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11. Consultation (Shoora). The Rasool (P) was enjoined to consult in
day to day matters and in affairs of moment, "~"Consult them in affairs. Then
when you have taken a decision put thy trust in Allah” (3:158)

12, Aesthetics. Unlike the animals man is endowed with an aesthetic
sense. a liking and taste for the apprciation of beauty. The Quran respects this
trait in man and considers it a necessary element in the growth and
development of his personality. "'say: who hath forbidden the adornment of
Allah, which He hath brought forth for His servants and the good things of His
providing?" (7:32)

13.  Forces of Nature. " And He has made subservient to you whatsoever
is in the heavens and whatsoever is in the earth all from Himself (45:13).

Islam demands from us to subdue forces of Nature for the Purpose of
utilising them in conscnance with the permanent Values for the benefit of
mankind (not for destrucive purposes).” says the Quran:

“'Only that survives in the earth which is beneficial for all mankind" (13:17)
which is in sharp contrast to Darvin's “survival of the fittest.’ Darwin's adage is
a clear indication, of Nature's cruelest principle "Might is right,’ The Quranic
view . on the other hand. stands for Right is Might.'

14. Knowledge and Education.You cannot conquer the forces of Nature
without the acquisition of adeéquate knowledge which in turn is possible only
through a well established, elaborate and all-embracing system of education.
The Quran is replete with injunctions to the believers to pursue knowledge. Tt
eulogises those who do it and condemns those who do not. Allah has Himself
exhorted the Apostle to pray O my Lord! advance me in knowledge" (Al-
Quran 20:114). It is inconcievable to imagine an Islamic society that does not
concern itself whole-heartedly and earnestly in the pursuit of knowledge and
acquisition of education. Says Quran “‘and none will grasps the message
except men of understanding (3:7) And if you cannot grasp the message how
can you establish a society in accordance with its contents".
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believers." (64:2) The believers form one universal ummah which is not to be
- divided on any account.

4. Human Personality Implies Responsibility. Every human being
will be held responsible for his own actions, rewards as well as punishment
(retribution) which none ejse will share, * whoever commits a crime commits it
against his own self" (4:111) and none other will be held responsible for it,
"NO bearer of a burden bears another's burden_" (53:38) This is the Law of
Requital ( NS AR ) and is at the root of belief in the
judgment Day and is therefore a Permanent Value according to the Quran.

5. Freedom. Paradoxically speaking freedom in Islam springs from a

type of slavery which is complete subservience to the will of God. In the
words of Allama Iqbal:

VA
ole"fdﬂ'g;@:;g,fﬂfj

d
-

Subservience is to God only. It means that none, not even the weakest ig
required to bow down before anyone but God. And none, not even the

strongest is permitted to force anyone by any means whatsoever to bow down
before him instead of God.

6. Justice. Justice is one of the fundamental Permanent Values ---_. a
corner-sione of the Deen and no distinction is made in this respect between
friend and foe:- And et not hatred of g people incite you to act, unjustly, Be
Just, that is nearer to observance of duty (6:8). In this respect Qurans guidance

. Confound not truth with falsehood. Nor knowingly conceal the
truth (2:42)

2. Hide not testimony (2:283)

3. Evidence must be given truthfully (4:135)

4. Benot an advocate for the fraudulent (4:1 05)
5. Neverbea suspporter of the guilty. (28 117}

6. . Be ye staunch in Justice, witnesses for Allah, even if it be
against yourselves or parents or kindred, a rich man or 3 poor man. (4:135)

But justice which means giving everyone his due I3 not considered
enough in the Islamic society. Adl has to be supplemented with IThsan which
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means making good the deficiency of those who, in spite of best offorts, do no:
earn enough for the nourishment and fullest development of their physica.
bodies and selves (personalities)

7.  Subsistence. According to the Quran, it is incumbent upon the
Islamic society to provide for the basic necessities of each and all members
comprising it. and make adequate provisions for the development of their
human personalities. A society that fails to establish this order of Rabubiyyah
and make it universal, does not deserve to be called Islamic. Having been
established in the name of God, the Islamic society is bound to proclaim:

“"We will provide for you and your childern” (6:152) Until the Islamic State
i1s fullv establised and has marshalled all its resources, this responsibiliv
devolves upon the affluent.

" And they ask thee as to what they should give (for the benefit of others)
say: whatever is surplus to your own requirements” (2:21() and in this their
attitude should be such as to declare, " We desire from you neither reward nor
thanks" (76:9). (It would be pertinent here to state that while the developmemnt
of our physical body depends on what we take the development of our seif or

personality depends on what we give (for the benefit of others)- “'In the
stablity of their own personality (2:265)

8.  Freedom of will -- no compulsion. "“There is no compulsion in
Deen" (2:256)

Islam does not advocate forced acceptance of the Deen. The Message has to
be fuliy absorbed and understood and subjected to the full light of Reason and
Intellect, keeping the mnd fully open, and accepted only after full conviction.
Acceptance without full conviction cannot truly be called Iman.( gl ).

*And say: the truth is from your Rabb, so let him who pleases believe, and
let him who pleases reject.” (18:29)

9.  Tolerance. When Islam does not believe in forced acceptance of the
Deen, it follows that those who choose to remain outside the fold would not be
treated unkindly as long as they remain peaceful and friendly (60:8). In fact
they are to be treated kindly and justly and allowed to enjoy all the basic
human rights.

10. Enforcement of Law. Allah Joveth not lawlessness” (2:203) It is
the duty of the Quranic Social order to “enjoin what is right and forbid what is
wrong.” (3:109)
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SALIENT FEATURES .7 ISLAMIC SOCIETY
By : Rafeeq Ahmad

A truly Islamic Society cannot be established except in an independent
Islamic state whose first and foremost requirement is the recognition of the
absolute sovereignty of Allah and Allah alone. “*The command is for none but
Allah” (12:40) “'Nor does He share His command with anyone whatsoever.

(18:26) and “'In the subservience of the Sustainer, let nobody admit anyone as
partner” (18:110)

But Allah the Transcendental Reality does not deal directly with human
affairs. He exercises His command by means of revelation through His

Messengers. ~"Say! shall I seek for judge other than Allah, when He it is Who has
sent unto you the detailed Book." (6:114)

Thus the sovereignty of Allah means the sovereignty of the Book The Holy
Quran. This in turn is exercised through an organization. The central command of
the organisation of Believers is the instrument to enforce the Divine law based on
the permanent values and injunctions contained in the Book, so the salient

features of the Islamic Society are in fact these permanent values and injunctions,
which are: '

1. Respect for humanity. The fact that every child at his birth is
endowed with a self or personality, entitles every individual to equal esteem
and respect, without any consideration whatsoever to the incidence of birth,
family, tribe, race, community, nationality, colour, creed or Sex, for says the
Quran: ‘

" Verily we have honoured all children of Adam (equally) (17:70)

2. Criterion of position in seciety. Equality of esteem at birth does not,
however, mean that all of them continue to have the same rank and status for
ever. Says the Quran, ""And for all there are ranks according to what they do".
(46:19) And the underlying principle for these ranks is, " The noblest of you in
the sight of Allah is the best in conduct” (49:13) . ‘

3. Unity in Humanity. All human beings according to the Quran are
members of one universal brotherhood. “"Mankind is but one community™
(2:213). There 1s only-one criterion for division and that is ideology. It 1s He

~ who has created all of you, some of you are non belivers and some of you are



