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THE PROPHET OF ISLAM

(Poetry Iambic Pentameter)
By
Elsa Kazi

The World in bondage lay, ‘t was dark and bleak
Humanity no more the ‘Light could seek.

With ignorance and superstitions drunk
Humanity in heavy sleep had sunk.

The Ebb had come, an ebb so low and drear

It seemed the tide could never re-appear.

No hope was left for lost humanity

And earth and heaven groaned in agony.

Then in the desert barren and forlorn

A voice announced: “THE MESSENGER IS BORN™.
Then flashed a radiance thro’ the desert gloom
The tide advanced to make the desert bloom.
The waste into a field of flowers turned

And for the ‘Light’ the least and lowest yearned
When Prophet’s voice across the desert hurled:
“Arise and Warn” the waking, groping world
Then rose from bed of sloth and low desire.
And made impetuous effort to aspire.

Each man was to the other reconciled
Humanity became the Prophet’s child.

From him it learnt to walk, to talk, the way

To read and write, to understand and lay
Foundation of its greatness; and to free

Itself and future world from tyranny.

It saw the way; it was no longer blind;

It learnt to discipline its infant mind.

It grew an ‘adult’ with a heart of steel

That could inspite of this so deeply feel.

With tenderness which is the sweetest trait

Of maiden hearts. It dropped all pride and hate.
‘T was fed on milk of high morality,

It learnt the noble art of chivalry.

To look with pity at the fallen foe;

To soothe afflicted hearts, and orphan’s woe.
To ‘give’ with joy and generosity,



To live for ‘service’ in humility.

To tolerate the creeds of other lands,

To join with men of every colour, hands.

And prove that man is bound by blood

Of “spirit’ not by body’s crimson flood.

The Prophet said: “In search of Knowledge go™.
And every Muslim let his home, to know

With spades and axes travelling round the earth
To excavate and seek the things of worth.

To make each value grow in breadth and height,
And make it glisten with superior light.

Not to retain the treasures, but bestow

The gems upon the ‘poor’ and make them grow
With wealth of knowledge rich. The Prophet said
Man should respect all things that God hath made,
Respect for ‘woman’ he did initiate.

On earth a paradise he did create,

Where man to every creature paid respect,

And never tried to trace an odd defect,

But value found in all, and knew a thing

That useless seems may sudden blessings bring.
The Prophet counselled envy to efface

Since all is God’s, wherever eyes do gaze

The East, the West, the fleeting time and space;
All universe man’s vision should embrace.

And Muslims learnt the uphill road to climb,
Emotions wild to lead to heights sublime.

To free the slave, and save the man that lies

In dust, to teach all fallen men to rise.

To tell the beggar not to beg, but give

Him lessons in a trade, to ‘work’ and live.

The Muslims learnt all matters to decide

With reason’s aid and ne’er a lie to side.

In judging never use high-handed might,

Nor let falsehood triumph over ‘Right’.

The Prophet swept away the ignorance

Of man’s belief that all was nought but chance.
He spoke of Destiny to which each soul

Is bound, and every Muslim learnt ‘control’,

To walk in harmony with God’s design

And learn Submission to the law Divine-



The Prophet cleansed the human heart of doubt.
The man the Signs of God pointed out.

The stars, the sun, the moon, the sky the sea;
The wind, the rain, the lovely greenery,

The ripening fruit; the wondrous Sign that lines
In seed that opens, grows and blooms, then dies,
In pearls, in minerals, in bird and bee,

In all creation’s perfect harmony,

Where eyes may look and never can detect

A flaw. He counselled Muslims to reflect

On all the wonders that creation held

Till love and awe the Muslim mind compelled
To ponder on the signs, to understand,

And wonders find in every grain of sand.

And Muslims studied then each plant and tree,
The flowers, birds and beasts, the treasury

Of earth they did explore, and patiently

They deeply probed in Nature’s Mystery
Evolving EVOLUTION’S history.

They found the trail of man’s forgotten past;
And life’s beginnings in relief they cast.

Quran, the holy Book their source became
Whence they derived all knowledge and all fame.-
The Prophet said, sun cannot overtake

The moon, and night its course can never break
To outstrip day, each floats within a sphere

Till its appointed term is ended here.

And Muslims studied sun and moon and stars,
And found that none can move beyond its bars,
They know, its limits when a thing exceeds

It chose the path that to destruction leads

The Prophet pointed out the ships that sail
Upon the sea, withstanding wave and gale

And do not sink; of BALANCE Prophet thought
The meaning of his words the Muslims caught,
And balance-point in every thing they sought.
In ‘EVEN’ and in ‘ODD’ the Prophet saw

A sign, that pointed to Creation’s LAW

To add ‘NEGATION?” that nature reigns,

And AFFIRMATION?” that the world sustains.
Experimental Science reared its head



Foundation of Research the Muslims laid.

In books they stored the wisdom they had found
That man should read and stand on firmer ground;
Islamic Culture spread from end to end,

Its ‘light” acknowledged was by foe and friend
The world had glimpses of Eternity,

Of Heaven and of Immortality.-

With Muslim music all the world was cheered,
The wandering minstrels everywhere appeared,
That sang of God, of faith, of happiness,

Of sacrifice, of loveliness,

With Science and Romance the world was thrilled,
With love and poetry the hearts were filled.

The barren earth became a paradise,

For truth had come, and dead were sins and lies.
Alas... the modern Muslim different seems;
Oblivious of his past, he plots and schemes;
The golden days of ‘Truth’ he quite forgot,
Who gave him freedom he remembers not.

He gropes in darkness now as once before,
Quranic values now his senses bore,

To them his ears are closed, he will not hear

Of things that purged his being of all fear

Of things that courage brought, that power gave
To body and to soul, a world to save

From chaos and destruction. Now he drifts

In discontent from place to place he shifts;

For ever seeking what he lost, and yet

Not knowing what he seeks; torn with regret
Not guessing why his spirit so doth fret

He plunges into greed, and seeks in vain

‘Lost Paradise’ in every worldly gain

The Ebb returned, life’s waters to recede

Now more and more starvation, dearth and need
Abound; where once abundance poured its wealth
But misery is found, and waning hearth.

For body and for soul there is not ‘Bread’

And hungry man false power grabs instead.

At Mammon’s throne he worships in despair
But weird inflated deity doth not care,

And showers piles of paper, that do pave



The way to hell. Thus man became slave

Of rank illusions; he again is blind

No more he owns the ‘seeing’ adult mind.
“Atoy... atoy... give me a toy”, he says,
And with the tinsel-toys all day he plays.

He runs from serious talks, and will not wait
To hear Quranic verdict of the fate

That faithless nations for themselves create,
He quakes to listen in his wretched state.

For him so stale Quranic views became,
“Equality” is but an empty name;

And “Brotherhood” a signal is to shed

A brother’s blood; with pride his heart is fed.
The chain of Unity to pieces broke

To bear it now would prove a heavy yoke.
The party spirit rules; the clan, the clique,
Not even that, for man of ties is sick.

The ties hat tied him to diviner source

Are cut, and downward, downward runs his course.
“Tis man’ gainst man and each the other fights
For bogus justice and bogus rights

Each fights the other for a higher place

That makes him lower, robs his soul of grace,
And of that quality thro’ which we pass

By worth from lower ranks to higher class,
“SINCERITY”, the passport that was given
To Soul by which alone ‘t may enter Heaven.

(Words and their meanings are the very essence of a language. That is why
Tolu-e-Islam has always been wary of translations, or a substitution of one word of a
particular language into another language. In this case, otherwise a beautiful and a
powerful poem, the word “Prophet” “for Nabi” is misleading. “Prophecy” as
understood by the Jews is completely irrelevant to the mission of the Nabi. He fulfils
his mission if he communicates the Wahi as he has received it, without adding to or
taking away anything from it. His purpose is not to prognosticate but to offer moral
guidance to man in the light of Divine Revelation. This is clear from another term
which is applied to a Nabi. He is “Rasool” or messenger.

The Quran is explicit on this point:

O Children of Adam! Whenever messengers come to you from among you,

who narrate to you My Revelation, then whosoever follows it and amends,

there shall come no fear upon them nor shall they grieve (7:35).

So the term “Prophet” in the poem may be considered as “Messenger”. It
makes all the difference. Tolu-e-Islam.)




Laws of Nature

(A Letter to Grand Children)
By
Rashid Samnakay-W. Aust.

My dear Uzmeena and Abid

I am glad that your exams went well. You must have worked hard at your studies.
Every thing else being fair and just, you should get good result for your efforts.
However you ask me to pray (duaa) for your success. My good wishes are with you,
although I am sure you are mindful of Allah’s promise to us “...never will I suffer to
be lost the work of any of you, be they male or female” 3-195.

The fact that you have both combined to raise the issue of hard work and its
consequences (reward) is a sign that you are turning your attention to the broader
issues now that you are free and on holidays. However you seem to be also concerned
with the plight of the Muslims all over the world to day! It is understandable,
considering the sad news all around us!

While Physics is still fresh in your mind, I thought I should utilise the following to
address some of the topics raised in your e-mail.

Mechanics of ad-Deen (God’s laws of Requital)

Some physical laws of nature can also be applied to the laws governing a society. For
example it is possible to apply the Newtonian laws of motion, in a generic sense, to
the Code of life ‘ad-Deen’ as given in Quran.

Consider the 1% law of motion:

15t "W_A body remains in its state of rest unless it is compelled to change that
state by a force impressed on it.

If the word ‘body’ is replaced with the word ‘society’, then simply put, it would mean
that action is required to change the status quo of the society if it is desired to make a
change to it. However it is essential to know what kind of change is required.

In the context of ad-Deen, the imperative is that there has to be a conscious
realization, in the first place, that the status quo is detrimental to the salaah and
falaah- welfare and developmental progress of the community at large and therefore
it needs to be changed.



In the absence of this conscious realisation, that is, the absence of knowledge of the
harm produced by the status quo compared to the benefits accrued from the change,
the change itself may turn out to be harmful if in the wrong direction.

Therefore Quran emphasises the acquisition of //m (knowledge) as being the primary
requirement. For a Muslim aware of the teaching of Quran, references abound in this
respect. With this prerequisite it states that:

Verily never will God change the condition of a people until they change it
themselves -13-11.

Let us now consider the 2" law of Motion:

2m Law_the change of motion is proportional to the force impressed on the
body.

Simply put, the amount of change is proportional to the effort put in bringing out the
required change in the society. Quran says- that man can have nothing, but what he
strives for 53-38.

In a society the change can be brought by evolutionary or revolutionary means.

By and large one finds that Quran is in favour of evolutionary change as it is
argumentative rather than prescriptive, for how often does it extol us - then why don’t
they think, why don’t you contemplate, 34-46,7-179 etc?

Lastly the 3" law of Motion:
3r1aw_ o every action there is an equal and opposite reaction.

The benefits or loss accrued are directly proportional to the endeavour employed in
executing that change. Again Quran is abound with statements in this respect — for
every soul to receive its reward by the measure of its endeavours 22-15. is in fact the
essence of Deen. There is no such thing as ‘something for nothing’ in life! For, any
benefits to be accrued, the endeavours have to be based on the full knowledge- ilm,
that is understanding of the strength and weakness of the change and the rate and
direction of change is to be brought about. Faith (conviction) in the knowledge and
appropriate action is therefore the main factors and the reward is then exactly
proportional for all humanity, Muslims and non-Muslims alike, according to the laws
of nature, to the effort put in bringing about that change. The concept of
disproportionate reward, something for very little (eg like gambling), for Muslims is a
‘religious’ concept and completely alien to the Deen of Islam.



Knowledge-Ilm

Quran stresses the acquisition of all facets of knowledge, which is enlightenment
(noor) through God’s signs. Lack of knowledge is referred to as zulum-darkness. The
importance of the archaeological, historical, astronomical and many other branches of
science are referred. The importance of travel in many a verses is stressed such that it
seems to imply that travel to acquire knowledge is almost a fardh (compulsory) for it
says in many places- do they not travel through the land so that their hearts (and
minds) may thus acquire wisdom 22-46. Unfortunately this injunction is hardly ever
stressed by our so-called scholars, whose branch of knowledge is often restricted to
‘religion’.

Action —Amal

The edifice of reward jazaa (and therefore Jannah/Jahannam) in Deen is built on
Action amal. Action is a dynamic concept. As High School students you know the
definition of Work: -- Force times distance. More precisely, the act of producing an
effect by means of a force (F) whose point of application moves through a distance
(S) in its own line of action. Unless and until there is an action, there is no result or
outcome (reward, thawaab) - That mankind can have nothing but what it strives
(saee) for 53-38, makes it clear that the journey of salaah and falaah is not an easy
ride. The action required to achieve progress and development, demands that little bit
more, taking that one step extra to cross the line. Even to maintain a status quo, if it is
worth maintaining, an effort is required to stop it from sliding back into ruin.

Hence to think that, just to verbalise aamanu wa amilus saalihaat(believe and do the
righteous acts) is to recite the kalimaa as the evidence of one’s Iman (faith) and to
perform a few ritualistic acts, as a manifestation of Amal to produce the required
reward for oneself, is to say the least, a delusion of the first order. That, there is no
effort and no endeavour required on the individual’s part, except may be a few
spiritually induced movements of the body where no practical/measurable/tangible
result is obtained. It is like pushing or pulling a load number of times a day, without
shifting it at all in any direction, no work is done! Although a lot of calories are
expended. It could be argued that if that is the result sought in the first place (as
physical exercise for example), then some thing has been achieved such as weight-
loss or fitness, on an individual basis. It depends upon the aamil’s (doer’s) own
concept of reward- Walaa tujzawnaa illa ma kuntum taamaloon.36-54, for you shall
be rewarded (jazaa) for only what you worked for.

As said earlier, action is a dynamic concept and every action required to be performed
in the context of ad-Deen, there is this underlying idea of deliberate/conscious action,



performed to bring about a change, however minute, for the salaah and falaah of the
society. The action always requires effort (hard yakka in your slang). If carried out
with the aid of appropriate knowledge will, under the fixed laws of nature always
produce positive results. The converse is equally true that, with inappropriate
knowledge, however great the effort, if applied ignorantly will produce no results or
worst, even negative results.

Among Muslims, these laws in the matter of religion (rituals), are applied at
individual’s spiritual level, for the disproportionate reward, some times in the ratio
of one to seventy two or even one to thousands, which is akin to gambling, (forbidden
in Quran). There are a few such ritualistic efforts among us with no positive outcome
for the society at large.

Let us take one glaring example, the Hajj, which is actioned simultaneously by a very
large number of Muslims gathered at one place, at Mecca, and consumes lot of their
energy with no tangible return to show for the society at large. I must emphasise that
Hajj is a Quranic injunction and as such, it must have therefore, a reason and a
purpose behind it.

Approximately three million Muslims annually make the effort, spiritually,
physically, financially and emotionally to go for Hajj. Every individual returns with
the belief of:

o Spiritually fulfilled -- feel good sensation

e Cleansed of all the previous sins -- concept of ‘confession’ and absolution,
borrowed from other religions

e Uplift in ones social/religious status in local society on return -- titled
Hajji/Hajja or al Hajj (in some Muslim cultures it is an excuse then for a man
to take a second wife!)

All the above, achieved purely on the basis of individual’s spiritual fulfillment. We
should ask, but what does the society as a whole get out of the effort, let alone the
humanity in general? Let us enumerate:

The Positives
1. Often foreign Travel agencies and Airlines make lots of money out of
the pilgrims.
2. Saudi government make heaps of money in taxes, visa fees and
injection of billions of dollars cash in its economy.



3. Cotton mills sell huge amount of white cloth, generally manufactured
by foreign owned mills. However a few third-world countries sell
cotton to them.

4. Employment and income to the Hajj package and the religious
industry.

5. The income from the hide of the slaughtered animals help finance a
few religious institutions achieve their agenda.

The Negatives

1. Large number of people return with exotic diseases.

2. Drain on foreign exchange of the already majority poor third-world Muslim
countries.

3. Hardly any increase in general knowledge and historical knowledge is gained,
for one is not allowed to step outside the hajj precincts.

4. Because the effort is specifically focused on individual spiritual fulfillment,
almost no contact is established with the Muslim Ummah. No new lasting
friendships are forged with different Muslim nationalities to establish the
brotherhood of Muslims.

5. In spite of the huge gathering, no discussion and/or decisions are taken to
alleviate the myriads of traumas affecting the Muslim Ummah, let alone
humanity in general. Although one must concede that lots of duas are uttered
for the oppressed in Palestine, Kashmir, Achey, Bosnia, Chechnya etc at the
exclusion of all other human miseries and traumas.

6. Often quite a few human lives are lost due to crowd mismanagement,
uncontrolled fires, traffic and other accidents.

7. Lots of animals lose their lives and generally their meat is wasted. For
example the royal Pulao in polythene bags, a gift from the Rulers, tossed out
of trucks at Arafaat and is trampled upon.

Surely, one is entitled to expect some return from the efforts of so many Muslims
gathered in one place at such a great cost! I would go even further and say that the
injunction to gather together-jamaat-must have some significance for the Ummah!! It
can’t be just to gain individual spiritual communication with Allah, who never the
less is every where and closer to us than (our) jugular vain, 50-16 and not that HE
lives in His house, only in Mecca! Nor can it be to add billions of Dollars to the
coffers of the Government there, which squanders it on war efforts by others, waged
against Muslims and Muslim countries, as exemplified recently (an issue that I see
has disturbed you both very much and quite rightly so!). If any thing this Ummah



should take steps to alleviate the traumas of Humanity as a whole. Does not Quran
say - ... you are an Ummah raised for the good of humanity 3-110.

Sincere supplications and prayers alone, offered there without any resolve of positive
actions to be taken for the benefit of the Muslims the world over, do not bear any
fruit! So you are both right to ask-- Why is there no change in our condition for the
better in spite of the Duaas of all those Muslims and especially at such a holy place?

Newton did not invent the above laws, he merely discovered God’s laws of requital.
Misdirected efforts produce negative or no results just as in any other human
endeavours! You are fond of quoting Igbal, don’t you? Remember he said:

Sag 2uT U7 » S ks Y
il JooauT Yl e b U

Your supplications are that your desires be fulfilled.
I pray that HE may instead, change your desires!

My dear grand children - Indeed, spirituality has its place in our lives, but then for a
Muslim all saaleh (positive) endeavours are spiritually uplifting experience!

Finally I attach an e-mail I received from a friend to demonstrate the difference
between practicality and spirituality and leave the rest for you to contemplate:-

“Prophet Mohamed S.A.W. said to Murtuza Ali a.s. “before you sleep every night,
you need to do the following things” : Give away as sadaka 4000 dinar \Read the
Holy Quran once \Pay your dues for Heaven\Resolve a problem between 2 persons \
Go for Hajj once.

Hazrat Ali a.s. said ‘but this is impossible’ — in reply the Prophet told Hazrat Ali a.s.
‘if you do the following five things, this will be equivalent to the above mentioned
things that I have said to you’ - : Recite Sura Fatiha four (4) times and this is
equivalent of giving 4000 Dinars in Sadaka \Recite Sura Ikhlas three (3) times and
this is equivalent of reading the whole Quran\ Recite Salwat (Darud) three (3) times
and that will pay for your dues in Heaven. \Recite Astagfirrulah tasbi ten (10) times
and that is equivalent to solving a serious problem between 2 persons. \( Recite four
(4) times Subhan-allah, Wal-hamdullil-allah wala illaha illalalallahu.. This is
equivalent to going for Hajj once!!”

Enjoy your holiday; you deserve it assuming of course that you had worked hard for
the exams!
Dadajan




