insaniat™. It is an in-depth scholarly study of comparative
vivilisations and very enlightening indeed. In fact it forms the basis and a guideline to
iy answer to the question that rightly hothers many of us. A

Coming nearcr home we must face the fact that it was a decadent society that
was replaced by the British in the 18th and 19th centuries in South Asia. The fault lay
within the conquered society, not the conqueror, for the Dinine scheme of things does
not tolerate non-creativity and stagnation. W\ hile recognising all the cruelty and the
tumiliation that goes with such a situation as a nemesis, it cannot be denied that once
the hostilities calmed down the British established a “rule of law” and administrative
Wity and peace in g country that was badly splintered, teriorised and looted by gangs
of “thugs.” What is more, they established both government and private schools and
volleges from the vears 1813 onwards, In the second half of the 19¢h Century
universities of Bombay, Madras, Calcutta, Allahabad and the Punjab came into being.
Apart from being pulled up into the 19th Century by being imparted upto date
hnowledge, a whole lot of creative activity bloomed in the country. Parsi theatre, Prithvi
Raj Theatre, Udey Shankar Trouwpc. dramatic and debating societies in the educational
mstitutions helped in forming lively and forward looking attitude in the up and coming
new generation. It was in this atmosphere that among many others, Sir Syed Ahmed
Khan, Igbal, Jinnah and Parwez grew up. These were the scholars and leaders who
heroically met the challenges of Hindu and British opposition, awakened the masses
with their Quranic idealism, not only to save them, but save humankind form tw
ruthlessness of both capitalism and communism, Indeed, creation of Pakistan is it ¢
miracle of the 20th Century, a challenge to the world-wide onrush of anti-hssnn nigl
nurrow perceptions of the time. ‘
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- stupidity that goes with it, but rely even on their dead bones in the tombs instead of

. is to black out the name of Parwez. Consequently, no writer, ]ournahst or teacher cai
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What happened to this revolutionary and powerful idealism? Pakistan waj
hijacked by the Pharaohs, Qaroons and Hamaans of today. This counter- revolutiof
played havoc with the people, but there was method in their madness. To begin with,}
they virtnally took possession of the educational institutions and sabotaged the}
educational process, cutting at the roots of the future generation. Along with this, every;
expression of creative activity in the realm of thought, sound, colour and rhythum wagj
declared “haram”. Every vestige of enjoyment and sound of laughter is unbearable td
the pious ones. In such an inhibited and perverted atmosphere even an accomplished
artist like Roshan Ara Begum could not sing any more, leave alone producing: any
enlightened society and leadership at all levels. On the contrary any emergence of
leadership is thwarted. We have regressed into decadence once again, back into the pre
- Sir Syed era.

The counter- revolution has had another very devastating and deep-rooted ]
effect. This is the downsizing and degrading the status of women: This is not so simple
as it seems. We tend to forget that women and wives are also mothers, and it is in the |
mothers lap that the nation is born. Varied expectations of husband and a son from the
same person is perhaps the b:ggest contradiction of human existence. The vendetta of a §
rejected woman ends up in an insecure, frightened and deprived society, which fai from |
responding to a revolutionary message of freedom and creativity, tries to escape and-!
run away from it, back so to say, into the mother’s womb. Of course the umbilical cord
is never cut. To maintain freedom, every new generation must be reared in freedom.
There have been more than one example in human history when given a change to be
free, a society has surrendered to an authoritarian set-up where they do not have to
make decisions and take 1esp0n5|bllltles for it. By and large, we are so scared of the .
hollowness within us that we not only lean on living ‘Sufis’ and ‘pirs’ and all the

relying on their own potentials. No, such people cannot be lured by r‘évolu’tionar'v ideas
Earlier on 1 talked about the Pharaohs and Qaroons of today It is they who rule

the roost in this blighted country. They own the resources of the land and they sit in the |
- so-called legislative assemblies. Every move of theirs is to maintain the status quo..
History has proved. that no country has made progress unless these owners themselves ..
have not been freed from the curse of ownership. It is only then that peuple can and wrll .
respond to revolutionary idealism, - i
-Over and above all this, looms large the powel of propaganda. Todav the
technological means of propaganda are enormous and global, but it is nevertheless an '
“ancient method of maligning the exponents of the revoluticn and hoodwinking the - ]
gullible public. who unthinkingly lap it up. Tolu—e-lslam is the victim of a most- “vicious .
and well-financed propaganda machinery, creating a curtain’ of ignorance in the public -
nmind. It is a two-pronged attack: One is to misinterpret and’ scare the people; the other:

quote him directly by pame, whlle references to Rousseau J Stuart Mlll Hegel Marx
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,Mum Mawiloudi, Coandhi and Nehru carry no prejudice. All this is also done through
I nint methody by example decades ago, there was terrorist like protest against the
woshiy podl menncenient of Parwez’s lecture in the precinets of his own home printed
i the volwoms ol w docal daily. During Ayub’s rule, there used to be a daily
"t eedbent '« House Cirenlar” wherein the names of visitors to the President were listed.
theenatunnlly Puiwes's name appeared in the list. There was an agitation against this
e bie bt il e was blacked out. Terrorism is a method that religious political
fueHee e wsed 1o cow down newspaper offices and PTV centres against certain
pslie dee i 11y (hemselves are not given enough publicity. If the world has found any
witt bt b s cowardly terrorism, at teast | am not aware of it.

Lol ¢ Islam also has an inherent barrier, if it may he called a barrier. It is one
iy tu project a new book, but quite another to present a book that already exists for
the lust fourteen centuries, believed in by millions of people in its particular
miaterpreted and distorted form, To go on repeating the familiar things by the
teligions political groups is very comfortable for traditional group. Anything
wilnmilinr is frightening to them.

In any case, those who admire the revolutionary philosophy of the Quran would
know that it is a struggle between the haves and the have-no®. You are up against a
maxsive nnd brute foree of the vested interests and their crafty machinations. One can
mlv strike when one is ready for it.

However, one should not look at the situation pessimistically. It is very seldom
thit Nubi Mubammad (PRUH) gets an Omar, or Igbal a Jinnah. It is even more seldom
tHud an all rounder like Sir Syed Ahmeéd appears. In the meantime, our duty is to
tontinue projecting this revolutionary idealism, individually and collectively, quietly
il with dedication. A lot of sound and fury does not signify anything. It is shallow. The
cutly phuse of a genuine revolution is imperceptible. When it becomes perceptible, it
shakes the world. We must also remember that Tolu-e-Islam professes to be an
intellectunl movement appealing to the educated and the student community. It is
ol (o be a slow process. It is not very glamorous to sit in a corner of a room reading
wml vesenrching dusty and musty books and manuscripts, As the Quran says, one
shauld continue to struggle without expecting results in ones lifetime. Being in a hurry,
iy wdvice is hard to swallow, but it is the only way. '
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