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Wealth does not bring about excellence, but excellence makes wealth and every

gérwfu

thing else good for men, both individually and collectively.

| do not think it is permitted that a better man be harmed by worse.

One should be as good and as wise as possible, not to care for the city's
possessions more than the city itself.

| go to die, you go to live, which of us goes to the better lot is known to no one,
except the god.

That the most important is not life, but the good life.

Do not value either you children or an anything else more than goodness.
Philosphers are almost dead, as they have lost interest in physical/wordly
pleasures as body prevent us from seeing the truth.

Philosophy trains you to die easily, which enables them in the right way keep

away from all bodily possessions.
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MESSENGERS OF ALLAH

y

Maj Gen (Rtd) Thsan-ul-Haq
As discussed above, Allah has been sending guidance to humanity through
Prophets from the dawn of civilization till the times of Muhammad (pbuh), the
last of the Prophets. These chosen leaders were to convey Allah’s word to
humanity. This was a heavy responsibility. They were not chosen at random but
had to prove themselves to be worthy of taking on such a difficult mission. Moses
(as) is reminded of the trials and tribulations through which he lived and only
then:

“You came upto our standards for bearing such a burden....” 20/40

The people of Arabia asked Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) as to why they should
believe that he was telling the truth. He said :

Oslind D) Al (e ) jae oS i) a8
“Before I declared my Prophet hood, I spent a large part of my life amongst
you; can you not judge” —10/16

Once selected for such a difficult mission, Allah asked the messengers to convey
the words of God to their people.

......... Al iy Lab Jni ol ) €l 5 (0 ) 3l iy sl Ll
“O messenger, deliver that which has been revealed to you from your
Sustainer (Rabb) and if you do not, you have failed to perform your duty ..”
5/67.

The messengers are reminded that they are not the formulators of the Message.
Their job is to convey it to people.

........ &M\ Y g )l tela
“The duty of the messenger is only to deliver the Message ...” 5/99.

The messengers are to convey the words of Allah exactly as received without any
addition, subtraction or alteration

........ d-*..‘ Q‘ c;‘-‘l L.JlSL“J
“The prophet will not be dishonest in conveyance of the Message...” 3/161.
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The messengers will also set up an example and show by their actions that they
would be the first to follow the message as received without including any of their
own or other people’s inclinations in God’s words.

""" ) s Y el ol
“T follow ONLY that which is revealed to me ..” 6/50.

...... )\AASAL-‘IL}SM{;S.\M d).a\cg.ﬂ\ }A}\.AS;GMJ\AM\ ).uﬂ\
“Shall I then seek a sovereign other than Allah, when He it is Who has sent
down to you the Book fully explained ..” 6/114.

....... ) 3 g Uad W1 J gy (g0 Ll il
“And We sent no messenger but that he should be obeyed because he is
conveying God’s word...” 4/64.

The prophets were to be obeyed only when they themselves were obeying God.
The Prophets were to clearly announce that they were, like their people, human
beings. It was not within their mandate to formulate a permanent value system.

o2l al) (SUH Ll I s oS i U Lail 8

“Say: I am only a mortal human being like you. It is revealed to me that your
God is one God..” 18/110.

Vgl WS Ja oy Olsaw B
“Say, All power to my Sustainer: am I but a mortal messenger...” 17/93.

Even when evolving byelaws, the prophets were told not to dictate to their
people but instead, consult them and ask them for their views before going
firm on legislation.

o) Ban ol
“And, consult them in administration of state affairs ...” 3/159.

The Prophets’ mission did not stop after they had conveyed God’s message to
their people. Now, it was their duty to try and set up just and equitable society
based on the value system preached by them.

Al 5 S oSl 5 oSS 35 L) oSl by aSia Y sy S Uikl LS
“Even as We have sent among you a messenger from among you, who recites
to you Our message, then he sets up a society to promote your growth on the

right lines and teaches you the book and wisdom on which the book is
based...” 2/151.

bl e dl ST b @l (A B
“And I am commanded to be the first of those who submit” (6/14)
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So, the prophet had not only to set an example by being the first to believe but
also to lead their people to set up a just society. This leadership was not by
coercion but by persuasion.

ol b il el s Ainaall e sl s RSl 5 Juns ) .3
“Call to the way of your ‘Rabb’ (Lord) with wisdom and goodly exhortation
and argue with them in the best manner...” 16/125.

History of civilization is witness to the fact that Prophets like Abraham, Moses,
Solomon, Christ and others brought about major revolutions in their times to rid
their people of slavery, hunger and want. The last of the Prophets, Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh), set up such a remarkable society in his times that even in
modern times, he is regarded as the most successful man and revolutionary in
history so far.

In the process of consultations, differences of opinion arise in the process of
adoption of a particular course of action. Such differences would be resolved by
some sort of a consensus. But situations would arise when leaders were attracted
to a particular course of action but their people would appear to be inclined
towards another solution. In such cases, the Prophets were asked to seek a vote of
confidence from their people before embarking upon a plan of their choice. An
outstanding example was set at the time of “the peace of Hadeibia” (4 zla).
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) had traveled to Mecca along with his followers with
the intention of performing (short pilgrimage) ‘Umra’ (s_==). The unbelievers in
Mecca prevented the Muslim’s entry into Mecca. Muslims, in general, appeared
to want to force entry. The Prophet (pbuh) was inclined towards more peaceful
solution. He would rather have an agreement to visit Mecca next year. Sensing a
sharp difference of opinion, the Prophet (pbuh) sought and obtained a vote of
confidence before proceeding with his plan.

...... e ol Bla aled 3 i) Caad i saily A (piasall e dl a6
“Allah indeed was well pleased with the believers when they swore allegiance
to you under the tree and He knew what was in their hearts..” 48/18.

Those who were giving a fresh mandate to the prophet were actually only
demonstrating their firm faith in Allah because.

o) (8 Ayl () sadly Lail el gl 0l )
“Those who swear allegiance to you do but swear allegiance to Allah. The
hand of Allah is above their hands...” 48/10

Before we conclude this brief discussion on the prophets’ part in the matter of
“Limits of Allah” we should note that the prophets were to be obeyed only when
they were giving lawful commands.
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)Jyjua)m‘}]}\_uua&béﬂy U\g;‘; d.uu\_uu_ﬂ_m}d\ dg\; \J\‘;\.J\ L@.‘l“.!
g pra 8 linan¥ 5 Geda )l Ol O b‘;-u)m Oligm Y 5 oY 3l Y
NSt
“O Prophet, when believing women come to you giving you a pledge that they
will not associate aught with Allah, and will not steal, not commit adultery,
nor Kkill their children or deprive them of care, nor bring a calumny which
they have forged of themselves, nor disobey your lawful commands, accept
their pledge” 60/12.

A lawful command has been clearly defined by the Quran. A messenger or a
chosen leader of men entrusted with management of state affairs convenes an
assembly of elected people. Matters required to be resolved are put up for
consideration in this assembly. During the formulation of a course of action, it is
ensured that such actions remain within the “limits of Allah”. Merits and demerits
of proposed legislation are discussed freely. A consensus is reach according to the
agreed upon method of reaching such a consensus. A piece of legislation thus
passed would be called a lawful command.

We have so far argued that it would be useful for humanity if they were in
possession of a compendium of a broad, permanent value system which would
guide them in devising their own judicial and moral systems for their times. Islam
claims that the Quran and ONLY the Quran does contain such a compendium. We
are now ready to list such a value system governing various aspects of individual
and collective life. We will start with discussion of “Limits of Allah” in the

political spheres.
Tk dddddhh bbbt d




