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iﬂiéflialiléﬁﬁl system of ofder mnst he brought 1o lilaévé:g Ther and only then #
Peace be kept between nations e Qurian supports the unity of naniony whe
Mgy 7 -

", pay no heed to this question. Our objective is o make you a
people with a univeisal outlook o be cquidistant from all other
peoples i.e. neither leaning towards any particular people nor
estranged from another. Your responsibility is to keep a watch
over the activities of other people of the world (to see that no
nation is oppressing the other) and the responsibility of the
Rasool is to watch over your activities.” [Sura 3: Verse 143]

Systems put in place tday are arguably aiming for the greater good. Yef
d_l'ring this process they are creiting a larger rift between each system. For examplé
m“oretically communism places power upon the workers of the nation. but i}
““luality the power continues to stay in the hand of the leadership.'’ As well,
tlL"haocracy attempts to look after the cause of all people. but all too often, it comes at,
the expense of people who are less fortunate or at the cost of other nations'', The?
“UNality of man and his warth are the foundation of what the Qur’an teaches.'” One §
My suggest then that this is what each political system today is trying to establish
"“hough they seem to fail  one area or another. All systems take time to establish, ]
M4 sacrifice is a fact of life in arder to create a society that works for all humanity'. |
,Wllen all of humanity works together, the inner-self wilf reach a sense of fulfillment.
Ihege sentiments are reflected in some the ideology of some modern philosophers
“ltllough the Qur’an had established this system 1400 years ago.

. Inthe light of these factors it is seen that Islam does reflect a system of values
dl,f\:f‘\erent from Religion. The importance for humans is placed on bettering this world.
e interactions with others and his understanding of his own psyche and
PV ironment are sighificant in Islam. The development of the self and the creation of
% 5Qciety of moral values are imperative. The broad range of study within Islam is not
UL for theologians, but philesophers, psychologists, economists and scientists

anersaIity is the only way peace can be formed. Religion all to often focuses orf a
M8eow study, which excludes many groups of people which causes ill faith and
disqy ord. Peace requires unity. Unity requires respect. Respect requires individuals to
han common understanding of each other. Din reveals all of this and more. Din is
DOt Just a religion; it is a com plet: way of lile.

<
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attaining common ends. These common ends are of socio-economic importance as
when ones life on Earth has passed. there will still be future generations to follow. If
during a lifetime, this man has only focused on himself, the existence of this future
would be in jeopardy. Henceforth, the co-existence and co-operation in providing for
the greater good of all people provides growth for the soul by not just receiving but
by giving to his fellow man.” The Qur’an clearly supports this understanding when it
states:

They prefer others before themselves, although there be
indigence among them; and whosoever is preserved from the.
covetousness of his own soul, these shall prosper. [Sura 5%:
Vérse 9]

In order for mans soul to prosper. he must realize the importance of his
surroundings and put forth all he can to assist in the betterment of his society. The
contentment he receives from the generosity and love given to his fellow people
brings his cosmic side fulfillment. Greed and selfishness act as a disease in the minds
and hearts of many. With covetous acts, the good deeds for others deaden the disease
of greed, and guard the soul from it®. This acts as a form of purification for the soul
that again provides ultimate fulfiliment in the mind. Through the teachings of the
Qur'an ‘we grow to realize that the co-existence of the cosmic with the rational
develops human personality, which provides peace between man and his
surroundings.

In a political system in accordance with din, the interests of all people are
looked after. No matter ones culture, race, or economic situation, they must all be
treated and represented equally. Unity of humanity is imperative in the Islamic
society. It is one of the main tasks; the enhancement of unity, bestowed upon
mankind. In modern society, there are several political systems focusing on a wide
variety of issues. Each system conflicts with the other and ultimately many of today’s
wars are fought due to this matter. The forcing by a nation/group of an ideology
foreign or incompatible 10 the other creates conflict that has no solution. No one
person can force his power over another human being. The use of force is severely
prohibited in Islamic Law. Force causes discontent and i1l will within the mind of
those being forced. This is detrimental to the ultimate goal of peace between mind,
body. soul, and society. The whole Islamic system is based on the equality of man. A
man who works and succeeds has the right to his earnings. Yet. his success should not
be at the expense of apother man. In an 1dlamic sOciely, SVery man works for not
only himself but for the betterment of everyone. In order for peace o occur, an

e ——

" Ibid pg.208
¥ Ibid pg. 209

s
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very concisely provides mankind with the answers for the question that has caused
the most confusion “what is the origin of life?™ The Qur’an states:

Do not the unbelievers see that heavens and the earth were Joined
together, then We clove them asunder and We got every living
thinig out of the water. Will they then not believe? [Sura 21,
Verse 30]

This short verse describes the foundation of life as being of aquatic origin or
containing water as the essential component. Water is the major component of all
living cells, and through many scientific discoveries. it is believed that life did
origina#e water. Therefore both of these cases are in agreement with modern scientific
findings.> Not only did this short verse explain the origins of life, but also the origing
of the universe. The heavens (space) and carth at one time were just a large mass of
gas and particles. The Qur’an states: “Morebver (God) turned to the Heaven when it
was smoke and said to it and to the earth...” [Sura 41: Verse 11] The reference to
smoke is important as modern ideas of the creation of the universe state that the
universe in its early stages was a mass of gases. This gas was a suspension of
particles. in both solid and liquid states of matter. The climination of confusion
through understanding provides people with the will to move forward in society for a
greater cause. Where most religious teachings contradict scientific discovery, Islam
reinforces this thought and encourages research in this field to further expand our
understanding. 4 '

As it can. be seen, Islam supports rational mindedness for example, through
science. However, the most important aspect of din is the development of human
personality.” In ordér for man to attain peace. he must embrace both rational and
cosmic states of mind. In mysticism, for one to enhance his cosmic self. to obtaiz
ultimate contentment with his soul, all worldly pleasures (the rational) are to be heffi
behind. In essence, inner happiness only comes from personal gain. This act is of sl
centeredness where importance is placed on only the sclf, while mans surroundingy
and the betterment of society as a whole is of no importance, In Islam, this is not the
case. Mans life is not strictly cosmic nor is it strictly rational. Din provides man with
the happiness that he so desires in the cosmic sense while keeping the doors to his
social side open. In order for man to feel contentment he must not close himself off
from the outside world, rather he should embrace it to bring him closer to his fellow

man.® When this occurs and he belongs in this social network he can work towards

? Bucaille M. The Bible The Qur’an And Science. pg 186

 Ibid

* Ibid pg. 139 .

* Parwez G.A. pg. 55 : ‘

® fbid
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Islam: A way of life
_ S

Imran Atcha
(student of Grade 13 Toronto, Canada)

The people are Muslim. Their life is Islam. Islam is the straight path that leads
individuals to personal and societal fulfillment. A Muslim is anyone who desires to
live his life in accordance with the Islamic teachings revealed to them in the Holy
Scripture. The Qur’an. The common understanding and misconception is that Islam is
just another religion. The question then is “what is Islam if not a religion?” To
simplify things or perhaps to complicate them further. Islam is a Din. Din 1S an
Arabic word that has no English equivalent. although it encompasses all that is Islam.
It gives reasons for this life and goals to which humans should aspire.

In order to truly understand Islam. one must change the common view of
Islam as a religion, and see that Islam is truly a Din. One asks “how is Din different
from religion?” The word “religion” causes many conflicts. There are numerous
definitions for religion, none of which reflect a greater concept. Religion may take the
form of science. a single set of ideologies, a narrow field of study etc. Each of these
ultimately conflict with the other. The two common understandings of religion are:
(1) religion’s business is to interpret the Absolute to us and to tell us how we can get
close to it. (2) religion is a superstition born of human wishes and fantasies.' It
removes the importance of religion completely and reduces it to a sheer illusionary
force. In both cases religion loses it's effect on a large part of the population as they
lose “faith™ in it. This conflict of multiple definitions causes people to ultimately give
up hope in all their beliefs and leaves them in confusion. or perhaps contentment; if
losing this faith means tranquility within them. This. in effect, is the key factor in
which din differs from religion. The whole purpose of Islam as a din is to eliminate
confusion by providing people with understanding. the development of human
personality, and to establish a common set of rules that all people, Muslim or not, can
follow and succeed. ~

To begin, an example of eliminating confusion by providing understanding is
Islam’s teachings on science. Science plays an important role in Islam as it provides
people with answers about their surroundings. The Qur’an makes many references to
science in the field of evolution and astronomy. Other religions of the world
contradict the great body of scientific evidence supporting evolution. However, Islam

' Parwez G.A. Jslam a Challenge to Religion. p. 48
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and said. "Baba (they call me Baba) Turkey got penalty kick” The thing was, that
. ‘both of them were watching live Football match between Sweden and Turkey in their

own room. Sweden was winning with 1-0. They came to me and asked me to see the
penalty kick of Turkey. I switched over the TV channel. Turks did the goal and match
finished 1-1 and each team got 1 point. Both my sons were very happy, while
Swedish commentator on TV sounded so sorry as they were sure 1o beat Turkey. My
sons are born in Sweden. but there sympathies were fully with TURKEY. a member
of UMMAH. My sons are citizens of Sweden by birth. BUT there Nationality is
ISLAM, that is what [ worked on and want that we ALL should do.

_ After my sons left the room, (my tears had disappeared in the meantime) I
switched back the TV on euronews channal. which was showing the killings of young
Mohammad. The picture now on the screen was of a Palestinian woman going
through a hospital corridor and shouting with full VOICE (known voice)
ALLAH-0-AKBAR........... ALLAH-0-AKBAR.......... ALLAH-0-AKBAR.

This known voice took over that unknown voice which 1 was hearing few
moments before. : '

ALLAH HAFIZ
Tanvir Anjum Muftee- Sweden.

afe sk 38 ke o ok ke e s o ofe 5 o ook ok o o o e s ke ok o e sk ok

DARS-E-QURAN (IN URDU)
BAZM TOLU-E-ISLAM MANCHESTER (U.K)
EVERY FRIDAY FROM 8PM - 9PM
AT

33 ST. GEORGES ROAD, FALLOWFIELD
MANCHESTER, M14 6SX

DARS-E-QURAN AUDIO AND VIDEO TAPES (URDU) AND
ALL THE PUBLICATIONS BY ALLAMA PARWEZ
ARE AVAILABLE IN OUR LIBRARY FOR LENDING.

PLEASE CONTACT:- MR. MEHFOOZ (0161 286 5496)
OR MR. R.QURESHL:- TEL & FAX NO. (01565 830278)
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Unknown Voices

07-10-2000
Assalaam-o-Alaikum to ALL

A paper cutting of todays newspaper is in front of me. Thd Palestinian father,
Jala al- Dura trying to save his 12-year-old son Mohammad, from the Israeli bullets.
Father is shouting and son Mohammad is frightened and trying to hide behind his
father. ,

Have you seen this sequence on your TVs? I did it. French photographer was
filming it whole. Live sequence was that father Jalal desperately trying 10 hide the son
but very next moment Mohammad was hit and falls in the arms of his father, with
streams of blood running out from his head. And at the very next moment father Jalal
s also hit. Son Mobammad died on the spot but father Jalal is rescued by some and is
in intensive care in a hospital of Jordan. :

That film is still obsessing me and sometime | am secing myself with my 11
years old son. Some unknown voices, saying to me, "You are Muslim, soon it will be
your turn. Are you ready for that? Are you ready to sacrifice your sons"?

Can we consider us safe, as some of us living in so called peaceful democratic
countries? My reply is, " NO: NO: " Those unknown voices can be true.

Israel is a creation of UNO, and in its name anything can happen and be
legitimated against us. I have to see Jalal and his son Mohammad as members of
UMMAH. I have to see myself and my sons in between the bullets of enemies, just to
feel the pain of that father and mother of 12 years old Mohammad. I swear none of us

'« secure. Just SEE the importamce of UNI (Universal Nation of Islam). For me this i3
THE MOST important work to be done. '

[ am technically an idiot otherwise [ want to attach this picture of Jalal and
Mohammad in which Mohammad is still alive and trying to hide himself behind the
shouting father. :

Today, euronews showed the whole incidence again. 1 felt tears in my eyes
but all of a sudden, both of my sons, 11 and 9 years old, came jumping and dancing
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“It is in many ways a curious and interesting document. It shows part of'a very
old Greek and a very old Latin Bible which always do not exactly correspond. It
shows traces of the work of several correctors, some of them very ancient. One can
see how the original scribe, whenever he made a slip. washed it out with a sponge.
and how he corrected with a pen nearly empty of ink. Later correctors scraped out
with a knife what seemed to them incorrect, and so have in some places spoiled the
manuscript. But the most curious thing is the daring interpolations in the text,
most of which are entirely unsupported by other manuscripts. Most of them are
probably worthiess but vet it is not improbable that some of them may contain lost
sayings and deeds of our Lord. such as St. John refers to in chapter 21:25.™ ( Page 31).

The above quotations from the book of a Christian scholar are adequate
testimony to our contention that with so many revisions of the text. the Word of God
has become the word of man! _

% * *

The two chapters from the book,
“The Bible, word of God or word of man?”
by A.S.K. Joommal
have been included in the Tolu-e-Islam Magazine
as samples from this scholarly and well-researched book. The readers

| may send their orders to the
Tolu-e-Islam Trust, Lahore.

ATTENTION PLEASE o

Readers living in Pakistan or abroad should send their order
for the Pamphlets _

’ 1- Why Do We Lack Character?

2- Why Do We Celebrate Eid? |

L’_ Direct tigara Tolu—E~Iil_am Lahore and not to Ee Bazm, London. |

— —
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m wp: the Bible consists, apart from the Apocrypha (which is accepted
I rejected by others), of sixty-six books by various authors. The
paf these books is disputed. There 1S no agreement between Catholics and
il s 25 to what constitutes Biblical Canon; as to what books may be accepted
The Catholic version includes some of the apocryphal books, but not all.
Geveral]y speaking, Protestants reject all apocryphal books as non-canonical though
By may read and study them. In its sixth Article, the Church of England says of the
apocnyphal books that “the church doth read them for example of the life and
mstruction of manners but yet doth it not apply them to establish any doctrine.”

The term “apocrypha” is generally applied to certain books of the Old
Testament supposed to have been written between Malachi and Matthew.

A well-known authority on the sources of the Bible, Dr. ). Patterson Smyth, B.
D.. LL. D, writes in his book “HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE” as follows: “Now let
us remember clearly that as we look into that old Record Chest of nearly 1800 years
ago, we have before us all the sources from which we get our Bible. And remember
further that these writings were of course manuscripts i.e. written by the hand, and
that copies when needed, had each to be written out, letter by letter, at a great expense
of time and trouble, and unfortunately, I must add, very often t00 at some expense of
the original correctness. However careful the scribe might be, it was almost
mpossible in copying a long and difficult manuscript, to prevent the occurrence of
errors. Sometimes he would mistake one letter for another, sometimes, if having the
manuscript read to him, he would confound two words of similar sounds — sometimes

“Therefore we are able to detect faults even in our almost perfect Authorized
Version — mistakes here and there which scholars have known of for some time past;
verses where the rendering needed to be improved. and in a few instances passages
whose right to stand in the Bible at all was very doubtful. In such cases I need
hardly say that no amount of sentiment about our grand old Bible should prevent our
making the corrections required.” (Pages 17-18)

In connection with the Codex Bezae the same author says:
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Next to them in antiquity are the Alexandrian Codex (in the British Museum), the
Codex’ Ephraemi (in’ Paris), and the Codex Bezae {(in Cambridge); the*first two of
these date from the 5™ century, and the third from the 6" century. The Codex Bezae
presents a number of peculiarities, and has readings not found in any other Greek

manuscript, including the story of the man whom Jesus found working on the
Sabbath. : . :

When the Authorized Version was drawn up by James I's conference of
learned theologians at Hampton Court in 1611, only quite late manuscripts were
available to them for translation. The Hampton Court divines followed the Textus
Receptus (“Received Text™) which had been prepared by Erasmus of Rotterdam after
extensive manuscript collation in the previous century. The Vatican Codex lay
unknown to English scholars in the Papal Library. The Alexandrian Codex did not
become accessible to scholars of Western Europe before the reign of Charles L to
whom it was presented by Cyril Lucaris, Patriarch of Constantinople. It was not until
the 19™ century that Tischenderf discovered the Sinajtic Codex. Eminent scholars,
mostly members of the Church of England, consulted these and other valuable
manuscripts and were responsible for the Revised Version (1881-1885), a version that
has never been popular and provoked charges of sacrilege and blasphemy. A
comparison of the two versions shows that the New Testament, as we have it,
contains many interpolations as well as alterations of the original text affecting
Christian dogma. sayings of Jesus and episodes of his life. The text about the Three
Witnesses (the Comma Johanneum = “Johannine Section™ 1 John v, 7), a famous
proof text of the dogma of Trinity, is omitted from the Revised Version. No Greek
manuscript earlier than 15" century possesses it; the Greek and the African Fathers
knew nothing of it, nor did Jerome, the author of the Vulgate. The earliest to quote it
was a Western theologian, Priscillian (late 4" century), the first Christian to suffer
death at the hands of Christian rulers for his heretical beliefs. The Revisers did not
venture to omit Mark xvi, 9-20, but drew aftention in a note to its dubious
authenticity. This passage is absent from the Sinaitic Codex, from the Old Syriac,
from nine of the older Armenian manuscripts, and also from the Codex Vercellensis -
the oldest Latin manuscript.

Other manuscripts have a shorter and quite different ending for Mark. Stylistic
and other variations from the rest of this Gospel here betray themselves.

The impressive story of the woman taken in adultery, which now forms part of
John viii. is also queried by the Revisers, Most Greek manuscripts omit it, while some
place it at the end of the Fourth Gospel, and others after Luke xxi, 38; it certainly fits
badly in its present context.

Y God the Fathar e tloo @ o o d ol 11 1 oy
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life, shows how hard it is to preserve the original ideas that might have been
expressed in the scriptures for thousands of years without dictionaries, without the art
of printing, and without the light of contemporaneous literature.

The manuscripts of the Old Testament were not alike, and the Greek version
bered o the Hetren, and Bere wias 20 205o/iely recerved iext of the Ol
Testament until after the commencement of the Christian era. Marks and points to
denote vowels were invented in the 7" century after Christ. Whether these vowels
were put in the proper places or not is still an open question.

The Alexandrian version, or what is known as the Septuagint, translated by
seventy learned Jews, assisted by “miraculous power” about two hundred years
before Christ, could not have been, it is said, translated from the Hebrew text that we
now have. The difference can only be accounted for by supposing that they had a
different Hebrew text. The early Christian churches adopted the Septuagint and were
satisfied for a time. But so many errors were found and so many were scanning every
word in search of something to sustain their peculiar view, that several new versions
appeared, all somewhat different from the Hebrew manuscripts from the Septuagint,
and from each other. All these versions were in Greek. '

The first Latin Bible originated in Africa, but no one has ever found out which
Latin manuscript was the original. Many were produced, and all differed from each
other. These Latin versions were compared with each other and with the Hebrew, and
a new Latin version was made in the fifth century, but the old Latin versions held
their own for about four hundred years, and no one yet knows which were right.
Besides these, there were Egyptian, Ethiopian, and several others, all differing from
each other as well as from all others in the world.

Tt was not until the 14" century that the Bible was translated into German, and
not until the 15" century that Bibles were printed in the principal languages of
Europe. Of these Bibles there were several kinds — Luther’s, the Dort, King James’s,
Genevan. French, besides the Danish and Swedish. Most of these differed from each
other. and gave rise to infinite disputes and crimes without number. The earliest
fragment of the Bible in the “Saxon” language known to exist was writien some time
in the 7" century. The first Bible was printed in England in 1538. In 1560 the first
English Bible was printed that was divided into verses. Under Henry VIII, the Bible
was revised; again under Queen Elizabeth, and once again under ng James. The last
was published in 1611, and is the one now in general use.

The New Testament.

There are in existence manuscripts of the Armenian, Syriac, Coptic, Latin and
other versions. Until recently the Vatican Codex (in Rome) and the Sinaitic Codex
(formerly in Leningrad, except a few leaves in Leipzig, and now in the British
Museum) were the oldest known manuscripts; they go back to the early 4" century.

R e
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documents, and nobody knows when they were written. Various estimates have
been made as to the dates of their origin, but nothing is known for certain.

* * *

CHAPTER 2

THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS

The Old Testament

The Old Testament was written some two thousand years before the invention
of printing. It was written in Hebrew, a language composed entirely of consonants,
without any points or marks indicating or standing for vowels, so that anything like
accuracy was impossible. This could be tested if we write an English sentence leaving
out the vowels. It would take far more inspiration to read than to write a book with
consonants zlone,

The books comprising the Old Testament were not divided into chapters or
verses, and no system of punctuation was known. Furthermore there was no

dictionary of the Hebrew language and thus the accurate meaning of the words could
not be preserved.

The Old Testament was printed for the first time in 1488. Until this date it
existed in manuscripts and was thus constantly exposed to erasures and additions. It is
admitted by the most learned men in the Hebrew language, that the present English
version of the Old Testament contains at least one hundred thousand errors!

It is not known for certain who in fact wrote any of the books of the Old
Testament. For instance, it is now generally conceded that Moses was not the author
of the Pentateuch. Other books, not in existence now, are referred to in the Old
Testament as of equal authority, such as the books of Jasher, Nathan, Ahijah, Iddo,
Jehu, and sayings of the Seers. '

Christians themselves are in disagreement as to what books are inspired. The
Catholics claim as inspired the books of Macabees, Tobit, Esdras, etc. Others doubt
the inspiration of Ecclesiastes, Esther and the Song of Solomon. The latter two books
do not mention the name of God, nor is reference made to any supreme being, nor to

any religious duty. These omissions lay the books open to doubts regarding their
divine teachings.

The fact that language is continually changing. that words are constantly
dving and others being born: that the same word has a variety of meanings during its
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Abbot. had directed this reform, was pouring forth g stream of corrupt texts within
few vears of his death!”? :

The standard Bible produced by the University of Paris ih fhe 13 Centurs

which “by the fullness of apostolic power” he ordered to be received by all the
faithful ag “true, lawful, éuthentic, and Unquestioned, in g public and Pprivate
discussion, reading, preaching, and explanations”, T, alter this versiop in the slightest

degree entailed “the indignation of God and of the blessed Apostle Peter and Paul”, ag

Homer, Aeschylus, or Plato — but the Koine (“comman) tongue which wag spoken
all over the Eastern Mediterranean region in the days of the Roman Empire. Hebrew
is a much more defective language thap Greek, and this Mmay account for the fact that
in many places the text of the Old Testament is corrupt and in others so confused that
the translation is near guesswork. Professors W.O.E, Oesterley and T.H: Robinson
write: “There IS no book jin the OId Testament which has suffered more from

2

The Roman Catholic Church and the Bibje (Mediaeval Studies No. 14, p. 20. p. 19 by
G.G. Coulton). .

* Sixtus vV was Pope from 1585 1o £590. He was born in ftaly in 152 L. named Felice Peretti, and wagq
successor of Gregory XI[.
An introduction to the Books of the Old Testament. p. 354
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CHAPTER 1

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE BIBLE

A bundred years ago, Dean Burgon thundered from the pulpit of St. Mary’s,
Oxford: * The Bible is none other than the voice of Him that sitteth on the throne.
Every book of it, every chapter of it, every verse of it, every syllable of it. every letter
of it, is the direct utterance of the Most High. .. faultless, unerring, supreme.”

The majority of Protestant Christians of that time thought of the Bible as he
did. A much smaller proportion still thinks so. Although an extravagant claim is put
forward by Bible Societies and other fanatics that the Bible is the most-read book in
the world, the contrary is true. Very few people read it. and fewer still study it, even
though they may attend church where portions of it are read out to them in an often
dull, sing-song voice that holds very little meaning to them. To the ordinary reader or
hearer, the chapters and verses of the Bible seem 10 be a sacred fetish of words.

In fact the ignorance and bigotry of fanatics who may have considerable
knowledge of its contents but are usually unconversant with questions of textual or
historical criticism, the task of the sober student is hard indeed.

Christian apologists, however, do not claim anymore that “every syllable™ is
“the utterance of the Most High”. A distinction is made between revelation and
inspiration. Dean Burgon’s description of the Bible obliterates this distinction. In
spite, however, of the clear negation in Pope Leo XII's encyclical Providentissimus
Deus (1893). of the possibility of error on the part of the inspired writers, the
apologists have argued that errors may occur in the sacred text, though such errors are
not put forward as statements of truth.

St. Jeronze was the author of the Vulgate' which he produced between 383 and
420 A.D. with the encouragement of Pope Damasus. His work was necessitated by
the corrupt state into which the old Latin version (dating from the late second or the
early third century) had long since fallen. In the course of time Jerome’s translation .
1self became corrupt. Alcuin reformed the text under the great Emperor Charlemagne
(742-814), but “even the Monastery of St Martin de Tours, from which Alcuin, as

' Vulgate: Latin version of the Bible most widel, used i the Wese

e,




«xne Bible, word of God Of word of man?”

PREFACE

The manuscript of this book was ready in 1965, but due to delays and other
circumstances. it did not se€ the light of pu‘olication.

T
«gONSHIP” OF CHRIST ~- was published in 1965. Tt met with immediate SUCCess.
Thousands of copies Were printed and distributed all over Qouth Africa, Fast and
West Africa, Nigeria, Kenya, Tanzania and Ghana. The demand was unceasing and
with the clamout for more of these booklets growing, pakistan (Karachi) pubhshed

| another 50,000 copies for local and African distribution.

The booklet Wwas tra}nslated into the Qwahili language in May 1967, and
published by Malik Sirajuddin and Sons, Lahore, pakistan.

The commotion created by it i the South African Church circles may be
auged by 2 pold headline in the «Transvaer ; 2 morning Afrikaans Jaily based in
ohannesourg which said: “~HIERDIE MOHAMMEDAAN SLAAN "N SEER HOU”
—(This Mohammedan Strikes & Painful Blow). :

'\ It is to be hoped that the whole book will nOW enjoy the same SUCCess and
3 wide readership 28 its predecessor — an integral

part of it 1d.

ASK JOOMMAL
Johannesburg:
November, 1975.

. After the first tWo impressions (1976 and 1991) were completely'sold out, the
thirst for knowledge amons the seekers of truth rematned unquenched. The demand
for more and more of this book grew beyond expectallon.

Sponsorship for publication is always @ Jifficult thing 1O come by. This fact
kept 1ts reprinting oOn ice. Howevet, On¢ stalwart Muslim. K ALID MAHMOOD
7AMAN, with a verve and enthusiasm unmatched by iy young man of comparable
age, came forward, travelling from LEEDS (Englan o LAHORE (Pakistan) in
order to finance and oversee the reprinting of THE BIBLE: W ORD OF GOD OR

WORD OF MAN?

The Tolu-e-1slam Trust undertook the pubhcation and distribution. for which
1 am profoundly “ndebted to them. :

To KHALID MAHMOOD 7 AMAN 1 say: May Allah (SWT reward you
abundantly for your indefatigable offorts in His path.

i
¢

ASK. JOOMMAL
\, South Alrica.

S



