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MOSQUES... ... WHY BOTHER?

By
Asela Ali (London)

A place of congregation is actually wherever we remember Allah. It is not
a building but a voice in our hearts and minds. The mosque was merely
an extension of our faith; a method whereby our weak and inconsistent
minds sought physically, in the company of others, to glorify Allah — the
One Whose glorification lies in our submission to Him.

The interests of the community and the perpetuation of the Faith are a
greater priority than property. Muslims today fail to realise the importance
of the Ummah. Considerable time and effort are spent making divisions
within the Faith, assuming superiority of one over the other and fighting
among themselves. It is little wonder, therefore, that non-Muslims view us
with a perplexity and generates unknown fear in their minds against us.

All the former great empires of the world were based on the principle of
‘divide and rule’. This year, the world remembers seventy-fifth anniversary
of the coming to power of Hitler and how it took a considerable effort to rid
Europe of his evil. Recent events in Eastern Europe borne witness to the
fact that people who work together win together, whereas those who do
not face calamity.

The future of faith is at risk and we sit on our complacent posteriors
thinking, “We have bought/built a mosque, therefore, we have
accomplished something.” What was the point? Worship is a personal
thing.

The mosque may be a place of ‘worship’ but surely, ‘worship’ ( ibadah) is
everything we do in Islam as it is for the glorification of Allah. The mosque
therefore, is not for prayer alone but to be used as a community centre
where everything that everyone does is to put into practice the teachings
of the Qur'an. Many view the mosque as the Christians view the church:
‘We go once a week (Friday) and that makes us good Muslims.” If they
really care about the Faith and its future, they would address their efforts
to the community also.
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Our internal squabbling will lose us these precious mosques. Our
divisions will tear apart the principles for which the buildings stand. If the
community is neglected, it will drift apart and every mosque in this country
may become redundant because no one will feel that there is a reason
any longer for its existence. The present expansion is to accommodate
the recent immigrant population, not the next generation. Already, some
mosques are seen as bastions for old men with long beards and out-dated
ideas.

People prayed at home before they had a building for congregational
prayer. Parents taught their children religious studies at home. Gatherings
to read Quran or celebrate festivals were held at people’s homes. The
atmosphere was that of familiarity. If anyone was missing, people noticed
and took it upon themselves to find out if anything was amiss. People felt
needed and cared for — part of a community. With all of this, who needs a
mosque? Paradoxically, the same people!

One example of a working Muslim community that | personally came
across is based in North London. Guyanese immigrants from South
America (including my parents) established United Islamic Association
(UK) and bought a building which used as a mosque and a community
centre.

Projects for and by the community emphasise the necessity of the building
and keep it in constant and varied use. Children should be a priority so
that we know that the youngest in our community were receiving correct
guidance in those crucial early years. Family matters, be they medical,
legal or financial, should be resolved within the larger family of the Ummah
rather than resorting to expensive lengthy court proceedings. Religious
education should be linked to the secular in order that when we fulfil the
tenet of ‘seeking knowledge from the cradle to the grave’, it is within the
framework of understanding that all knowledge comes from Allah.

Healthy minds go with healthy bodies and physical recreation should be
taken seriously. Allah in His wisdom did not formulate the prayer only as
means of obeisance; it keeps one fit too mentally, physically and
intellectually. Above all, children should see the mosque as a focal point —
the future lies in their hands. We have to educate, groom them to be the
future leaders of the Ummah. If they do not feel it worthy of continuance,
then, perhaps, it is not.
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The first large Muslim communities, thirty years ago, were able to
purchase churches in order to convert them into mosques because the
buildings were ‘surplus to requirements’. Hindus and Sikhs also took
advantage of the fact that the local Christians communities did not feel
that they needed to attend. Secularism was their creed. The only
churches that survived were those that were part of the life of the
community. The Quran states (5:47-51) that we must learn from the
mistakes of those who were given the scriptures before us. Islam is a way
of life and mosque should reflect that whole of life- not just prayer and
religious education. If they do not, then someone may be purchasing our
buildings- empty mosques — for use as car park developments, temples or
just houses of ill-repute. Wake up before it is too late




