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THE OQURAN AND SCIENCE

by
A.S.K. JOOMMAL
(Editor: AL-BALAAGH. Lenasia, SOUTH AFRICA)

“«AND THE SUN MOVES ON TO ITS DESTINATION. THAT IS
THE ORDINANCE OF THE MIGHTY, THE KNOWER. AND THE
MOON, WE HAVE ORDAINED FOR IT STAGES TILL 1T
BECOMES AGAIN AS AN OLD DRY PALM-BRANCIL NEITHER

1T IS FOR THE SUN TO OVERTAKE THE MOON. NOR CAN
THE NIGHT OUTSTRIP THE DAY. AND ALL FLOAT ON IN AN
ORBIT.” (Quran, 36:38-40)

In the above verse, Aliah has stated a mighty scientific truth. What science
has only recently discovered, the Quran had spoken of it 1400 years ago. Only since
1957 have we begun to speak of space, sputniks, astronauts and orbits, but the Quran
gave us an indication of things to come 14 centuries ago.

Materialists, atheists, rationalists and those who fancy themselves ‘above’
religion, usually speak belittingly of Tslam and say that it conflicts with science. They
brandish Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution (‘our ancestors Were apes’) and say
that it is diametrically opposed to Islam. Hence the scientists are right and Islam is
wrong. They forget, however, that Charles Darwin stole chunks and chunks of data
from a Muslim scientist when he (Darwin) wrote his book “The Origin of Species’.
{bn Maskawi was the first man to postulate the theory of evolution in his book
“yitaabul Haywaan™ or the “Texbook on Biology or Animal Life”, centuries before
Darwin thought of the ided. In substantiation of his theory, 1bn Maskawi has quoted
the Quran and Hadith copiously.

. Ibn Maskawi’s book was translated into Latin, as all the Muslim works were
translated into Latin. It was through the Latin translation of the Muslim works in the
diffefent branches of knowledge that Europe came out of the dark ages and became
civilized. The superstructure of the Renaissance rests on the foundation of Islam and
Viuslim alone!
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“FLOAT”

However, Allah Almighty confounds the puny scientists by using the very
word (YASBAHOON) which is used in present-day scientific terminology. Each
planet “floats™ or “swims” in its particular orbit according to a fixed law, and it is not
meant that one should overtake the other in defiance of the Law of Allah. The Planets,
the sun, the moon and the stars are all MUSLIMS, that is, they SUBMIT themselves
to the Law of God-just as a Muslim is supposed to submit himself totally to the
dictates and commandments of Allah '

The Quran is not a textbook of science, but there are enough verses in it to
spur the mind of a Muslim to scientific investigations and discoveries. It was this
Quranic knowledge that stimulated Arab thought and culture and gave to the world
brilliant Muslim scientist, medical men, inventors, mathematicians and philésophers.

Since the Quran is for all time, for all ages, it contains the treasure-house of
scientific truths. As the world progresses and more and more discoveries and
inventions see the light of day, these will only confirm what the Quran had already
stated fourteen hundred years ago. We must remember that scientists do NOT invent
any laws. They only DISCOVER the law of God that has already been there! -
waiting to be discovered!! Be it in the field of physics, optics, magnetism, electricity,
astrophysics, microbiology, or any branch of physical or chemical science, the
IMMUTABLE Law of Allah has been laid down. When man puts his mind to it and
embarks upon research projects, he finds that a + b = ¢ and not otherwise. This was
how Almighty Allah had intended it to be.

SCIENTISTS, ,

It is interesting to note here that there are 756 verses in the Holy Quran urging
Muslims to study science, but only 120 verses dealing with such matters as nikaah,
talaaq, and other moral precepts. The Holy Prophet (8) has also made reference to
scientists. Its is recorded in the Hadith literature that the Prophet (S) once said:
“Tonight a verse was revealed to me. Woe unto him who reads it and does not ponder
over it. Woe again to him, and woe a third time.” And then the Prophet (S) read the
following verse of the Quran: “Verily in the creation of the heavens and earth are
signs for a people who have sense (who ponder, think, investigate).”

Islam as a Deen, therefore, is NOT incompatible or in conflict with science.
‘On the contrary, it complements science. The shortcoming or defect lies in our .
thinking. But as human knowledge attains perfection or near-perfection, the eternal
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verities of the Holy Quran will be proved and confirmed again and again. A Muslim
«cicntist had made the thought - provoking observation: “A religion which contradicts
«cience, and a science which contradicts religion, are both equally false!” To which
Albert Einstein, the father of the Theory of Relativity. had added: “Science without
religion is lame; religion without science is blind.” :

The Muslim - who was during one period of history at the pinnacle of
glittering scientific and cultural achievements (cf. 736 years of Muslim rule in Spain)
has once more an even greater and scintillating role to play. the time is coming for
him to lead the world again. He must, therefore, make the Hbly Quran his Guide and
imaam, and allow the truth and beauty of this Holy Book to saturate his mind and
permeate his entire being. In the words of Allamah Igbal (AR):
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“Read again the lesson of truthfulness, justice and bravery;
(Because) you will once more be called upon to LEAD THE WORLD.”
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A memorable letter written by Allama Ghulam
Ahmed Perwez(r) to the Chairman of the then
Constitution Commission Pakistan.

Sir,

[ have the honour to enclose my answer L0 the Questionnaire published by the
Constitution Commission.

Basic Problem

7. Your basic problem is to discover a sanction so high and mighty that the
new Constitution does not make an exit as did the late Constitution of 1956. Such a
sanction lies in the will of the people to obey and cooperalc with those whom the
Constitution places in power. The frame work defining the limits for the exercise of
their will, which the Muslims have through the ages consistently recognised, 18
delineated by the Quran. A deep reverence of the Book has always been a
distinguishing feature of the Muslim community. Their loyalty to territory has
synchronised with ultimate loyalty to Islam. Therefore, the only Constitution which
can effectively function among the Muslims would be one based on the Quran which
states. .ty
P | 2os s4r, A afaT A"’
(5.44)&3,3&”,...5}!30411‘]_?&3 2l 0 9

[Whosoever does not establish a State (and judge) according to the

Book revealed by Allah - they are the unbelievers.} y

Your basic problem thus resolves to finding a pattern suited to existing
conditions, which may utilize and actuate the principles of the Quran.

The accompanying reply to your Questionnaire should prove helpful in
finding a pattern based on all that is fundamental, uncontroverted and acceptable to
Muslims at large.

1

estern rn

3. While evolving a framework on the basis of the Quran, you will come across,

several hurdles. There are those among Muslims who have been brought up to think
of law and constitution in terms instilled in them by Western education..They would

e i ———
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not entertain the thought of any Constitution other than one of the Western pattern,
and an Islamic democracy has litile appeal for them. However, they represent
themselves only and cannot claim acceptance of their views by the entire nation, so
necessary for the success of a Constitution. They should, however, realise that the
source of inspiration and cohesion of the Muslims is basically different from that of
the Western society. Islamic ideology is unique and a Constitution based thereon 18
hound to be unique. 1t would be wrong to impose on our people a Constitution which
does not have its foundation in the Quran, the one immutable common fundamental
taw for all Muslims. The Muslims living in British India, inspite of their mutual

differences, demanded
(hereto in large numbers

Duality

with one voice a homeland for themselves and migrated
in order to lead lives under that law.

4. Then there are those who would recommend individual living according 10

Quran and conducting

collective or public life according to codes other than the

Quran. Duality s unbelief and the bane of life. The Quran condemned it, saying:-
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[What, do you believe in part of the Book, and disbelieve in part”

What shall be the recompense of those of you who do that, but

. degradation in the present life and on the Day of Resurrection to be
returned unto the most terrible of chastisement.]

romise.

The two groups

W

mentioned above might be satisfied with a compromise. But

compromising with principles is a dangerous thing. The late Constitution
compromised freely, became a nothingness and was consigned to oblivion. The Quran
warns the Prophet( ) against compromising the Book for achieving its acceptance by

the unbelievers:
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[And had We not confirmed thee surely thou wert near to incline unto

them a very littl

e; then would We have let thee taste the double of life
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and the double of death: and thou wouldst have found none to help
thee against Us.|

Freedom

5. There are still others who would say that if Islam is made the basis of our
Constitution, then everything will have to be taken as already decided and there will
be no freedom for the people to determine their affairs in the context of the changed
conditions now prevailing. The apprehension arises from a serious misunderstanding,.
The true position is that the Quran lays down mainly the fundamentals and, barring a
few exceptions, gives no details. The people 1n every age and clime have therefore
full liberty to settle their own affairs subject to the one condition that the Quranic
Fundamentals are not violated. Please see nReconstruction of Religious Thought In
Islam” (p. 140) wherein Allama Igbal says

The ultimate spiritual basis of all life, as conceived by Islam, is eternal and
reveals itself in variety and change. A society based on such a conception of
reality must reconcile in its life the categories of permanence and change. It
must possess eternal principles to regulate its collective life; for the eternal
gives us a foothold in the world of perpetual change. But eternal principles
when they are understood to exclude all possibilities of change which,
according to the Quran, is one of the greatest’ signs’ of God, tend to immobilize
what is essentially mobile in its nature. The failure of Europe in political and
social science illustrates the former principle, the immobility of Islam during
the last five hundred years illustrates the letter.

Allama Iqbal has, in another place, condensed the position in one sentence in regard
to the conclusions reached by our predecessors, namely

The teaching of the Quran that life is a process of progressive creation
necessitates that each generation, guided but unhampered by the work of its
predecessors, should be permitted to solve its own problem.(Ibid. p. 160)

Sunna

6. A distinct type of compromise will be offcred in the sacred name of Sunna,
asking that, along with the Quran, the Sunna should also form the basis of your
recommendations. Now, Quran, is a well known Book of unguestioned authenticity
and the legislature will find no difficulty in determining whether a particular
provision is or is not repugnant to the Quran. Not so is the case with Sunna.
~onsiderable confusion of thought and difference of views exist as to what Sunna
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exactly signifies The general impression which the term gives an average Muslim 18
related to the way the Prophet (May we obey and glorify his call) lived his day 10 day
hic. His daily actions and sayings are, so to say, preserved 1n Ahadith, or the
slatements of a chain of narrators recorded decades, rather centuries, after the
Prophet’s demise. There are hundreds of thousands of these statements, a very meaget
percentage of which can stand scrutiny, and even that infinitesimal percentage is not
alleged 0 constitute the very words of the Prophet (peace be ‘upon him ) The
compilation of 1mam Bukhari, which is said to be the most authentic after the Quran,
s a selection of about three thousand Ahadith out of a collection of about sIX lacs
which the Imam had made. Even this carefully selected compilation 1s not accepted
by all to be above question. The collection by other Imams of Ahadith are, by
consensus of opinion, held to be much less authentic than Bukhari's. With the help of
material involving so0 much confusion and lacking full reliability, the Legislature or
the Judiciary will find it very difficult indeed o say with any degree of precision,
whether a provision is or is not repugnant to Sunna. Acceptance of Sunna as basis of
jaw would threaten o render every legislation ultra virus because it is €asy to produce
conflicting Ahadith on almost all issues. Under a Constitution based on Sunna, the
work of Government is bound to come to a stand still.

This is, however, an issue which involves considerable emotion and needs 10 '
be discussed very coolly. 1 do not for a moment suggest that any doubt should be cast
about the wisdom of the Prophet (peace be upon him) or that any detraction be made
{rom the respect his decisions arc entitled to. What 1 do stress, however, is that in his
wisdom he left only the Quran as a binding and inviolable code for all fimes to come
but did not leave behind a compilation of Ahadith. (Nor did his immediate successors

y compile any)- To give the collections of Ahadith, got together by
individual - effort centuries after him, a position similar to that of the Quran is to
violate the intentions of the Prophet {(peach be upon him) himself.

1l 1

In this context you would certainly appreciate the views of Allama lgbal
which have the support of Imam Abu Hanifa and Shah wali_Ullah, Mohaddith
Dehtvi. In his © Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam" (pp. 163-5 Oxford

+ edition) Allama Igbal says:-

For our present purposes, however, we must distinguish traditions of a purely
legal import from those which are of a non-legal character. With regard to the
former, there arises a Very important question as 1o how far they embody the

pre-1slamic usages of Arabia which were In some cases left intact, and in others

o
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modified by the Prophet( peace be upon him). It is difficult to make this
discovery, for our early writers do not always refer to Pre-Islamic usages. Nor is
it possible to discover that the usages, left intact by express or tacit approval of
the Prophet, were intended to be universal in their application. Shah Wali Ullah
has a very illuminating discussion on the point. I reproduce here the substance
of his view. The Prophetic method of teaching, according to Shah Wali Ulla. is
that, generally speaking, the law revealed by a Prophet takes special notice of
the habit, ways, and peculiarities of the people to whom he is specifically sent.
The Prophet who aims at all-embracing principles, however, can neither reveal
different principles for different peoples, nor leaves them to work out their own
rules of conduct. His method is to train one particular people, and to use them
as a nucleus for the building up of a universal Shari‘at. In doing so he
accentuates the principles underlying the social life of all mankind, and applies
them to concrete cases in the light of the specific habits of the people
immediately before him. The Shari‘at values (Ahkam) resulting from this
application (e.g. rules relating to penaltics for crimes) are in a sense specific to
that people, and since their observance is not an end in itself they cannot be
strictly enforced in the case of future generations. It was perhaps in view of this
that Abu Hanifa who had a keen insight into the universal character of Islam
made practically no use of these traditions. The fact that he introduced the
principle of "Istehsan. " i.e..Juristic preference, which necessitates a careful
study of actual conditions in legal thinking, throws further light on the motives
which determined his attitude towards this source of Mohammedan Law. [t is
said that Abu Hanifa made no use of traditions because there were no regular
collections of in his days. In the first place it is not true to say that there were no
collections in his day, as the collections of Abdul Malik and Zuhri were made
not less than thirty years before the death of Abu Hanifa. But even if suppose
that these collections never reached him, or that they did not contain tradition of
a legal import, Abu Hanifa, like Malik and Ahmed Ibn_i Hamble after him,
could have easily made his own collection if he had deemed such a thing
necessary. On the whole, then, the attitude of Abu Hanifa towards the traditipn
of a purely legal import is to my mind perfectly sound; and if modern
Liberalism considers it safer not to make any indiscriminate use of them as a
source of law. it will be only following one of the greatest exponents of
Mohammedan Law in Sunny Islam

It will thus be seen that the immutable principles on which your
recommendations should be based are available in the Quran only.

Distribution of Power.
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! ‘I'here is a point of detail to which 1 should invite your attention. Keeping the
npneiples of the Quran in view, | have suggested in my reply to the Questionnaire
details of the distribution of power between the several agencies, but there cannot be
nwo opinions about the validity of the undetlying Quranic principles. This is equally
e about Muslim Figh which is only a crystallisation of the efforts of people who
have preceded us.

In the Quranic Social Order, sovercignty rests with Allah and the position of
ihe organs of the State is that of agencies of limited jurisdiction. T have suggested that
(he final say in questions pertaining (o jurisdiction should lie with the Judiciary.
instances of misuse of the constitutional power of Judiciary are very rarc and it will
he only economical that with their discipline and training they should exercise this
p()Wer.

it is admitted that the power of making Islamic laws shall vest in the
| .cgislature and that they will take care that the laws they make are not repugnant (o
the principles of the Quran, Yet law-makers in recent history, specially in Asia, have
shown a tendency to be carried away by the " mood of the moment". Judicial function
must, however, be performed by an agency which is removed from the "moods of the
moment" and tension of conflicting interests. In USA, the Supreme Court has done
excellent service in judging the constitutionality of an Act of Legislature. There is no
reason why our noble Judiciary should’ also not perform the function equally
efficiently.

Ulema.

8. A suggestion might be made to you that the experts in Islam, the Ulma’
should constitute the final authority for deciding what is and what is not Quranic, The
genesis of [slamic Law shows that there have been two aspects of it. The duty of
studying and advising on the principles of the Book has been considered separate and
distinct from the duty of deciding disputes The former f:u_nction was assumed by
individuals who cared to study the Islamic Law and be a‘Tawyer or Mufti, and the
atter function was entrusted by the State to the Judge, or Qazi. The position under our
Constitution would not be different. The law makers will make the laws on the basis
of the Quranic principles with due regard to the requirements of modern times. The
process would necessitate assimilation not only of our historical past but also of the
legal experience of entire humanity. The Ulema are experts generally on precedents
and opinions of doctors of law who lived centuries ago. They can, therefore, play only
a minor role in the present day context. On the other hand, the members of the legal
profession who have been assisting the Civil Courts in Personal Muslim Law with
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marked success. will find it easier to widen the scope of their activity and do justice to
the task.

Minorities.

9. The question of minorities in an Tslamic State has been worrying many
people. In my answer to Question 40, I have analysed it and given a complete picture
of the subject. I would invite your special attention.to it

Quranic Social Order

10. The Quran envisages a Social Order in which every individual will (a) work to
the utmost of his capacity, (b) with the return of his tabour, will first of all, meet the
basic needs of his life. and (¢) will utilise the balance for meeting the needs of others.

" In such a Social Order. the question of private ownership of means of production and

retention of surplus money by individuals will not arise. The bringing in of the Order
needs a complete change in the outlook of the individual and in his faith in life values.
He must have faith in God, in human Personality, in God's Law of Retribution and in
the life Hereafter. (I have dealt with this subject fairly exhaustively in a separate
treatise Quranic Economics a copy of which in forwarded herewith.) The
change is enormous and will only come gradually. Nevertheless, the establishment of
the Social Order will form the ultimate goal of an Islamic State. It is in this context
that Fundamental Right 21 has been included under Question No.22 as a first step.

Rationale

11.  In this letter. apd in the answer to the questionnaire, I have not been giving the
rationale of the suggestions made but have only in some places referred to a principle
lest the :answer should look enigmatic. If any elaboration seems called for

somewhere, I shall be only too glad to assist.
+

Unique ortunity.

12. We stand at the threshold of a great era with a unique opportunity before us.
Let us not miss it but should do all we can to help the establishment of the "Law of

‘God" the One to whom we all proclaim fealty. Says He
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|Then we made you SUCCESSOIS in the land after them, sO that We might
behold how you would do.]

I have etc..
(G.A.Parwez)

Copy to all members of the constitution Commission.)
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