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Dear Readers,

We have pleasure in reproducing a thesis written by Miss
Shamim Anwar, of Kinnaird College, lahoie, under the ttle "Sir
Syed Ahmad khan as an Fducationist®, who, kerself a teacher, is
one of the most industricus students of the late Mr.G.A Parwez.

As the fitle suggests, this is a serious and honest effort at
rediscovering the type of education. our upcoming generations
need!

Idara-e-Tolu-e-Islam.

FOREWORD

A long tesearch paper on "sir Syed Ahmed Khan as an Educationist” was
written in partial fulfillment of the requii ment for the degree of Masters in
History at McGilt University, Montreal, Can 1da, in he year 574,

Lately, sudden intciest in Sir Syed Ahmed Khan has been evinced at the
highest governmental level. Plans for the esiablishment of "Sir Syed Ahmed
University” have been talked about a great deal. The term,” Nai Roshni Schools”
or "New light” is agan borrowed from Sir Syed. There is every danger of the
term becoming meaningless through repetition and without the results that Sir
Sycd aimed at, being in evidence.

Tn addition io 4ll this, the controversy over = odium of instruction that has.
been raging for the last decade, reeds 10 be 3700 10 hindsight, unemotionally.

This long research paper has been dug out after ali these years 10 help focus
attention on Sir Syed Ahmed’s view on various aspects of education and the
spirit behind them. I hope this small effort wilt prove to be vseful in untying

many knots.

At this stage 1 cannot help striking 2 personal neic &0 the subject. In my
numerous meetings and discussions with Allama G.A. Pawez, my guide and
mentor, I was exhorted to study Sir Syed’s. age and i.mes (0" course alongwith
fgbal’s and Jinnah's role in the freedom movement). Not caly has Sir Syed
shown tremendous depth and profundity it the understanding of the Quran,
explained Parwez, but also shown unigue and keen insight into the socio-
;f;;n;;g; cg]?;né;c;g; ggltie L;’;HCS he ﬁlVbu in. During the course of my writing

» 1O as been highly vindicated, even though I have barel
touched the fringe of his thought and personality. y

93-Jail Road, ' -
Lahore. S.A.
July, 1987.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION
THE FALLEN NATION

Tn 1857, the year of the "Mutiny”, the Muslims of India lay prostrate and
bleeding at the feet of the conqueror. The defeat, complete, and gory with heavy
reprisals, threw them recling into a state of hopelessness: but it also shocked
them out of their somnambulance into the realisation that politicalty they had
ceased to exist. As the last of the Mughuls, Bahadur Shah Zatar, iolted on his
humiliating jourmney towards Rangoon, the legal myth of the Mughul sovereignty
was exploded and Queen Victoria proclaimed the Enipress of India. This was, of
course, a change in name only of what was already a fact for many a decade.
Stage by stage, by means now dubious, now cruel and viojent, the Muslims were
denuded of their political, military, civil, judicial, and econonic power and ail
{heir traditional educational facilitics and resources. They were alrcady a falien
nation, headed by an Emperor whose presence was not cffcctive even within the
four walls of the Red Fort in Delhi, and who, a pensioner of the East India
Company, was found pleading helplessiy for a raise in his pension. He was
indeed a befitting symbol of his people.

In describing the condition of the Muslims in India at the time, W.W.
Hunter’s "The Indian Mussalmans” first published in 1871, reniains stilt the most
outstanding contribution on the subject. Although he has written miainly on his
obscrvations and cxpericnces of the Muslims in Bengal, the book is gasily
applicable to the other parts of the Sub-continent as well. AL Murshidabad”, he
writes, "a Muhammadan Court stilt plays its farce of mimic state, and in every
District the descendant of some line of princes sulleniy and proudly eats his heart
out among roofless palaccs and weed-choked tanks. Of such familics 1 have
personally known several. Their ruined mansions swarm with grown-up sons and
daughters, with grand-children and nephews and nieces, and not onc of the
hungry crowd has a chance of doing anything for himsclf in life. They drag on a
listless existence in patched up verandahs or leaky outhouses, sinking deeper and
decper into a hopeless abyss of debt, till the neighbouring Hindu mongy-Tender
fixes a quarrel on them, and then in a moment a host of mortgages forcclose, and
the ancient Mussaiman family is suddenly swallowed up and disappears for
over."1 This description is pathctic cnough but what is more pathetic is when "It
any statesman wishes 1o make a sensation in the House of Commons, he has only

-
i W.W. Hunter, "The Tndian Mussalmans” page 131,
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to truly narrate the history of one of these Muhammadan families of Bengal."2
Hunter goes on to give details of the number of Muslims employed in civil,
military, judicial and revenue departments in the expanding hegemony of the
East India Company and the post-"Mutiny" period of the British Rule. The
number is atrocicusly insignificant in every department indicating that chances
for career almost did not exist so much so that "therc is now scarcely a
Government Office in Calcutta in which a Muhammadan can hope for any post
above the rank of porter, messenger, filler of ink-pots, and mender of pens."3
This caused "such an everlasting despondency” that some Orissa Muhammadans
petitioned the Commissioner Mr. E-W. Molony, saying "that we would travel
into the remotest of the earth, ascend the snowy peaks of the Himalayas, wander -
the forlomn regions of Siberia, could we be convinced that by so travelling we
would be blessed with a Government apointment of ten shillings a week."4 The
poignancy of the situation becomes more acute when it is known that "A hundred
and scventy years ago it was almost impossibie for a well-known Mussalman
Bengal to become poor, at present it 1s almost impossible for him to continue
rich™.5 This comment made by Hunter epitomiscs the cqualion between the
British and the Mustims, the ruler and the ruled in the nineteenth century. Being
the former congucerors and rulers for almost a thousand ycars, the Muslims had
menopolised high military, civil and judicial posts. As the political power and
sovereignty was wrested from them, all these avenues were blocked. What made
it worsec was the psychotogical barrier of mutual distrust accentuated by the
brutal atrocitics committed by both on each other during the "Mutiny™. The
Muslims could not be trusted anymore in the Army; they could not be made
responsibie for any high civil office. And it was not only a question of
sovemnment service. The Resumption of Land and ferfeiture of Trusts, Jedicated
10 cacationé by means that could not be described fuir by any standard,
adversely cffected a very wide range of cconomic and cducational activilies,
Replacement of Persian by English as the official Tanguage in 1829 was like
hitting the last nail in the conffin, Without the knowledge of the English language
the Muslims were knocked out of all political and official participation in the
country. But then, the Muslims themsclves stood on the wayside in alool and

haughty disadain, refusing 1o trade with the cnemy, refusing to serve him,
refusing 10 leamn the English language, refusing (o siep into a new world thit the
change of masters was ushering into the country. To & very great extent all this is
understandable. Tt is not very casy to accept a scrvile rolc afler having

Ibid page 132.

Ibid page 145.

Thid page 150,

W.W, Hunter, "The Indian Mussabnans” page 134,
More will be said about cducaiion in a later Chapier.
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determined the destiny of the country for many centuries. This attitude can be
further crystalised and understood when compared with the Hindu atlitude, who
readily cooperated with and accepted the British presence because [or them their
frecdom was not newly lost. For them it was merely a change of masters.

The question that arises [rom the description of Muslim condition in 1857
is a deeper one and more fundamental. Why did this happen? The Muslims fost
cverything as we have seen above, but this loss, so vividly and poignandy
narrated by Hunter, so well-conversant as he was with the feelings and condition
of the Mustims; is still at best an outward manifestatiohn, an external expression
in the concrete material sense of what was lost within the mind or what may be
defined as a particular approach towards life. After all, as Hunter has argued, the
Muslims were not inferior as people. "The Truth 158", he says, "The Mussalman
were the superior race, superior not only in stoutness of heart and strenglh of
arm, but in power of political organisation and in the science of practical
government."” Obviously then, something had gone wrong or was wrong long
belore the actual political decline and fall began. Their political extinction was
only the naturat and logical sequence to certain destructive ¢lements that had
crept into their way of thinking, corroding their mental and creative energics. The
resultant social and political wv s became so widespread that the nation moved
steadily towards its doom.8

Although militarily and at times even politically some Muslim Kings had
shown tremendous vigour and innovation during their supremacy in India, the
fact remains that they and the general body of the Muslim people lacked
intellectual curiosity ‘and the desire to probe into the mystries ol Nature. "The
political system which came to dominate the Muslim world was not conducive 1o
free intellectual growth, The result was that not only progress stopped, but there
was actial rcgression, resulting in increasing loss of ebjectivily, moral courage
and intcllectual curiosity."? Babar was enthralled by the beauty in Nature and
attempted to live close to it as much as possible, but his appreciation was limited
to his acsthetic sense only. Then again, although he introduced gunpowder in
India, there was no further developrient in military equipment during his time or
alter him, The Mughal helplessness on the sca was pathetic ever since the days of
Akbar. It were the Portugese who gave safe-conduct to the pilgrims sailing ©
Mececa. Tt is indced surprising that a curious and open-minded Akbar did not take
any meaures, although he was the first Mughal Empcror to have scen the sca,
was in contact with Europeans and was aware of the limitation of his "navy". He

7 Ibid page 145.
B Shahid Hussain Razzagi "Sir Syed Aur Islahi Muashra” page 10.
9 S.M. Ikram, "History of Muslim Civilisation in India and Pakistan" page 442




b e the possibilities of the printing press, and what it could do for
yamd endfiizhtenment. This was S0 in spile of the fact that Babar and
e ke most ilusirious and dynamic of their “dynasty. Thus "An
e samercss pervades the ages”, says Tasadduq Hussain. "Time rolls on
m cemiury 10 century, dynasties rise and f{all, the potitical world is full of storm
and stress. but they leave the world nearly the same as they found it."19 The face
that the Muslim India showed to the world was immobile. The courtiers in the
palace were the "yes" men of the time, servile and unthinking. The people as a
whote were mortally afraid of change. Everything, every idea, every institution
{hey were born into was sacred and untouchable and hence unchangeable. This
mental attitude was upheld and protected by the *Ulema’ and in alliance with the
powers that be they maintained the status quo. To achicve this they kept the
nation at a high emotional pitch, arousing them against anyone that dared
question the cstablishment. This kind of an approach took deeper roots after the
failure of the "Mutiny” in the form of ancestor worship. To the Muslims at this
stage of their history, their ancestors were the perfect people who had created the
perfect world. Theirs was the last word. The vanous concepts, institutions, and
usages that they lived in and perfected. must be revived or retained, as the case’
may be, exactly in the forms the ancestors had left them. They must shun the
present and live in the glorious past, an cternal theme that was embellished by
many a poet and good humourcdly bantered about by E:M: Forster in his
"Passage to India". Perhaps this is the characteristic of the poctry of the fallen
nation, a nation that is afraid to face the tomorrow, for it is dark and unknown
and frightfully risky. An escape into the past is familiar territory and hence
comfortable, It was an cxicnsion of this very mood that Muslims w.re afraid to

venture forth on the high scas and distant lands. They just withdrew into thieir
shells.

Onc of the worst fcatures of the declining period was the loss of joy in the
world around. The beauty of Nature that thrilled Babar and Jabangir no longer
scemed beautiful to their descendants. Their eves, ears and noses atrophied Lo all
beautiful sights, sounds and smells. Actually for them this world had no values of
its own, their gaze was {ixed on the hereafter. Life thus became drab, ugly and
uncreatively monotonous. All creative activity which had blossomed in the form
of craft, artisanship, arhitecturc and music, to mention the best in the Mughul
heritage, was now reduced to blind repelition, gencration after generation and in
the same families and castes. Creativilty as a human poteniial. even in the
innocent arls as mentioned above became taboo. Everything beautiful was
"haram” according to the "fatwa" of the "Ulema". Life becamse uncouth and

10 Tasadduq Hussain "Hali, The Poet, the Critic and the Biographer” page 1.
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devoid of cutture, and inevitably ended up in occupations that were unproductive
and unaesthetic, bordered on emptiness and perversity,

Lucknow, the capitl of Awadh, which was supposed to be modelied on the
Mughu! Court of Dethi and which attracted away its people during the twilight of
the Mughuls, became the symbotl of this decadent culture. Literature of the time

“accepted no social responsibility and it expressed no humanitarian interests. With
an exception here and there, it smacked of defeat and exhaustion and escapism
from the grim realities of life.t! Graham Bailey says: "Lucknow peetry reflected
the court. It gave itself upto extemal things, such as outward omament, rather
than beauty of thought. It developed rules for language and idiom, restricted
poetic licence and laid down laws for prosody and figures of speech, especially
similies and metaphors. Vigour of style and depth of thought counted for little,
verbal accuracy and idiomatic use of words were the ideal".?2 In Darse-
Nizamiyah of Lucknow “"More attention was paid to the form than to
substance."13 In fact all theological instruction was scholastic and obscurantist
and scctarian. It did not touch the head and the heart of the student. The life force
was left unmoved allowing it to stagnate and fossilise itself. Percy Brown
describes Lucknow architecture as works of "outward show and tawdry pretence”
whose "style has no spiritual values."

Thus literature, theology and architecture are some examples 10 show the
inner defeatest mentality of the later Mughuls, in the light of which alone can the
work of Syed Ahmed Khan be fully comprehended, and his educational policy .
properly studied. However, this is not the end of-the story of the fallen nation:
This failure to respond to the challenge of life found a rationale and a
justification in the philosophy of fatalism or "tagdir". All calamities were
preordained by God, and no individual or collective rcspobsibility was
recognised, for human cffort in any. case is of no avail. "With this disintegrating
and enervating doctrine,” Says Tasadduq Hussain, "their self-complacency led
them to the fantastic notion “that Allah was on the side of the Mussalmans
withoui being sure that they were on the side of Allah.!"14

An equally encrvating doctrine was that of mysticism or "Sufisim”, a
version of nco-Platonism that had been gaining ground. It talked about the
unreality of this world, about a vague emotional link with God and the ultimate
merger into Him; it glorified death and bred pessimism among its believers. All

11 Tasadduq Hussain "Hali, The Poet, the Critic and the Biographer" page 6.

12 § M. Ikram, "History of Muslim Civilisation in India and Pakistan” page 394.
13 Ibid page 390.

14 Tasadduq Hussain "Hali, The Poet, the Critic and the Biographer” page 7.
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“his led 1o ascetism and other-wordliness.15 Sufis and Saints abounded with hosts
of followcrs or "murced” all over the length and breadth of the country. In fact
Bahadur Shah himsclf was more of a Sufi to his people than a king. Having lost
their virility, unable to cope with their own scnse of defcat they shut their €yes n
mysticism to the impending calamity, thinking they were safc by rejecting the
world. They did not realise that if they rejected the world, the world was going 1o
reject thent.

When it comes 1o cscaping from dospair and the selfcreated ugly
cnvironment, it can find other channcls of escape as weil. ¢l weis of depravity
and licentiousness, of which Lucknow was again the Tooos. 2org W in Delhi and
other towns. There were others who took shetter in tawdry dnsels and sham
shows. C.F. Andrews has given an interesting account of this about life in Deiki
wFestivals wele common”, he says, "and Ly wire kept with great pomp and
ceremonial. Processions through the city were aimost a daily occurance during

; e WRATIASE season, and ENMCNSE SUmSs - moncy were spent in wedding

r-ured clothes were the fashion, and the
"2 o=¢ ancoiar in their splendid costumes ... The horses
: rode through the streets of the city, had gorgeous trappings.
i (here were Treguent cavalcades with {inkling bells and costly cquipage

“The finest sight in sucets, which was in @ cerain somse 1ho pride of the
inhabilans of Dol m those. by-goas davs. WIS WO 12 roval elephants,

 oovennd with chotl of o, with hogz 2 27 w-u i3 oo their backs, and they

wone el fim @ sumtrliy, slow TTOCCSIICT Trouch the sireets.'16 Such were the empty
e ard snoi aEs e wasie of wealth while the nation was dying. Young men
1 -=~ir ume in the strects {lying kites, cock-fights, archery and watching
~rooossions when they should have been going to good schools and colleges.
Syed Ahmed was keenly aware of this for he himself had scen it all. Hadi
Hussain has summarised the situation s {otlows: "The tone of atl-round political
and social decay was, however, sct by the effete court, which was at once a
symbol of past glory and a portent of impending disaster. Time-honoured rites
and customs and an ultra-conservative attitude of clinging to the dead past
appearcd 10 receive official confirmation from the Mughal Emperor and his
Court. it was a medley of ritualisar, docirinalism, fanaticism, obscurantism and
sectarianism, passing for religion among the Muslims which Shah Abdul Aziz
and other successors of Shah watiullah addressed themsclves (o rectifying. In
any case, participation by the royal family in the social life of Deihi in its
fostivals, fairs and processions, its cock-fights and compctitions of kite-flving,

Ibid page 7-8.
Quoled by Percival Spear in “Twilight of the Mughuls” page 198-195,



