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the man, and for the human race to progress it is necessary that both men
and women utilize their capabilities to the utmost. In particular,the twenty-
first century has to see people harnessing the universe and attaining greater
heights in the arts and sciences, and the demands of this era cannot be
fulfilled unless the woman too performs her multi- dimensional role
alongwith the man. And this will only be possible if the woman gets as many
opportunities of education and self-development as does the man. Not only

that there occurs no clash between a woman’s role as a mother and her role
as & human being utilizing her potentialities for society’s progress, and that
a balance is maintained between the two. This end will be achieved by
establishing such a system in the society under which woman can divide her
time equitably between her home and her work in order to fulfil all her
responsi- bilities properly and gracefully. According to the Quran, this is
what the twenty-first century would demand of a2 woman,
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Second on our list of priorities should be to provide such facilities to
working mothers that they would not have to be out of their homes for work
for seven or eight hours per day, as this disrupts the upbringing of children.
The society should organize a system of part-time jobs that last two or three
hours per day so that, by dividing her time properly, a working mother is
able to fulfil her responsibilities associated with her children as
well as able to participate in the progress of the society. Such a balanced role
of women will keep the society balanced,and will promote collective progress.

Human beings (both men and women) play their role in every de-
partment of life, may it be the economy, the social sphere or the political
sphere. Regarding politics, the importance and utility of democracy is well-
known by every thinking citizen and society. Democracy is based on the
individual’s right to vote which is possessed by every sane adult. Since it is a
human right, discrimination between men and women in this regard is
simply out of the guestion. But in our society it is customary to keep women
deprived of this right even in today’s democratic era. In particular, a
majority of our rural women is not allowed to use this right. Such unjust
restrictions make women’s role static and lifeless rather than active and
vibrant. Stagnation is synonymous with death. To keep the woman stagnant
is an open insult to humanity which cannot be tolerated in the future
progressive times.

Whatever has been done in the past has been done. The question that
needs to be tackled mow is this:"In respect of progressive steps, what
economic, social, political and scientific demands will the coming century
place on us human beings, and what line of action will we need to adopt?"
Without going into details, the answer to this question can be summarized in
one sentence as follows: "Without doubt, humanity’s survival and continuous
advance toward progress depends on the active vole of both men and women
played sincerely and honestly and with a sense of responsibility in all walks
of life."

Now that less than ten years are left for the twenty-first century to
begin, let us step forward to weicome it with the resolve that we will turn the
above-mentioned sweet dream of humanity’s future into reality. May Allah’s
blessings and assistance remain with us. Amen. ‘

SUMMARY:

This paper throws light on the status of women as prescribed by the
Quran and explains the role of a woman in the march of human progress.
The Quran has given to the woman the same noble status that it has given to
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man, and this fact has been concea- led that the Muslim woman was the first

take a single step forward without the freedom of thought and action. Under
this permanent principle, the future will not be able to meet the progressive
demands of its times unless and until human freedom means freedom for
both men and women. As such, during the twenty-first century, the woman

will have to be free to think and act in order to be able to fulfil her role
admirably,

Freedom for a woman does not mean that she should be able to go to
the market to buy necessities for her kitchen and children or to go here and
there without let or hindrance. Freedom means that she should be free to
make decisions for herself Just like a man is free to do s6; regarding family
matters her opinion should carry weight, and she should be able to render
proper advice based on her discretion and Judgment; regarding her role in
the society, she should continue to fulfil her responsibilities for the political,
economic and social progress of her country.

A woman’s role demands that she should be fully able to defend
herself against aggression. This capability adorns one with self-confidence
which is like a foundation-stone for building ene’s personality. Therefore, to
develop this trait in women, they should be exposed to military training so
that they are able to ensure their personal safety as well as counter-act the
negative elements in the society.

A woman’s role as a mother is extremely important, and it cannot be
ignored in any period, era or century. It is an established fact that the
coming generations are brought up in a mother’s lap, and it is a mother’s
responsibility to nurture a child in the best possible manner. The gist of the
psychologists’ researches is that a mother’s lap is the foundation of whatever
turn a child’s personality is to take in adulthood. Later education only
consolidates the initially formed personality structure. A scholar is quoted to
have said, "Give me educated mothers, and I shall give you a civilized and
progressive society." Hence a woman’s responsibilities as a mother will also
- form an essential ingredient of her role in the twenty-first century. Educated
mothers with their excellent nurturing of children will be able to provide the
most cultured, civilized, talented and responsible individuals to the society,
But we cannot realize this sweet dream of the future if we do not take care
- of our present. We will have to take important steps towards this end now. A
proper and permanent arrangement for the education of all women should
top the list of our priorities because an uneducated woman can love her
children very dearly but she cannot provide them with mental stimulation.
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A man’s lack of education becomes the stumbling block in the way of
educating a woman. An educated woman cannot reap the benefits of her
education in the company of an uneducated man. The clash of ignorance and
education can be quite detrimental to the companionship of a man and a
woman; on the one hand, domestic life is adversely affected and on the other
it disrupts the peace of the society; members of the society cannot progress
and flourish. It is a known fact that ignorance places hurdles in the way of

development and progress but proper education can turn them into stepping
stones,

Considering the progress this world has seen in the ficld of science,
the great leaps in scientific inventions, and the constant advances towards
har- nessing the universe, it is certain that scientific advancement and

the laws of nature, it is obvious that the coming centuries will see
humankind forging ahead and unraveling more and more mysteries of the
universe, According to the Quran exploration of the universe is one of the
primary responsibilities of the human race., As humans include both men
and women, both will have to attend to this important responsibility. The
awakening of the human ming demands that the woman alongwith the man
develops to the fullest her potential for fulfilling this responsibility, and does
not let her God-given capabilities be wasted.

ncreasing human knowledge which will enable the human race to fulfil the
demands of the twenty-first century in a befitting manner,

Freedom is a birth-right of every human being. Man has struggled for
freedom and liberty in every era and in every part of the world. According to
the Quran -a charter for humanity - no human being has a right to enslave
any other human being. Despite this divine decision, until now humanity has

subjugation still exists in some form, to some extent, somewhere. For
imstance, the woman was certainly considered a slavery of the man during
dark ages but even in today’s enlightened times she is subservient to the
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The fact is that if the woman does not play her role in the society, half
of the world would come to a standstill. An account of the daily schedule of
an urban working woman will reveal that out of the 24 hours, she has to
work in her house and office for 18 hours. Quite a number of teachers, social
workers and health visitors have to go to the villages from the cities for their
work. Four hours of travel are besides the time such a woman puts in her
work. Inspite of all this the wages received by women are much less than
those received by men, Consciously or unconsciously men try to employ
women as unpaid employees. In Pakistan, it is customary not to regard the
work of a rural woman as a contributor to the national economy. An urban
woman too quite often hands in all her salary to her husband.

Pakistan ts an agricultural country. Both- men and women contribute
to this important sector of the national economy. A woman works together
with the man in the fields. She reaps the crop, winnows and divides the
harvest, and at home chops the fodder, milks the animals and does other
house-hold chores but inspite of all this work, she is not recognised as an
earning member of the family. Similar is the situation of women living in the
- cities. This is how even after taking on a wide range of responsibilities, a
woman does not get her due status in our society. A great majority of
Pakistani women works for long hours, and in running the economy of a
home a woman’s direct or indirect roleequals, and in some instances,
surpasses that of a man. Inspite of this she is considered backward.
Backwardness in fact comes from lack of education which is faced by both
men and women of Pakistan,because of the fact that Pakistan is a male-
dominated society, it is the woman who is accused of being backward and
who suffers the consequences of this accusation from various angles. All
these problems and hurdles are besieging the Pakistani Muslim woman even
at the end of the twentieth century. This is how and why she is lagging far
behind in humanity’s march toward progress. There is no doubt that without
getting rid of these problems a woman can neither ascertain what role she is
required to play in order to meet the demands of the twenty-first century nor
fulfil the requirement. :

In view of the above, the first thing to do today is a serious and
proper planning for educating the female half of the population, the
education consist- ing of all the prevalent arts and sciences. Moreover,
whether or not an individual acquires education should not be left to the
individual’s whims, but, keeping in view the amount of importance the
Quran has given to knowledge, education should be made compulsory by the -
government. Alongwith women’s education, it is abso- lutely necessary that
men should be educated too, because ignorance is harmful for both of them.
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cen- tury. The only difficulty is that for the last many centuries the male-
oriented society has made women go through such coercion, degradation and
enslavement that she has not been able to appreciate her role or status.
Centuries back, she was made to feel so inferior that she started feeling
secure in the self-styled superiority of the male, and her life became like
dumb-driven cattle. Man’s monopoly kept usurping her rights and she could
not even protest against this high-handedness.

The woman’s tale of woe and helplessness is long and arduous which

cannot be summarized here. Yet we cannot ignore the stark reality that even
in today’s era of scientific progress when humans are travelling in space and
conquering the heavenly bodies, and human freedom is being emphasized
and highlighted, a majority of women (and it is a great majority) is still
captive and groaning under slavery and the system of dependency created by
kingship and the dark ages. On the whole, she is obliged to live her life as a
subservient of man. This is why male chauvinism does not recognize the
.importance of her labour; her domestic, social and economic activities are
swept under the carpet. Despite all these hurdles, the woman of today is
mentally alert, and her self-respect does not let her beignorant and careless
about the role that she has toplay, It is a fact, though,that the percentage of
such educated women is pretty little compared with our female population,
and regarding some areas of Pakistan the less said, the better, and this is so
becanse women have not been allowed to acquire knowledge. Inspite of all
these hurdles,the Pakistani woman of today is not only a home-maker but
she is fulfilling her role in other spheres of life too. She is a doctor, a lawyer,
an engineer, a pilot, an architect, an artist, a teacher, a writer, a poetess, a
missionary, a judge, a journalist; she works in the civil service ,and factories,
in offices, in banks. All these careers and occupations prove the metal she
has been made of, and show that she can take up professions which used to
be considered reserved for men only. Man is still reluctant to accept this
awakening in women and find$ it quite unpalatable.

On the one hand there are educated women who are using their
capabilities to shoulder colossal res- ponsibilities, and on the other, there
are female workers who are absolutely illiterate but toil very hard in order to
earn a living for the sake of their children. Women working as water-carriers
in the hills getting water from thousands of feet, women carrying sixteen
bricks at a time on their heads to be taken up the modern multi-storied
buildings, women crushing stones on road-sides in the scorching sun, and
house-wives who are up and around from § a.m. to past mid-night are
women, the importance and utility of whose contributions cannot be denied.
- This great majority of women works day and night equivalent to many men
bat inspite of such great iabour, they are considered half the worth of men.




6

Tolu-e—~Islam Magazine Nov 91

Let us look up the word "Qawwaam" (4/34). According to the ancient
and authentic Arabic dic- tionary *Tajul Urus’, the word "Qawwaam" means
"justice” & "balancé,” and also "provisions that are
needed for life". As such, the word "Qawwaam" has been interpreted as " the
provider" because provisions keep the balance of social life. Now the
meaning of verse 4/34 becomes clear: Allah has assigned to men the
responsibility of providing for women’s needs because women, due to their
particular duties of producing children and nurturing them, cannot give full
time for earning their livelihood, whereas earnings are needed all the time. It
must be kept in mind, though, that this is a general pattern of family life,
otherwise, as stated earlier, according to the Quran, a woman is capable of

doing everything that a man can do, and a man’s role as a provider cannet
interfere with her earnings. ‘

_ The. fact is that there is no aspect of life where the woman has not
been given an equivalent status or where a woman cannot perform all the
roles that a man can. This includes all aspects of human life, including
humanitarian, social, economic, political, moral and ethical aspects. In
respect of conjugal rights, the it Quran makes the woman’s legal position
very clear whensays that women carry as many responsibilities asthey have

rights. (2/228). As far as the governing of a state is concerned, let us revert

to chapter ’Haj’ where it has been said about the Muslim nation: When they
will govern, they will organize the Salat’ system (in which all the members of
the society will adhere to divine law), and they will perform the duty of
*Zakat® (provide for the nourishment of the people in the society) and will
forbid what Aliah has forbidden and will order good deeds ( 22/41). This is
the basic duty of an Islamic state. Now let us see whether the Quran assigns
this duty to men only or are women (0 participate in it too ? In chapter
"Tauba’ Allah reveals: Momin men and women are companions of each
other. They order good deeds and forbid the foul ones (9/71) Good deeds are
those which are considered good by divine law, and bad ones are those which
the Quran does not allow. This Quranic verse makes it guite obvious that a
woman too can participate in the affairs of the state, and that men and
women can share their responsibilities in this respect on an equivalent
status. According to this principle, responsibilities associated with the
administration of a state should be divided between men and women
according to their abilities. This encompasses all the duties ranging from
those of the president to those of the lowest rank of functionaries. The Quran
does not discriminate between men and women in this regard. We see that
verses of the Quran throw a clear light on the woman’s status and the role
she has to play as a human being. In the light of this constant guidance we
should have no problem in ascertaining a woman’s role in the twenty-first

o
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women. It is true for both men and women that the more their latent
potentialities are developed the more willing they can be to submit to divine
laws. Both are capable of sacrificing. Both can exert such control over
themselves that they would not indulge in forbidden things. If men can keep
their sexual urges under checks and balances, so can women. Both can
understand divine laws and keep them in their minds always. When both
possess these qualities equally then they should reap their benefits equalily
too. Therefore an Islamic society organised on divine lines protects and
abundantly rewards both of them. (33/35)

In the Quran, ,Mominaat have been described as possessing the
quality of travellers (66/5). This reminds of the fact that a most important
aspect of an Istamic society is that a woman should feel safe at all times and
at all piaces, both inside and outside the home. The last Messenger of Allah
emphasized this fact by saying that in a Quranic society a woman will be
able to travel alone from Yemen {o Syria without experiencing any kind of
fear or insecurity. The Quran regards the safety of the woman just as
important and obligatory as the security of human life or the security of a
country or state. According to this comprehensive code of human life, if a
society cannot ensure the safety and security of a woman’s mind and body ,
then that society cannot possibly keep its balance. That society becomes an
open pit of degradation. ‘

We notice that the last messenger of Allah stated in conformity with
divine laws that a woman too can travel in the deserts and plains alone, and
this requires that the man keeps his thoughts and emotions within the limits
prescribed by Quranic injunctions so that a woman may have no fears
regarding the security of her mind and body. The Quran regards the woman
as a most important component of the program of nature,and tells us that
both men and women are human beings and both have their respective
status in nature’s scheme of things. The woman too has the right to develop
her potentialities just like a man. For instance, the woman has the right fo
acquire knowledge a process without which one can neither get to know
oneself nor get acquainted with the secrets of life. Devoid of know- ledge we
would be like animals and would never reach the sublimity of human life.
Without education neither can we train our minds or emotions nor can we
transfer this excellent boon to our future generations.

We all know that when Allah sent his first revelation ’Iqra’ ("Read’) te
our Prophet (peace be upon him), this directive was meant for all times and
for all members of the society. This shows the importance of knowledge, an.
it is for this very reason that our holy Prophet (peace be upon him) has
regarded the acquisition of knowledge compulsory for every man and woman
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This wrong belief of Christianity has seeped through the Muslims too
that the woman tempted the man in Heaven i.e. Fve was deceived by Satan
and then she misled Adam. The fact is that the Quran quite clearly rejects
this view by saying that ngatan made both of them go astray". As such, to
consider the man innocent and to heap the entire responsibility of sinning on
the woman’s head is absolutely wrong. This is a negative way of looking at
things. Let us jook at what is positive: the Quran declares ahout the status of
humans; "Surely dignity is their due”. This declaration does not address men
only, it is for both men and women. This means that Allah considers both
men and women worthy of respect equally as human beings. In the same
manner, the Quran’s declaration, "We created humans with a beautiful
balance", refers 1o men and women both.

The Quran’s objective is firstly to develop the latent potentialities of
humans in a balanced way, secondly to create a balanced society in which
humans always interact with one-another, and thirdly to strike a balance
_ between the forces of nature and human beings. In other words, the sole

object of human tife is balance. We shouid pause and think that if according
to the Quran human life consists of the life of both men and women, could it
ever be possible that this balance could be created by women alone or by
menonly ? Could it possibly be imagined that balance could be achieved by
ignoring half of humanity?

The Quran educates us that as a principle all humans are equal. It is
the duty of humans to respect other humans and never to degrade either of
them. Declaring half of the human race as inferior on the basis of biological
difference violates this funda- mental principle of the Quran. The Quran
does not discriminate between men and women regarding any aspect of life
except the natural functions which are distinct in both. Where human
potentialities are concerned, there is absolutely no difference. But for
thousands of years men have kept women deprived of the resources and
opportunities. that could have developed her potentialities. And then they
cry from the pulpit that the woman has a defective mind. The Quran does
not support this idea. The Quran’s stance is that men and women should be
given equal opportunities and then be watched how they traverse the path of
life side by side. The 35th verse of Al-Ahzab gives us such a shining and’
permanent criterion of the equality of men and women that it is hard to find
eisewhere. It tells us that both men and women have been endowed with the
ability to follow the divine principles. Both men and women can become the
members of that group'which believes in the validity of these principles and
therefore ensures world-peace. Men have been given the quality of directing
their abilities for divine programs, sO have women. If men can have the
courage of their convictions, so can women. If men can be stead-fast, so can
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‘ This paper was presented in the the First National seminar on the
subject of "The Holy Quran and the Twenty-first Century” held in
Islamabad during March 1991 under the auspices of the Holy Quran
Research Foundation. The Article throws light on the role of the woman as
envisaged by the Quran,

The Quran assigns to the woman the same exalted status as it does to
the man. It is necessary for both men & women to use their capabilities to
the utmost if they want the human race to progress. The coming century in
particular has to see them conguering the universe and making in-roads into
the arts and sciences on the ladder of progress. The demands of the twenty-
first century cannot be met unless and until the woman too fulfils her many-
faceted role alongwith the man, and this can be achieved only if the woman
gets as many opportunities of education and of developing her propensities
as the man in the coming century. Not only this, opportunities of working in
various- departments of life will also have to be provided to both equally
according to their capabilities. Playing a fulfilling role in practical life does
pot mean that a woman should ignore her basic responsibilities as a mother.
It is necessary that a balance is maintained in a woman’s responsibilities as
a mother and her responsi- bilities as a human being to utilizes her
potentali- ties for the progress of the human race. The society will have to be
set up in such an organized way that a woman is able to divide her time
equitably and to shoulder all her responsibilities justly and properly.

Let us see what guidance we get from the Quran about woman’s
status as a human being. First of all we should note that the Quran rejected
the prevalent notion that the Almighty created man (Adam) first, and then
the woman (Eve) was taken out of his rib. The Quran tells us:" Allah created
you out of a single life cell and then divided this life cell into two, a male and
a female and then a great number of men and women were spread into the
world by the merger of these two cells". (4/1) Therefore, according to the -
Quran, neither men nor women possess a higher status by virtue of gender;
their life- spring is the same; they are two branches of the same root.



